
Mount Street, Bonnyrigg Heights 

(incorporating Bonnyrigg Heights, Green Valley, Edensor Park, Abbotsbury, Cecil Hills & Elizabeth Hills) 

Parish Priest: Rev Fr Dominic Dinh 
Email:  pp@johnthebaptist.org.au 
 

Assistant:   Rev Fr Phan Nguyen 
Email:  curate@johnthebaptist.org.au 
 

Deacon:   Rev Mervyn Francis 
Email:  info@johnthebaptist.org.au 

MASSES THIS WEEK 
 

PSALTER 2 
‘Prayer of the Church’  

Morning Prayer is prayed 
at St John the Baptist   
10 minutes prior to  

weekday morning Masses 
 

Monday  -  No Mass 
St Damasus I, pope 
Tuesday  -  9:10am 
Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Wednesday  -  7:00pm 
St Lucy, virgin, martyr 
Thursday  -  9:10am 

St John of the Cross, priest, 
doctor 

Friday  -  9:10am 
Saturday  -  9:10am 

 
NEXT SUNDAY   
SUNDAY 16/17 

DECEMBER (Third Sunday 
of Advent (Year B) 

 
Saturday Vigil Mass:  

5:30pm 
Sunday Masses: 

8:00am, 10:00am and 
5:30pm 

 
4th Sunday of the Month: 
5:30pm Mass in Tagalog 

 
Reconciliations:  

Friday 15th December 
6:00pm—7:00pm 

Saturday 16th December 
4:00pm—5:00pm 

St. John the Baptist Catholic 

Michael Toohey 

Candidate for Permanent Deaconate 

Parish Pastoral Centre: 
45 Mount Street, Bonnyrigg Heights, 2177 

Office:       9823 2572  Fax: 9822 9954   
Email:   info@johnthebaptist.org.au 
Website:   www.johnthebaptist.org.au 

 

Office Hours:  Tue- Fri 10.30am to 4pm 
Parish Secretary:  Leanne Lang 
Bookkeeper:  Yvonne Smolinski 

Second Sunday of Advent (Year B)  

9th and 10th December, 2017 

 

 
 

 

“A voice of one crying out in the desert: prepare the way of the Lord, make 

straight his path” (cf. Mark 1: 3) 

 

In the last Sunday gospel reading, Mark introduced to us a significant notion on the 

idea of having a right attitude towards the second coming of Christ that the people 

of God should stay awake because we do not know when the time will come (Mark 

13: 33). Indeed, the very theme of the Advent season is all about hope and longing 

for the day in which Jesus will return to the world in his power and glory. 

 

The introduction to this inevitable end is now emphasized in this Sunday Gospel 

through the character of John the Baptist. Through this significant character, the 

herald of Christ, Mark presents Jesus as the Savior, as the Man-God who came to 

lead humankind back to God:                                                                                                  

“someone is following me, someone who is more powerful than I am, and I am not 

fit to kneel down and undo the strap of his sandals” (cf. Mark 1: 7). 

 

This approach of Mark is of great value. It should make us stop and think. Certainly 

we treasure the beautiful stories of Christ’s birth as found in Matthew and especially 

in Luke, but for some people Christmas seems to mean little more than just a 

charming narrative which serves as a setting for myriad of carols. No doubt that this 

year we will again hear the plea “Put Christ back into Christmas”. And it is a plea 

which needs to be made. 

 

The response to this plea should not be a mere action of decoration for the 

Christmas day with trees, cards and nativity scenes, but it should be done with “the 

realization of why God the Father gave us the first Christmas gift, his own Son, and 

with faith in what Jesus came to accomplish”. 

 

In able to have such wonderful understanding towards the significant reality of 

Christmas, we should not only prepare what is outside but most importantly what is 

inside. As Jesus, in the Gospel according to Mathew, sternly rebuke the Scribes and 

Pharisees “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, you hypocrites. You cleanse the 

outside of cup and dish, but inside they are full of plunder and self-indulgence. 

Blind Pharisees, cleanse first the inside of the cup, so that the outside also may be 

clean” (cf. Matthew 23: 25-26). 

 

Indeed, my people of God, if we don’t look inside, we don’t know what could have 

been in there. As we are journeying towards the event of redemption, the event in 

which God has made his mercy invisible. Let us take a look within ourselves, take 

the dead and harmful parts out of our bodies and souls. 
Fr  Phan Nguyen 



Your Prayers are requested for the  Your Prayers are requested for the  Your Prayers are requested for the  Your Prayers are requested for the  
following, for whom Mass will be following, for whom Mass will be following, for whom Mass will be following, for whom Mass will be 
offered:offered:offered:offered:    
Sick:  Jiang Ya YIEN 
 

Recently Deceased:  Guido BADINO, Teotonio MAGNO, 
Marks ADAMS, Kate BIONDI 

 

Death Anniversary:   Vita PREVITERA, Sarina FIORI,  
Kue Chai LEE, Ngo Hai BUI  
 

Other:  Phillip Nguyen Hoan Hung, Special Intention 

We congratulate the families of         
Bronte LIM and Tyler PEACHEY who will 
be baptised here this Sunday 10th 
December.

A Christmas Celebration 2017 –  
Friday 15 December 2017  
 

Celebrate the beauty and wonder of        
Christmas with the St Mary's Cathedral 
Choir and the Orchestra of the  
Antipodes including congregational car-
ols and music to lift your spirits in the 
joy of the season! For tickets and more 
information please visit    

                        www.achristmascelebration.com.au 

CATHOLIC CARE Do you have a son or       
daughter leaving school with NDIS ‘School     
Leaver Employment Support’ or ‘Finding and 
Keeping a Job?’  CatholicCare Sydney provides 

a two-year program of one-on-one and group support 
with activities to help young people gain the skills to 
identify a career path, gain the skills required and  
prepare and complete interviews.  For more information 
please call  131819 or email: connect@catholiccare.org 

ANNOINTING OF THE SICK 
If you have a family member or know of    
anyone who is sick and needs anointing 
please contact the Parish office on         
9823 2572 or in an emergency please     
contact Fr Dominic on 0423 420 639. 

Celebration to commemorate the Feast of 
Our Lady of Guadalupe will take place on 
Tuesday 12th December at  
Good Shepherd Parish Church,  
21 Twentieth Avenue, Hoxton Park. 
 

6:30pm adoration of the Holy Eucharist, Rosary    
             and Reconciliation,  
7:00pm Mass, Veneration of Our Lady of Guadalupe’s   
             Relic icon and offering of roses. 
7:45pm viewing of Our Lady of Guadalupe video,  
8:15pm light refreshments. 

CATHOLIC MISSION APPEAL: If you are 
able to give to this great appeal envelopes 
are available in the Church this weekend.  
We thank you for your generous donation at 
this time of year. 

CATHOLIC CARE<.  Looking for parenting resources? 
CatholicCare’s new online parenting resource 
provides information and tips to help build  
positive parent-child relationships.   
Visit catholiccare.org and look for the  
Parenting Hub icon or call our CCareline Team  

               13 18 19 connect@catholiccare.org 

VOLUNTEERS FOR CHRISTMAS MASSES 
 

We are in need of Readers, Eucharistic Ministers, Altar 
Servers, Wardens, Welcomers, Musicians, Setting up 
and cleaning up helpers for our Christmas Masses. 
 

If you can assist please place your name and contact 
number on the sign up sheets on the Church            
noticeboard.  Thank you. 

On behalf of St John the 
Baptist Church we would 
like to thank a group of 
Vietnamese parishioners 
and friends who kindly 
donated marble for the 
altar and lectern.  This 
will certainly brighten up 
the Sanctuary. 



PARISH SACRAMENT INFORMATION 
 

Baptisms   -  If you wish to Baptise your child here in the 
Parish you will need to make and appointment with either 
Fr Dominic,  Fr Phan or Deacon Mervyn.  A Baptism date 
will then be discussed at the meeting. 
 

 

Contact the Parish Office for more information. 

PARISH HOUSIE:  Every Saturday  
2pm – 4:30pm at the Liverpool Catholic Club. 

Think about your choices. Gambling More, enjoying less? 
For free and confidential information and advice about 

problem gambling, contact Gambling Help 1800 858 858 
www.gamblinghelp.nsw.gov.au 

Ministries  
Next Week     
16/17 DEC 

Sat  
5.30 pm 

Sun  
8.00 am 

Sun  
10 am 

READERS: L Krslovic 
A Vlahadamis 

J Poljak 
S Davies 

H Pinto 
A Pinto 

EXTRA– 
ORDINARY 
MINISTERS: 

J Oliveri 
L Topic 
M Brito 

J Burxgx 
V Petkovic 
M Chum 
A Goria 

M Borgia 
T Simpson 
M Jebrail 

B O’Connor 
 

J Bankowski 
C Goodyer 

G Rapisarda 
G Zangari 
C Porreca 

A Pinto 
J Papaleo 

Sun  
5:30 pm 

C Sullivan 
G Colusso 

 

COUNTERS:   
CHURCH 
 
 

CLEANERS: 

Group 4 

G Adam 
 
 

Family Thang 
Vu 

E Villegas 

 
F Camacho 

 
 

A Froio 

 
 

N Leyland 
 
 

‘COME AND SIT WITH THE LORD’  
CHRISTIAN MEDITATION  

Every Monday and Tuesday at 8pm 
Give 20 minutes of your busy day to Jesus 

and experience the difference in your life.  Held in 
the Church chapel.  Duration time is approximately 
30 minutes.  For further information, contact Frances 
on 0438 213 313. 

BIBLE STUDY:  Every Thursday 10am - 
11am Gathers in the Church Meeting 
Room (after the 9:10am Mass and   

Rosary).  For further information please contact 
Meding on 9823 7121 or 0410 177 673. 

You are invited 
The Ascension Prayer Community is 
inviting everyone to our prayer meetings.  
The meetings start with Praise and 

Reflection, followed by teaching/sharing, fellowship 
and much more.  So why not come along and join us, 
to enjoy a time of reflection, teaching, sharing and 
great fellowship.  
When: Thursday 1st February, 2018 @ 7pm  
(Meetings take place every fortnight on a Thursday.) 
Where:  Parish Hall, 45 Mount Street, Bonnyrigg      
              Heights 
Contact:  Susan (02) 9607 5137 or 0415 342 672 

YOU ARE INVITED 
Alpha  -  Every Thursday 
evening at 7pm - 9:15pm 

in the Parish Hall 
 

Alpha is a chance for everyone to come together, to 
share a meal, to discuss questions about faith, Jesus 
and feel connected with God in an honest, friendly, and 
open environment.  So why not come along and join us, 
to enjoy a time of sharing, worship, and great 
fellowship. 
 

If you have any further questions about what the Alpha 
Course is about or would like to become an Alpha 
Helper please contact Elizabeth on 0426 242 600 or 
email elizabeth_dimarco14@hotmail.com 

Youth Alpha  
Every 2nd Wednesday evening at 7.30pm - 8.30pm.  

Next gathering Wednesday 20th December. 
 

Youth Alpha is designed for those who are in years 10, 
11 & 12 and anyone who has recently finished school.  
It is a chance to come together, to share a meal, to  
discuss Jesus and feel connected with God for just one 
hour every two weeks.  
 

After 7pm Mass on Wednesdays we gather in the 
Meeting Room at 7:30pm. If you’re keen, please bring 
$5 to help cover pizza and drink cost.   
 

Please keep this in mind if you are trying to make more 
room for God in your life but are struggling to do so. 
This is something suitable for young people and is   
always fun and engaging.  Hope to see you there! ☺  

ATTENTION READERS:  The new roster is now   
available and please take home your copy of “Break 
Open the Word” which is located in the Church alcove.  

ST VINCENT DE PAUL  
CHRISTMAS HAMPERS 

 

Please return all boxes to the Parish 
Meeting Room no later than next     

Sunday 17th December.  We thank you for your  
generosity at this time of year. 
 

We will be packing boxes in the Parish Meeting Room on       
Monday 18th December at 7:00pm.  If you are able to    
assist please contact the Parish Office on 9823 2572.   

CHRISTMAS EVE CHILDRENS MASS 
 

If you would like your child to participate in 
the 5:30pm Christmas Eve Nativity Mass 
please attend the following rehearsals: 
 

Thursday 14th December 3:45pm and 
Thursday 21st December 3:30pm. 
 

Both rehearsals will be held in the Church. 
 

Any questions please contact Rosalie 0404 276 332 or  
Silvana 0417 197 357.  Thank you. 

CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES 
 

Reconciliation: 
Friday 15th December  6:00pm - 7:00pm 
Saturday 16th December  4:00pm - 5:00pm 
 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 23/24 December 
Saturday Vigil:  5:30pm 
Sunday 8:00am and 10:00am 

 

Christmas Eve:   5:30pm Children’s Mass 
                              8:00pm   
                              Midnight 
 

Christmas Day (25th):   8:00am and 10:00am 



A Prayer while lighting the second A Prayer while lighting the second A Prayer while lighting the second A Prayer while lighting the second     
candle on the Advent Wreathcandle on the Advent Wreathcandle on the Advent Wreathcandle on the Advent Wreath    

    
Lord, even though the night may be dark & stormy,  

& your light is shining far away,  
as though through the window of some  

distant house,  
help me to keep my eyes fixed on you  

during this Advent time.  
Help me to avoid anything  

unnecessary which blocks my vision,  
any obstacles which would prevent  

me from walking towards you.  
Strengthen me to hold your word  
as a lamp for my feet, as I take  

each step nearer to you who are calling me. 

RAISE YOUR VOICES! 
 

Entrance Antiphon:  O people of Sion, behold, the Lord will come to save the nations, and the Lord will make 

the glory of his voice heard in the joy of your heart. 
 

Responsorial Psalm:  Lord, let us see your kindness, and grant us your salvation. 
 

Gospel Acclamation:  Alleluia, alleluia!  Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths: all people shall 

see the salvation of God.  Alleluia! 
 

Communion Antiphon:  Jerusalem, arise and stand upon the heights, and behold the joy which comes to you 

from God. 

Next Sunday:   

Third Sunday of Advent (Year B) 

First Reading:  Isaiah 61:1-2, 10-11 

Second Reading:  1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 

Gospel:  John 1:6-8, 19-28 

Hi guys, 
 

We would love to hear your feedback on what you 
would like to see happen with the youth in the       
Parish.   
You are welcome to write to the parish office telling 
us what activities you would like to do and what you 
would like to see in the youth corner of this bulletin. 
 

Our postal address is 45 Mount Street, Bonnyrigg 
Heights, NSW, 2177 or you can email us at: 
info@johnthebaptist.org.au 
 

We thank you for your time and look forward to  
hearing your suggestions. 

Youth Corner 

Why is Advent called the ’little lent’ Why is Advent called the ’little lent’ Why is Advent called the ’little lent’ Why is Advent called the ’little lent’     
 
Advent is the start of the liturgical year in the Roman 
Catholic Church. Traditionally, this is the time when the 
Church requires the faithful to prepare for the             
celebration of the feast of Christmas, the birth of Jesus. 
No one knows exactly when this tradition started but it 
began in the West. Christmas retells the wonderous  
story of the redemption of mankind. People long ago 
waited for signs of the Messiah - in due time, the words 
of the prophets were fulfilled and Christ came to live 
among us. 
Now, the prophets’ words are filled with new meaning, 
as once again we prepare ourselves to celebrate the 
fresh coming of Jesus Christ. However, Jesus intends 
His apocalyptic images as a promise of our ultimate  
salvation, when He comes in glory at the Parousia or 
end time. We therefore should prepare ourselves for 
that final day of glory. 
Advent comes from the Latin word “Adventus” which 
mean coming. Traditionally, it has been celebrated with 
prayer and fasting, which is why it is known as the “little 
lent.” 

 

 

 

 

Reflection QuestionsP..      
♦ What I need to make straight in my life to prepare 

the way of the Lord isP.This changes my life byP.. 
♦ The Lord for me isP.. This Advent I hope to learn 

thatP..               
♦ The Holy Spirit within me prepares me forP.. 

moves me toP.. changes me byP.. 

Catechism of the Catholic Church 
523  St John the Baptist is the Lord’s immediate  
precursor or fore-runner sent to prepare his way. 
‘Prophet of the Most High’. John surpasses all the 
prophets, of whom he is the last. He inaugurates the 
gospel, already from his mother’s womb welcomes the 
coming of Christ, and rejoices in being ‘the friend of 
the bridegroom’, whom he points out as ’ the Lamb of 
God, who takes away the sin of the world’. Going  
before Jesus ‘in the spirit and power of Elijah’, John 
bears witness to Christ in his preaching, by his  
baptism of conversion, and through his martyrdom.   


