
Bonnyrigg Heights

19th Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year B)
8th & 9th August, 2015

(incorporating Bonnyrigg Heights, Green Valley, Edensor Park, Abbotsbury, Cecil Hills, Elizabeth Hills & Elizabeth Park)

Mount Street,
BONNYRIGG HEIGHTS 2177

Parish Priest: Rev Fr Kelvin Lovegrove
Email: pp@johnthebaptist.org.au

Assistant: Rev Fr Phan Nguyen
Email: curate@johnthebaptist.org.au

Deacon: Rev Mervyn Francis
Email: info@johnthebaptist.org.au

Youth Ministry Co-ordinator: Joe Sullivan
Contact: The Parish Office on 9823 2572 Email: josephs@johnthebaptist.org.au

Parish Pastoral Centre:
45 Mount Street, Bonnyrigg Heights

Presbytery: 9823 2572
Fax: 9822 9954
Email: info@johnthebaptist.org.au
website: www.johnthebaptist.org.au

Parish Secretary: Leanne Lang

Bookkeeper: Yvonne Smolinski

Accountant: Michael O’Mara

Office Hours: Tuesday- Friday 10:00am to 4:00pm

MASSES THIS WEEK

PSALTER 3

‘Prayer of the Church’ prayed at John the
Baptist 10 minutes before weekday Masses

Morning and Evening Prayer

Monday - No Mass
St Lawrence, deacon, martyr

Tuesday - 9:10am
St Clare, virgin

Wednesday - 7:00pm
St Jane Frances de Chantal, religious

Thursday - 9:10am
Sts Pontian, pope, martyr and

Hippolytus, priest, martyr
Friday - 9:10am

St Maximilian Mary Kolbe, priest, martyr
Friday Vigil - 6:30pm and Saturday - 9:10am

The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary

SUNDAY 15/16 AUGUST
(20th Sunday in Ordinary Time)

Saturday Vigil Mass: 5:30pm
Sunday Masses :

8:00am
10:00am
5:30pm

1st Sunday of Month:
5:30pm Youth Mass

4th Sunday of the Month:
5:30pm Mass in Tagalog

Reconciliation: Saturday 4.15 - 5.00pm

Reflection Questions
 The depth of the mystery of who Jesus

reveals himself to be moves me to…..
 I murmur about the mystery of who Jesus is

when he challenges me to…..
 When I come to Jesus, “the bread of life,”

what happens is…..

RAISE YOUR VOICES!
�ŶƚƌĂŶĐĞ��ŶƟƉŚŽŶ͗ Look to your covenant, O Lord, and forget not the life of your
poor ones for ever. Arise, O God, and defend your cause, and forget not the cries of
those who seek you.

Responsorial Psalm: Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.

' ŽƐƉĞů��ĐĐůĂŵĂƟŽŶ͗ ��
Alleluia, alleluia!
I am the living bread from heaven, says the Lord;
Whoever eats this bread will live for ever.
Alleluia!

�ŽŵŵƵŶŝŽŶ��ŶƟƉŚŽŶ:  O Jerusalem, glorify the Lord, who gives you your fill of 
finest wheat.

John the Baptist Parish

My dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

We continue to explore the teaching Jesus on the Eucharist today and the idea
began last week with Jesus’ proclaiming himself to be “the bread from heaven” in
whom eternal life is made available to those who dare to come to him.

We, the readers, may recognize a wonderful way of writing which Saint John used
is that of misunderstanding or misinterpretation of Jesus’s word of teaching. In the
case of Nicodemus and the Samaritan Woman, people misunderstand Jesus’ word
about ‘being born again’ (Jn 3:4) and ‘living water’ (Jn 4:6) and this leads to further
explanation of Jesus about his teachings. Now in the Gospel reading today, people
again fail to grasp and perceive the substantial teaching of Jesus and they thus go on
to insist that they know him, his background and family.

Jesus, however, again like previous times [in Jn 3:4 and 4:6] goes on with his
further revealing explanation which shows how real and indeed he is the only begotten
Son whom being sent by the Father to give life.

In able to have life in Christ, it is necessary to look and then wake up the desire for
the one whom God the Father has sent to the world, as the Catechism of the Catholic
Church beautifully states “the desire for God is written in the human heart, because
man is created by God; and God never ceases to draw man to himself. Only in God will
he find the truth and happiness he never stops searching for” (CCC, no. 27,
Homebush: St Pauls, p.13).

Mankind will easily fail to search for God if there is no helps from God himself.
Fortunately, God has manifested his wills and helps to us through his only Son our
Lord. And he is indeed the only way to life and the true bread of life. This source of
life is made available to those who listen to his words and bring it practice. Likewise,
the Emeritus Pope Benedict XVI beautifully states “to those who receive him, he – the
Logos [Jesus Christ]- gave to power to become the children of God: ‘to all who believe
in his name’, who were born, not of blood nor the will of the flesh nor of the will of
man, but of God’”. (Joseph Ratzinger, God is near us, San Francisco: Ignatius Press,
p.22)

Hence, my dear friends, let us dare to come to the Logos in the Eucharist for he is
the true source of our life: “I am the bread of life that came down from heaven”, says
Jesus (Jn 6:41).

Fr Phan



YOUTH CORNER
YOUTH FAMILY MASS

Attention all High School aged and older students
and their families!

The next Youth Group Family Mass will be held at
5.30pm on Sunday 6th September, 2015.

All are welcome to attend!

For more information on the activities and Youth Groups
below see the WYD/Youth Group bulletin board or Joe on
9823 2572 or email Joe at josephs@johnthebaptist.org.au

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

“The soul hungers for God, and nothing but God can satiate it.
Therefore He came to dwell on earth and assumed a Body in
order that this Body might become the Food of our souls .”

(St John Vianney)

Antioch meet every Sunday
evening from 6:30-8:30pm

at JB Parish Hall. Come and join us for some great talks,
participate in sharing, music, prayer and more! All youth
from 16-24yo are more than welcome to attend! Hope to
catch you all there!

Youth Prayer Intentions and Mass
All the youth and young adults of JB Parish are
invited to the weekly Wednesday night Mass to pray
for specific intentions (which will change each week).

There will be a chance to celebrate mass, pray for the intention
during Holy hour as well as some time for fellowship with other
youth. So please join us this Wednesday 12th August at 7:00pm
as we pray for the following intention: For those that are
struggling to hear the call of God. If you would like to offer an
intention one week, please contact Joe to do so.

Jordan and Galilee

Our next Jordan and Galilee night will be
held on Friday 21st August at JB parish

hall! All year 5-6 students are invited to Jordan youth group which
will run from 3:30-5:30pm and will meet outside the church after
school. Jordan youth group includes DVD’s, fun activities, talks,
prayer, sharing, and food! If children could remember to bring a
gold coin donation that would be greatly appreciated. Then from
6-8pm all students in years 7-10 are welcome to our Galilee night
which will involve time for having fun, activities, presentations,
discussion, prayer, and also plenty of food! The Galilee youth are
also invited to help out with Jordan earlier in the afternoon and will
receive a FREE PIZZA dinner for their great effort. So come along
to what will surely be an awesome night!

Your Prayers are requested for the

following, for whom Mass will be offered:

Sick: Maila CORKILL, Fahed JREISAT, Emmanuel ARAPA, Jose BRITO,
Donna CORDINA, Bishop Geoffrey ROBINSON, Facunda MARTINO
(7 years), Luis MARTINO, Anna MILLZARSKI, Bogdan MILLZARSKI,
Justin ZERAFA, Cherish ADINA (1 year), Carmen SPITERI,
Audrey SPITERI, Christine TRIGAS, Crystel SACOBOS,
Eugene KLEIBERT, Dora BADINO, Guido BADINO,
Sue SHERMAN, Emmanuel POLJAK, Kui LAI

Recently Deceased: Ewouard PAYET, Joaquim DA SILVA,
Anica STRANIC, Elias C SUMAGUE, Rita SALIBA,
Giovanni GOTTARDO

Anniversary: Alfred SAMMUT, Les PACE, Rosa LASORBA
Other: Mary VELLA, Very Special Intention

YOUTH GROUP OUTING

Come, this very Saturday night! Last chance to sign up for
what is always a great night. To all those who have signed up
and are coming/have come along, thank you for your
enthusiasm and eagerness. Your positive energy is what
makes it such a beautiful night. For more info, check the
youth board at the front of the church.

WOOLWORTHS EARN AND LEARN
JOHN THE BAPTIST PRIMARY SCHOOL

John the Baptist Primary school has registered for the
Woolworths Earn & Learn promotion that allows us to

earn valuable resources for our school simply by collecting
stickers as you shop.

WE were hoping that parishioners might be able to support the
children of our community in this promotion.

It's simple to participate. All you need to do is shop at
Woolworths from Wednesday 15th July to Tuesday 8th
September 2015 and collect Woolworths Earn & Learn
stickers from the checkout operator or through an online order
and place them on a Woolworths Earn & Learn Sticker Sheet.
There will be one Woolworths Earn & Learn Sticker for every
$10 spent (excluding liquor, tobacco, and gift cards). Once
completed, simply place the Sticker Sheet in the labelled
Collection Box which will be located on the table inside the
front doors of the church.

The children of our school thank you!

Bonnyrigg Antioch Weekend, August 2015
Hi everyone. For those that are unaware, the
Bonnyrigg Antioch community are running an
outreach weekend from 7pm 28th August to
8:30pm 31st August for young people
between the ages of 15 and 24. This is such
a wonderful opportunity for young people to
encounter their faith on a brand new level and

feel the loving presence of Jesus in their lives. So many fantastic
experiences have emerged from Antioch weekends, including the
best of life-lasting friendships, times of pure happiness and joy and
vocations to married and religious life. If you’re keen, come along
and give it a go. You won’t regret it and you will fit in perfectly with
the eager and bubbly team that we already have here in our
parish community. Feel free to contact me at any time if you would
like to find out more or feel free to have a look at who’s going and
what will (potentially) be happening on our Facebook page at
https://www.facebook.com/events/1626961594228452/
Hope to see some new faces there! God bless, looking forward to
it.

TEEN TALK GAVEL CLUB

(Public Speaking for Students in Years 5 - 12)
will meet again next Sunday 16th August at 11:30am in
the Parish Hall.

CAPUCHIN FRANCISCAN FRIARS -
VOCATION DISCERNMENT WEEKEND. In this Year of
Consecrated Life, the Capuchin Friars invite young men (18-35)
who have been thinking about a vocation to priesthood or
religious life to come for a live-in weekend retreat to reflect on
God's call in their lives and our response to that call. Starts
7.30pm Fri, 21 August at 98 Catherine St, Leichhardt and
concludes with 6pm Mass on Sun, 23 August. Cost is
free/optional donation. Must register with Fr Thomas
vocations@capuchinfriars.org.au, 0432 362 052. Please
invite anyone you know who you think may be interested.
Website: http://capuchinfriars.org.au .

FRENCH MASS
St. Anthony’s Parish, Eleventh Avenue, Austral

5pm on the Fourth Sunday of Every Month
Next Mass 23rd August

This Sunday closes Vocations Week. Today we celebrate and give
thanks for the many joys and gifts that the Priesthood and
Consecrated Life bring to society. We pray for those called to these
vocations. Is God calling you to explore your vocation? “In each
one of you there is a chest, a box, and inside there’s a treasure.
Your job is to open the chest and pull out the treasure, make it
grow, give it to others, and receive the treasure of others.”
Pope Francis

RETREAT FOR WOMEN. 21-23 August - Join Sr Mary Rachel OP,
Francine Pirola, Fr Epeli Qimaqima, Sr Judy Bowe MGL, Elizabeth
Arblaster and others for an inspiring retreat. This event is for any single
woman (18-35 years) who is seeking to enter into a deeper relationship
with God and take a step towards a fuller sense of the purpose of her
life. Retreat includes talks on prayer, scripture, discerning your vocation,
marriage, consecrated life and more. There will also be opportunities for
private spiritual guidance, Confession, Adoration and Mass.
Cost:$190. Takes place at the beautiful Mt Schoenstatt Retreat Centre
at Mulgoa. Enquiries/bookings: elizabeth.arblaster@sydneycatholic.org
or 9307 8425.



PARISH SACRAMENT INFORMATION

Baptisms are usually held on Sundays at John the Baptist,
Bonnyrigg Heights. It is necessary to make a booking
through the parish office and attend a Baptism Preparation
session with either Fr Kelvin, Fr Phan or Deacon Mervyn.
The Baptism will be pencilled in, and will only be confirmed
once you have attended the Baptism Preparation session.

Sacrament of Penance/Reconciliation/Confession will take
place on 10th, 11th, 12th and 13th November, 2015.

Reconciliation Enrolments 22nd/23rd and 29th/30th
August, 2015 after the 5:30pm, 8am and 10am Masses.

Preparation Lessons begin Week 1 of Term 4.

First Holy Communion took place on Saturday 6th and
13th June, 2015 and Sunday 7th and 14th June, 2015.

Confirmation will take place on Saturday 19th and Sunday
20th September, 2015. Enrolments have now ceased.

Please keep watching this space for any changes or
updates or call the Parish Office on 9823 2572.

BIBLE STUDY: Every Thursday 10:00am - 11:00am in
the Church Meeting Room (after the 9:10am
Mass and Rosary). For further information please
contact Meding on 9823 7121 or 0410 177 673.

PARISH HOUSIE: Every Saturday
between 2:00pm and 4:30pm at the
Liverpool Catholic Club.

Think! About your choices
Gambling More, enjoying less?

For free and confidential information and advice about problem
gambling, please contact

Gambling Help 1800 858 858
www.gamblinghelp.nsw.gov.au

Bereavement Support Group:
Our parish has a group to assist people who have lost someone
dear to them whether it has been recently or a while ago to help
them cope with their loss. We will meet fortnightly on
Wednesday evenings at 7:30pm in the Parish Centre. This
group will be fairly informal but we will have resources to guide
us through. The next meeting is to be held next Wednesday
12th August. If you need any information please do not
hesitate to contact Josie on 9607 3973. You are able to join this
group at anytime.

Ministries
Next Week
15/16 August

Sat 5.30 pm Sun 8.00 am Sun 10 am

READERS: E Vella
A Dionysatos

S Davies
S Hely

M Lavorato
J Habib

EUCHARIST
MINISTERS:

A Pace
A Demasi
A Watts

Luisa Valleri
N Valleri
C Araco
D Vella

N Vartuli
B Vartuli
G Romeo

J Gilan

J Habib
A Vlahadamis

D Cordina
E Villegas
G Dunn

H Fenech
M Lavorato
J Sullivan

C Goodyer

Sun 5:30 pm

J Colusso
A Watts

RECEPTION OF HOLY COMMUNION
I would ask that all who receive Holy Communion at Mass would ensure

that when they receive the host, the host is consumed at the altar. If there is

a special need for the sick, please approach Fr. Kelvin or Fr. Phan and

arrangements will be made to take Holy Communion to the sick or ill.

TAXATION RECEIPTS for 2014/2015 financial year are
available for collection outside the Church after all Masses this
weekend.

HELP REQUIRED FOR ANTIOCH WEEKEND 28-30 AUGUST
Calling all Parishioners - The Antioch youth is having their annual
retreat. We need volunteers to provide meals and assistance in
cleaning up, washing up and setting up for the next meal. We will
also need help on the Sunday 30th night to clean up the rooms used
at Freeman and pack up & transport the equipment used over the
weekend. If you can help in anyway please contact Susan 0419 606 683.

PLANNED GIVING ENVELOPES 2015/2016 are now available
for collection after all Masses this weekend.

If any Parishioner is interested in joining our Planned Giving
Envelopes there will be clipboards available for you to place
your names on the request forms. If you wish to have your
contribution direct debited there will be yellow Standing
Authority forms available also. Thank you.

50TH ANNIVERSARY INVITATION
Sr. Virginia Mahony

has asked that we extend an open invitation to join her in
celebrating her 50th Anniversary as a Sister of Charity.

WHEN: 12:30pm Sunday, 13th September, 2015

WHERE: Kathy & Jim’s
13 Swan Road, Edensor Park

WHAT: A Shared Lunch.
You are asked to bring one of the following:
* a small dish as part of the main course
* a dessert
* wine/juice

So that we have a balanced menu, if possible, could you please
email or text us what you are bringing.

RSVP by Sunday 6th September.

josie.barilla@hotmail.com 0407 203 593
jkfin@optusnet.com.au 0423 339 939

Many will remember Virginia as one of this small group of
charismatic women who worked so tirelessly to help form our
John the Baptist Parish.

The Sisters of Charity involvement in the parish began in 1985,
when Sr. Antonita Duthy joined Fr. John Langtry in the then
semi-rural outskirts of Sydney to found a brand new parish.
Almost two years later four RSC’s (Sr. Antonita Duthy,
Sr. Virginia Mahony, Sr. Colleen Jackson and Jenny Downes)
moved into a new house amidst marker gardens, cow paddocks
and newly laid, but unbuilt upon, streets. This wonderful
parish, and thousands of homes, grew around us. The parish is
now 15,000 strong and a vibrant multicultural faith community.

Sr. Virginia, far right

ೀ ಼ ೂ Saint Vincent De Paul Bake Stall ೂ ಼ ೀ
Cakes, Biscuits and Slices for sale $5 per container

Saturday 22nd and Sunday 23rd August after Masses
All proceeds go to Saint Vincent De Paul

Please support this worthy cause and purchase some
delicious baked goods!

We are grateful to our parishioners for
generously supporting last weekend’s

appeal. Your donations make it possible for the
Catholic Archdiocese of Sydney to contribute in
positive ways to many lives every year. Thank you
and may God bless you and your loved ones.

MT CARMEL RETREAT CENTRE AUGUST RETREATS
Please see Church noticeboard for more information

Next Saturday 15th August is the Feast of the Assumption of the
Blessed Virgin Mary. It is a Holy Day of Obligation. Masses will
be celebrated on Friday evening 14th (Vigil) as 6:30pm and
Saturday 15th at 9:10am.

READERS WORKSHOP: A workshop if being held in the Church on
Thursday 20th August for anyone interested in becoming a Reader and for
existing readers as a refresher course. Meeting will be no longer than 1 hour.
Please contact Nina Laureti on 0408 465 149 for any enquiries.


