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MASSES THIS WEEK

PSALTER 2

‘Prayer of the Church’
prayed at John the Baptist

10 minutes
before weekday Masses

Morning and Evening Prayer

Monday - No Mass
The Chair of Saint Peter, apostle

Tuesday - 9:10am
Wednesday - 7:00pm

Thursday - 9:10am
Friday - 9:10am

Stations of the Cross 7:00pm
Saturday - 9:10am

SUNDAY 20/21 FEBRUARY
(Second Sunday of Lent)

Saturday Vigil Mass: 5:30pm
Sunday Masses :

8:00am, 10:00am, 5:30pm

4th Sunday of the Month:
5:30pm Mass in Tagalog

Reconciliation:
Saturday 4.15 - 5.00pm

Reflection Questions
 The devil tempts me to…..
 I am able to resist because…..
 The misguided personal gain I am

most tempted to pursue is…..
 This makes me less human in

that...
 I am most aware of God’s gift of

divine Life when…..

John the Baptist Catholic Parish

The rising rate of the cost of living, a possible rise in the GST and possible cuts in welfare, and national
debt putting a strain on health and education spending, and of course more money for offshore housing of
so called unlawful immigrants are a lot of what we’ve been hearing about lately in our media. All this talk
about money, and the stress of living is understandable, but should this be our only focus, particularly
during our Lenten reflection period that we started on Ash Wednesday this week? Thank God we still have
the living memory of Jesus, and the stories of his teaching and lived example to remind us that there’s a lot
more to life than money!
Today in our Gospel reading we see how Jesus understood and obeyed God’s highest commandment: ‘You
shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your strength.’ ‘With all
your heart‘ – i.e. with total determination! ‘With all your soul‘ – i.e. loving and serving God our whole life
long! ‘With all your strength‘ – i.e. putting all our personal possessions, qualities and gifts, at God’s
disposal and for the service of others!
The love of Jesus for God and God’s people was total; but this does not mean that it was any easier for him
to practice than it is for us. It is clear that he had to struggle to choose between God and self. The agony of
temptation for Jesus is highlighted in Luke’s dramatic story of the temptations Jesus faced during that time
when the Holy Spirit led him into the desert. There he spent forty days working out the meaning of his life,
trying to discover just what God wanted him to do with his life. In the process he came face to face with the
Devil who taunted him with rather subtle temptations to both tempt and trick Jesus.
First, the Devil suggests to Jesus, extremely hungry after forty days of fasting: ‘If you are the Son of God,
tell this stone to turn into a loaf of bread.’ In other words, use your power and influence, not for others but
for your own satisfaction, comfort and convenience. But though Jesus is desperate for something to eat, he
does not give in, even for a moment. Instead he seeks nourishment of a different kind, relying on God’s
clear message: ‘One does not live on bread alone.’
That was one kind of temptation, but the idea that next comes to Jesus is even more subtle and appealing.
This is to use his intelligence and his charisma to gather round him the rich and powerful from every nation,
and, eventually, to become a great political leader. It was the temptation to seek world attention and become
a political messiah, a temptation to fame and fortune and empire-building. This is the Messiah the Jewish
people wanted at that time too. This attraction is the very opposite of what God has said in Scripture about
his chosen servant. God clearly wanted the Messiah to be a humble servant, a suffering servant, one who
sacrifices his life in love. Jesus remembers this, realizes this, and takes it to heart. And so he blitzes the
temptation with another clear and definite command of God in Scripture: ‘You must worship the Lord your
God, and serve him alone.’
The third temptation of Jesus (according to Luke) is to go to the very top of the temple in Jerusalem and
take a flying leap from there. A stunt like this will surely attract many followers, and prove to Jesus
personally whether God cares about him or not. Jesus, however, puts the idea completely out of his mind
as he remembers God’s word: ‘You must not put the Lord your God to the test.’
His replies are more remarkable if we remember that Jesus was feeling very weak, fragile and vulnerable.
He hadn’t eaten anything for forty days, in Scriptural language forty meaning a long time. And yet his love
and loyalty to God stayed strong. How did he do it? He just keeps nourishing his mind, his heart, and his
very life, by reflecting on the Word of God.
We are often tempted to be to selfish of one kind or another – in the form of pride, anger, lust, gluttony,
envy, laziness, etc. Like Jesus we must turn to God for guidance and strength, relying especially on the
power of the holy Eucharist in our Mass to remain faithful.
This Lent, to help each of us live a better and more faith filled life and to overcome such temptations, we
would do well to model our lives more closely on the life of Jesus: read the scriptures, reflect on them and
open ourselves to prayer each day.
This Lent we should reflect on the question: "Who is really our God?" Is it money, is it sport, is it food or
drink? Where are our priorities.
Try to make this Lent special by setting aside time each day to pray, even if it is one decade of a rosary, but
commit to something each day to make God the greater focus of your life. Such action will bring great
benefits to your relationship with God, our families and our Church community.

May God bless your efforts this Lent, Michael Toohey, Candidate for Permanent Deaconate

First Sunday of Lent (Year C)
13th & 14th February, 2016

2016 - Jubilee Year of Mercy



YOUTH CORNER

QUOTE

OF THE

WEEK

Antioch meet every Sunday
evening from 6:30-8:30pm at
JB Parish Hall. Come and

join us for some great talks, participate in sharing, music, prayer
and more! All youth from 16-24yo are more than welcome to
attend!

Youth Prayer Intentions and Mass
All the youth and young adults of JB Parish are
invited to the weekly Wednesday night Mass to
pray for specific intentions (which will change each

week). There will be a chance to celebrate Mass, pray for the
intention during the Holy Hour as well as some time for
fellowship with other youth. So please join us this Wednesday
17th February at 7:00pm as we pray for the following intention:
For an increase in joy that comes from Jesus. If you would
like to offer an intention one week, please contact Joe to do so.
Come along for a chance to pray the rosary, celebrate Mass and
worship Jesus in Eucharistic Adoration.
The last Wednesday of every month, we’ll be heading out for a
meal for a night of fellowship and relaxation, so please join us for
that if possible.

Your Prayers are requested for the following,

for whom Mass will be offered:

Sick: Fr John LANGTRY, Archbishop Anthony FISHER.
Sebastian AGUIAR, Maria KONTREC, Bishop George PHIMPISAN,
Fr Paul STENHOUSE, Fr John B CHIANG, Ray CLARKE,
Maila CORKILL, Fahed JREISAT, Emmanuel ARAPA,
Bishop Geoffrey ROBINSON, Facunda MARTINO (7 years),
Luis MARTINO, Anna MILLZARSKI, Bogdan MILLZARSKI,
Justin ZERAFA, Cherish ADINA (1 year), Carmen SPITERI,
Audrey SPITERI, Christine TRIGAS, Crystel SACOBOS,
Eugene KLEIBERT, Dora BADINO, Guido BADINO,
Sue SHERMAN, Emmanuel POLJAK, Ciro PUNZO,
Valerie McCARTHY, Gemma GATT, Pamela LEVERS

Recently Deceased: John Emile DAWES, Pek LANG,
Eduiges CAMPOS

Death Anniversary: Daniel MICALI, Courtney Jayde TOPIC
Other: Very Special Intention

CHILDREN’S LITURGY

Children’s Liturgy has commenced for the year.
Thank you to all our Children’s Liturgy Leaders and
helpers for volunteering to lead the children of John the
Baptist Parish in prayer and sharing your Faith with them.

Children’s Liturgy Leaders please collect your folder from
the Church Meeting Room. Please also ensure you have a
current “Working with Children” Check.

Please return any folders from 2015 to the Children’s Liturgy
cupboard in the Church Meeting Room.

For more information contact Angela on 9606 8403 or
0410 964 196.

Y-FACTOR “SHINE” 2016!
Join us for Y-FACTOR “SHINE 2016! We can’t even
begin to tell you how incredible last year’s camp was.
You’ll just have to pack a bag and join us this time
round.
The CYS Staff and Youth Ministers from all over the
Sydney Archdiocese have been working for months to make this
year’s camp even better (if that’s possible). So, if you are
currently in years 7-12, then come have the time of your life
these Easter school holidays with 60 friends you haven’t met yet!
There’ll be heaps of time for games, activities, talks, discussion,
prayer and a chance to grow in your faith and relationship with
God. This camp is so big we can only run it once a year so get
on board now or miss out! Please check out more of the details
at http://www.catholicyouthservices.org/events/y-factor-
archdiocesan-youth-camp/

VALENTINE’S DAY 2016!
Would you like to buy something nice
for a special someone? Then join

some of the senior youth members of our Parish, who are
looking to sell some roses for Valentine’s Day! All monies
raised will go towards financially supporting our youth who are
wishing to attend World Youth Day which is only six months
away! So please join us outside the church after any of the four
Masses on this Valentine’s Day weekend and look to buy a
beautiful rose/bouquet that will be on sale! Prices can be seen
outside by the table.

PARISH HOUSIE: Every Saturday
2pm – 4:30pm at the Liverpool Catholic Club.

Think about your choices. Gambling More, enjoying less?
For free and confidential information and advice about problem

gambling, contact Gambling Help 1800 858 858
www.gamblinghelp.nsw.gov.au

Dear Mrs. Nina & Alice,

Greetings from Sr. Clara, Sisters, children, and the women
from Michaelpuram.

How are you? Hope you both reached home safe and sound.
Thinking of you and thanking the Lord for you Please thank all
the benefactors and especially John the Baptist parishioners for
their love, compassion and mercy towards us. With the money
you raised I have been able to buy 10 sewing machines and set
up the Sewing room for my ladies. I congratulate them for their
works of mercy during the jubilee year of mercy as the Holy
Father wants.

Thank you for the trouble you took to bring the big picture
frame of John the Baptist, it is hanging up in our Chapel. I
appreciate every one of your delicate attention, the love you
both showered on me, the sisters, women and children. The
children are expecting that you will come again and the women
are happy and have begun to stitch the lunch bags you gave
order so you are always in our thoughts and hearts. Praying that
you both may enjoy the peace and the blessing of the Lord all
the days and to keep well and be enthusiastic in spreading Jesus’
love and mercy to all whom you meet. We are going to begin the
Holy season of Lent. We pray and forgive those who hurt us and
gain God’s love for us. On the 11th of this month we bless
and begin to put up a building for a vocational training centre.
Keep us in your prayers. I shall give you the progress of the
work. Thank you once again. The Sisters, women and children
send their love. God bless.

Sr. Clara Devaranaj

CADBURY CHOCOLATES
If you would like to support our youth going to Poland in another
way, we have chocolates that need selling! All help would be
greatly appreciated and is something relatively simple. If you
would like to help, please come and visit me in the parish office.
Thank you.

JORDAN & GALILEE YOUTH GROUPS
Will be returning very soon!
Please check the bulletin for weekly
updates or make sure to receive a notice (they will be there)
from your school if you attend any high school or primary school
within the local area.



RAISE YOUR VOICES!
Entrance Antiphon: When he calls on me, I will answer him; I will deliver him and give him glory, I will grant him length of
days.

Responsorial Psalm: Be with me, Lord, when I am in trouble.

Gospel Acclamation: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory! No one lives on bread alone, but on every word
that comes from the mouth of God. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory!

Communion Antiphon: One does not live by bread alone, but by every work that comes forth from the mouth of God..

First Reading Deuteronomy 26:4-10
A reading from the Book of Deuteronomy

Moses said to the people: ‘The priest shall take the pannier
from your hand and lay it before the altar of the Lord your
God. Then, in the sight of the Lord your God, you must make
this pronouncement:
‘“My father was a wandering Aramaean. He went down into
Egypt to find refuge there, few in numbers; but there he
became a nation, great, mighty, and strong. The Egyptians ill-
treated us, they gave us no peace and inflicted harsh slavery
on us. But we called on the Lord, the God of our fathers. The
Lord heard our voice and saw our misery, our toil and our
oppression; and the Lord brought us out of Egypt with mighty
hand and outstretched arm, with great terror, and with signs
and wonders. He brought us here and gave us this land, a land
where milk and honey flow. Here then I bring the first-fruits
of the produce of the soil that you, the Lord, have given me.”
‘You must then lay them before the Lord your God, and bow
down in the sight of the Lord your God.’
The Word of the Lord

Responsorial Psalm Psalm 90:1-2,10-15
Be with me, Lord, when I am in trouble.

He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High
and abides in the shade of the Almighty
says to the Lord: ‘My refuge,
my stronghold, my God in whom I trust!’

Be with me, Lord, when I am in trouble.

Upon you no evil shall fall,
no plague approach where you dwell.
For you has he commanded his angels,
to keep you in all your ways.

Be with me, Lord, when I am in trouble..

They shall bear you upon their hands
lest you strike your foot against a stone.
On the lion and the viper you will tread
and trample the young lion and the dragon.

Be with me, Lord, when I am in trouble.

His love he set on me, so I will rescue him;
protect him for he knows my name.
When he calls I shall answer: ‘I am with you,’
I will save him in distress and give him glory.

Be with me, Lord, when I am in trouble..

Second Reading Romans 10:8-13

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans

Scripture says: The word (that is the faith we proclaim) is very
near to you, it is on your lips and in your heart. If your lips
confess that Jesus is Lord and if you believe in your heart that
God raised him from the dead, then you will be saved. By
believing from the heart you are made righteous; by
confessing with your lips you are saved. When scripture says:

those who believe in him will have no cause for shame, it
makes no distinction between Jew and Greek: all belong to
the same Lord who is rich enough, however many ask his
help, for everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be
saved.
The Word of the Lord

Gospel Acclamation Matthew: 4:4
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory!
No one lives on bread alone,
but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory!

Gospel Luke 4:1-13

Filled with the Holy Spirit, Jesus left the Jordan and was led
by the Spirit through the wilderness, being tempted there by
the devil for forty days. During that time he ate nothing and at
the end he was hungry. Then the devil said to him, ‘If you are
the Son of God, tell this stone to turn into a loaf.’ But Jesus
replied, ‘Scripture says: Man does not live on bread alone.’
Then leading him to a height, the devil showed him in a
moment of time all the kingdoms of the world and said to
him, ‘I will give you all this power and the glory of these
kingdoms, for it has been committed to me and I give it to
anyone I choose. Worship me, then, and it shall all be yours.’
But Jesus answered him, ‘Scripture says:

You must worship the Lord your God,
and serve him alone.’

Then he led him to Jerusalem and made him stand on the
parapet of the Temple. ‘If you are the Son of God,’ he said to
him ‘throw yourself down from here, for scripture says:

He will put his angels in charge of you
to guard you,

and again:

They will hold you up on their hands
in case you hurt your foot against a stone.’

But Jesus answered him, ‘It has been said:

You must not put the Lord your God to the test.’

Having exhausted all these ways of tempting him, the devil
left him, to return at the appointed time.

The Gospel of the Lord

Copyright © 1996-2015 Universalis Publishing Limited: see www.universalis.com. Scripture readings from the
Jerusalem Bible are published and copyright © 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman & Todd, Ltd and
Doubleday, a division of Random House, Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. Text of the Psalms:

Pope Francis weekly tweet @ Pontifex.
“ Entering through the Holy Door means discovering
the depths of the Father’s mercy, who seeks each of us
personally.”



PARISH SACRAMENT INFORMATION

Baptisms are usually held on Sundays. It is necessary to make a
booking through the parish office and attend a Baptism Preparation
session with either Fr James, Fr Phan or Deacon Mervyn. The Baptism
will be pencilled in, and will only be confirmed once you have attended
a Baptism Preparation session.

Sacrament of First Penance/Reconciliation/Confession:
Will take place in term 4 (November 2016).

First Holy Communion: Will take place in term 2 (June 2016).

Confirmation: Will take place on 24th and 25th September, 2016.

Please keep watching this space for changes or updates
or call the Parish Office.

Abstinence from Colour Copying During Lent
The Lenten Practice of Abstinence can include not eating chocolate,
meat or drinking alcohol, but it can also include other initiatives. A
little sacrifice every day can help provide for Project Compassion.
During Lent the Bulletin and Parish Office will only be printing in
Black. This will provide a saving of about $300 during Lent, which the
Parish will direct towards Project Compassion.
If you have an unusual abstinence, let the Office know and it could help
to inspire acts of abstinence and charity from everyone in Lent.

Ministries
Next Week
20/21 Feb

Sat
5.30 pm

Sun
8.00 am

Sun
10 am

READERS: S Correa
G Turnbull

P Lavorato
T Simpson

H Pinto
A Pinto

EUCHARIST
MINISTERS:

E Vella
D Tomic

L Tononcelli
D Adam
J Oliveri
L Topic
P Micali

F Foti
F Bushby

A Liberatore
J Gauchi

G Dunn
H Fenech

M Lavorato
J Sullivan

C Goodyer
D Vella
J Vella

G Zangari
M Velardi

Sun
5:30 pm

J Sullivan
G Colusso

UPCOMING PARISH &
WESTERN DEANERY EVENTS

INVITATION TO JOIN LENTEN GROUPS
“ WHO OR WHAT DO I NEED TO PRAY ABOUT SO THAT I MAY

BE MORE MERCIFUL?”

The season of Lent during this Jubilee Year of Mercy should
be lived more intensely as a privileged moment to celebrate
and experience God’s mercy. The Lenten programme
requires 0NE ����������������������������ǡ���ϐ������������
discussion during the 6 weeks of Lent starting from the
week of Ash Wednesday February 10. The readings are from
the Gospel of Luke : the “gospel of mercy”. Let us take up
Pope Francis’ call to mercy, so that everyone may work
together to build a brighter future.
If you would like to LEAD/HOST OR JOIN a group please
place your name on the sign up sheets on the board outside
the Church. Books will be provided to the Leader for the
ϐ������������Ǥ��

CATECHIST NEWS
The first Catechist meeting is on WEDNESDAY 17TH FEBRUARY,
MASS at 7pm followed by MEETING in Parish Hall. All catechists
and helpers are urged to attend, please let your school coordinator know
if you are unable to attend.
New Legislation states that all catechists and helpers need to have
completed the BASIC One Accreditation course – these are available:
Mondays Feb 22,29(10am to 2pm) at OLMC Mt Pritchard and Monday
evenings Feb 22,29 (6.30 to 8.30pm) in the JB meeting room (outside
Church). More details will be provided at the Meeting. Enquiries Nina
Laureti 0408465149

FROM THE HOLY DOOR OF MERCY AT MOUNT SCHOENSTAT SHRINE -
Retreats & Events Feb/Mar See church noticeboard.

Stations of the Cross During Lent Fridays 7:00pm at
John the Baptist Church.

LENT 2016
For those who are unable to join a Lenten group (posters outside
Church) why not register to Walk Through Lent 2016 with The
Catholic Guy at Bruce Downes news @thecatholicguy.com

Please take home a Project Compassion Box and/or
a set of Lenten Envelopes and give generously to
the appeal this Lent titled: ‘Learning More,

Creating Change.’ Visit www.caritas.org.au for more info.

PARISH BULLETIN DEADLINE:
If you have any items that need to be included in the Parish Bulletin
could they please be at the Parish office NO LATER than 12:00pm
on Wednesday. Any late items will not be included in the Parish
bulletin for that coming weekend. Thank you for your understanding
and our apologies if this causes any inconvenience.

Car Park and Safety Changes
In 2015, a review was undertaken of the Bonnyrigg Heights Catholic
site in relation to compliance to the NSW and Australian Government
requirements for Workplace, Health and Safety, and for ease of access
for fire and emergency services. As a result, the Principal of John the
Baptist Primary, the Principal of Freeman College and the Parish
Administrator have taken actions to improve and ensure access in and
around the site in-case of an emergency. Additional exit lighting have
also been installed. Please be understanding fire extinguishers, spitfire
lights and emergency-of the necessity to comply with these legal
requirements. We apologise for any inconvenience that will be caused
by changes to parking arrangements.

24 Hours for the Lord at Bonnyrigg

The initiative entitled 24 Hours for the Lord was received with
great enthusiasm throughout the world in 2014 and 2015.
During this Jubilee Year of Mercy, Pope Francis has asked all
parishes across the world to participate in 24 hours of prayer
and mercy at the mid-point of Lent. Bonnyrigg Parish will
participate this year. It will be celebrated on March 4-5. It will
begin at 7pm on the Friday evening with Stations of the Cross.
There will then be exposition of the Blessed Sacrament from
7.30pm on Friday evening, all the way through the night, until
the conclusion at 9pm on Saturday 5th March with Night
Prayer. Individuals and groups are encouraged to signup to lead
and to watch an hour with the Lord. Confessions will be
available at various times throughout the period. Please see
sign-up sheets outside the Church.

DAYS OF PENANCE
1. Abstinence from meat, and fasting, are to be observed on

Ash Wednesday and Good Friday. All who have
completed their eighteenth year and have not yet begun
their sixtieth year are bound to fast. All who have
completed their fourteenth year are bound to abstain.

2. On all other Fridays of the year including the Fridays of
Lent, the law of the common practice of penance is
fulfilled by performing any one of the following:
(a) prayer - for example, Mass attendance; family prayer; a

visit to a church or chapel; reading the Bible; making
the Stations of the Cross; praying the rosary.

(b) self denial - for example, not eating meat; not eating
sweets or dessert; giving up entertainment to spend time
with the family; limiting food and drink so as to give to
the poor of one’s own country.

c) helping others - for example, special attention to
someone who is poor, sick, elderly, lonely or
overburdened.


