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MASSES THIS WEEK

PSALTER 3

‘Prayer of the Church’
prayed at John the Baptist

10 minutes before weekday Masses
Morning and Evening Prayer

Monday - No Mass
The Conversion of St Paul, apostle

Tuesday - 9:10am
Australia Day

Wednesday - 7:00pm
Sr Angela Merici, virgin
Sts Timothy and Titus
Thursday - 9:10am

St Thomas Aquinas, priest, doctor
Friday - 9:10am

Saturday - 9:10am

SUNDAY 30/31 JANUARY
(4th Sunday in Ordinary Time)

Saturday Vigil Mass: 5:30pm
Sunday Masses :

8:00am, 10:00am, 5:30pm

4th Sunday of the Month:
5:30pm Mass in Tagalog

Reconciliation:
Saturday 4.15 - 5.00pm

Reflection Questions
 I look intently upon Jesus when…..
 What I see is…..
 What I hear is…..
 The Spirit moves me to...
 Drives me to…..
 I continue Jesus’ mission to the

poor, captivates, blind, and
oppressed whenever I…..

John the Baptist Catholic Parish

Liberty and Freedom!

These words sound like an extract from a US Presidential candidate speech. But
speaking in the synagogue of Nazareth, Jesus used the prophetic terms, long since seen as
referring to the coming of the Messiah, to describe His own mission – not a political
mission to change a government, but a mission of God to the whole world. Jesus said He
had been sent, among other reasons, “to bring good news to the poor, to proclaim liberty
to captives and to the blind new sight, to set the downtrodden free and to proclaim the
Lord’s year of favour.”

Pope Francis has proclaimed 2016 as a Jubilee Year of Mercy – a year to focus on the
mission of the Messiah as Jesus proclaims in the Gospel today. Good news to the poor,
freedom and liberty to captives and the downtrodden, sight to the blind.

Pope Francis invites us to have a preferential option for the poor and those on the margins
and fringes of society. We cannot stand by and do nothing as people are forced from their
homelands searching for freedom and peace.

The Christian gospel is dangerous when its truth is put into practice. We have seen this in
recent times in parts of Africa, Iraq, Syria and Pakistan, to name just a few. The reality of
living the mission of Jesus was clearly seen in the case of the Blessed Archbishop Oscar
Romero, who was murdered when, like Jesus, he reminded people of the needs of the
poor and the oppressed in El Salvador in the 1970s. His story begins in 1977 when a
young Jesuit priest, Father Grande, was shot and killed on the streets of El Salvador. The
priest’s ‘crime’ was that he spoke out against the government, which brutally suppressed
all forms of protests and executed thousands of innocent people using its notorious
“Death Squads.” Father Grande's great friend, Bishop Oscar Romero, was chosen to be
the new Archbishop of El Salvador because the authorities thought he would keep quiet
on the question of the poor.

The authorities were wrong. After his friend's death, Archbishop Romero became an
outspoken defender of the poor and a critic of the state-supported “Death Squads.” As a
gesture of solidarity with Father Grande’s preaching and as a memorial for his death,
Archbishop Romero refused to appear in any public ceremonies sponsored by the army or
the government. He soon became the voice and conscience of El Salvador. His words
and actions were reported throughout the whole world, so that everybody knew the
atrocities happening in El Salvador. Archbishop Romero’s fight for human rights led to
his nomination for the Nobel Peace Prize. On March 24, 1980, at 6:25 PM, as Archbishop
Romero was offering the Vigil Mass of the Annunciation at a hospital chapel in El
Salvador, a shot from the back of the church struck him in the chest, killing him instantly.
Archbishop Romero died a martyr for the gospel of Christ. He was beatified in May
2015.

As we reflect today on Jesus' words about His mission, let us remember Blessed Oscar
Romero and continue to strive to live out faithfully, in our world and in our daily lives,
the “dangerous” truths of the “good news” which is Jesus’ gift to us today.

Fr James

2016 - Jubilee Year of Mercy



YOUTH CORNER

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

“Make yourself familiar with the angels, and
behold them frequently in spirit; for, without being

see, they are present with you.”
St. Francis de Sales

Antioch meet every Sunday
evening from 6:30-8:30pm at
JB Parish Hall. Come and

join us for some great talks, participate in sharing, music, prayer
and more! All youth from 16-24yo are more than welcome to
attend!

Youth Prayer Intentions and Mass
All the youth and young adults of JB Parish are
invited to the weekly Wednesday night Mass to
pray for specific intentions (which will change each

week). There will be a chance to celebrate Mass, pray for the
intention during the Holy Hour as well as some time for
fellowship with other youth. So please join us this Wednesday
27th January at 7:00pm as we pray for the following intention:
For an increase in the virtue of Mercy. If you would like to
offer an intention one week, please contact Joe to do so. Come
along for a chance to pray the rosary, celebrate Mass and
worship Jesus in Eucharistic Adoration.
The last Wednesday of every month, we’ll be heading out for a
meal for a night of fellowship and relaxation, so please join us for
that if possible.

Mount Carmel Retreat Centre,
247 St Andrews Rd, Varroville

Weekend Retreat: Enter the Holy Jubilee Year of Mercy
Presenter: Fr Paul Maunder, OCD
When: January 29-31, 2016 Cost: $230 (Concessions apply)

Day Retreat: Healing Wounds, Lifting Burdens, Setting Free
Presenter: Fr Greg Burke, OCD
When: 5th March, 2015 Cost: $25 - Bring your own lunch
Pick ups from Minto train station at 9:30am and 10:00am

Phone: 02 8795 3400 Email: retreats@carmelite.com
www.carmeliteretreats.com.au

Your Prayers are requested for the following,

for whom Mass will be offered:

Sick: Fr John LANGTRY, Archbishop Anthony FISHER.
Sebastian AGUIAR, Maria KONTREC, Eduiges CAMPOS,
Bishop George PHIMPISAN, Fr Paul STENHOUSE,
Fr John B CHIANG, Ray CLARKE, Maila CORKILL,
Fahed JREISAT, Emmanuel ARAPA, Bishop Geoffrey ROBINSON,
Facunda MARTINO (7 years), Luis MARTINO,
Anna MILLZARSKI, Bogdan MILLZARSKI, Justin ZERAFA,
Cherish ADINA (1 year), Carmen SPITERI, Audrey SPITERI,
Christine TRIGAS, Crystel SACOBOS, Eugene KLEIBERT,
Dora BADINO, Guido BADINO, Sue SHERMAN,
Emmanuel POLJAK

Recently Deceased: Giovanni MORRETTI, Margaret WEST,
Ivy BARKER, Giuseppe PETRULLA, Elrick Daniel SIBUYO

Death Anniversary: Tsi Sing Joseph LAY, Romana S JIMENEZ

Other: Very Special Intention

PRAYER REQUESTS: Could you please let the Parish
Secretary know if any names can be taken off our prayers
for the sick. Thank you

HOW TO MAKE THE MOST OF ADORATION

Saturday January 30
9am - 3pm

St Joachim’s Parish
2 Mills Street, Lidcombe, NSW, 2141

The program includes:

09:00 - Introduction and prayer.
09:20 - First Reflection. The wonder of the Eucharist.
10:00 - Mass.
10:30 - Morning Tea.
11:00 - Second Reflection. Adoration and its remarkable fruits.
12:00 - Lunch break.
12:50 - Third Reflection. How to pray in adoration.
13:30 –14:30 - Holy Hour with confessions available.
14:30 - Final word and a chance to share or ask questions and

pray the Divine Mercy Chaplet.
15:00 - Finish.

Check out https://www.facebook.com/events/218656111800902/
Life Marriage and Family Centre and
Catholic Youth Services, would like to
welcome all single men to Dating &
Degustation on Saturday 13th February. This

is an event for men and women between 25-45 to meet new
people whilst sharing an exquisite five course degustation menu
provided by our friends at the Raddison Blu Plaza Hotel Sydney.
Each course will be enjoyed with a different person of a similar
age. While the women’s tickets have sold out we still have tickets
available for men.

Tickets are $100 and can be purchased via the website

RSVP’s are due by January 29, 2016

For more information email: dandd@sydneycatholic.org or call
02 9764 4357.
Visit facebook event: www.facebook.com/catholicyouthservices

AQUINAS SYMPOSIUM 2016:
In this 800 year jubilee of the
foundation of the Order of Preachers,
the Dominican Community in Sydney

invite you explore the wisdom of St. Thomas Aquinas at the 2016
Aquinas Symposium to be held at Notre Dame University and
St. Benedict's Church, Broadway on February 21st-22nd. It will
feature presentations by world renowned Professor John Haldane,
Bishop Peter Elliott of Melbourne, Professor Hayden Ramsay,
Dr Christine Wood, a musical lecture, trivia competition and
more. Bookings can be made at http://www.trybooking.com/
JQWA. For more information, please visit
email aquinas.symposium@gmail.com, visit "Dominican Friars
Australasia" on Facebook or contact Fr Thomas on
0411 602 474.

(See notice to the left)



RAISE YOUR VOICES!
Entrance Antiphon: O sing a new song to the Lord; sing to the Lord, all the earth. In his presence are majesty and splendour,
strength and honour in his holy place.

Responsorial Psalm: Your words, Lord, are spirit and life.

Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia! The Lord sent me to bring Good News to the poor and freedom to prisoners. Alleluia!

Communion Antiphon: Look toward the Lord and be radiant; let your faces not be abashed.

First Reading Nehemiah 8:2-6.8-10
A reading from the Book of Nehemiah

Ezra the priest brought the Law before the assembly, consisting
of men, women, and children old enough to understand. This was
the first day of the seventh month. On the square before the
Water Gate, in the presence of the men and women, and children
old enough to understand, he read from the book from early
morning till noon; all the people listened attentively to the Book
of the Law.
Ezra the scribe stood on a wooden dais erected for the purpose.
In full view of all the people – since he stood higher than all the
people – Ezra opened the book; and when he opened it all the
people stood up. Then Ezra blessed the Lord, the great God, and
all the people raised their hands and answered Amen! Amen!;
then they bowed down and, face to the ground, prostrated
themselves before the Lord. And Ezra read from the Law of God,
translating and giving the sense, so that the people understood
what was read.
Then Nehemiah – His Excellency – and Ezra, priest and scribe
(and the Levites who were instructing the people) said to all the
people, ‘This day is sacred to the Lord your God. Do not be
mournful, do not weep’. For the people were all in tears as they
listened to the words of the Law.
He then said, ‘Go, eat the fat, drink the sweet wine, and send a
portion to the man who has nothing prepared ready. For this day
is sacred to our Lord. Do not be sad: the joy of the Lord is your
stronghold.’
The Word of the Lord

Responsorial Psalm Psalm 18:8-10,15
Your words, Lord, are spirit and life.

The law of the Lord is perfect, it revives the soul.
The rule of the Lord is to be trusted, it gives wisdom to the
simple.

Your words, Lord, are spirit and life

The precepts of the Lord are right, they gladden the heart.
The command of the Lord is clear, it gives light to the eyes.

Your words, Lord, are spirit and life

The fear of the Lord is holy, abiding for ever.
The decrees of the Lord are truth and all of them just.

Your words, Lord, are spirit and life

May the spoken words of my mouth, the thoughts of my heart,
win favour in your sight, O Lord, my rescuer, my rock!

Your words, Lord, are spirit and life

Second Reading 1 Cor 12:12-30
A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians

Just as a human body, though it is made up of many parts, is a
single unit because all these parts, though many, make one body,
so it is with Christ. In the one Spirit we were all baptised, Jews
as well as Greeks, slaves as well as citizens, and one Spirit was
given to us all to drink.
Nor is the body to be identified with any one of its many parts. If
the foot were to say, ‘I am not a hand and so I do not belong to
the body’, would that mean that it stopped being part of the
body? If the ear were to say, ‘I am not an eye, and so I do not
belong to the body,’ would that mean that it is not a part of the

body? If your whole body was just one eye, how would you hear
anything? If it was just one ear, how would you smell anything?
Instead of that, God put all the separate parts into the body on
purpose. If all the parts were the same, how could it be a body?
As it is, the parts are many but the body is one. The eye cannot
say to the hand, ‘I do not need you,’ nor can the head say to the
feet, ‘I do not need you.’
What is more, it is precisely the parts of the body that seem to be
the weakest which are the indispensable ones; and it is the least
honourable parts of the body that we clothe with the greatest
care. So our more improper parts get decorated in a way that our
more proper parts do not need. God has arranged the body so that
more dignity is given to the parts which are without it, and so
that there may not be disagreements inside the body, but that
each part may be equally concerned for all the others. If one part
is hurt, all parts are hurt with it. If one part is given special
honour, all parts enjoy it.
Now you together are Christ’s body; but each of you is a
different part of it. In the Church, God has given the first place to
apostles, the second to prophets, the third to teachers; after them,
miracles, and after them the gift of healing; helpers, good
leaders, those with many languages. Are all of them apostles, or
all of them prophets, or all of them teachers? Do they all have the
gift of miracles, or all have the gift of healing? Do all speak
strange languages, and all interpret them?
The Word of the Lord

Gospel Acclamation Luke 4:18
Alleluia, alleluia!
The Lord sent me to bring Good News to the poor and freedom
to prisoners.
Alleluia!

Gospel Luke 2:1-11
Seeing that many others have undertaken to draw up accounts of
the events that have taken place among us, exactly as these were
handed down to us by those who from the outset were
eyewitnesses and ministers of the word, I in my turn, after
carefully going over the whole story from the beginning, have
decided to write an ordered account for you, Theophilus, so that
your Excellency may learn how well founded the teaching is that
you have received.
Jesus, with the power of the Spirit in him, returned to Galilee;
and his reputation spread throughout the countryside. He taught
in their synagogues and everyone praised him.
He came to Nazara, where he had been brought up, and went into
the synagogue on the sabbath day as he usually did. He stood up
to read, and they handed him the scroll of the prophet Isaiah.
Unrolling the scroll he found the place where it is written:

The spirit of the Lord has been given to me, for he has
anointed me. He has sent me to bring the good news to the
poor, to proclaim liberty to captives and to the blind new
sight, to set the downtrodden free, to proclaim the Lord’s year
of favour.

He then rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the assistant and sat
down. And all eyes in the synagogue were fixed on him. Then he
began to speak to them, ‘This text is being fulfilled today even as
you listen.’
The Gospel of the Lord

Copyright © 1996-2015 Universalis Publishing Limited: see www.universalis.com. Scripture readings from the
Jerusalem Bible are published and copyright © 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman & Todd, Ltd and
Doubleday, a division of Random House, Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. Text of the Psalms:



PARISH SACRAMENT INFORMATION

Baptisms are usually held on Sundays. It is necessary to make a
booking through the parish office and attend a Baptism Preparation
session with either Fr James, Fr Phan or Deacon Mervyn. The Baptism
will be pencilled in, and will only be confirmed once you have attended
a Baptism Preparation session.

Sacrament of First Penance/Reconciliation/Confession: Will take
place in term 4 (November 2016).

First Holy Communion: Will take place in term 2 (June 2016).

Confirmation: Will take place in term 3 (September 2016).

Please keep watching this space for changes or updates
or call the Parish Office.

Bereavement Support Group: Will be back in 2016, so
please watch this space for the commencement date!
Our parish has a group to assist people who have lost someone
dear to them whether it has been recently or a while ago to help
them cope with their loss. The group meets monthly on
Wednesday evenings at 7:30pm in the Parish Centre. This group
will be fairly informal but we will have resources to guide us
through. If you need any information please do not hesitate to
contact Josie on 9607 3973. You are able to join this group at
anytime.

BIBLE STUDY: Every Thursday 10am - 11am
Gathers in the Church Meeting Room (after the
9:10am Mass and Rosary). For further information
please contact Meding on 9823 7121 or 0410 177 673.

PARISH HOUSIE: Every Saturday
2pm – 4:30pm at the Liverpool Catholic Club.

Think about your choices. Gambling More, enjoying less?
For free and confidential information and advice about problem

gambling, contact Gambling Help 1800 858 858
www.gamblinghelp.nsw.gov.au

‘COME AND SIT WITH THE LORD’
CHRISTIAN MEDITATION

Every Tuesday at 8pm. Give 20 minutes of your
busy day to Jesus and experience the difference in

your life. Held in the Church chapel. Duration time is
approximately 30 minutes. For further information, contact
Frances on 0438 213 313.

Ministries
Next Week
30/31 Jan

Sat
5.30 pm

Sun
8.00 am

Sun
10 am

READERS: M Camilleri
A Pace

P Lavorato
S Davies

M Aulsebrook
L Aulsebrook

EUCHARIST
MINISTERS:

J Oliveri
L Topic
P Micali
M Brito

M Chum
A Goria
B Goria

L Barbara
J Finucane
G Agostino
R Morellini

G Dunn
H Fenech

M Lavorato
J Sullivan

C Goodyer
Delicia Vella

J Vella
G Zangari
M Velardi

Sun
5:30 pm

A Watts
J Sullivan

PLANNED GIVING ENVELOPES 2015/2016 are now
available for collection from the Parish Office.

If any Parishioner is interested in joining our Planned Giving
Envelopes there will be clipboards available for you to place
your names on the request forms. If you wish to have your
contribution direct debited there are also yellow Standing
Authority forms available. Thank you for your support.

FRENCH MASS - 5pm - 4th Sunday of every Month
St. Anthony’s Parish, Eleventh Avenue, Austral

Next Mass: 24th January

Pope Francis weekly tweet @ Pontifex.
“ The Gospel call us to be closer to the poor and
forgotten, and to give them real hope”.

UPCOMING PARISH &
WESTERN DEANERY EVENTS

The 'National Association of Catholic Families' will be hosting a
Weekend Family Conference/Retreat April 8-10, 2016, at Merroo
Christian Centre, Kurrajong, NSW.
Talks and activities for all ages - come and enjoy the excellent speakers
and like minded company of other Catholic families. Includes
(chaplain) Bishop Peter Comensoli, - daily Mass, family catechesis and
prayer, outdoor activities, plus evening social entertainment . For copy
of flyer or further information contact: nacf.sydney@hotmail.com or
phone: Mary: 0298753664, or Karen: 0413539378 .
Registration & Bookings www.trybooking.com/159690

CELEBRATING AUSTRALIA DAY AT THE
CATHEDRAL. St Mary’s Cathedral will celebrate
Australia Day 2016 with a host of activities, including:

Organ Recitals; Light Opera Recitals; Guided History Tours; Crypt
Tours and a Harp Recital. Mass will be celebrated at 12 noon to pray
for God’s blessing on all Australians. Tours and Recitals are Free.
ALL WELCOME. For more information please ring 9220 0400.

MENS WEEKEND 20-21 FEBRUARY, 2016

The menALIVE Men’s Weekend is an opportunity for men to
explore what makes them feel full alive. The experience of the
weekend is powerful and dynamic and many men are inspired
and encouraged with a new sense of purpose and mission. The
weekend is organised by men in your local community and
conducted by an experienced team of menALIVE leaders. It is
suitable for all men from 18 years of age. The weekend will be
held at St Joseph’s Parish, Moorebank,
231 Newbridge Road. For more information contact:
Stuart Brady 0447 093 044 - stuart@sbind.com.au
John Ryan 0408 209 672 - jmryan68@bigpond.com
Registration forms are available on the church table.

ATTENTION READERS: The new roster is now available for
collection after all Masses this weekend.

The Croatian Ethnic School Bonnyrigg is enrolling students
aged from 5-12 for Saturday Croatian languages classes at
Bonnyrigg Public School (Tarlington Pde, Bonnyrigg).
Enrolments for 2016 will begin from 2-4pm at the school on
Saturday 30th January. For further information contact Marcia
on 0421 919 197 or Ned on 0402 233 996.

Almighty and Eternal God, You are the source of everlasting health for all who
believe in You. We ask the aid of Your tender mercy and healing grace for
Archbishop Anthony so that he may be fully restored to bodily health and further
serve Your Church. Through Christ our Lord, Amen.


