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MASSES THIS WEEK

PSALTER 3

‘Prayer of the Church’
prayed at John the Baptist

10 minutes before weekday Masses

Morning and Evening Prayer

Monday - 9:10am, 7:00pm
All Souls Day

Tuesday - 9:10am
St Martin de Porres, religious

Wednesday - 7:00pm
St Charles Borromeo, bishop

Thursday - 9:10am
Friday - 9:10am

Saturday - 9:10am

SUNDAY 7/8 NOV
(32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time)

Saturday Vigil Mass: 5:30pm

Sunday Masses :
8:00am, 10:00am, 5:30pm

1st Sunday of Month:
5:30pm Youth Mass

4th Sunday of the Month:
5:30pm Mass in Tagalog

Reconciliation:
Saturday 4.15 - 5.00pm

SPECIAL MASSES
Monday November 2

All Souls Day—9.10am, 7pm

Reflection Questions
 I encounter God and learn the divine

mind and heart when…..
 The most challenging Beatitude for me

is…..
 The most encouraging Beatitude for me

is…..
 Persons who inspire me to saintly living

are...

John the Baptist Parish

Halloween and All the Saints
In Australia it is becoming common for children to celebrate Halloween. You may
have noticed pumpkins and ghost decorations in supermarkets and shops over the last
few days. Halloween has become a day when people, especially children, have fun by
scaring each other as witches, vampires, demons and so on – going to strangers homes
and asking for lollies. At its simplest, it is an opportunity for the shops to make money
by getting parents to buy lollies for children. Some children and adults dress up as evil
and deathly characters. Many people think it’s just fun and an opportunity to eat lots
of lollies. But where does Halloween actually come from and how should we
celebrate?

All Saints Day or All Hallows Day, as it was known by its old English title, is
celebrated on the 1st of November. The eve, the day before All Hallows day, is known
as Hallow Eve, or better known as Halloween. On All Saints Day we honour all the
saints in heaven – the known and canonized and the unknown saints. It is a day to
thank God for giving ordinary men and women a share in heavenly glory.

Pope Gregory IV in the year 835 ordered the Feast of All Saints to be observed
everywhere on November 1. This date was chosen because, like Christmas, it
coincides with a pagan feast day, and the Church wanted to Christianise a pagan
festival.

November 1, according to pagan custom, was the Feast of Samhain, a festival
celebrating the end of the lighter half of the year and the beginning of the darker half
of the year. In Celtic countries, from as early as the 2nd century, it was regarded as
New Year. The ancient Celts believed that the border between this world and the
after-life became very thin on November 1, and they believed that spirits (both
harmless and harmful) were able to pass into this world on that day. Celtic pagan
families would communicate with their deceased family members and invite the
deceased back into their homes. It was believed that harmful and unwelcome spirits
could be warded off by wearing devilish and witch-like costumes and masks. It was
thought that the harmful spirits could be tricked into thinking that some people were
also harmful spirits, and would leave the other evil spirits alone. “Trick or Treat!”

Whether or not evil spirits can be tricked, it is never a good idea to call on evil or
unknown spirits, even in the context of a game or fun. The spiritual world is real.
There are good and evil spirits. Every time we pray the Lord’s Prayer we pray
“Deliver us from evil.” So to spend a day celebrating evil is not the best thing for
anyone. At the least it makes the spiritual life into a joke and at the worst it is inviting
evil into our lives.

The practice of dressing up in costumes on Halloween continues, but for many people
it is less about warding off harmful spirits and more a romanticisation of demons and
darkness. As Christians we are encouraged to tell the stories of the positive examples
of saints and martyrs on All Hallows/All Saints Day.

Fr James



YOUTH CORNER
YOUTH FAMILY MASS

Attention all High School aged and older students
and their families!

The next Youth Group Family Mass will be held at
5.30pm on Sunday 1st November, 2015.

All are welcome to attend!

For more information on the activities and Youth Groups
below see the WYD/Youth Group bulletin board or Joe on
9823 2572 or email Joe at josephs@johnthebaptist.org.au

QUOTE OF THE WEEK
“When you approach the tabernacle remember that he has

been waiting for your for twenty centuries.”
(St Josemaria Escriva)

Antioch meet every Sunday
evening from 6:30-8:30pm

at JB Parish Hall. Come and join us for some great talks,
participate in sharing, music, prayer and more! All youth
from 16-24yo are more than welcome to attend! Hope to
catch you all there!

Youth Prayer Intentions and Mass
All the youth and young adults of JB Parish are
invited to the weekly Wednesday night Mass to pray
for specific intentions (which will change each week).

There will be a chance to celebrate Mass, pray for the intention
during the Holy Hour as well as some time for fellowship with other
youth. So please join us this Wednesday 4th November at 7:00pm
as we pray for the following intention: For the Bonnyrigg Antioch
Weekend. If you would like to offer an intention one week, please
contact Joe to do so. Come along all you young people for a
chance to pray the rosary, celebrate Mass, worship Jesus in
Eucharistic Adoration. On the second Wednesday of the month
(next one is 11h November), we would like to make our way to
Mounties for a meal and a bit of ‘chill ‘n’ chat.’ All are welcome and
it would be great to see you there!

Jordan and Galilee

On Saturday, 7th November, from
6-8pm all students in years 7-10 are

welcome to our Galilee night which will involve time for having fun,
activities, presentations, discussion, prayer, and also plenty of
food! The Galilee youth are also invited to help out with Jordan
earlier in the afternoon and will receive a FREE PIZZA dinner for
their great effort. Also NET are coming! The National
Evangelization Team from CYS, Homebush will be running this
night. They are perhaps, the six wittiest, fun, loving and engaging
individuals that you’ll ever meet and they will host what will be an
undoubtedly awesome night! So come along to what will surely be
an awesome night! Next time, remember to try to bring along
another friend! Even if they go to a different school, it’d be
great to see some new faces, but more importantly, to share
the joy of the JB youth group with them.

Your Prayers are requested for the following,

for whom Mass will be offered:
Sick: Jose BRITTO, Ray CLARKE, Maila CORKILL, Fahed

JREISAT, Emmanuel ARAPA, Jose BRITO, Donna CORDINA,
Bishop Geoffrey ROBINSON, Facunda MARTINO (7 years),
Luis MARTINO, Anna MILLZARSKI, Bogdan MILLZARSKI,
Justin ZERAFA, Cherish ADINA (1 year), Carmen SPITERI,
Audrey SPITERI, Christine TRIGAS, Crystel SACOBOS,
Eugene KLEIBERT, Dora BADINO, Guido BADINO,
Sue SHERMAN, Emmanuel POLJAK

Recently Deceased: Rosina LETTIERI, Giuseppe PETRULLA
Death Anniversary: Joseph SULTANA, Miklina AZZOPARDI
Other: Alessandro LAURETI, Giovanna BONANNI,

Sebastiano BONANNI, Rosa BARBATI, Guido Di SANTO,
Villelmo DI SANTO Thanksgiving, Very Special Intention

We congratulate the families of Dante ALFARO,
Paolo EL ALI and Luca MILOSTIC who will be
baptised here this Sunday 1st November.

Australian Catholic Youth Festival
ACYF is a national gathering of
Catholic young people established by
the Australian Catholic Bishops
Conference. It exists to provide young people with opportunities to
deepen their relationship with Jesus, be empowered to be
disciples in the world today and encounter and celebrate the
vitality of the Church in Australia. The first Festival was held in
Melbourne, December 2013. From 3rd-5th December, 2015, young
people are invited to attend the Festival hosted by the Archdiocese
of Adelaide. I will get round to the schools and speaking at Masses
in the very near future regarding this fantastic occasion. Please
contact me if there is anything you’d like to find out. God bless all.

Friday 20 - Sunday 22 November Marriage Encounter
Let your love blossom this spring with a weekend
together. A Worldwide Marriage Encounter
Weekend is a Marriage Enrichment experience – set in
peaceful, picturesque surroundings, away from the

distractions of everyday life. During the weekend, couples have a
unique opportunity to reconnect, rekindle and refresh their
relationship. Give the greatest gift, that of your time alone -
invest in your most precious asset . . . your Marriage!

Venue for Weekends: Mount Carmel Retreat Centre, Varroville

To apply contact: Ardell & Bill Sharpe Tel. 02 4283 3435 or
wsharpe@bigpond.net.au

www.wwme.org.au www.facebook.com/WWMEasternUnit

Saturday 7th November Day retreat - 10:00am – 4:00pm
Luke’s Portrait of Jesus - Presenter: Fr Gerard Moran
A day to understand and savour the Gospel for 2016. Cost: $20

Friday 13th - Sunday 15th November Weekend retreat
Deadly Sins
Presenters: Fr Greg Homeming, OCD and Mr Geoff Stumbles
Cost: $220 (discounts apply)

Mt Carmel Retreat Centre, 247 St Andrews Road, Varroville
Phone: 02 8795 3400 Email: retreats@carmelite.com
Web: www.carmeliteretreats.com.au

ALL SOUL’S DAY 2015
Liverpool. Catholic Cemeteries & Crematoria invites you to
join them in a Mass to be held in the Mount Carmel Mausoleum
at Liverpool Cemetery and Crematorium on Sunday,
1st November 2015 – 2pm. Refreshments in the Condolence
Lounge after the Mass. Also on Monday, 2nd November 2015
– 11am Mass will be held in the Tulip Chapel and refreshments
will be served in the Condolence Lounge afterwards. Please
contact (02) 9602 0344 for enquiries. All are welcome.

Kemps Creek Cemetery. Catholic Cemeteries & Crematoria
invites you to join them in a Remembrance Service on Sunday,
01 November 2015 at 2.30pm.
Please contact (02) 9826 2273 for enquiries. All are welcome.

TUESDAY 11TH NOVEMBER AND TUESDAY 9TH DECEMBER
BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT - Bethany support Group.
An invitation is extended to join the group for morning tea and a
chat. For those grieving the death of someone close and those
who support them. Prayer, reflection and gentle conversation.
Venue: Polding Centre, Level 8 Room 2, 133 Liverpool Street,
Sydney.
RSVP: Patricia Thomas Mob 0438 263 036/ 02 9649 6423 or
Email: patriciat@catholiccemeteries.com.au.

TRIVIA

1. What is the theme of the first three Sundays?

2. After Mary found out she was pregnant who did she go see?

3. What does a circle symbolise in the Catholic faith?

4. During Advent, what do people use at home as a symbol?

5. Which prophet is read the most during Advent?



PARISH SACRAMENT INFORMATION

Baptisms are usually held on Sundays. It is necessary to make a
booking through the parish office and attend a Baptism Preparation
session with either Fr James, Fr Phan or Deacon Mervyn. The Baptism
will be pencilled in, and will only be confirmed once you have attended
a Baptism Preparation session.

Sacrament of First Penance/Reconciliation/Confession: This will
take place on November 10, 11, 12 and 13. Enrolments have now
ceased. Week 4 of preparation lessons have now begun.

First Holy Communion: Took place on Saturday 6th and 13th June,
2015 and Sunday 7th and 14th June, 2015.

Confirmation: Took place on 19th and 20th September, 2015.

Please keep watching this space for changes or updates
or call the Parish Office.

Bereavement Support Group: Wednesday 18 November
Our parish has a group to assist people who have lost someone
dear to them whether it has been recently or a while ago to
help them cope with their loss. The group meets monthly on
Wednesday evenings at 7:30pm in the Parish Centre. This
group will be fairly informal but we will have resources to
guide us through. The next meeting is Wednesday 18th
November. If you need any information please do not hesitate
to contact Josie on 9607 3973. You are able to join this group
at anytime.

BIBLE STUDY: Every Thursday 10am - 11am
Gathers in the Church Meeting Room (after the
9:10am Mass and Rosary). For further information
please contact Meding on 9823 7121 or 0410 177 673.

PARISH HOUSIE: Every Saturday
2pm – 4:30pm at the Liverpool Catholic Club.

Think about your choices. Gambling More, enjoying less?
For free and confidential information and advice about

problem gambling, contact Gambling Help 1800 858 858
www.gamblinghelp.nsw.gov.au

‘COME AND SIT WITH THE LORD’
CHRISTIAN MEDITATION

Every Tuesday at 8pm. Give 20 minutes of your
busy day to Jesus and experience the difference in

your life. Held in the Church chapel. Duration time is
approximately 30 minutes. For further information, contact
Frances on 0438 213 313.

Ministries
Next Week

7/8 Nov

Sat
5.30 pm

Sun
8.00 am

Sun
10 am

READERS: A Dionysatos
G Turnbull

S Davies
R Golubic

H Pinto
A Pinto

EUCHARIST
MINISTERS:

A Demasi
A Watts
C Araco
D Vella

M Camilleri
E Vella

D Tomic

J Gilan
D Sullivan
L Barilla
R Imbert

G Dunn
H Fenech

M Lavorato
J Sullivan

C Goodyer
G Zangari

Delicia Vella
J Vella

M Velardi

Sun
5:30 pm

G Colusso
A Watts

PLANNED GIVING ENVELOPES 2015/2016 are now
available for collection from the Parish Office.

If any Parishioner is interested in joining our Planned Giving

Envelopes there will be clipboards available for you to place
your names on the request forms. If you wish to have your
contribution direct debited there are also yellow Standing
Authority forms available. Thank you for your support.

FRENCH MASS - 5pm - 4th Sunday of every Month
St. Anthony’s Parish, Eleventh Avenue, Austral

Next Mass: 22nd November

CHRISTMAS GIFTS FOR THE SOCIALLY ISOLATED
Christmas is almost upon us and there are many
people without gifts at Christmas. The Sisters of
Charity Outreach is asking for help to provide
some toiletries to 29 socially isolated women. A

basket in the Parish meeting room will be available to place
donated items. Please email Susan sives7th@gmail.com or
call 0419 606 683. Items are required before 4 December.
Thank you for your support.

Pope Francis weekly tweet @ Pontifex.
“Parents, can you “waste time” with your children. It is one
of the most important things that you can do each day.”

Volunteering in our Parish
Australian law and Church law requires any person over the
age of 18 who volunteers or works with children to have a
Working with Children Check. These details are to be
registered at the place of ministry or work. Thank you to all
those who have done this over the last 2 years or more. In our
parish, any adult who volunteers as a Catechist, in Children’s
Liturgy, as Acolytes, or assists with any of the youth groups or
youth initiatives are required to have a working with children
check. If you are leading or hosting a sacramental program
small group and your child is not in the small group, then you
also need to get a Working with Children Check. Leanne at the
Parish Office can assist in this process. Thank you for your
assistance in ensuring the safety of all children and families in
our parish.

Mass Intentions and Offerings
If you would like a Mass offered for a specific intention, please fill in a
Mass Intention envelope and submit it with the collection, to the Parish
Office or to the priest. Specific days of the week can be requested for
Mass intentions, although only one intention can be designated per
Mass. The intention will be noted on the front page of the bulletin.

UPCOMING PARISH &
WESTERN DEANERY EVENTS

The Month of November & All Souls Day
November is a special month to remember and to pray for the deceased.
All Masses in November are offered for the faithful departed. There is
a Catholic tradition of families making a November Mass Offering for
their deceased relatives and friends. November Mass Offering
Envelopes are in the church. These can be placed on any of the
collections over the coming weeks.
On Monday November 2, the Church commemorates All Souls Day.
There is ancient tradition of attending Mass on this day. There will be
special Masses at 9.10am and 7pm offered on this day.

FRIDAY 4TH DECEMBER -
THANK YOU CELEBRATION FOR OUR VOLUNTEERS

A parish cannot survive without the ongoing service that
volunteers provide to the Church and the community. As
a way of saying thank you for your continued service to
John the Baptist, Fr James and Fr Phan invite all our

volunteers to a BBQ (with some surprises) on Friday 4th December
from 7pm. More information will follow closer to the date.
To assist with catering please contact Nina Laureti on
0408465149/98232277 or Leanne in the Parish Office on 9823 2572 by
Monday 30th November.

TEEN TALK GAVEL CLUB

(Public Speaking for Students in Years 5 - 12)
will meet again this Sunday 1st November at 11:30am in the
Parish Hall.

ATTENTION EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS: The new Roster is
now available for collection after all Masses this weekend.



RAISE YOUR VOICES!
�ŶƚƌĂŶĐĞ��ŶƟƉŚŽŶ͗ >Ğƚ�ƵƐ�ƌĞũŽŝĐĞ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�>ŽƌĚ͕ �ĂƐ�ǁ Ğ�ĐĞůĞďƌĂƚĞ�ƚŚĞ�ĨĞĂƐƚ�ĚĂǇ�ŝŶ�ŚŽŶŽƵƌ�ŽĨ�Ăůů�̂ ĂŝŶƚƐ͕ �Ăƚ�ǁ ŚŽƐĞ�ĨĞƐƟǀ Ăů�
the Angels rejoice and praise the Son of God.
Responsorial Psalm: Lord, this is the people that longs to see your face.
' ŽƐƉĞů��ĐĐůĂŵĂƟŽŶ͗ ��Alleluia, alleluia! Come to me, all you that labour and are burdened, and I will give you rest, says
the Lord. Alleluia!
�ŽŵŵƵŶŝŽŶ��ŶƟƉŚŽŶ: Blessed are the clean of heart, for they shall see God. Blessed are the peacemakers, for they
shall be called children of God. Blessed are they who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven.


