
Mount Street, Bonnyrigg Heights 

(incorporating Bonnyrigg Heights, Green Valley, Edensor Park, Abbotsbury, Cecil Hills & Elizabeth Hills) 

Parish Administrator: Rev Fr James McCarthy 
Email:  pp@johnthebaptist.org.au 
 

Assistant:   Rev Fr Phan Nguyen 
Email:  curate@johnthebaptist.org.au 
 

Deacon:   Rev Mervyn Francis 
Email:  info@johnthebaptist.org.au 

MASSES THIS WEEK 
 

PSALTER 4 
‘Prayer of the Church’  

Morning Prayer is prayed at 
St John the Baptist   
10 minutes prior to  

weekday morning Masses 
 

Monday  -  No Mass 
Tuesday  9:10am 

St Januarius, bishop, martyr 
Wednesday  -  7:00pm 

Sts Andrew Kim Tae-gon, priest, 
martyr 

Paul Chong Ha-sang & 
companions, martyrs 
Thursday  -   9:10am 

St Matthew, apostle, evangelist 
Friday  -  9:10am 

Saturday  -  9:10am 
St Pius of Pietrelcina, priest 

 
NEXT SUNDAY   

SUNDAY 23/24 SEPTEMBER 

(25th Sunday of Ordinary Time)  
Saturday Vigil Mass:  5:30pm 

Sunday Masses: 
8:00am, 10:00am and 5:30pm 

 

4th Sunday of the Month: 
5:30pm Mass in Tagalog 

 

Reconciliations:  
Saturdays — 4:15—5:00pm 

     

 

John the Baptist Catholic Parish 

Michael Toohey 
Candidate for Permanent Deaconate 

Reflection Questions   
♦ I struggle with forgiving 

when�.. 
♦ Because�.. 
♦ I experience God’s 

compassionate forgiveness 
when�.. 

♦ I offer this compassionate 
forgiveness to others 
when�.. 

♦ I have been surprised by the 
gift of forgiveness when�.. 

♦ This has drawn me to�.. 

Parish Pastoral Centre: 
45 Mount Street, Bonnyrigg Heights, 2177 

Office:       9823 2572  Fax: 9822 9954   
Email:   info@johnthebaptist.org.au 
Website:   www.johnthebaptist.org.au 

 

Office Hours:  Tue- Fri 10.30am to 4pm 
Parish Secretary:  Leanne Lang 
Bookkeeper:  Yvonne Smolinski 

24th Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year A)  
16th and 17th September, 2017 

 

 
 

 

“Lord, if my brother sins against me, how often must I forgive? As many as seven 

times?” Matthew 18: 21 

 

Today’s Gospel text opens with one of Peter’s straight-forward questions, “Lord, if my 
brother sins against me, how often must I forgive? As many as seven times?” 
According to the Jewish tradition forgiveness apparently extended to three offenses and 
the fourth offense called for punishment. In good heart Peter doubles the forgiveness of 
the Rabbis and adds one for good measure. We may probably think that Peter is 
extremely generous in suggesting that he should forgive his brother as many as seven 
times. Yet, Jesus pushes it even further by saying, “I say to you, not seven times, but 
seventy-seven times.” In practice, this means an infinite number of times. In other 
words, we should not attach a number, a limit, to the times we forgive. It seems 
hopelessly idealistic and impractical. Yet, in the parable, Jesus urges us to forgive 
others, not just three times as the Law prescribed, nor even seven times as Peter was 
proposing, but seventy-seven times, which means always, just as God forgives us 
always. There is really no alternative for the Christian and the truly human person than 
to forgive – indefinitely. 
 
The parable of the unforgiving servant reminds us that God is always ready to forgive, 
but He expects us to forgive others too. The Parable thus raises the frightening prospect 
that pardon already granted by God could be revoked. The king who forgave his servant 
his debt meant it. When the servant went out and failed to forgive his fellow servant, 
the king revoked the pardon. Is this a good analogy of how God deals with us? This is 
precisely the central point of Jesus' parable of the unforgiving servant. He uses the 
parable in order to draw a direct contrast between the unforgiving servant, and God the 
Father who always forgives. Jesus tells us that his heavenly Father will also do to every 
one of them, if they do not forgive their brother or sister from their heart. This indeed is 
a frightening thought. 
 
To conclude: Forgiveness is a Christian virtue and is the hallmark of our Christian faith 
and practice. Not only that we can receive forgiveness from God, but that we must grant 
it to others too. Forgiving the other in the full sense is a form of loving and caring. It is 
to hold out a hand; to want to renew a friendship; to want a new relationship with 
husband, father, daughter, friend, or indeed enemy. It may not take away the hurt and it 
does not deny the past injury. It does not ignore the possibility and need for repentance 
and a change in the relationship. It means that we are willing to have a relationship with 
the other person that is based on Christian love and not on what has happened in the 
past, if the response of the other person makes that possible. Christ from the cross 
showed what forgiveness is and how far we can go.  
 

Deacon Mervyn Francis. 



Your Prayers are requested for the  following, Your Prayers are requested for the  following, Your Prayers are requested for the  following, Your Prayers are requested for the  following, 
for whom Mass will be offered:for whom Mass will be offered:for whom Mass will be offered:for whom Mass will be offered:    
Sick:  Fr John LANGTRY, Sebastian AGUIAR,                    
Maria KONTREC, Bishop George PHIMPISAN, Maila CORKILL, 
Fahed JREISAT, Emmanuel ARAPA, Bishop Geoffrey ROBINSON, 
Anna MILLZARSKI, Bogdan MILLZARSKI, Justin ZERAFA, 
Carmen SPITERI, Audrey SPITERI, Christine TRIGAS,          
Crystel SACOBOS, Guido BADINO, Sue SHERMAN,       
Emmanuel POLJAK, Ciro PUNZO, Valerie McCARTHY,      
Pamela LEVERS, Lily TANTIYA, Brindley & Virginia 
CAVALLARO, Sarah CANCERI, Darren OWM, Joe SAMMUT,                   
Giannino MORASSUT, Diana VUKOV, Florence JIANG,          
Isabel TANTIYA, Nguyet-Thi-PHAM, John CODNER,             
Robin ISHAC, Nancy VARTULI, Tan LE, Bibeth BUENCAMINO,                    
Rhea Mae ABRAHAMS, Felicitas VALENCIA, Presley PETILLA, 
Bruno BORSATO, John RAPPAI, Emilia Petilla DOTONG,         
Inez BUGEJA, Nicolina La FERRARA, Doug ANDERSON,      
Nadim SAAD, Dr Amelia CATALAN, Joseph DEQUARA,         
Lino LOPES, Mariela SOTO, Jessie ZAMMIT, Baby HAYDEN, 
Kate BIONDI 

 

Recently Deceased:  Mauro C ALMONTE Jnr,                    
Francesca MARTINO, Brian Leonard SMITH  

 

Death Anniversary:   Antonio PAPALIA, Adoracion AROBAN  
Other:  Xin Cau Chu Linh Hon, Madalena ua Anna,  
    Special intention  

 

YOUTH CORNERYOUTH CORNERYOUTH CORNERYOUTH CORNER    

Youth Prayer Intentions and Mass 
All the youth and young adults of JB Parish are 
invited to the weekly Wednesday night Mass to pray 
for specific intentions (which will change each week).  
There will be a chance to celebrate Mass, pray for 
the intention during the Holy Hour as well as some 
time for fellowship with other youth. Come along for 
a chance to pray the rosary, celebrate Mass and 
worship Jesus in Eucharistic Adoration.  

Youth Alpha - Every 2nd Wednesday evening at 7.30pm—
8.30pm. Next gathering Wednesday 27th September. 
 

Youth Alpha is designed for those who are in years 10, 11 & 12 
and anyone who has recently finished school.  It is a chance to 
come together , to share a meal, to discuss Jesus and feel        
connected with God for just one hour every two weeks.  
 

After 7pm Mass on Wednesdays we gather in the Meeting Room 
at 7:30pm. If you’re keen, please bring $5 to help cover pizza and 
drink cost.   
 

Please keep this in mind if you are trying to make more room for 
God in your life but are struggling to do so. This is something     
suitable for young people and is always fun and engaging.  Hope to 
see you there! ☺  We congratulate the families of Sophia GAFA,      

Anna KEO and Zara GONZALEZ who will be 
baptised here this Sunday 13th September.

CATHOLICCARE Supporting the people of Sydney to 
live and thrive.  “Fostering has brought us more hugs, more 
laughter; we’ve found the board games again and we’ve 

found them so much fun.”  To celebrate Foster Care Week, we 
acknowledge the wonderful carers we support who bring safety 
and love to children.  If you could care for a child please call 
Catholic Care’s CCareline Team on 13 18 19 or email us at 
connect@catholiccate.org 

WOOLWORTHS EARN AND LEARN  

JOHN  THE BAPTIST PRIMARY SCHOOL 
 

John the Baptist Primary school has registered for the    
Woolworths Earn & Learn promotion that allows us to earn      
valuable resources for our school simply by collecting stickers as 
you shop. 
 

We were hoping that parishioners might be able to support the 
children of our community in this promotion. 
 

It’s simple to participate.  All you need to do is shop at        
Woolworths and receive Woolworths Earn & Learn stickers from 
the checkout operator (or through an online order). There will be 
one Woolworths Earn & Learn Sticker for every $10 spent 
(excluding liquor, tobacco, and gift cards).  Once completed,  
simply place the stickers or sticker sheet in the labelled collection 
box which will be located on the table inside the front door of the 
Church. 
  

The children of our school thank you! 

Catholic Youth Services - CITY SILENCE 

Every Tuesday 6:30pm - 7:30pm at St Mary’s Cathedral 
Adoration + Reconciliation 

ALPHA IN A CATHOLIC CONTEXT PROGRAM 
The Alpha Program will be running in the parish in the months 
leading up to Christmas from October to December. 35 
parishioners undertook the program during Lent and Easter this 
year, and there is a desire to give more parishioners and those 
interested in deepening a relationship with Jesus the opportunity 
to undertake this great course.  
Alpha is a tool for evangelisation and faith-enrichment that is used 
by thousands of Catholic parishes in over 70 countries around the 
world. It includes a meal, a talk (or video) followed by discussion.   
 

Very often our children get opportunities to grow in their 
understanding of the faith through sacramental programs and 
through school. Alpha is an opportunity for adults of any age to 
discuss their faith, to grapple with the big questions of life and to 
be open to growing in their love for Jesus Christ.  
 

YOU ARE INVITED 

Alpha  -  Every Thursday evening at 7pm - 9:15pm 

Commencing on October 5, 2017, in the Parish Hall 
 

Alpha is a chance for everyone to come together, to share a meal, 
to discuss questions about faith, Jesus and feel connected with 
God in an honest, friendly, and open environment.  So why not 
come along and join us, to enjoy a time of sharing, worship, and 
great fellowship. 
 

If you have any further questions about what the Alpha Course is 
about or would like to become an Alpha Helper please contact 
Elizabeth on 0426 242 600 or email 
elizabeth_dimarco14@hotmail.com 

Marriage Plebiscite: As survey forms begin arriving in            
letterboxes across Australia, it is important that we are fully 
equipped with information about the consequences of changing the 
definition of marriage and the impacts this will have on               
individuals, families, education and churches.  The Coalition for 
Marriage has released a comprehensive guide to some of the key 
consequences and questions around this important                      
conversation.  Go to www.coalitionformarriage.com.au/handbook 
to download your free copy. 



PARISH SACRAMENT INFORMATION 
 

Baptisms are usually held during weekend Masses. It is necessary to 
book through the parish office and attend a Baptism Preparation session 
The date for Baptism will be confirmed once you have attended a 

session. 

Sacrament of First Penance/Reconciliation/Confession (for Yr 2 and 

older):  Will take place in Term 4 between 28 November - 1 December, 

2017 (times to be advised). 
 

First Holy Communion (for Yr 3 and older): Took place on 11th, 

17th, 18th, 23rd, 24th and 25th June, 2017. 
 

Confirmation (for Yr 6 and older) : Will take  place on Sunday 24th 

September, 2017.   

Contact the Parish Office for more information. 

UPCOMING PARISH &  

WESTERN DEANERY EVENTS/ NEWS 

PARISH HOUSIE:  Every Saturday  
2pm – 4:30pm at the Liverpool Catholic Club. 

Think about your choices. Gambling More, enjoying less? 
For free and confidential information and advice about problem 

gambling, contact Gambling Help 1800 858 858 
www.gamblinghelp.nsw.gov.au 

Ministries  
Next Week     
23/24 SEPT 

Sat  
5.30 pm 

Sun  
8.00 am 

Sun  
10 am 

READERS: J Oliveri 
G Turnbull 

R Golubic 
M Jebrail 

N Dubuisson 
C Goodyer 

EXTRA– 
ORDINARY 
MINISTERS: 

J Oliveri 
L Topic 
M Brito 

J Burxgx 
V Petkovic 

M Chun 
D Rotondo 

M Bogia 
T Simpson 
M Jebrail 

B O’Connor 
 
 
 

A Vlahadamis 
T Vartuli 

E Villegas 
G Dunn 

H Fenech 
M Lavorato 

J Bankowski 
C Goodyer 
G Zangari 

Sun  
5:30 pm 

 

 

COUNTERS:   
CHURCH 
 
 

CLEANERS: 

Group 8 

F Aloe 
 
 

N Khosho 
C Lazar 

P Abordo 

 
I Hanna 

J Coiera 
 
 

A Essa 

 
 

W al-Safar 

ALTAR SERVER TRAINING  

Dear Parents, the altar server training sessions are available on 
the following dates: 
 

17th September 2017: 9am and 4pm 

23rd September 2017: 4pm 

24th September 2017: 9am 

BIBLE STUDY:  Every Thursday 10am - 11am 
Gathers in the Church Meeting Room (after the                      
9:10am Mass and  Rosary).  For further information   

please contact Meding on 9823 7121 or 0410 177 673. 

‘COME AND SIT WITH THE LORD’  

CHRISTIAN MEDITATION  

Every Monday and Tuesday at 8pm 

Give 20 minutes of your busy day to Jesus and experience the 
difference in your life.  Held in the Church chapel.  Duration 
time is approximately 30 minutes.  For further information, 
contact Frances on 0438 213 313. 

CATECHIST NEWS 

Annual Catechist Mass 2pm Sunday 24th September 

Congratulations to Julieanne Di Filippo and Teresa Micali two of our 
Catechists who will receive their 25 year and 20 year Certificate of  
Service to the Catechist Ministry at St Mary’s Cathedral next Sunday.   
Also forty five of our sixty student catechists from Freeman Catholic 
College will also attend the Mass and receive acknowledgments and 
certificates for their year’s service to the Catechist Ministry.  We thank 
them for their commitment and dedication in proclaiming the Good 
News to our State School children. 
 

We are still in need of a Year 4 Catechist Teacher at Governor Phillip 
King Primary School on Tuesdays at 9:30am.  If you can assist please 
contact Nina Laureti on 0408 465 149. 

ATTENTION READERS:  The new roster is now available for 
collection after all Masses this weekend.   

You are invited 

The Ascension Prayer Community is inviting everyone 
to our prayer meetings.  The meetings start with Praise 

and Worship, followed by teaching/sharing, fellowship and 
much more.  So why not come along and join us, to enjoy a time 
of worship, teaching, sharing and great fellowship.  
 

When: Thursday 12th October @ 7pm  
(Meetings take place every fortnight on a Thursday.) 
Where:  Parish Hall, 45 Mount Street, Bonnyrigg Heights 
Contact:  Susan (02) 9607 5137 or 0415 342 672 

LAST SUNDAY OF THE MONTH MORNING TEA 

As next weekend is the last weekend of the month, please 
bring along a plate to share after mass and stay to enjoy a       

          cup of tea or coffee with your community.  

OUR LADY OF VICTORIES, HORSLEY PARK - PARISH FEAST 

Sunday 17th September, 2017 commencing at 2pm with 
Rosary, procession with Our Lady of Victories statue; 
3pm Feast Mass  accompanied by Marion school choir        

          and 4pm Festival. 

WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER WEEKEND  

relationship enrichment for married couples  
from 24th -26th November,  

at Mt Carmel Retreat Centre, Varroville, NSW   
Bookings online at  www.wwme.org.au  or Adrian and Janet Sullivan: 
on 0490 774 419 or adrian.janet1@bigpond.com  

APPOINTMENT OF NEW PARISH PRIEST  

After almost 12 years as Parish Priest of St Felix at Bankstown, 
Fr Dominic Dinh has been appointed by Archbishop Fisher as the 
new Parish Priest of St John the Baptist Parish at Bonnyrigg 
Heights.  He will take up this new position of leadership at the 
beginning of November. The Parish of St Felix thanks Fr Dominic 
for his long-service to their parish and are preparing a farewell in 
October. The Parish of St John the Baptist are thankful for this 
appointment and are preparing to welcome Fr Dominic as their 
new Parish Priest for the beginning of November.  
A farewell is being prepared for Fr James in late October.  There 
will be more news once it becomes available.  

PIETY STALL - CONFIRMATION GIFTS 

We have a number of quality items suitable as Confirmation 
Gifts on sale in our store.  The store is opened before and after 
Masses.  Monies raised through the SVDP Piety Store goes to 
support the poor and disadvantaged of our community. 

AUSTRALIAN CATHOLIC YOUTH FESTIVAL   

Group registrations and Under 18 registrations close on Friday 
22 September.  Our Deanery Coordinator Benjamin Woolf    
westerndeanerysydney@gmail.com will assist to get last minute 
registrations into our group.  Individual registration will remain 
open.   
This week we are suggesting that parents and grandparents    
consider buying registration for the Festival as an early      
Christmas Gift.  Please see this advertisement in today’s edition 
of the Catholic Weekly.   
One Day registrations are also open , if you purchase a            
registration for Thursday (7 December) or Friday (8 December) 
for $125 this will include registration for Saturday (9 Decem-

ber).  A program of main attractions will be published shortly. 



RAISE YOUR VOICES! 
 

Entrance Antiphon:  Give peace, O Lord, to those who wait for you, that your prophets be found true.  Hear the prayers of 

your servant, and of your people Israel. 
 

Communion Antiphon:  How precious is your mercy, O God!  The children of men seek shelter in the shadow of your 

wings. 

First reading            Ecclesiasticus 27:33-29:9 

A reading from the book of Ecclesiasticus 

Resentment and anger, these are foul things, and both are found 
with the sinner.  He who exacts vengeance will experience the 
vengeance of the Lord, who keeps strict account of sin.  Forgive 
your neighbour the hurt he does you, and when you pray, your sins 
will be forgiven.  If a man nurses anger against another, can he then 
demand compassion from the Lord?  Showing no pity for a man 
like himself, can he then plead for his own sins?  Mere creature of 
flesh, he cherishes resentment; who will forgive him his sins? 
Remember the last things, and stop hating, remember dissolution 
and death, and live by the commandments.  Remember the 
commandments, and do not bear your neighbour ill-will; remember 
the covenant of the Most High, and overlook the offence. 
 

The Word of the Lord 

 
 

 

Responsorial Psalm              102:1-4, 9-12 

The Lord is kind and merciful: slow to anger, and rich in 

compassion. 

My soul, give thanks to the Lord 
all my being, bless his holy name. 
My soul, give thanks to the Lord 
and never forget all his blessings. 
 

The Lord is kind and merciful: slow to anger, and rich in 

compassion. 

It is he who forgives all your guilt, 
who heals every one of your ills, 
who redeems your life from the grave, 
who crowns you with love and compassion. 
 

The Lord is kind and merciful: slow to anger, and rich in 

compassion. 

His wrath will come to an end; 
he will not be angry for ever. 
He does not treat us according to our sins 
nor repay us according to our faults. 
 

The Lord is kind and merciful: slow to anger, and rich in 

compassion. 

For as the heavens are high above the earth 
so strong is his love for those who fear him. 
As far as the east is from the west 

so far does he remove our sins. 
 

The Lord is kind and merciful: slow to anger, and rich in 

compassion 

 
 

 

Second reading                                      Romans 14:7-9 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans 

The life and death of each of us has its influence on others; if we 
live, we live for the Lord; and if we die, we die for the Lord, so that 
alive or dead we belong to the Lord. This explains why Christ both 
died and came to life, it was so that he might be Lord both of the 
dead and of the living. 
 

The Word of the Lord 

 

 
 

Gospel Acclamation          John 13:34 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
I give you a new commandment: 
Love one another as I have loved you. 
Alleluia! 
 
 
 

Gospel                                                      Matthew 18:21-35 
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew 

Peter went up to Jesus and said, ‘Lord, how often must I forgive 
my brother if he wrongs me? As often as seven times?’ Jesus 
answered, ‘Not seven, I tell you, but seventy-seven times. 

‘And so the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who 
decided to settle his accounts with his servants. When the 
reckoning began, they brought him a man who owed ten thousand 
talents; but he had no means of paying, so his master gave orders 
that he should be sold, together with his wife and children and all 
his possessions, to meet the debt. At this, the servant threw himself 
down at his master’s feet. “Give me time” he said “and I will pay 
the whole sum.” And the servant’s master felt so sorry for him that 
he let him go and cancelled the debt. Now as this servant went out, 
he happened to meet a fellow servant who owed him one hundred 
denarii; and he seized him by the throat and began to throttle him. 
“Pay what you owe me” he said. His fellow servant fell at his feet 
and implored him, saying, “Give me time and I will pay you.” But 
the other would not agree; on the contrary, he had him thrown into 
prison till he should pay the debt. His fellow servants were deeply 
distressed when they saw what had happened, and they went to 
their master and reported the whole affair to him. Then the master 
sent for him. “You wicked servant,” he said “I cancelled all that 
debt of yours when you appealed to me. Were you not bound, then, 
to have pity on your fellow servant just as I had pity on you?” And 
in his anger the master handed him over to the torturers till he 
should pay all his debt. And that is how my heavenly Father will 
deal with you unless you each forgive your brother from your 
heart.’ 
 

The Gospel of the Lord 

 

 

Copyright © 1996-2015 Universalis Publishing Limited: see www.universalis.com. Scripture readings from the 

Jerusalem Bible are published and copyright © 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman & Todd, Ltd and 

Doubleday, a division of Random House, Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. Text of the Psalms: 

Copyright © 1963, The Grail (England). Used with permission of A.P. Watt Ltd.  All rights reserved. 

THE GLORIA 

Glory to God in the highest,  
and on earth peace to people of good will.  
We praise you,  we bless you,  we adore you,  
we glorify you, we give you thanks for your great glory,  
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,  Lord God,  
Lamb of God, Son of the Father,  
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us;  
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer;  
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,  
have mercy on us.  
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High,  Jesus Christ,  
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 


