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MASSES THIS WEEK

PSALTER 1

‘Prayer of the Church’
prayed at John the Baptist

10 minutes
before weekday Masses

Morning and Evening Prayer

Monday - No Mass
St Januarius, bishop, martyr

Tuesday - 9:10am
Sts Andrew Kim Tae-gon, priest,
martyr and Paul Chong Ha-sang

& companions, martyrs
For the Souls of Joseph Borg and

Lino Celebrin

Wednesday - 7:00pm
St Matthew, apostle, evangelist

For the Soul of Joseph Xuereb

Thursday - 9:10am
Friday - 9:10am

St Pius of Pietrelcina, priest
For the Souls of Violet Anderson

and Luciano Morassut

Saturday - 9:10am

SUNDAY 24/25 SEPT
(26th Sunday in Ordinary Time)

Saturday Vigil Mass: 5:30pm
Sunday Masses :

8:00am, 10:00am, 5:30pm

4th Sunday of the Month:
5:30pm Mass in Tagalog

Reconciliation:
Saturdays— 4:15 - 5:00pm

John the Baptist Catholic Parish

25th Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year C)
17th & 18th September, 2016

2016 - Jubilee Year of Mercy

Reflection Questions
 If Jesus were to say to me,

“Prepare a full account of
your stewardship,” my
response would be…..

 I make shortsighted choices
about my immediate well-
being at the cost of my
eternal well-being when…..

 Who and what support me
to serve God and God alone
are….. Fr. Phan Nguyen

“You cannot be the slave both of God and money” (Cf. Luke 16:13)

Of all gospel readings of the year, today is one of the most puzzling. With the old translation, we used to
refer it as the parable of the unjust steward, but with the new translation we refer it as the parable of the
devious or dishonest manager. In either way, we, with our human emotion and interpretation, are shocked
to think that our Lord could praise such a man.
It is true that the manager was irresponsible in his care of his employer’s property. The gospel says that he
squandered his employer’s possessions, which implies that he mishandled his affairs, probably for his own
profit. In this case, indeed he was using his position to make profit for himself. When he received notice
that he was going to be fired, he struck upon a plan to win favour with his employer’s debtors. He called
each one and reduced their debt. This action, which is the heart of the parable, did not constitute another
act of dishonesty, as we may be led to believe. The debt owned included the manager’s commission, and
what he was doing was giving up that commission which belonged to him. In other words, what the
manager did was to give up his commission as a favour to the debtors so that when has was fired they
would be friend with him. And so, the employer gave the manager credit, not for being dishonest, but for
showing initiative.
It was from the enterprise and initiative of the manager that our Lord draw the lesson. The manager not
only had the good sense to realize that his future was in jeopardy, but he also decided to get some
insurance for that future. He did a great favour for the debtors so that they would have to return the favour.
As the manager himself said “I know what I will do to make sure that when I am dismissed from the
office there will be some to welcome me into their homes” (Cf. Luke 16: 4).
But our Lord does not want us to be just like the manager, because, after all, he made a big mistake. He
was correct in worrying about his future; his mistake was not looking far enough into the future. In other
words, he was preparing only for temporary security when he would lose his job, but he should have been
thinking about eternal security when he would lose his life.
It would be a big and serious mistake if we do not work hard enough for our eternal security. Our Lord
Jesus says that we should use this world’s goods to gain a lasting reception in heaven. As he said “I tell
you this: use money, tainted as it is, to win your friends, and thus make sure that when it fails you, they
will welcome you into the tents of eternity” (Cf. Luke 16: 9).
We might know that money is not an end in itself. Money is supposed to be used to support one’s own
life, one’s family, to help the poor, to be a supportive matter building up solidarity. Frankly, money can be
a great danger if we do not know how to use it well. We can make our whole lives an effort to build up
wealth, and forget about the needs of others who are worse off than us. This was the kind of thoughtless
greed condemned by the prophet Amos in the first reading. Money can even make us forget about God
and think that we can do everything without him. Even for those who are poor, money can be a problem,
because we can be easily be trapped into thinking about little else than getting more money.
But the gospel story continues; we have just a small part of a complete episode in today’s reading. It goes
on to say that the Pharisees, who were fond of money, were listening to what Jesus was saying and they
began to sneer at him. No doubt few people today may be tempted to sneer at this teaching of Jesus that
money is not the end of life, or they may incline to feel that it isn’t very practical. We live a society that
canonizes the wealthy and forgets about eternal life. As Christians or precisely Catholics in our case, we
must remember that our true wealth, our lasting wealth, is not here on earth, but in the kingdom of heaven.
For this reason, our time and money must be spent in building up treasures in heaven. This is the kind of
wealth which no one, not even someone like the dishonest manager, can steal from us.
In every Mass we have a reminder of true spiritual values. In our liturgical celebration of the death and
resurrection of Christ we recall that, though he died penniless, Christ earned for us the greatest wealth
possible, the riches of eternal life in heaven. As Christ renews the offering of himself in sacrifice to God
the Father, he invites us to join with him as victims. We must profess in that offering that all our worldly
goods come from God and are to be used for his glory and our salvation, because we know that God is the
Master of everything we have, even our own lives.



YOUTH CORNER

Antioch meet every Sunday
evening from 6:30-8:30pm at
JB Parish Hall. Come and join

us for some great talks, participate in sharing, music, prayer and
more! All youth from 16-24yo are more than welcome to attend!

Youth Prayer Intentions and Mass
All the youth and young adults of JB Parish are invited
to the weekly Wednesday night Mass to pray for
specific intentions (which will change each week).

There will be a chance to celebrate Mass, pray for the intention
during the Holy Hour as well as some time for fellowship with other
youth. So please join us this Wednesday 21st September at 7pm
as we pray for the following intention: For our government - that it
may make decisions to preserve the dignity of the human
person and the love that Christ has put in each of our hearts. If
you would like to offer an intention one week, please contact Joe to
do so. Come along for a chance to pray the rosary, celebrate Mass
and worship Jesus in Eucharistic Adoration.

Your Prayers are requested for the following,

for whom Mass will be offered:
Sick: Fr John LANGTRY, Archbishop Anthony FISHER,

Sebastian AGUIAR, Maria KONTREC, Bishop George
PHIMPISAN, Fr John CHIANG, Maila CORKILL, Fahed JREISAT,
Emmanuel ARAPA, Bishop Geoffrey ROBINSON,
Facunda MARTINO (7 years), Luis MARTINO,
Anna MILLZARSKI, Bogdan MILLZARSKI, Justin ZERAFA,
Carmen SPITERI, Audrey SPITERI, Christine TRIGAS,
Crystel SACOBOS, Guido BADINO, Sue SHERMAN,
Emmanuel POLJAK, Ciro PUNZO, Valerie McCARTHY,
Gemma GATT, Pamela LEVERS, Lily TANTIYA, Cecilia ABELA,
Brindley & Virginia CAVALLARO, Sarah CANCERI,
Doug ANDERSON, Doris LIGHTOWER, Darren OWM,
Joe SAMMUT, Giannino MORASSUT, Diana VUKOV

Recently Deceased: Rosaria STIVALA, Lino CELEBRIN,
Joy GIBBS, Joseph XUEREB, Joseph BORG, Rose VELLA,
Isaac KNOWLES, Francesca SCUTELLA, Fr Frank FURFARO,
Ian BAKER

Anniversary: Tsi Sing Joseph LAY, Vincent MUSCAT,
Violet ANDERSON, Luciano MORASSUT

Other: Very Special Intention

City Silence - City Silence is a weekly Holy Hour for young adults
(aged 18-35) at St Mary’s Cathedral every Tuesday evening from
6:30-7:30pm (excluding January). City Silence includes times of
silence, reflection, scripture, and song; confessions are generally
available. Following City Silence everyone is welcome to a casual
dinner at a nearby restaurant. Access to City Silence is via the
eastern door of the Cathedral which is located at the top of the stairs
from the Cathedral car park.

WERE YOU MARRIED AT ST MARY’S CATHEDRAL?
An invitation is open to those married at St. Mary's
Cathedral to return with their families for a special Mass
of Thanksgiving, Blessing and Renewal of Vows on

Sunday, 09 October 2016 at 10.30am, followed by morning tea &
music in Chapter Hall.
Certificates will also be presented for 25th, 30th, 40th, 50th or
60th anniversaries. Those with ancestors married at St. Mary’s
Cathedral are also invited to join in this wonderful celebration.
To register your interest, RSVP by 21st September to the Special
Liturgies Officer on (02) 9220 0453 or
email jennifer.foo@stmaryscathedral.org.au.

JAMES PARKER SPEAKING TOUR a gay rights activist turned
husband and father returns to Sydney to speak on “Why I Changed
My Mind about Same-Sex Marriage”. See Church notice board for
dates or call Life, Marriage and Family Centre on 9307 8402.

FATIMA NIGHT

This coming October 13th is the 99th Anniversary of the
last apparition at Fatima, Portugal.

Fr John Iacono will commemorate the event by
celebrating “Fatima Night” with the following:
1) An Act of Consecration to the Immaculate Heart of Mary, as

requested at Fatima by our Blessed Mother
2) Blessing to all the children
3) A documentary on Fatima

Venue: St Joseph’s Parish, 231 Newbridge Road, Moorebank
Time: 6:45pm
For Whom: Everybody is welcome.

Don’t miss this opportunity of a life time! It will be a mini
experience of what takes place at Cova De Eria, Fatima, Portugal
every 13th of the month. Please make and effort to be there. You
will be blessed because you came.

FATHER JAMES MALLON IS COMING TO AUSTRALIA
Alpha Australia is very excited to announce that Fr James Mallon
is coming to Australia in November. Fr James is parish priest at
St Benedict, in the Archdiocese of Halifax-Yarmouth, Canada and
a member of the Global Catholic Alpha Board.

He is the author of the bestselling book “Divine Renovation: From
a Maintenance to a Missional Parish”. Fr James shares insights
from his experience of moving his parish “from maintenance to
mission”. He talks about the urgency necessary when going out
and spreading the Gospel.

Fr James will definitely inspire you and help stir your passion to
see parishes cultivate communities of discipleship and vibrant and
dynamic faith communities. If you are interested in seeing
Fr James Mallon he will be at Dooley’s Catholic Club,
Lidcombe on Thursday 17th November at 7:15pm.

PASTORAL VISIT BY OUR NEW REGIONAL BISHOP
Bishop Randazzo, Sydney’s new auxiliary bishop and the regional
bishop for the West of Sydney, will visit on Sunday October 2. He
will celebrate the 8am and 10am Sunday Masses. All welcome to
come and meet our new bishop. At the 8am Mass he will preside
over the Rite of Enrolment for the RCIA Candidates. At the 10am,
he will assist with some baptisms.

WEEKEND TO PRAY FOR HSC STUDENTS: 8/9 October
On Saturday 8 and Sunday 9 October, all Masses in the Parish will
be to pray for our Year 12 students prior to the commencement of
their HSC Exams later that week. There will be special prayers for
our students and a blessing. Please encourage and invite any Year 12
students to attend any of the Parish Masses that weekend.

HSC MASS
For those who are completing the HSC next month, Father James
and Father Phan will be offering the weekend Masses of 8th and 9th
October for all these students. Please come along for a special
blessing and be assured of all our prayers Year 12! God Bless and
best of luck!

Saint Mother Teresa of Calcutta



PARISH SACRAMENT INFORMATION

Baptisms are usually held on Sundays. It is necessary to make a
booking through the parish office and attend a Baptism Preparation
session with either Fr James, Fr Phan or Deacon Mervyn. The date for
Baptism will be confirmed once you have attended a Baptism
Preparation session.

Sacrament of First Penance/Reconciliation/Confession:
Will take place in Term 4 (29 November - 2 December, 2016).
Enrolments have now ceased.

First Holy Communion: Took place on 18th, 19th, 25th and 26th June.

Confirmation: Will take place on 25th September, 2016.

Please keep watching this space for changes or updates
or call the Parish Office.

BIBLE STUDY: Every Thursday 10am - 11am
Gathers in the Church Meeting Room (after the
9:10am Mass and Rosary). For further information

please contact Meding on 9823 7121 or 0410 177 673.

UPCOMING PARISH &
WESTERN DEANERY EVENTS

PARISH HOUSIE: Every Saturday
2pm – 4:30pm at the Liverpool Catholic Club.

Think about your choices. Gambling More, enjoying less?
For free and confidential information and advice about problem

gambling, contact Gambling Help 1800 858 858
www.gamblinghelp.nsw.gov.au

All are welcome
The Ascension Prayer Community (new name for
the John the Baptist Prayer group) is inviting
everyone for an evening of Praise and Worship,
teaching/sharing, fellowship, and much more.

Why not come along and join us, to enjoy a time of worship,
teaching, sharing and great fellowship. This is a great
opportunity, so come and be inspired, refreshed.
When: 13th October, 2016 (meetings take place on a

fortnightly basis)
Where: Parish Hall, Mount Street, Bonnyrigg Heights 2177
Time: 7.15pm
Contact: Susan: 02 9607 5137 or 0415 342 672

Ministries
Next Week
24/25 SEPT

Sat
5.30 pm

Sun
8.00 am

Sun
10 am

READERS: A Dionysatos
G Turnbull

S Davies
R Golubic

H Pinto
A Pinto

EUCHARIST
MINISTERS:

D Rotondo
A Jameson

G Rapisarda
H Fenech
P Vujica
T Micali

B Empeigne

J Gilan
D Sullivan
R Imbert

J Finucane

G Zangari
R Hibbs
F Holden

M Aulsebrook
L Aulsebrook

C Porreca
A Pinto
D Ellul

J Papaleo

Sun
5:30 pm

G Colusso
A Watts

COUNTERS:

CHURCH
CLEANERS:
Group 4

F Aloe

I Gasperic

J Coiera

Family Thang
Vu

F Camacho A Froio

END OF JUBILEE YEAR OF MERCY CELEBRATION
20 NOVEMBER 2016

UPDATE: So far we have: Assyrian, Croatian, Holland, India,
Mauritius, Philippines, Tonga and Vietnam stalls, cake and a
Barista. We have a singer and a boy’s band.

WE NEED: Maltese, Syrian and Iraq stalls, more entertainers,
volunteers to assist in parking, volunteers to do face painting
and we need disposable dinner plates. Please contact Susan
0419 606 683.

BEREAVEMENT AND LOSS SUPPORT
REFLECTION MORNING

Season’s for Change: Workshop on Change, Loss
and Grief

Grief can emanate from any change and subsequent
loss - Loss of job, marriage, relationship including death of a

loved one.

Facilitated by Mark Gerhard - Bereavement Support
Services from Catholic Cemeteries and Crematoria.

Date: Saturday 8th October 2016 from 9am
Where: John the Baptist

Morning tea will be provided.

Please RSVP to the parish office on 9823 2572 or Josie
9607 3973.

‘Death and loss are not the end of the story
Life is changed not ended’

ATTENTION EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS: The new Roster is
now available for collection after all Masses this weekend.

CONFIRMATION CANDIDATE RETREAT
Following the 10:00am Mass today the Confirmation
Candidates will need to locate their group leader where
parents will sign their children in. The children will remain

with their group leader for the duration of the retreat. Parents are
invited back at 2pm for Benediction and then parents will sign their
children out as they leave.

Morning tea will be provided after Mass.

PARISH FORUM - 15th October: 2pm - 4.30pm - ALL INVITED
There will be a Parish-wide community forum and discussion
concerning the immediate future of our Parish on Saturday 15th October
from 2pm to 4.30pm at the Parish Hall and surrounding venues. Please
mark the date in your diary and make a special effort to attend. All
input from parishioners will be most valuable for the Parish in planning
for the future mission of our Parish. There will be a presentation on the
findings of the Parish Building Feasibility Committee (as it will now be
brought to a close). The presentation will look at options in relation to
the church building, the possibility of a Parish pre-school and childcare,
and other possible uses of our parish buildings in response to the needs
of the community as expressed during the 2010 Parish Planning Survey
and from other discussions. There will also be a presentation on the
Financial situation of the Parish. An external facilitator will assist us in
our discussions.
No decisions have yet been made about the future of the Parish or about
future building projects or about new opportunities for outreach.

SR CLARA CHENNAI APPEAL: As you know we have
fundraised to help Sr Clara build the home for the abandoned
girls in Chennai, India. While I was there in January, daily 3
or 4 women would come into the convent and sew jute bags
which St Clara would then pay them per item and then she
would sell the bags. I bought home with me some of these bags
and they will be on sale after all Masses this weekend for $5
each. The monies raised will be sent to Sr Clara, this will be
our last fundraising for Chennai as Catholic Missions has
deemed Sr Clara’s project now self sufficient.

Thanking you in advance for your continued generosity in
supporting Sr Clara’s Chennai Appeal. Enquiries Nina Laureti
0408 465 149.

TRAINING FOR ALTAR SERVERS
Sessions: 13th October (Thursday) 10:00am - 11:00am

23rd October (Sunday) 8:45am - 9:45am
3rd November (Thursday) 10:00am—11:00am

Applications Forms are available for collection at the Parish Office.



RAISE YOUR VOICES!
Entrance Antiphon: I am the salvation of the people, says the Lord. Should they cry to me in any distress, I will hear
them, and I will be their Lord for ever.

Responsorial Psalm: Praise the Lord who lifts up the poor.

Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia! Jesus Christ was rich bur he became poor, to make you rich our of his
poverty. Alleluia!

Communion Antiphon: How precious is your mercy, O God! The children of men seek shelter in the shadow of

First reading Amos 8:4-7

A reading from the prophet Amos

Listen to this, you who trample on the needy
and try to suppress the poor people of the country,
you who say, ‘When will New Moon be over
so that we can sell our corn,
and sabbath, so that we can market our wheat?
Then by lowering the bushel, raising the shekel,
by swindling and tampering with the scales,
we can buy up the poor for money,
and the needy for a pair of sandals,
and get a price even for the sweepings of the wheat.’
The Lord swears it by the pride of Jacob,
‘Never will I forget a single thing you have done.’

The Word of the Lord

Responsorial Psalm Psalm 112:1-2,4-8

Praise the Lord who lifts up the poor.

Praise, O servants of the Lord,
praise the name of the Lord!
May the name of the Lord be blessed
both now and for evermore!

Praise the Lord who lifts up the poor.

High above all nations is the Lord,
above the heavens his glory.
Who is like the Lord, our God,
who has risen on high to his throne
yet stoops from the heights to look down,
to look down upon heaven and earth?

Praise the Lord who lifts up the poor.

From the dust he lifts up the lowly,
from the dungheap he raises the poor
to set him in the company of princes,
yes, with the princes of his people.

Praise the Lord who lifts up the poor.

Second reading 1 Timothy 2:1-8

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to Timothy

My advice is that, first of all, there should be prayers
offered for everyone – petitions, intercessions and

thanksgiving – and especially for kings and others in
authority, so that we may be able to live religious and
reverent lives in peace and quiet. To do this is right, and
will please God our saviour: he wants everyone to be
saved and reach full knowledge of the truth. For there is
only one God, and there is only one mediator between
God and mankind, himself a man, Christ Jesus, who
sacrificed himself as a ransom for them all. He is the
evidence of this, sent at the appointed time, and I have
been named a herald and apostle of it and – I am telling
the truth and no lie – a teacher of the faith and the truth
to the pagans.

In every place, then, I want the men to lift their hands
up reverently in prayer, with no anger or argument.

The Word of the Lord

Gospel Acclamation: 2 Cor 8:9

Alleluia, alleluia!
Jesus Christ was rich but he became poor,
to make you rich out of his poverty.
Alleluia!

Gospel Luke 16:10-13

A Reading from the Holy Gospel according to Luke
Jesus said to his disciples, ‘The man who can be

trusted in little things can be trusted in great; the man
who is dishonest in little things will be dishonest in
great. If then you cannot be trusted with money, that
tainted thing, who will trust you with genuine riches?
And if you cannot be trusted with what is not yours,
who will give you what is your very own?

‘No servant can be the slave of two masters: he will
either hate the first and love the second, or treat the first
with respect and the second with scorn. You cannot be
the slave both of God and of money.’

The Gospel of the Lord

Copyright © 1996-2015 Universalis Publishing Limited: see www.universalis.com. Scripture readings from the
Jerusalem Bible are published and copyright © 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman & Todd, Ltd and
Doubleday, a division of Random House, Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. Text of the Psalms:
Copyright © 1963, The Grail (England). Used with permission of A.P. Watt Ltd. All rights reserved.

Pope Francis weekly tweet @ Pontifex.
“ Let us ask for a faith that allows us to have trust in
God no matter what the circumstances of life.”


