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MASSES THIS WEEK

PSALTER 4

‘Prayer of the Church’
prayed at John the Baptist

10 minutes before weekday Masses

Morning and Evening Prayer

All Masses in November are for all the
dearly departed especially all those

mentioned in our Parish Book of
Remembrance (located near the

Baptismal Font)

Monday - No Mass
The Dedication of the Lateran Basilica

Tuesday - 9:10am
St Leo the Great, pope, doctor

Wednesday - 7:00pm
St Martin of Tours, bishop

Thursday - 9:10am
St Josaphat, bishop, martyr

Friday - 9:10am
Saturday - 9:10am

SUNDAY 14/15 NOV
(33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time)

Saturday Vigil Mass: 5:30pm

Sunday Masses :
8:00am, 10:00am, 5:30pm

1st Sunday of Month:
5:30pm Youth Mass

4th Sunday of the Month:
5:30pm Mass in Tagalog

Reconciliation:
Saturday 4.15 - 5.00pm

Reflection Questions
 I act like the scribes when I…..
 I act like the widow when I…..
 For me, discipleship means…..
 I become a true disciple when I…..
 As a disciple I have given…
 I have yet to give…..

John the Baptist Parish

“…. But she from the little she had has put everything she possessed, all she had to live
on” (Cf. Mark 12:44)

As Jesus continues to preach in the temple courts he now takes direct aim at the scribes.
Previously Jesus warned his disciples to ‘beware of the leaven of the Pharisees’ and now
in the gospel reading today he urges his followers to ‘beware of the scribes’. Having
warned his listeners of these people Jesus does not mean for his disciples to stay away
from the scribes and Pharisees, but to beware to avoid conduct like theirs [1].

After denouncing the counterfeit piety of the scribes who “swallow the property of
widows”, Jesus now shows his disciples the widow as the example of true piety – “but she
from the little she had has put everything she possessed, all she had to live on”. This is
indeed a tremendous example of generosity, piety and trust.

This interpretation does not mean the exclusive generosity of the wealthy. It rather gives
an implicit attitude towards generosity. Mark has given us a clear scenario in which Jesus
showed his disciple a contrast conduct between the rich people and the widow regarding
their almsgiving. The rich, from their generosity, has put in a great deal into the treasury
from what they had over. The widow, on the contrary, has put in all she had to live on.

The action of the widow is considered a great risk to her survival. Widows in ancient
Israel had no inheritance rights and they usually had to rely on their children, male
relatives or charity for survival [2]. The risk which the widow took was completely
generated from her faith and trust in the providence of God. This was the faith from which
Australia’s first saint, St. Mary of the Cross MacKillop, lived her whole life. What she
experienced in life was submission to the Will of the One she loved and trusted. She
boldly said and lived the motto of her faith, that was “God will provide”[3].

The message which Jesus gives us in today’s gospel reading centres on the idea of ‘totally
entrusting one’s life and totally puting one’s trust’ in the providence of God. This
interestingly brings us to the original state of our life, if we have a close look at it. Life is
considered as a precious gift which God has given to each of us. At the moment of the
beginning of one’s life, a person possess nothing: no money, houses, cars or any kinds of
possession; but a person accepts the dignity of the soul that is oriented back towards the
Creator. This original condition of our life is technically considered as poor and afflicted.
Let us then, like the widow, set our lives, faith and trust in the One from whom we have
life and eternal happiness. For the poor and afflicted who find their joy in God alone, said
Isaiah:

“The lowly will ever find joy in the Lord,

And the poor rejoice in the Holy One of Israel” (Isaiah 29:19).

References:

Wicks, Pauline. God Will Take Care of Us All: A Spirituality of Mary
MacKillop. Homebush: St Pauls Publications, 2009.

Healy, Mary. The Gospel of Mark. Michigan: Baker Academic, 2008.

Fr Phan



YOUTH CORNER
YOUTH FAMILY MASS

Attention all High School aged and older students
and their families!

The next Youth Group Family Mass will be held at
5.30pm on Sunday 1st November, 2015.

All are welcome to attend!

For more information on the activities and Youth Groups
below see the WYD/Youth Group bulletin board or Joe on
9823 2572 or email Joe at josephs@johnthebaptist.org.au

QUOTE OF THE WEEK
“Everything, even sweeping, scraping vegetables, weeding a garden

and waiting on the sick could be a prayer, if it were offered to God.”
(St. Martin de Porres)

Antioch meet every Sunday
evening from 6:30-8:30pm

at JB Parish Hall. Come and join us for some great talks,
participate in sharing, music, prayer and more! All youth
from 16-24yo are more than welcome to attend! Hope to
catch you all there!

Youth Prayer Intentions and Mass
All the youth and young adults of JB Parish are
invited to the weekly Wednesday night Mass to pray
for specific intentions (which will change each week).

There will be a chance to celebrate Mass, pray for the intention
during the Holy Hour as well as some time for fellowship with other
youth. So please join us this Wednesday 4th November at 7:00pm
as we pray for the following intention: For all souls whose lives
were lost or affected as a result of war. If you would like to offer
an intention one week, please contact Joe to do so. Come along
all you young people for a chance to pray the rosary, celebrate
Mass, worship Jesus in Eucharistic Adoration. On the second
Wednesday of the month (next one is 11h November), we would
like to make our way to Mounties for a meal and a bit of ‘chill ‘n’
chat.’ All are welcome and it would be great to see you there!

Jordan and Galilee

Hey guys, Our next Jordan and Galilee
night will be held on Friday 13th November at JB parish
hall. All year 5-6 students are invited to Jordan youth group which
will run from 3.30-5.30pm and will meet outside the church after
school. Jordan youth group includes DVDs, fun activities, talks,
prayer, sharing and food. Then from 6-8pm all students in years
7-10 are welcome to our Galilee night which will involve time for
having fun, activities, presentations, discussion, prayer and also
plenty of food. The Galilee youth are also invited to help out with
Jordan earlier in the afternoon and will receive a FREE PIZZA
dinner for their great effort. So come along to what will surely be
an awesome night.

Your Prayers are requested for the following,

for whom Mass will be offered:
Sick: Jose BRITTO, Ray CLARKE, Maila CORKILL, Fahed

JREISAT, Emmanuel ARAPA, Jose BRITO, Donna CORDINA,
Bishop Geoffrey ROBINSON, Facunda MARTINO (7 years),
Luis MARTINO, Anna MILLZARSKI, Bogdan MILLZARSKI,
Justin ZERAFA, Cherish ADINA (1 year), Carmen SPITERI,
Audrey SPITERI, Christine TRIGAS, Crystel SACOBOS,
Eugene KLEIBERT, Dora BADINO, Guido BADINO,
Sue SHERMAN, Emmanuel POLJAK

Recently Deceased:
Death Anniversary: Reg McANDREW, Therese JOLICOEUR
Other: Very Special Intention

We congratulate the families of Joseph BARILLA
and Alivia CAVASINNI who will be baptised
here this Sunday 8th November.

Bonnyrigg-Liveprool Antioch Weekend 2015
Hi everyone. For those that are unaware, the Bonnyrigg and
Liverpool Antioch communities are running an outreach weekend
for young people between the ages of 15 and 24. This is such a
wonderful opportunity for young people to encounter their faith on
a brand new level and feel the loving presence of Jesus in their
lives. So many fantastic experiences have emerged from Antioch
weekends, including the best of life-lasting friendships, times of
pure happiness and joy and vocations to married and religious life.
If you’re keen, come along and give it a go. You won’t regret it and
you will fit in perfectly with the eager and bubbly team that we
already have here in our parish community. The weekend
promises to deliver an extensive range of games, prayer,
discussion, skits and food time also. Feel free to contact me at any
time if you would like to find out more, or have a look at whose
going and what will ([potentially) be happening on our
facebook page at:
https://www.facebook.com/events/1626961594228452/

The weekend will be held at All Saints Casula Senior College,
from 7.00pm on Friday 20th November to 9.00pm Sunday
22nd November.

Hope to see some new faces there! God bless all, looking forward
to it.

WEDNESDAY 11TH NOVEMBER AND 9TH DECEMBER
BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT - Bethany support Group.
An invitation is extended to join the group for morning tea and a
chat. For those grieving the death of someone close and those
who support them. Prayer, reflection and gentle conversation.
Venue: Polding Centre, Level 8 Room 2, 133 Liverpool Street,
Sydney.
RSVP: Patricia Thomas Mob 0438 263 036/ 02 9649 6423 or
Email: patriciat@catholiccemeteries.com.au.

SATURDAY 5TH DECEMBER, 2015
THE ORDER OF MALTA LOURDES DAY MASS

The Order of Malta invites all parishioners to Lourdes Day Mass
2015 to be celebrated at St Mary’s Cathedral on Saturday, 5th
December at 10.15am. The principal celebrant will be Most
Reverend Bishop Terry Brady.
A Blessing of the sick will take place during the celebration of
the Liturgy with water brought from the spring at the Shrine of
Lourdes. Those receiving the Blessing will, also be provided with
a bottle of Lourdes Water for their personal use.

WIN A TRIP TO WORLD YOUTH DAY IN POLAND IN
JULY 2016! Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Sydney (CCD)
is holding a competition for current Year 9 & 10 public
secondary students to win free pilgrimages to World Youth Day
2016 in Poland via Prague. To enter, handwrite in 300-500 words
(or submit artwork with a reflection) on why you would like to
go to WYD as a pilgrim, then have your entry endorsed by a
Priest (preferably your Parish Priest) and contact CCD on 02
9307 8330 or email: office@ccdsydney.catholic.edu.au for

TUESDAY 1ST DECEMBER - COME CELEBRATE
INTERNATIONAL DAY OF PEOPLE WITH DISABILITY!
The Archdiocese Justice and Peace Office and L’Arche Sydney
invite you to a special morning tea to celebrate and honour
people living with disability and all of those who love, care about
and advocate with them. There will be guest speakers, music, as
well as time to share our own stories. Morning tea provided.
10:30am-12:00pm Level 5 Polding Centre, 133 Liverpool St,
Sydney. RSVP 24 November
E: kimberley.doyle@sydneycatholic.org Ph: 02 9307 8461
(Please indicate any access and dietary requirements).

TUESDAY 10TH NOVEMBER - The Maltese Cultural
Association will be commemorating a Mass for our dear departed
members at 7pm at Our Lady Queen of Peace, Old Prospect
Road, Greystanes. Refreshments will be served after Mass.

A special thank you to Giovis Agostino and AVCI steel
fabricators, who organised the making and installing of the new
secure poor boxes inside the doors of the church. Very much ap-
preciated by all.



PARISH SACRAMENT INFORMATION
Baptisms are usually held on Sundays. It is necessary to make a
booking through the parish office and attend a Baptism Preparation
session with either Fr James, Fr Phan or Deacon Mervyn. The Baptism
will be pencilled in, and will only be confirmed once you have attended
a Baptism Preparation session.
Sacrament of First Penance/Reconciliation/Confession: This will
take place on November 10, 11, 12 and 13. Enrolments have now
ceased. Week 4 of preparation lessons have now begun.
First Holy Communion: Took place on Saturday 6th and 13th June,
2015 and Sunday 7th and 14th June, 2015.

Confirmation: Took place on 19th and 20th September, 2015.
Please keep watching this space for changes or updates

or call the Parish Office.

Bereavement Support Group: Wednesday 18 November
Our parish has a group to assist people who have lost someone
dear to them whether it has been recently or a while ago to
help them cope with their loss. The group meets monthly on
Wednesday evenings at 7:30pm in the Parish Centre. This
group will be fairly informal but we will have resources to
guide us through. The next meeting is Wednesday 18th
November. If you need any information please do not hesitate
to contact Josie on 9607 3973. You are able to join this group
at anytime.

BIBLE STUDY: Every Thursday 10am - 11am
Gathers in the Church Meeting Room (after the
9:10am Mass and Rosary). For further information
please contact Meding on 9823 7121 or 0410 177 673.

PARISH HOUSIE: Every Saturday
2pm – 4:30pm at the Liverpool Catholic Club.

Think about your choices. Gambling More, enjoying less?
For free and confidential information and advice about

problem gambling, contact Gambling Help 1800 858 858
www.gamblinghelp.nsw.gov.au

‘COME AND SIT WITH THE LORD’
CHRISTIAN MEDITATION

Every Tuesday at 8pm. Give 20 minutes of your
busy day to Jesus and experience the difference in

your life. Held in the Church chapel. Duration time is
approximately 30 minutes. For further information, contact
Frances on 0438 213 313.

Ministries
Next Week
14/15 Nov

Sat
5.30 pm

Sun
8.00 am

Sun
10 am

READERS: L Krslovic
M Tomic

P Lavorato
S Davies

G Zangari
A Vlahadamis

EUCHARIST
MINISTERS:

L Tononcelli
D Adam
J Oliveri
L Topic
P Micali
M Brito
M Chun

L Barbara
J Finucane
G Agostino
R Morellini

F Holden
M Aulsebrook
L Aulsebrook

C Porreca
A Pinto D

Ellul
J Papaleo
G Buttel

M Bridges

Sun
5:30 pm

C Sullivan
J Sullivan

PLANNED GIVING ENVELOPES 2015/2016 are now
available for collection from the Parish Office.

If any Parishioner is interested in joining our Planned Giving
Envelopes there will be clipboards available for you to place
your names on the request forms. If you wish to have your
contribution direct debited there are also yellow Standing
Authority forms available. Thank you for your support.

FRENCH MASS - 5pm - 4th Sunday of every Month
St. Anthony’s Parish, Eleventh Avenue, Austral

Next Mass: 22nd November

CHRISTMAS GIFTS FOR THE SOCIALLY
ISOLATED Christmas is almost upon us and
there are many people without gifts at
Christmas. The Sisters of Charity Outreach is

asking for help to provide some toiletries to 29 socially
isolated women. A basket in the Parish meeting room will be
available to place donated items. Please email Susan
sives7th@gmail.com or call 0419 606 683. Items are
required before 4 December. Thank you for your support.

A full list of items suggested for the Christmas gifts are listed
on the Church noticeboard.

Pope Francis weekly tweet @ Pontifex.
“Vanity not only distances us from God: it makes us look ridiculous.”

UPCOMING PARISH &
WESTERN DEANERY EVENTS

The Month of November
November is a special month to remember and to pray for the deceased.
All Masses in November are offered for the faithful departed especially
those mentioned in the Parish Book of Remembrance.
If you would like a Mass offered for a specific anniversary intention,
please fill in a Mass Intention envelope and submit it with the
collection, to the Parish Office or to the priest.

CHILDREN’S LITURGY—THANK YOU FOR 2015

To all our Children’s Liturgy Leaders and Helpers of 2015.
The community of John the Baptist would like to
acknowledge and sincerely thank you for the
commitment and care you have given the children of
our Parish. Thank you for sharing your faith with
our children and helping them in their journey of
faith, to know and love God more.
May the peace and joy of Christmas be with you and
your family. God bless you.
Please let Angela or your co-ordinator know (as soon as possible) whether
you would like to continue being a Children’s Liturgy Leader in 2016.
After your final Children’s Liturgy for the year, please leave your folder and
photocopies for 2015 in the Children’s Liturgy cupboard.

FRIDAY 4TH DECEMBER - THANK YOU
CELEBRATION FOR OUR VOLUNTEERS

A parish cannot survive without the ongoing
service that volunteers provide to the Church and
the community. As a way of saying thank you

for your continued service to John the Baptist, Fr James and
Fr Phan invite all our volunteers to a BBQ (with some surpris-
es) on Friday 4th December from 7pm. More information
will follow closer to the date.
Please contact Nina Laureti on 0408465149/98232277 or
Leanne in the Parish Office on 9823 2572 to advise if you are
able to attend by Monday 30th November.

SUPPORTING YOUR PARISH - WE NEED YOUR HELP !!!
John the Baptist relies on volunteers to help our parish live out the message
of Jesus Christ. As well as assisting fellow parishioners, volunteering
connects you with other people within the community. If you can spare any
time at all, please be sure to have a chat with a representative of the Parish
council this weekend after Mass . We currently need help with Housie, letter
box distribution and working bees to prepare for Christmas. If you need any
further information please call Grant Dunn on 9823 4704 or contact the
parish office.

ATTENTION READERS/ EUCHARISTIC Ministers: The new
roster is now available for collection after all Masses this weekend.

CWF - Next weekend 14th & 15th November will be
Charitable Works Fund Sunday. The quota for our parish at
this time is $7,000. All proceeds go toward the education of

students for the priesthood, Aboriginal and University Chaplaincies, the
Ministry of the Deaf, and many other works of the Archdiocese. Any
amount over $2.00 is tax deductible. Thank you for your support.



RAISE YOUR VOICES!
�ŶƚƌĂŶĐĞ��ŶƟƉŚŽŶ͗ Let my prayer come into your presence. Incline your ear to my cry for help, O Lord.
Responsorial Psalm: Praise the Lord, my soul.
' ŽƐƉĞů��ĐĐůĂŵĂƟŽŶ͗ ��Alleluia, alleluia! Happy the poor in spirit; the kingdom of heaven is theirs. Alleluia!
�ŽŵŵƵŶŝŽŶ��ŶƟƉŚŽŶ: The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. Fresh and green are the pastures where
ŚĞ�Őŝǀ ĞƐ�ŵĞ�ƌĞƉŽƐĞ͕�ŶĞĂƌ�ƌĞƐƞƵů�ǁ ĂƚĞƌƐ�ŚĞ�ůĞĂĚƐ�ŵĞ͘


