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MASSES THIS WEEK 
 

PSALTER 2 
‘Prayer of the Church’  

Morning Prayer is prayed at 
St John the Baptist   
10 minutes prior to  

weekday morning Masses 
 

Monday  -  No Mass 
Tuesday  -  9:10am 

Sts Cyril, monk and Methodius, 
bishop 

Wednesday  -  7:00pm 
Emilia Petilla Dotong (sick) 

Thursday  -  9:10am 
For the Soul of Maria Vukobrat 

    Friday  - 9:10am  
Saturday  -  9:10am 

 
NEXT SUNDAY   

SUNDAY 18/19 FEBRUARY 

( Seventh Sunday in Ordinary 
Time) 

Saturday Vigil Mass:  5:30pm 
Sunday Masses :   

8:00am, 10 :00am and 5:30pm 
 

4th Sunday of the Month:   
5:30pm Mass in Tagalog 

Reconciliation:   
Saturdays— 4:15 - 5:00pm  

John the Baptist Catholic Parish 

 

Reflection Questions    
♦ Those who have taught me 

the real meaning of keeping 
the law are�.. 

♦ I realise I have failed to 
keep the meaning of the law 
when�.. 

♦ My actions reveal that the 
fundamental law is gift of 
self to others when�.. 

♦ Jesus fulfilled the law; I fulfil 
the law when I�.. 

Parish Pastoral Centre: 
45 Mount Street, Bonnyrigg Heights, 2177 

Office:       9823 2572  Fax: 9822 9954   
Email:   info@johnthebaptist.org.au 
website:   www.johnthebaptist.org.au 

 

Office Hours:  Tuesday- Friday 10am to 4pm 
Parish Secretary:  Leanne Lang 
Bookkeeper:  Yvonne Smolinski 

Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year A)  
11th and 12th February, 2017 

Reflection Matthew 5:17-37 

The scribes and Pharisees had a certain kind of goodness, even holiness. Jesus did not condemn them 
for the goodness they sought, rather He condemned them for what they did not have in their hearts. 
They had no depth. They governed their thoughts and actions by their external observance of the 
Jewish laws and how they appeared in the eyes of others. The love of God and the love of others that 
flows from our love of God never filled their inner selves, never filled their hearts where they really 
lived. Sure, they did not murder others, but they allowed themselves to hate. They did not commit 
adultery, but they allowed themselves to regard women merely as objects for the pleasure of males. 
Wives were merely useful. That attitude adulterates genuine love and demeans women. 
  
In case we proudly consider ourselves to be so much better than they were, we should take a look at 
ourselves. Do we direct our actions on the basis of what others will think of us? That’s superficial; it 
governs us on the basis of appearances. That motivation is external, not internal. It’s shallow and 
doesn’t come from deep down within us, where we really live. 
 

 Jesus wants His Holy Spirit to dwell deep within us, in our hearts and souls. It’s from there that our 
actions should begin. It’s from there that our motives are formed, motives formed in generosity and 
in the unlimited love and care of God, for ourselves, and for others. 
 

 Most of us do not commit physical adultery, but who among us has not had lust in their hearts and 
looked with lust on others? Isn’t that a sort of divorce? Doesn’t it divorce us from loving only our 
wives or husbands? Who among us has not had envy and jealousy over what others have? Lust isn’t 
something that is limited to sex, but it can lead to a divided heart. Merely observing the 
Commandments only externally allows our hearts to go into wildness and shamelessness. 
  
Few among us have committed perjury while under oath in a court of law. But how many of us have 
said “yes” when we really didn’t mean yes and “no” when we really didn’t mean no? It used to be 
the case that when a person gave her word, then everyone who knew them could rely on them. 
Living up to one’s word was a bond, a contract that everyone could take to be faithful and true. Is 
that true in our day? There are scribes and the Pharisees among us, even today. 
 

I am not suggesting that laws, rules, and regulations are of no value. They are very valuable. Many 
people observe laws because they fear the consequences of violating them. If a person thinks about 
committing a crime he may for a few moments think he can get away with it, but the thought of the 
punishment he will face if he breaks the law causes him to refrain.  
 

 Jesus, however, is looking for something far deeper than legal observances. He wants us to be 
motivated by love, to live loving lives, to care and to unselfishly give ourselves to others and to our 
Father in heaven. This is a way of living that no law can motivate or impose on us. This way of 
living puts greater demands on us. 
 

God gave us a tremendous gift, the gift of freely choosing. This is because love isn’t truly love 
unless it is freely given, and freely received. After all, a gift isn’t a gift unless and until it is received. 
God has paid us a tremendous compliment in that He respects our decisions. That is why He never 
forces our decisions. He offers and then He waits for our response. His love for us is unconditional. 
His only law is love, a love within us that governs our choices and the actions that flow from our 
choices. 
 

 We all know fully well what we do or do or don’t do. And we all know what others do or don’t do. 
God, however, is more interested in what He finds in our hearts. Do we simply obey rules, or do we 
choose to live in love and concern for others? That’s a question the answer to which can only be 
found deep down in your heart, where you really live. 

            Deacon Mervyn Francis 



Your Prayers are requested for the  following, Your Prayers are requested for the  following, Your Prayers are requested for the  following, Your Prayers are requested for the  following, 
for whom Mass will be offered:for whom Mass will be offered:for whom Mass will be offered:for whom Mass will be offered:    
Sick:  Fr John LANGTRY, Archbishop Anthony FISHER,  
Sebastian AGUIAR, Maria KONTREC,  Bishop George 
PHIMPISAN, Fr John CHIANG, Maila CORKILL, Fahed JREISAT,  
Emmanuel ARAPA, Bishop Geoffrey ROBINSON,                    

    Anna MILLZARSKI, Bogdan MILLZARSKI,  Justin ZERAFA, 
Carmen SPITERI,  Audrey SPITERI, Christine TRIGAS,          
Crystel SACOBOS, Guido BADINO, Sue SHERMAN,       
Emmanuel POLJAK, Ciro PUNZO, Valerie McCARTHY,     
Pamela LEVERS, Lily TANTIYA, Cecilia ABELA, Brindley & 
Virginia CAVALLARO, Sarah CANCERI, Doug ANDERSON, 
Darren OWM, Joe SAMMUT, Giannino MORASSUT,              
Diana VUKOV, Florence JIANG, Isabel TANTIYA,                   
Nguyet-Thi-PHAM, John CODNER, Robin ISHAC,                 
Nancy VARTULI, Tan LE, Bibeth BUENCAMINO,                    
Rhea Mae ABRAHAMS, Felicitas VALENCIA, Presley PETILLA, 
Bruno BORSATO, John RAPPAI, Emilia Petilla DOTONG 

 

Recently Deceased:  Maria VUKOBRAT, Sr Marie LANGTRY (Fr 
John Langtry’s Sister and Brigidine Nun Randwick for 70 years), 
Barbara JONG 

Death Anniversary:   Daniel MICALI, Courtney TOPIC 
 

Other:  Special Intention  

 

CHURCH CLEANERS NEEDED:  
If you can spare 1 hour every 8 weeks to clean the 
Church, then please contact Ann 0425 284 860 or Leanne 

9823 2572 at the parish office. Our present cleaning groups are in 
need of extra members. 

YOUTH CORNERYOUTH CORNERYOUTH CORNERYOUTH CORNER    

Youth Prayer Intentions and Mass 
All the youth and young adults of JB Parish are invited 
to the weekly Wednesday night Mass to pray for    
specific intentions (which will change each week).  
There will be a chance to celebrate Mass, pray for the 
intention during the Holy Hour as well as some time for 
fellowship with other youth.  So please join us this 

Wednesday 15th February at 7:00pm as we pray for the following 
intention: For an increased self-giving love for Our Lord, found 
through Our Lady.   If you would like to offer an intention one 
week, please contact Joe to do so.  Come along for a chance to 
pray the rosary, celebrate Mass and worship Jesus in Eucharistic 
Adoration.  

Alpha Youth 
Here in our parish, we are starting the Youth Film Series, known as 
Youth Alpha.  This will be occurring once a fortnight and is         
designed for those who are in years 10, 11 & 12 and anyone who 
has recently finished school.  It will be a chance for us to come 
together to discuss Jesus and feel connected with God for just one 
hour every two weeks. There will be opportunities for us to come 
together socially over some food and drink also. 
 

Please come to Wednesday evening Mass at 7pm if you can, this 
is the best way to make time for God in our hectic lives! When 
we’re busy and flat out with so many things to do, giving God half 
an hour of our time in the celebration of the Eucharist can be the 
most rewarding thing you can do for yourself and nothing can 
please God more! ☺  
Afterwards, we will be meeting outside the Meeting Room after 
Mass at 7:30pm on Wednesday evening, February 22nd. If 
you’re keen, please bring $5 to help cover pizza and drink cost.   
 

Please keep this in mind if you are trying to make more room for 
God in your life but are struggling to do so. This is something     
suitable for young people and is always fun and engaging.  Hope to 
see you there! ☺  

CONGRATULATIONS TO JOSEPH SULLIVAN 

Over the last 2 years Joe Sullivan has been our part-time parish 
youth coordinator. While also serving in our Parish, Joe 
completed his university studies to become a high school 
teacher.  
After applying at a few schools, Joe has been successful in 
being appointed to a full-time teaching position at Mount 
Carmel Catholic College at Varroville.  
The Parish congratulates Joe as he begins this new journey in 
his life.  
Joe has agreed to assist the Parish to establish Youth Alpha 
and there will also be a meeting to discuss future possibilities 
for the Jordan and Galilee groups in the coming weeks.  
Thank You Joe for your fine service and leadership in the 
Parish. We will miss you amongst our staff but we look 
forward to continuing to see you as a parishioner and a parish 
volunteer in the future.  

St Valentine is the Patron Saint of affianced    
couples, bee keepers, engaged couples, epilepsy, 
fainting, greetings, happy marriages, love, lovers, 
plague, travellers and young people.  He is      
represented in pictures with birds and roses and 
his feast day is celebrated on February 14. 

OUR PIETY STORE 

(Affiliated with the Parish St Vincent De Paul Conference) 
 

Our store has undergone a change this year. Virginia O'Connor, 
who has ably coordinated the store for the past few years is taking 
a well earned break. We thank Virginia for her generosity and 
commitment . 
Millie Breaden and Pauline McAndrew have volunteered to fill 
this coordination role for 2017. 
New items and products are on sale at very reasonable prices and a 
number of new ladies have volunteered their services. 

As you are aware, any money raised by the Piety Store is    

directed solely to the poor and disadvantaged through the St 

Vincent De Paul Society. 

Your support of the store directly helps the disadvantaged of our 
area. 
We intend to keep you regularly posted on items for sale. We will 
also publish a monthly statement of all money raised by the store. 

This weekend a huge DISCOUNT SALE of religious and  

spiritual items will take place. 

DISCERNMENT WEEKEND WITH THE CAPUCHIN 

FRANCISCAN FRIARS. 3-5 March 2017.  

Come for a chance to learn more about the inspiring and uplifting 
vocations to the priesthood and religious life. This Live-in      
weekend is for young men (18-35). Starts 7.30pm Friday at 98 
Catherine St, Leichhardt and concludes with 6.00pm Mass on    
unday. Cost is FREE/optional donation. There will be Mass on 
Saturday and Sunday, Adoration, quiet prayer, talks, confession 
available, quiet time and the opportunity to get helpful advice. So 
if you're discerning, come along! Contact Fr Thomas 
on vocations@capuchinfriars.org.au or 0432 362 052. Retreatants 
must register as there are limited spaces available. More info at: 
www.capuchinfriars.org.au. 

SISTERS OF CHARITY OUTREACH VOLUNTEERS PROGRAM 

We are seeking mature people who have some time to spare to 
support the vulnerable in our community.  Please see the Church 
noticeboard for a list of the programs which need volunteers. 



PARISH SACRAMENT INFORMATION 
 

Baptisms are usually held during weekend Masses. It is necessary to 
book through the parish office and attend a Baptism Preparation session 
The date for Baptism will be confirmed once you have attended a 

session. 

Sacrament of First Penance/Reconciliation/Confession (for Yr 2 and 

older):  Will take place in Term 4 (28 November - 1 December, 2017).  
 

First Holy Communion (for Yr 3 and older): Will take place on 11th, 

17th, 18th, 23rd, 24th and 25th June, 2017. 
 

Confirmation (for Yr 6 and older) : Will take  place on Sunday 24th 

September, 2017.   

Contact the Parish Office for more information.  

UPCOMING PARISH &  

WESTERN DEANERY EVENTS/ NEWS 

PARISH HOUSIE:  Every Saturday  
2pm – 4:30pm at the Liverpool Catholic Club. 

Think about your choices. Gambling More, enjoying less? 
For free and confidential information and advice about problem 

gambling, contact Gambling Help 1800 858 858 
www.gamblinghelp.nsw.gov.au 

  You are invited 
The Ascension Prayer Community is inviting       
everyone for an evening of Praise and Worship, 
teaching/sharing, fellowship, and much more. 
Why not come along and join us,  to enjoy a time of 

worship, teaching, sharing and great fellowship.  This is a great           
opportunity, so come and be inspired, refreshed.  
When:    16th February, 2017 (meetings take place on a              
               fortnightly basis)                                                   
Where:   Parish Hall, 45 Mount Street, Bonnyrigg Heights 2177 
Time:     7.15pm  
Contact: Susan:  02 9607 5137 or 0415 342 672 

Ministries  
Next Week     
18/19 FEB 

Sat  
5.30 pm 

Sun  
8.00 am 

Sun  
10 am 

READERS: A Vlahadamis 
J Oliveri 

T Simpson 
M Lavorato 

N Dubuisson 
J Habib 

EXTRA– 
ORDINARY 
MINISTERS: 

D Tomic 
L Tononcelli 
G Siciliano 
A Portolesi 

S Rapisarda 
J Oliveri 
L Topic 

J Gillan 
D Sullivan 
R Imbert 

J Finucane 

N Dubuisson 
J Habib A 

Vlahadamis 
T Vartuli 

E Villegas 
G Dunn 

H Fenech 
M Lavorato 

J Bankowski 

Sun  
5:30 pm 

 
G Colusso 

 

COUNTERS:   
CHURCH 
 
 

CLEANERS: 

Group 1 

G Adam 

 
V Baltazar 

 

E Villegas 

 
J Mavizo 

 

 
B Roy 

 
 

R Agius 

‘COME AND SIT WITH THE LORD’ 

CHRISTIAN MEDITATION 

Every Tuesday at 8pm. Give 20 minutes of your busy 
day to Jesus and experience the difference in your life.  Held in 
the Church chapel.  Duration time is approximately 30 minutes.  
For further information, contact Frances on 0438 213 313. 

The Parish will be running the 

‘Alpha in a Catholic Context 

Course’ during Lent and Easter 
2017. If you have previously 

taken the Alpha Course and would like to help by being part of 
the organising team, please speak with Fr James in January.  
 

Alpha is a tool for evangelisation and faith-enrichment that is 
being used by thousands of Catholic parishes in over 70 
countries around the world. Alpha originally started from an 
Anglican Parish in London but has been reworked to include 
Catholic content and Catholic speakers and has the Blessing of 
the Church. The Course will run once a week over ten weeks 
(during Lent and Easter) and will include a retreat weekend. It 
consists of a meal, a talk (or video) followed by discussion. 
Over 20 million people around the world have done the Alpha 
Course.  
 

Alpha is the first letter in the Greek 
Alphabet and refers to the ‘Beginning’. 
Jesus is the “alpha and the omega – the 
beginning and the end” (Revelations 1:8).  

BIBLE STUDY:  Every Thursday 10am - 11am  
Gathers in the Church Meeting Room (after the 
9:10am Mass and  Rosary).  For further information 

please contact Meding on 9823 7121 or 0410 177 673. 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY 
 

Children’s Liturgy commenced for 2017 last  
weekend. 
 

Thank you to all our Children’s Liturgy Leaders and  
helpers for volunteering to lead the children of John the Baptist 
Parish in prayer and sharing your Faith with them.   
 

 

Children’s Liturgy Leaders please collect your folder from 

the Church Meeting Room.  Please also ensure you have a  

current “Working with Children” Check.   
 

PLEASE RETURN ANY FOLDERS FROM 2016 TO THE 

CHURCH MEETING ROOM. 
 

For more information contact Angela on 9606 8403 or  
0410 964 196. 

CATECHIST NEWS 2017 

 

OPENING MASS 7pm and CATECHIST MEETING to follow 
is on Wednesday 22nd February, could all catechists and helpers 
please attend. 
 
All new catechists or helpers are required by law to complete the 
Unit One training course.  This will run on Monday 13th February at 
St Joseph’s Catholic Church, Newbridge Road, Moorebank from 
9:45 am to 2:15pm.  Please contact CCD to book on 9307 8330. 
 
Basic Course will be offered at JB, in the meeting room on Monday 
20th February from 6:30pm to 8:30pm. 
 
There are still 4 catechists meed to cover all classes: 
Tuesday at Governor Philip King, Edensor Park - Year 2 9:00am and  
                                                                                 Year 5 10:00am. 
Wednesday at Cecil Hills Primary - Kindy at 8:50am. 
Wednesday at Bonnyrigg Height Primary - Year 3 at 12:30pm. 
 
We invite you to join this vibrant JB Catechist Team.  If interested 
please contact Nina Laureti on 0408 465 149. 

CATHOLIC MISSION’S APPEAL IN CAMBODIA 

During Advent we supported the work of Sr Eulie Desacula and the 
Daughters of Charity.  She started the mobile Tuk Tuk Education     
Project in Cambodia.  As she travels to the remotest, poorest and most 
disadvantaged communities she sets up a school and provides education 
to these precious children.  We pray with our financial assistance we 
hope they can have the opportunity to break the cycle of poverty and 
have a future with hope. 
 

Our Advent Appeal this year raised $8,859.00.  The generosity of the 
JB Parishioners is overwhelming.  Sincere thanks and in the words of 
Pope Francis “God is pleased by every act of mercy,  because in the 

brother or sister that we assist, we recognise the face of God which no 

one can see”. 



RAISE YOUR VOICES! 
 

Entrance Antiphon:  Be my protector, O God, a mighty stronghold to save me.  For your are my rock, my stronghold! 

Lead me, guide me, for the sake of your name. 
 

Communion Antiphon: They are and had their fill, and what they craved the Lord gave them; they were not disappointed 

in what they craved. 

First reading            Ecclesiasticus 15:16-21 
A reading from the book of Ecclesiasticus 

If you wish, you can keep the commandments, to behave faithfully is 
within your power.  He has set fire and water before you; 
put out your hand to whichever you prefer.  Man has life and death 
before him; whichever a man likes better will be given him. 
For vast is the wisdom of the Lord; he is almighty and all-seeing. 
His eyes are on those who fear him, he notes every action of man. 
He never commanded anyone to be godless, he has given no one 
permission to sin. 
 

The Word of the Lord 

 

 

Responsorial Psalm           Psalm 118: 1-2, 4-5, 17-18, 33-34 
 

Happy are they who follow the law of the Lord! 

They are happy whose life is blameless, 
who follow God’s law! 
They are happy who do his will, 
seeking him with all their hearts. 

Happy are they who follow the law of the Lord! 

You have laid down your precepts 
to be obeyed with care. 
May my footsteps be firm 
to obey your statutes. 

Happy are they who follow the law of the Lord! 

Bless your servant and I shall live 
and obey your word. 
Open my eyes that I may see 
the wonders of your law. 
 

Happy are they who follow the law of the Lord! 

Teach me the demands of your statutes 
and I will keep them to the end. 
Train me to observe your law, 
to keep it with my heart. 
 

Happy are they who follow the law of the Lord! 

 

 

Second reading           I Corinthians 2:6-10 
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Corinthians 

We have a wisdom to offer those who have reached maturity: not a 
philosophy of our age, it is true, still less of the masters of our age, 
which are coming to their end. The hidden wisdom of God which we 
teach in our mysteries is the wisdom that God predestined to be for our 
glory before the ages began. It is a wisdom that none of the masters of 
this age have ever known, or they would not have crucified the Lord of 
Glory; we teach what scripture calls: the things that no eye has seen 

and no ear has heard, things beyond the mind of man, all that God has 

prepared for those who love him. 
These are the very things that God has revealed to us through the 

Spirit, for the Spirit reaches the depths of everything, even the depths 
of God. 

 

The Word of the Lord 

 

 

Gospel Acclamation         cf. Matthew 11:25 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth; 
you have revealed to little ones the mysteries of the kingdom. 
Alleluia! 

Gospel     Matthew 5:17-37 

A Reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew 

Jesus said to his disciples, ‘Do not imagine that I have come to abolish 
the Law or the Prophets. I have come not to abolish but to complete 
them. I tell you solemnly, till heaven and earth disappear, not one dot, 
not one little stroke, shall disappear from the Law until its purpose is 
achieved. Therefore, the man who infringes even one of the least of 
these commandments and teaches others to do the same will be 
considered the least in the kingdom of heaven; but the man who keeps 
them and teaches them will be considered great in the kingdom of 
heaven. 
‘For I tell you, if your virtue goes no deeper than that of the scribes 

and Pharisees, you will never get into the kingdom of heaven. 
‘You have learnt how it was said to our ancestors: You must not kill; 

and if anyone does kill he must answer for it before the court. But I say 
this to you: anyone who is angry with his brother will answer for it 
before the court; if a man calls his brother “Fool” he will answer for it 
before the Sanhedrin; and if a man calls him “Renegade” he will 
answer for it in hell fire. So then, if you are bringing your offering to 
the altar and there remember that your brother has something against 
you, leave your offering there before the altar, go and be reconciled 
with your brother first, and then come back and present your offering. 
Come to terms with your opponent in good time while you are still on 
the way to the court with him, or he may hand you over to the judge 
and the judge to the officer, and you will be thrown into prison. I tell 
you solemnly, you will not get out till you have paid the last penny. 
‘You have learnt how it was said: You must not commit adultery. 

But I say this to you: if a man looks at a woman lustfully, he has 
already committed adultery with her in his heart. If your right eye 
should cause you to sin, tear it out and throw it away; for it will do you 
less harm to lose one part of you than to have your whole body thrown 
into hell. And if your right hand should cause you to sin, cut it off and 
throw it away; for it will do you less harm to lose one part of you than 
to have your whole body go to hell. 
‘It has also been said: Anyone who divorces his wife must give her a 

writ of dismissal. But I say this to you: everyone who divorces his 
wife, except for the case of fornication, makes her an adulteress; and 
anyone who marries a divorced woman commits adultery. 
‘Again, you have learnt how it was said to our ancestors: You must 

not break your oath, but must fulfil your oaths to the Lord. But I say 
this to you: do not swear at all, either by heaven, since that is God’s 
throne; or by the earth, since that is his footstool; or by Jerusalem, 
since that is the city of the great king. Do not swear by your own head 
either, since you cannot turn a single hair white or black. All you need 
say is “Yes” if you mean yes, “No” if you mean no; anything more 
than this comes from the evil one.’ 
 

The Gospel of the Lord 

 

Copyright © 1996-2015 Universalis Publishing Limited: see www.universalis.com. Scripture readings from the 

Jerusalem Bible are published and copyright © 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman & Todd, Ltd and 

Doubleday, a division of Random House, Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. Text of the Psalms: 

Copyright © 1963, The Grail (England). Used with permission of A.P. Watt Ltd.  All rights reserved. 

The Apostles Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, 
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried; 
he descended into hell;on the third day  
he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty; 
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen. 


