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MASSES THIS WEEK

PSALTER 3

‘Prayer of the Church’
prayed at John the Baptist

10 minutes
before weekday Masses

Morning and Evening Prayer

Monday - 9:10am
St Stanislaus, bishop, martyr

Tuesday - 9:10am
Wednesday - 7:00pm
St Martin I, pope, martyr

Thursday - 9:10am
Friday - 9:10am

Saturday - 9:10am

SUNDAY 16/17 April
(Fourth Sunday of Easter)

Saturday Vigil Mass: 5:30pm
Sunday Masses :

8:00am, 10:00am, 5:30pm

4th Sunday of the Month:
5:30pm Mass in Tagalog

Reconciliation:
Saturdays— 4:15 - 5:00pm

John the Baptist Catholic Parish

“Simon son of John, do you love me more than these others do” (cf. John 21: 15)

Post Resurrection, the synoptic gospel’s writers reported the repeating appearances of Jesus to the
apostles and others disciples. The appearing account gave significant meaning to the apostles and
other disciples’ feelings and also their faith understanding. This is because the appearing account
served as a confirmation to all the prophecies about Jesus from the Old Testament and also to all
the events, which He had spoken to the apostles, would happen to him.

Indeed the repeating appearances of Jesus had brought tremendous hope and joy to the apostles
and all the believers. It might also imply to both confirmation and determination of the Divine
Will to all the faithful. This showed that God wanted the people of good will to know that the
redeeming love which God has given to humanity through the Incarnation, death and Resurrection
of His Only Begotten Son was fulfilled and it was real.

The determination of God is much more than what we know it is. We usually view ‘determination’
as something which serves our own imagination, benefit and stubbornness. As there is a story
about a man lived in Summer Hill. In 2000, he said, ‘the clocks were changed twenty minutes. I
never accepted that. Nobody was going to take twenty minutes out of mine life’. So he kept his
watch set for the old time. He was twenty minutes late for every appointment. As a result, the
determined man had fired from half of a dozen jobs. ‘They won’t beat me’ he declared. “I am
going to die twenty minutes late to show that I was right”. Holding rigidly to one’s outlook, even
in small matter such as twenty minutes of time, may bring certain satisfaction, but it is terribly self
-defeating.

On the contrary, the determination of Jesus brought a bigger sense and for a broader purpose than
just only individual. As we have seen and witnessed that the appearances of Jesus after his
resurrection server as a confirmation to the faith of his believers. In the Gospel reading according
to John we just have heard, we see that Jesus has asked Peter three times that does he love Him
more than the others do? It was not that Jesus did not trust Peter in entrusting the care of the
whole Church to him, but Jesus wanted Peter to be determined in his love and the work which He
was going to entrust to him. And that was the “lovingly obedient determination”.

When is stubbornness or determination a virtue? Peter and the other apostles in the first reading
are good examples. They were every bit as stubborn and determining as the man from Summer
Hill who would not change his watch, but there were two big differences. The apostles were
absolutely correct and the matter was of supreme importance. They really had no choice but to
refuse obedience to the Jewish authorities who had forbidden them to preach Jesus as the Messiah.
Peter summed up the situation perfectly: “Obedience to God comes before obedience to man!” (cf.
Acts 5:29). For Peter the issue was clear cut and he was sure on his ground. He has enjoyed a
direct experience of the risen Christ, as we read in today’s gospel. He knew that Jesus is Lord.
And his determination on preaching of Jesus as the Messiah came from his love for Him and that
determination and stubbornness served the purpose of bringing salvation to others and that not just
only for himself. For this reason Peter and other apostles were indeed stubborn and determining,
but their stubbornness and determination was a virtue, not a foolish obstinacy.

From their contact with the risen Lord, Peter and other apostles received both enlightenment to
form convictions and strength to follow through with those convictions, even to death. Today as
we receive the risen Lord in Communion we should pray for the same enlightenment and strength
so that in following our consciences and the practice of our convictions we may have the
determination of Peter to obey God before man.

Fr. Phan Nguyen

Third Sunday of Easter (Year C)
9th and 10th April, , 2016

2016 - Jubilee Year of Mercy

Reflection Questions
 What in me needs to be

transformed by risen Life is…..
 I encounter the risen Lord

when…..
 This encounter means…..
 At this point in my life following

Jesus is leading me to…..



YOUTH CORNER

Antioch meet every Sunday
evening from 6:30-8:30pm at
JB Parish Hall. Come and join

us for some great talks, participate in sharing, music, prayer and
more! All youth from 16-24yo are more than welcome to attend!

Youth Prayer Intentions and Mass
All the youth and young adults of JB Parish are
invited to the weekly Wednesday night Mass to pray
for specific intentions (which will change each week).

There will be a chance to celebrate Mass, pray for the intention
during the Holy Hour as well as some time for fellowship with other
youth. So please join us this Wednesday 6th April at 7:00pm as we
pray for the following intention: For an increase in WYD
responses and for the recovery, strength and healing of Ian
Ferns. If you would like to offer an intention one week, please
contact Joe to do so. Come along for a chance to pray the rosary,
celebrate Mass and worship Jesus in Eucharistic Adoration.
The last Wednesday of every month, we’ll be heading out for a
meal for a night of fellowship and relaxation, so please join us for
that if possible.

Your Prayers are requested for the following,

for whom Mass will be offered:
Sick: Fr John LANGTRY, Archbishop Anthony FISHER,

Sebastian AGUIAR, Maria KONTREC, Bishop George
PHIMPISAN, Fr Paul STENHOUSE, Fr John B CHIANG,
Ray CLARKE, Maila CORKILL, Fahed JREISAT,
Emmanuel ARAPA, Bishop Geoffrey ROBINSON,
Facunda MARTINO (7 years), Luis MARTINO,
Anna MILLZARSKI, Bogdan MILLZARSKI, Justin ZERAFA,
Cherish ADINA (1 year), Carmen SPITERI, Audrey SPITERI,
Christine TRIGAS, Crystel SACOBOS, Eugene KLEIBERT,
Dora BADINO, Guido BADINO, Sue SHERMAN,
Emmanuel POLJAK, Ciro PUNZO, Valerie McCARTHY,
Gemma GATT, Pamela LEVERS, Lily TANTIYA, Cecilia ABELA,
Brindley & Virginia CAVALLARO, Sarah CANCERI,
Charlie Thomas GATT (Baby)

Recently Deceased: Mark CAVALLARO,
Sergio ‘Tono’ RAMIREZ, Giuseppe PETRULLA,
Natividad GONZALES, Ruperto DOMAOAL

Death Anniversary: Gaeta PACE, Reno NASATO, Daniel VELLA,
Charlie SARREO, Mrs Rosa RAMIREZ, Peter YANG,
Giuseppe GARBO, Joseph (Joe) CASANENTO, Camillo PUNZO,
Miguel BALMACEDA

Other: Paul Xeng SAYAVONGSA, Mary Tian SAYAVONGSA, Very
Special Intention

Y-FACTOR…..Last chance to register!!!!!!!
Join us for Y-FACTOR “SHINE 2016! We can’t even begin
to tell you how incredible last year’s camp was. You’ll just
have to pack a bag and join us this time round.
The CYS Staff and Youth Ministers from all over the
Sydney Archdiocese have been working for months to make this
year’s camp even better (if that’s possible). So, if you are currently
in years 7-12, then come have the time of your life these Easter
school holidays with 60 friends you haven’t met yet!
There’ll be heaps of time for games, activities, talks, discussion,
prayer and a chance to grow in your faith and relationship with God.
This camp is so big we can only run it once a year so get on board
now or miss out! Please check out more of the details at http://
www.catholicyouthservices.org/events/y-factor-archdiocesan-youth-
camp/

JORDAN & GALILEE YOUTH GROUPS
Thank you to all those who came on Friday
and Saturday afternoon night and
participated in what was a wonderful weekend of games,
food and learning and praying the Divine Mercy. The next Galilee
afternoon will be Friday, 6th May, from 3:30-5:30pm and the next
Jordan afternoon will be Saturday, 7th May from 3:30pm-5:30pm
also.
Also… NET are coming! The National Evangelization Team from
CYS, Homebush will be running these two afternoons! They are
perhaps, the seven wittiest, fun, loving and engaging individuals
that you’ll ever meet and they will host what will be an undoubtedly
awesome couple of hours! If you’re interested, please come to
meet them and hear them speak and be absolutely amazed!
On April 23, Saturday, all Jordan and Galilee attendees are invited
to come along to FlipOut in Penrith for a night of fun and action. If
you’re a regular youth group attendee and you’ve missed out on a
permission slip, please swing by the office and pick one up. Thank
you all and God Bless.

WOMEN’S DAY RETREAT. A day to find out more about
consecrated life and vocation discernment with time for personal
prayer & reflection, as well as meeting and chatting with other
young women. Saturday, 30 April at 9.30am. JPII Student
Centre, 150 City Road, Darlington NSW 2008. For single women
(18-35). Donation: $10.00. RSVP is essential by 25 April via
www.vocationcentre.org.au

WORLD YOUTH DAY
2 weeks to go till registrations close!! (in case you couldn’t tell)
Anyone interested, please contact me ASAP! This is an
experience of a lifetime (my 4th one!) and I couldn’t encourage you
anymore If you’re between ages 18-35 and interested, please visit
www.catholicyouthservices.org/wyd

WALK WITH CHRIST POSTPONED. Due to complications
associated with the Light Rail works in the CBD, the decision has
been taken to postpone the annual Eucharistic Procession, Walk
With Christ, to a time close to the Feast of Christ the King
(Sunday 20 November 2016). This will allow us to close the Year
of Mercy with the Eucharistic Procession. His Grace also hopes
that he might be able to accompany the procession in November.
We are extremely grateful for the efforts of the personnel at
Sydney’s Transport Management Centre for the collaborative way
in which they have engaged with us and we are hopeful of
resolving a suitable route for November.

Entries for the 2016 Australian Catholic University (ACU)
Prize and Poetry are now welcome. Open to all, the ACU Prize
for Poetry will be awarded for outstanding poetry with the theme
Loving Kindness. With $10,000 in prize money, the ACU Prize
for Poetry aims to support writers and to continue the tradition of
the Catholic Church as a key patron of the arts. For more
information including full entry guidelines go to
www.acu.edu.au/poetry-prize or contact Carmel at
aculiteratureprize@acu.edu.au or phone (02) 9739 2380.

We congratulate the families of Ryan MALLIA,
Ace CUELLO, Kirsty MUTAMBUDZI and
Kaia TRINH who will be Baptised here this
Sunday 10th April.

ANZAC VIGIL MASS OF REMEMBRANCE. The ANZAC
Solemn Vigil Mass of Remembrance at St. Mary’s Cathedral will
be held on Sunday, 24 April 2016 at 6.00pm. The Mass will be
offered for peace, and for the lives and service of the Australian
Defence Force members. All are welcome to attend and pay their
respects to the Fallen, and to pray for those who serve or have
served the nation in a military or civilian capacity in the defence
of Australia.



PARISH SACRAMENT INFORMATION

Baptisms are usually held on Sundays. It is necessary to make a
booking through the parish office and attend a Baptism Preparation
session with either Fr James, Fr Phan or Deacon Mervyn. The Baptism
will be pencilled in, and will only be confirmed once you have attended
a Baptism Preparation session.

Sacrament of First Penance/Reconciliation/Confession:
Will take place in term 4 (November 2016).
First Holy Communion: Will take place on 18th, 19th, 25th and 26th
June.

Confirmation: Will take place on 25th September, 2016

Please keep watching this space for changes or updates
or call the Parish Office.

REGULAR FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTION TO THE PARISH
Thank you to all who regularly contribute to the running of the
John the Baptist Parish. All donations through Parish Planned Giving
are 100% tax deductible. If you would like to join the planned giving
and contribute through periodic credit card donations, please complete
one of the yellow Credit Card authority forms. These forms can be
picked up outside the Church or from the Parish Office. Thank you for
your assistance and support.

Ministries
Next Week
16/17 April

Sat
5.30 pm

Sun
8.00 am

Sun
10 am

READERS: A Dionysatos
G Turnbull

S Davies
R Golubic

H Pinto
A Pinto

EUCHARIST
MINISTERS:

D Adam
J Oliveri
L Topic
P Micali
M Brito

M Chum
A Goria

L Barilla
D Sullivan

J Gilan
R Imbert

F Holden
M Aulsebrook
L Aulsebrook

C Porreca
A Pinto
D Ellul

J Papaleo
G Buttel

M Bridges

Sun
5:30 pm

G Colusso
A Watts

UPCOMING PARISH &
WESTERN DEANERY EVENTS

THE CATHOLIC WEEKLY is available for purchase at $2.00 per
copy. A trial is being undertaken to determine interest after a number
of years without it being sold. The money for the Catholic Weekly can
be put into the poor box or handed to the Piety stall. Thank you.

THÁNH  LỄ THỨ SÁU ĐẦU THÁNG/FIRST FRIDAY OF THE 
MONTH MASS IN VIETNAMESE

Quý ông bà và anh chị em thân mến, 
Theo chương trình mục vụ của giáo xứ cùng với nhu cầu mục vụ và 
phụng vụ trong vấn đề đức tin của người Công Giáo Việt Nam trong 
khuôn viên Giáo Xứ Thánh Gioan Tẩy Giả, Bonnyrigg Heights. Nay 
Giáo Xứ chúng ta sẽ có Thánh Lễ tiếng việt vào thứ sáu đầu tháng. 
Thánh Lễ đầu tiên sẽ bắt  đầu vào thứ Sáu ngày 6 tháng 5 năm 2016 lúc 
7pm.  Mong rằng đây sẽ là cơ hội cho những người Việt Công Giáo 
trong Giáo xứ  gặp gỡ, giao lưu và nâng đỡ đức tin cho nhau.  Cha Phán 

Pope Francis weekly tweet @ Pontifex.
“ Christian faith is a gift that we receive in Baptism
and which allows us to encounter God.”

VISIT TO OUR LADY OF MERCY, PENROSE PARK

On Wednesday 13th April a pilgrimage has been organised to
visit the Shrine of Our Lady of Mercy, Penrose Park (near
Berrima). The bus will leave John the Baptist at 8:00am and
return by 5:30pm.

The day will proceed as follows:
9:30am Confessions. 10:00am Exposition and Rosary, 11:00am
Solemn Mass, lunch BYO or buy food and drink from kiosks.
At 1:30pm Eucharistic procession to Grotto, 2:00pm Grotto
devotions, Benediction and Blessing of pilgrims. 3:00pm visit
some of the 43 chapels built by ethnic communities, such as,
Padre Pio, Italy, Our Lady of Le Vang and the Martyrs of
Vietnam Pakistan, Our Lady of Valankanni, St Anthony
Chapel-Malta, St Stephen—Croatia and many more. 3:45pm
return to coach.

Cost for bus transport is $20.00 per person. Payment may be
given into the Parish Office or directly to Nina Laureti.
WHY A PILGRIMAGE? To obtain an indulgence for the Year
of Mercy, the faithful are called to make a brief pilgrimage to a
Cathedral or designated Shrine where one is able to enter
through the Holy Door of Mercy. This moment of entry to the
Church is linked to the Sacrament of Reconciliation and to the
celebration of the Holy Eucharist with a reflection on mercy. It
will be necessary to accompany these celebrations with the
profession of faith and with prayer for Pope Francis and for the
intentions that he bears in his heart for the good of the Church
and of the entire world. Please join us for our Pilgrimage.
Enquiries Nina Laureti 0408 465 149.

PROJECT COMPASSION BOXES AND ENVELOPES

If you have not already handed in your Project Compassion Boxes and
envelopes, could you please bring them into the Parish office or to
Mass next weekend. Thank you for your support and contributions.

JOHN THE BAPTIST CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL
ENROLMENTS OPEN FOR KINDERGARTEN 2017

Enrolment packs are available from the school office between
8:30am and 4:00pm. Kindergarten enrolments are considered
where the child turns 5 years of age before 31st July of the

year of intended commencement. Any enquiries please phone the
school office on 9823 5042.

THE REGINA COELI
During the Easter Season, the daily Angelus is replaced by the Regina

Coeli. It can be prayed every 6 hours, normally at Midday and 6pm.

Queen of Heaven, rejoice, alleluia.
The Son whom you merited to bear, alleluia.
Has risen, as He said, alleluia.
Pray for us to God, alleluia.
V. Rejoice and be glad, O Virgin Mary, alleluia.
R. For the Lord has truly risen, alleluia.

Let us pray.
O God, who through the resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ
gave rejoicing to the world, grant, we pray, that through his
Mother, the Virgin Mary, we may obtain the joy of everlasting
life. Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

CHURCH CLEANERS your new Roster is available for
collection in the Church alcove after all Masses.

PARISH HOUSIE: Every Saturday
2pm – 4:30pm at the Liverpool Catholic Club.

Think about your choices. Gambling More, enjoying less?
For free and confidential information and advice about problem

gambling, contact Gambling Help 1800 858 858
www.gamblinghelp.nsw.gov.au

All are welcome
John the Baptist Prayer group is inviting
everyone for an evening of Praise and
Worship, fellowship, teaching and much more.
Why not come along and join us, to enjoy a

time of worship, teaching and great fellowship. This is a great
opportunity, so come and be inspired, refreshed.

When: 5th May, 2016 (Our first meeting)
Where: Parish Hall, Mount street, Bonnyrigg Heights 2177
Time: 7.15
Contact: Susan: 02 9607 5137



RAISE YOUR VOICES!

Entrance Antiphon: Cry out with joy to God, all the earth; O sing to the glory of his name. O render him glorious praise,
alleluia.

Responsorial Psalm: I will praise you, Lord, for you have rescued me.

Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia! Lord Jesus, make your word plain to us: make our hearts burn with love when you
speak. Alleluia!

Communion Antiphon: The disciples recognise the Lord Jesus in the breaking of the bread, alleluia.

First Reading Acts 5:27-32,40-41
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles

The high priest demanded an explanation of the Apostles. ‘We
gave you a formal warning’ he said ‘not to preach in this name, and
what have you done? You have filled Jerusalem with your
teaching, and seem determined to fix the guilt of this man’s death
on us.’ In reply Peter and the apostles said, ‘Obedience to God
comes before obedience to men; it was the God of our ancestors
who raised up Jesus, but it was you who had him executed by
hanging on a tree. By his own right hand God has now raised him
up to be leader and saviour, to give repentance and forgiveness of
sins through him to Israel. We are witnesses to all this, we and the
Holy Spirit whom God has given to those who obey him.’ They
warned the apostles not to speak in the name of Jesus and released
them. And so they left the presence of the Sanhedrin glad to have
had the honour of suffering humiliation for the sake of the name.

The Word of the Lord

Responsorial Psalm Psalm 29:2, 4-6, 11-13
I will praise you, Lord, for you have rescued me.

I will praise you, Lord, you have rescued me
and have not let my enemies rejoice over me.
O Lord, you have raised my soul from the dead,
restored me to life from those who sink into the grave.

I will praise you, Lord, for you have rescued me.

Sing psalms to the Lord, you who love him,
give thanks to his holy name.
His anger lasts a moment; his favour all through life.
At night there are tears, but joy comes with dawn.

I will praise you, Lord, for you have rescued me.

The Lord listened and had pity.
The Lord came to my help.
For me you have changed my mourning into dancing:
O Lord my God, I will thank you for ever.

I will praise you, Lord, for you have rescued me.

Second Reading Apocalypse 5:11-14

A reading from the book of Apocalypse

In my vision, I, John, heard the sound of an immense number of
angels gathered round the throne and the animals and the elders;
there were ten thousand times ten thousand of them and thousands
upon thousands, shouting, ‘The Lamb that was sacrificed is worthy
to be given power, riches, wisdom, strength, honour, glory and
blessing.’ Then I heard all the living things in creation – everything
that lives in the air, and on the ground, and under the ground, and
in the sea, crying, ‘To the One who is sitting on the throne and to
the Lamb, be all praise, honour, glory and power, for ever and
ever.’ And the four animals said, ‘Amen’; and the elders prostrated
themselves to worship.

The Word of the Lord

Gospel Acclamation: cf Luke 24:32
Alleluia, alleluia!
Lord Jesus, make your word plain to us:
make our hearts burn with love when you speak.
Alleluia!

Gospel John 21:1-19

A Reading from the Holy Gospel according to John

Jesus showed himself again to the disciples. It was by the Sea of
Tiberias, and it happened like this: Simon Peter, Thomas called the
Twin, Nathanael from Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee and two
more of his disciples were together. Simon Peter said, ‘I’m going
fishing.’ They replied, ‘We’ll come with you.’ They went out and
got into the boat but caught nothing that night.

It was light by now and there stood Jesus on the shore, though the
disciples did not realise that it was Jesus. Jesus called out, ‘Have you
caught anything, friends?’ And when they answered, ‘No’, he said,
‘Throw the net out to starboard and you’ll find something.’ So they
dropped the net, and there were so many fish that they could not haul
it in. The disciple Jesus loved said to Peter, ‘It is the Lord.’ At these
words ‘It is the Lord’, Simon Peter, who had practically nothing on,
wrapped his cloak round him and jumped into the water. The other
disciples came on in the boat, towing the net and the fish; they were
only about a hundred yards from land.

As soon as they came ashore they saw that there was some bread
there, and a charcoal fire with fish cooking on it. Jesus said, ‘Bring
some of the fish you have just caught.’ Simon Peter went aboard and
dragged the net to the shore, full of big fish, one hundred and fifty-
three of them; and in spite of there being so many the net was not
broken. Jesus said to them, ‘Come and have breakfast.’ None of the
disciples was bold enough to ask, ‘Who are you?’; they knew quite
well it was the Lord. Jesus then stepped forward, took the bread and
gave it to them, and the same with the fish. This was the third time
that Jesus showed himself to the disciples after rising from the dead.

After the meal Jesus said to Simon Peter, ‘Simon son of John, do
you love me more than these others do?’ He answered, ‘Yes Lord,
you know I love you.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Feed my lambs.’ A second
time he said to him, ‘Simon son of John, do you love me?’ He
replied, ‘Yes, Lord, you know I love you.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Look
after my sheep.’ Then he said to him a third time, ‘Simon son of
John, do you love me?’ Peter was upset that he asked him the third
time, ‘Do you love me?’ and said, ‘Lord, you know everything; you
know I love you.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Feed my sheep.

‘I tell you most solemnly,
when you were young
you put on your own belt
and walked where you liked;
but when you grow old
you will stretch out your hands,
and somebody else will put a belt round you
and take you where you would rather not go.’

In these words he indicated the kind of death by which Peter would
give glory to God. After this he said, ‘Follow me.’

The Gospel of the Lord

Copyright © 1996-2015 Universalis Publishing Limited: see www.universalis.com. Scripture readings from the
Jerusalem Bible are published and copyright © 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman & Todd, Ltd and
Doubleday, a division of Random House, Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. Text of the Psalms:
Copyright © 1963, The Grail (England). Used with permission of A.P. Watt Ltd. All rights reserved.


