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MASSES THIS WEEK

PSALTER 1

‘Prayer of the Church’
prayed at John the Baptist

10 minutes
before weekday Masses

Morning and Evening Prayer

Monday - No Mass
St Jerome Emiliani

St Josephine Bakhita, virgin
Tuesday - 9:10am

Wednesday - 9.10am, 7:00pm

Ash Wednesday
Mass for Courtney Topic (Ann.)

Thursday - 9:10am
Friday - 9:10am

Saturday - 9:10am

SUNDAY 13/14 FEBRUARY
(First Sunday of Lent)

Saturday Vigil Mass: 5:30pm
Sunday Masses :

8:00am, 10:00am, 5:30pm

4th Sunday of the Month:
5:30pm Mass in Tagalog

Reconciliation:
Saturday 4.15 - 5.00pm

Reflection Questions
 I recognise my sinfulness when…..
 This leads me to…..
 I find it easiest to hear Jesus’

words of invitation when…..
 I find it easiest to heed them

when...
 Jesus “caught” me when…..
 By…..
 To…..

John the Baptist Catholic Parish

“Do not be afraid; from now on it is men you will catch” (cf. Luke 5:10)

My dear people of God,

This is the last Sunday before Lent. Ash Wednesday is only three days away. It is a good time for
us to make sure that we are ready for Lent. It is practical for us to take some time to reflection on
our human relationship with God and with each other.

We all know that our human fallen state needs a way to salvation. It is much precise that we need
to regain the relationship with our Creator for through sins we have rejected his protection and
grace. The way to salvation requires both Grace and human cooperation to that Grace – Jesus
Christ. This cooperation is simply the act upon God’s commandments in terms of our willingness
and openness to the call of God on each one of us meaning the fulfillment of our own charism
and vocation.

This day in the liturgy could well be called “Vocation Sunday”. In the first reading Isaiah
described this call by God. When God wanted to send a prophet to his people, Isaiah promptly
responded, “Here I am. Send me” (cf. Isaiah 6:8). In the second reading Saint Paul spoke of his
own vocation to be an apostle by the grace of God – “I am the least of the apostles; in fact, since
I persecuted the Church of God, I hardly deserve the name apostle; but by God’s grace that is
what I am….” (cf. 1Cor 15: 9). Finally in the Gospel we saw Saint Peter call to be a “fisher of
men” - “Do not be afraid; from now on it is men you will catch” (cf. Luke 5:10). All three of
these men left one form of life for another one that God had chosen for them. The new life was
more demanding and required both sacrifice and perseverance.

People say that the attitude of mind we have makes a big difference. We are bound to have
failure and discouragement. We always get a little bored doing the same things over and over
again, especially the older we get. Yet one of the greatest graces of God gives us in the grace of
new beginning every day. No matter how many mistakes we make, no matter how we may botch
up our lives, we can always begin again. Here is an outlook on life that may help: each day is like
a whole new lifetime.

When we awake in the morning you are bleary-eyed and a little groggy. With the first cup of
coffee we begin to wake up and gradually come to full vigor, like a person in his youth. Then the
work of new day begins. As the day wears on, we begin to wear out. We start to get tired and
weary. Finally the day is over and it is time for rest and sleep. Sleep is a biblical symbol of death
and so when we go to sleep it is like dying, like ending our life. But when we awake in the next
morning, and a whole new life lies before us. We can forget the past with all of its frustrations
and boredom, and start to make the most of the new life that God has given us. The point is that
we should meet the challenges of the vocation to which God has called each one of us.

In today’s Gospel Our Lord asked Peter to do something that at first looked pretty much
senseless. Every good fisherman knows that the best time for fishing is during the cool darkness
of the early hours of the morning. But here was Jesus the carpenter telling Peter the professional
fisherman to start fishing during the worst time of the day. However the result was just not good;
but they were amazing. Of course the reason that Peter succeeded was that he had our Lord’s
help and he cooperated to that help.

We too have that help, even in the apparently senseless things we sometimes have to do. We
receive that help especially when we come to Jesus in the Eucharistic celebration. It is a help to
persevere, to cooperate, to stick to it in whatever our vocation in life may be. Amen.

Fr Phan Nguyen

5th Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year C)
6th & 7th February, 2016

2016 - Jubilee Year of Mercy



YOUTH CORNER

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

Antioch meet every Sunday
evening from 6:30-8:30pm at
JB Parish Hall. Come and

join us for some great talks, participate in sharing, music, prayer
and more! All youth from 16-24yo are more than welcome to
attend!
Please come this week, where we will be learning
about various Saints in the Catholic Church, how they
lived their lives and discovered Christ. Every Saint has
a past and every sinner has a future.

Youth Prayer Intentions and Mass
All the youth and young adults of JB Parish are
invited to the weekly Wednesday night Mass to
pray for specific intentions (which will change each

week). There will be a chance to celebrate Mass, pray for the
intention during the Holy Hour as well as some time for
fellowship with other youth. So please join us this Wednesday
10th February at 7:00pm as we pray for the following intention:
For an increase in world peace. If you would like to offer an
intention one week, please contact Joe to do so. Come along
for a chance to pray the rosary, celebrate Mass and worship
Jesus in Eucharistic Adoration.
The last Wednesday of every month, we’ll be heading out for a
meal for a night of fellowship and relaxation, so please join us for
that if possible.

Your Prayers are requested for the following,

for whom Mass will be offered:

Sick: Fr John LANGTRY, Archbishop Anthony FISHER.
Sebastian AGUIAR, Maria KONTREC, Bishop George PHIMPISAN,
Fr Paul STENHOUSE, Fr John B CHIANG, Ray CLARKE,
Maila CORKILL, Fahed JREISAT, Emmanuel ARAPA,
Bishop Geoffrey ROBINSON, Facunda MARTINO (7 years),
Luis MARTINO, Anna MILLZARSKI, Bogdan MILLZARSKI,
Justin ZERAFA, Cherish ADINA (1 year), Carmen SPITERI,
Audrey SPITERI, Christine TRIGAS, Crystel SACOBOS,
Eugene KLEIBERT, Dora BADINO, Guido BADINO,
Sue SHERMAN, Emmanuel POLJAK, Ciro PUNZO,
Valerie McCARTHY

Recently Deceased: Pek LANG, Eduiges CAMPOS
Death Anniversary: Courtney Jayde TOPIC
Other: GUNG Gia Chiang, GUNG Jing Kiam, TUNG Chil Ang, JIA

Arng Muai, JUE Soak Kim, GUNG Tia Pung, GUNG Hoak Pung,
GUNG Jung Pung, KUE Soong Lee, NGO Hai Buai, KUE Peng Kee,
KUE Peng Tia, KUE Peng Si, KUE Chang Guang, KUE Miel Tian,
Very Special Intention

Devotions to Honour Our Lady of Lourdes
Mass and Blessing of the Sick will be held at Our Lady of
Lourdes Grotto, Earlwood, on Sunday the 14 February (behind
Our Lady of Lourdes Church, Earlwood), entrance via St. James
Avenue, Earlwood, commencing with recitation of the Rosary at
2:30pm followed by Mass and the Blessing of the Sick at 3:00pm.

Some parking for disabled people is available in the school
grounds and general parking in the nearby council car park.

A Thousand Messages of Support for Archbishop Anthony

Catholic Youth Services is inviting all youth and young adults to
contribute messages of support and prayer for the speedy recovery
of Archbishop Anthony Fisher following his being diagnosed with
Guillain-Barre syndrome before Christmas. All messages will be
compiled into a book and presented to the Archbishop.
Please email your messages by mid-February to
prayers@catholicyouthservices.org and include your name and
suburb.

CHILDREN’S LITURGY

Thank you to all our Children’s Liturgy Leaders and
helpers for volunteering to lead the children of John the
Baptist Parish in prayer and sharing your Faith with them.
However we still urgently need Leaders for the Saturday Vigil
Mass.
Children’s Liturgy Leaders please collect your folder from the
Church Meeting Room. Please also ensure you have a
current “Working with Children” Check.
Please return any folders from 2015 to the Children’s Liturgy
cupboard in the Church Meeting Room.

For more information contact Angela on 9606 8403 or
0410 964 196.

Y-FACTOR “SHINE” 2016!
Join us for Y-FACTOR “SHINE 2016! We can’t even
begin to tell you how incredible last year’s camp was.
You’ll just have to pack a bag and join us this time
round.
The CYS Staff and Youth Ministers from all over the
Sydney Archdiocese have been working for months to make this
year’s camp even better (if that’s possible). So, if you are
currently in years 7-12, then come have the time of your life
these Easter school holidays with 60 friends you haven’t met yet!
There’ll be heaps of time for games, activities, talks, discussion,
prayer and a chance to grow in your faith and relationship with
God. This camp is so big we can only run it once a year so get
on board now or miss out! Please check out more of the details
at http://www.catholicyouthservices.org/events/y-factor-
archdiocesan-youth-camp/

VALENTINE’S DAY 2016!
Wanna but something nice for a
special someone? Then join some

of the senior youth members of our Parish, who are looking to
sell some roses for Valentine’s Day! All monies raised will go
towards financially supporting our youth who are wishing to
attend World Youth Day which is only six months away! So
please join us outside the church after any of the four Masses
on the Valentine’s Day weekend (Saturday 13th & Sunday 14th)
and look to buy a beautiful rose/bouquet that will be on sale!

PARISH HOUSIE: Every Saturday
2pm – 4:30pm at the Liverpool Catholic Club.

Think about your choices. Gambling More, enjoying less?
For free and confidential information and advice about problem

gambling, contact Gambling Help 1800 858 858
www.gamblinghelp.nsw.gov.au

REMEMBRANCE MASS

for the Repose of Souls
Liverpool Cemetery, St Padre Pio Chapel

Monthly Mass held every second Wednesday of every
month at 10:30am. Please bring a photo of your loved one who
has departed. Following Mass please join us for Morning Tea.

ASH WEDNESDAY FASTING

Abstinence from meat, and fasting, are to be observed on
Ash Wednesday and Good Friday. All who have completed
their eighteenth year and have not yet begun their sixtieth
year are bound to fast. All who have completed their
fourteenth year are bound to abstain.

MENS WEEKEND 20-21 FEBRUARY, 2016
St Joseph’s Parish Moorebank

For more information please see Church noticeboard.



RAISE YOUR VOICES!
Entrance Antiphon: O come, let us worship God and bow low before the God who made us, for he is the Lord our God.

Responsorial Psalm: In the sight of the angels I will sing your praises, Lord.

Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia! Come follow me, says the Lord, and I will make you fishers of my people. Alleluia!

Communion Antiphon: Let them thank the Lord for his mercy, his wonders for the children of men, for he satisfies the thirsty
soul, and the hungry he fills with good things.

First Reading Isaiah 6:1-2,3-8
A reading from the Book of Isaiah
In the year of King Uzziah’s death I saw the Lord of Hosts
seated on a high throne; his train filled the sanctuary; above him
stood seraphs, each one with six wings.
And they cried out to one another in this way,
‘Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of Hosts.
His glory fills the whole earth.’
The foundations of the threshold shook with the voice of the one
who cried out, and the Temple was filled with smoke. I said:
‘What a wretched state I am in! I am lost,
for I am a man of unclean lips
and I live among a people of unclean lips,
and my eyes have looked at the King, the Lord of Hosts.’
Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding in his hand a live
coal which he had taken from the altar with a pair of tongs. With
this he touched my mouth and said:
‘See now, this has touched your lips,
your sin is taken away,
your iniquity is purged.’
Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying:
‘Whom shall I send? Who will be our messenger?’
I answered, ‘Here I am, send me.’
The Word of the Lord

Responsorial Psalm Psalm 137:1-5,7-8
In the sight of angels I will sing your praises, Lord.

I thank you, Lord, with all my heart:
you have heard the words of my mouth.
In the presence of the angels I will bless you.
I will adore before your holy temple.

In the sight of angels I will sing your praises, Lord.

I thank you for your faithfulness and love,
which excel all we ever knew of you.
On the day I called, you answered;
you increased the strength of my soul.

In the sight of angels I will sing your praises, Lord.

It is you, O Lord, who are my hope,
All earth’s kings shall thank you
when they hear the words of your mouth.
They shall sing of the Lord’s ways:
‘How great is the glory of the Lord!’

In the sight of angels I will sing your praises, Lord.

You stretch out your hand and save me,
your hand will do all things for me.
Your love, O Lord, is eternal,
discard not the work of your hands.

In the sight of angels I will sing your praises, Lord.

Second Reading 1 Cor 15:1-11

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians
The Word of the Lord
Brothers, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you,
the gospel that you received and in which you are firmly
established; because the gospel will save you only if you keep

believing exactly what I preached to you – believing anything
else will not lead to anything.
Well then, in the first place, I taught you what I had been taught
myself, namely that Christ died for our sins, in accordance with
the scriptures; that he was buried; and that he was raised to life
on the third day, in accordance with the scriptures; that he
appeared first to Cephas and secondly to the Twelve. Next he
appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers at the same
time, most of whom are still alive, though some have died; then
he appeared to James, and then to all the apostles; and last of all
he appeared to me too; it was as though I was born when no one
expected it.
I am the least of the apostles; in fact, since I persecuted the
Church of God, I hardly deserve the name apostle; but by God’s
grace that is what I am, and the grace that he gave me has not
been fruitless. On the contrary, I, or rather the grace of God that
is with me, have worked harder than any of the others; but what
matters is that I preach what they preach, and this is what you all
believed.
The Word of the Lord

Gospel Acclamation Matthew: 4:19
Alleluia, alleluia!
Come follow me, says the Lord,
and I will make you fishers of my people.
Alleluia!

Gospel Luke 5:1-11

Jesus was standing one day by the Lake of Gennesaret, with the
crowd pressing round him listening to the word of God, when he
caught sight of two boats close to the bank. The fishermen had
gone out of them and were washing their nets. He got into one of
the boats – it was Simon’s – and asked him to put out a little
from the shore. Then he sat down and taught the crowds from the
boat.
When he had finished speaking he said to Simon, ‘Put out into
deep water and pay out your nets for a catch.’ ‘Master,’ Simon
replied, ‘we worked hard all night long and caught nothing, but if
you say so, I will pay out the nets.’ And when they had done this
they netted such a huge number of fish that their nets began to
tear, so they signalled to their companions in the other boat to
come and help them; when these came, they filled the two boats
to sinking point.
When Simon Peter saw this he fell at the knees of Jesus saying,
‘Leave me, Lord; I am a sinful man.’ For he and all his
companions were completely overcome by the catch they had
made; so also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were
Simon’s partners. But Jesus said to Simon, ‘Do not be afraid;
from now on it is men you will catch.’ Then, bringing their boats
back to land, they left everything and followed him.

The Gospel of the Lord

Copyright © 1996-2015 Universalis Publishing Limited: see www.universalis.com. Scripture readings from the
Jerusalem Bible are published and copyright © 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman & Todd, Ltd and
Doubleday, a division of Random House, Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. Text of the Psalms:



PARISH SACRAMENT INFORMATION

Baptisms are usually held on Sundays. It is necessary to make a
booking through the parish office and attend a Baptism Preparation
session with either Fr James, Fr Phan or Deacon Mervyn. The Baptism
will be pencilled in, and will only be confirmed once you have attended
a Baptism Preparation session.

Sacrament of First Penance/Reconciliation/Confession: Will take
place in term 4 (November 2016).

First Holy Communion: Will take place in term 2 (June 2016).

Confirmation: Will take place in term 3 (September 2016).

Please keep watching this space for changes or updates
or call the Parish Office.

Bereavement Support Group: Will be back in 2016, so
please watch this space for the commencement date!
Our parish has a group to assist people who have lost someone
dear to them whether it has been recently or a while ago to help
them cope with their loss. The group meets monthly on
Wednesday evenings at 7:30pm in the Parish Centre. This group
will be fairly informal but we will have resources to guide us
through. If you need any information please do not hesitate to
contact Josie on 9607 3973. You are able to join this group at
anytime.

BIBLE STUDY: Every Thursday 10am - 11am
Gathers in the Church Meeting Room (after the
9:10am Mass and Rosary). For further information
please contact Meding on 9823 7121 or 0410 177 673.

‘COME AND SIT WITH THE LORD’
CHRISTIAN MEDITATION

Every Tuesday at 8pm. Give 20 minutes of your
busy day to Jesus and experience the difference in

your life. Held in the Church chapel. Duration time is
approximately 30 minutes. For further information, contact
Frances on 0438 213 313.

Ministries
Next Week
13/14 Feb

Sat
5.30 pm

Sun
8.00 am

Sun
10 am

READERS: A Watts
E Vella

L Barilla
S Hely

N Dubuisson
A Vlahadamis

EUCHARIST
MINISTERS:

G Luppino
A Pace

A Demasi
A Watts
C Araco
D Vella

M Camilleri

T Simpson
M Jebrail

B O’Connor
A Esposito

N Laureti
D Oliveri

S Stornelli
N Freeman

N Dubuisson
J Habib

A Vlahadamis
D Cordina
E Villegas

Sun
5:30 pm

M O’Mara
R Camilleri

Pope Francis weekly tweet @ Pontifex.
“ As Christians, we cannot be self-centred, but must
always be open to others and for others.”

UPCOMING PARISH &
WESTERN DEANERY EVENTS

We congratulate the families of Nicola and Valentina
CHIAPPAZZO, Christian VICARI, Awa STANCZYK and
Victoria and Pandora SILAPHET who was Baptised here
this Sunday 6th February.

CATECHIST SUNDAY 7 FEBRUARY
BE A CATECHIST OR CLASSROOM HELPER

This weekend we celebrate Catechist Sunday. This is the weekend we
acknowledge at all our Masses our 75 catechists/classroom helpers who
generously give their time to teach the Catholic faith to over 1100
students in our 6 local state schools. These Catechists are part of over
1900 catechists teaching over 27,000 children in the state schools in the
Archdiocese of Sydney.
New Catechists/helpers are always needed to continue this challenging
mission. For those who choose to be a Catechist, a catechist
accreditation program is available to help in understanding the Mission,
the message to be presented and classroom management . All resources,
teachers manuals and student activity books are all provided. Catechists
are formally recognised with certificates for the years of service,
certificates for 5,10, and 15 years, Papal Blessing for 20 years,
Freeman Medal for 25 years.
Scripture will start by week 5 (end of February) in most of our schools .
Classes are for 30 minutes and are on Tuesdays 9am - 10.30am,
Wednesdays 9am - 10am, 11.30am - 1pm, 2.15pm - 2.45pm and
Fridays 9am - 10am.
To cover all our classes we require 4 catechists, and helpers are
invaluable .
Do something of eternal significance! We invite you to join the
vibrant JB Catechist Team . If interested please contact Nina Laureti
0408465149, Tina Dunn 0439492920 or Vicki Scutella 0447 310 204.

MASS TIMES FOR ASH WEDNESDAY
10TH FEBRUARY

9:10AM, 7:00PM

INVITATION TO JOIN LENTEN GROUPS
“ WHO OR WHAT DO I NEED TO PRAY ABOUT SO THAT I MAY

BE MORE MERCIFUL?”

The season of Lent during this Jubilee Year of Mercy should
be lived more intensely as a privileged moment to celebrate
and experience God’s mercy. The Lenten programme
requires 0NE ����������������������������ǡ���ϐ������������
discussion during the 6 weeks of Lent starting from the
week of Ash Wednesday February 10. The readings are from
the Gospel of Luke : the “gospel of mercy”. Let us take up
Pope Francis’ call to mercy, so that everyone may work
together to build a brighter future.
If you would like to LEAD/HOST OR JOIN a group please
place your name on the sign up sheets on the board outside
the Church. Books will be provided to the Leader for the
ϐ������������Ǥ��

CATECHIST NEWS
The first Catechist meeting is on WEDNESDAY 17TH FEBRUARY,
MASS at 7pm followed by MEETING in Parish Hall. All catechists
and helpers are urged to attend, please let your school coordinator know
if you are unable to attend.
New Legislation states that all catechists and helpers need to have
completed the BASIC One Accreditation course – these are available:
Mondays Feb 22,29(10am to 2pm) at OLMC Mt Pritchard and Monday
evenings Feb 22,29 (6.30 to 8.30pm) in the JB meeting room (outside
Church). More details will be provided at the Meeting. Enquiries Nina
Laureti 0408465149

FROM THE HOLY DOOR OF MERCY AT MOUNT SCHOENSTAT

SHRINE - Retreats & Events Feb/Mar See church noticeboard.

Car Park and Safety Changes
In 2015, a review was undertaken of the Bonnyrigg Heights

Catholic site in relation to compliance to the NSW and

Australian Government requirements for Workplace, Health

and Safety, and for ease of access for fire and emergency

services. As a result, the Principal of John the Baptist

Primary, the Principal of Freeman College and the Parish

Administrator have taken actions to improve and ensure

access in and around the site in-case of an emergency.

Additional fire extinguishers, spitfire lights and emergency-

exit lighting have also been installed. Please be understanding

of the necessity to comply with these legal requirements. We

apologise for any inconvenience that will be caused by

changes to parking arrangements.


