
Mount Street, Bonnyrigg Heights 

(incorporating Bonnyrigg Heights, Green Valley, Edensor Park, Abbotsbury, Cecil Hills & Elizabeth Hills) 

Parish Priest: Rev Fr Dominic Dinh 
Email:  pp@johnthebaptist.org.au 
 

Assistant:   Rev Fr Phan Nguyen 
Email:  curate@johnthebaptist.org.au 
 

Deacon:   Rev Mervyn Francis 
Email:  info@johnthebaptist.org.au 

MASSES THIS WEEK 
 

PSALTER 3 
‘Prayer of the Church’  

Morning Prayer is prayed 
at St John the Baptist   
10 minutes prior to  

weekday morning Masses 
 

Monday  -  No Mass 
Tuesday  -  9:10am 

Wednesday  -  7:00pm 
Thursday  -  9:10am 

Friday  -  9:10am 
Saturday  -  9:10am 

 
NEXT SUNDAY   
SUNDAY 23/24 

DECEMBER (Fourth 
Sunday of Advent (Year B) 

 
Saturday Vigil Mass:  

5:30pm 
Sunday Masses: 

8:00am, 10:00am and 
5:30pm 

 
4th Sunday of the Month: 
5:30pm Mass in Tagalog 

 
1st Friday of the Month: 

7:00pm Mass in 
Vietnamese 

 
Reconciliations:  

Saturdays — 4:15—5:00pm 
     

 

 

St. John the Baptist Catholic 

Michael Toohey 

Candidate for Permanent Deaconate 

Parish Pastoral Centre: 
45 Mount Street, Bonnyrigg Heights, 2177 

Office:       9823 2572  Fax: 9822 9954   
Email:   info@johnthebaptist.org.au 
Website:   www.johnthebaptist.org.au 

 

Office Hours:  Tue- Fri 10.30am to 4pm 
Parish Secretary:  Leanne Lang 
Bookkeeper:  Yvonne Smolinski 

Third Sunday of Advent (Year B)  
16th and 17th December, 2017 

 

 
 

 

    REJOICEREJOICEREJOICEREJOICE 
 
The parents began to assemble the special Christmas gift they had for their 

children. They had ordered a kit for a tree house and received the plans for it. 
However, the materials they received were for a sail boat. They wrote to the 
company to complain. The company’s reply: “While we regret the inconvenience 
this mistake must have caused you, it is nothing compared to that of the man who 
is out on a lake somewhere trying to sail your tree house.” 
 Most of the children will say “presents”, when they are asked: “What do you 
like best about Christmas?” Then on the day when they open their presents, some 
children will be satisfied, some will be disappointed when they did not get what they 
wanted. There are some parents who had decided not to give their children 
presents but they will spend time and do something meaningful for them. 
 

During this Advent season we are called to contemplate on the gift of God’s 
incarnation which in itself brings great joy to us all. We are joyous because the 
Gospel not only reminds us of what took place but also of what will take place. 
John the Baptist, the main focus of today’s liturgy, came to be a witness for the 
light: “He was not the light, only a witness to speak for the light.” When asked. 
“Who are you?” He declared, “The one who is coming after me; and I am not fit to 
undo his sandal strap. I have baptised you with water, but he will baptise you with 
the Holy Spirit.” Saint Paul calls us to “be happy at all times. God has called you 
and he will not fail you.” 
 Let us pray that we will be joyful in the gift of God’s Son and we will lead 
others to take part in the gift we have received. 

    

    

Christmas Mass TimesChristmas Mass TimesChristmas Mass TimesChristmas Mass Times    

Fourth Sunday 23/24 December -  

Saturday Eve. 5.30pm 

Sunday Morning normal 8am & 10am 

 

Christmas Vigil 
All children are invited to dress as Shepherds  

and Angels for the Vigil Mass 

Sunday Eve. Christmas Vigil -  5.30pm Children’s Mass,   

                       8.00pm,  

                        Midnight. 
    

Monday 25th December - Christmas Day 
Masses 8.00am & 10.00am. 

Fr Dominic Dinh 



Your Prayers are requested for the  Your Prayers are requested for the  Your Prayers are requested for the  Your Prayers are requested for the  
following, for whom Mass will be following, for whom Mass will be following, for whom Mass will be following, for whom Mass will be 
offered:offered:offered:offered:    
Sick:  Jiang Ya YIEN, Nancy VARTULI 
 

Recently Deceased:  Lewis VELLA, Guido BADINO, 
Teotonio MAGNO, Marks ADAMS 

 

Death Anniversary:   Cajetan ALPHONSO 
 

Other:  Special Intention 

What’s best thing to give your parents for  

Christmas? 

 

A list of everything you want! 

ANNOINTING OF THE SICK 
If you have a family member or know of    
anyone who is sick and needs anointing 
please contact the Parish office on         
9823 2572 or in an emergency please     
contact Fr Dominic on 0423 420 639. 

VOLUNTEERS FOR CHRISTMAS MASSES 
 

We are in need of Readers, Extra Ordinary Ministers 
for the distribution of Holy Communion, Wardens,     
Welcomers, Musicians, Setting up and cleaning up 
helpers for our Christmas Masses. 
 

If you can assist please place your name and contact 
number on the sign up sheets on the Church            
noticeboard.  Thank you. 

    

 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY 
 

We are in need of new leaders and 
helpers if you are interested in joining our 
team please contact Angela (9606 8403 or 
0410 964  196). 
 
To all our Children’s Liturgy Leaders and  
Helpers of 2017. 
The community of John the Baptist would like 
to acknowledge and sincerely thank you for 
the commitment and care you have given the 
children of our Parish.  Thankyou for sharing 
your faith with our children and  helping them 
in their journey of faith, to know and love God 
more. 
May the peace and joy of Christmas be with 
you and your family.  God bless you. 
 
Please let Angela or your co-ordinator know (as soon as  
possible) whether you would like to continue being a 
Children’s Liturgy Leader in 2018. 
 
Please leave your folder and photocopies for 2017 in 
the Church Meeting Room or the Children’s Liturgy 
cupboard. 
 
                                                                          Thank you,  
                                                                          Angela Galdas                                                                                                       

The third Sunday of Advent is ‘Gaudete’ Sunday – 
the Sunday to ‘rejoice’! As the time of Christ’s birth 
draws near, our expectation rises into gladness and 

our building hope sings out with joy! 
 

The Scriptures reveal the source of our happiness: 
the presence of God in our midst. God is born     

human, given body and breath. God lives in this 
body, God moves in the world. This is the  

Incarnation, and it continues today, in the body of 
Christ, the Church. 

 
   Dear God,  

we live amid so many false promises of  

happiness, light in us  

the real and abundant joy that is found only in 

you.  

We ask this in the name of  

Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 

 
One hundred years from now  

it will not matter what kind of car you 
drove, 

what kind of house you lived in, how 
much you had in your bank account, 

or what your clothes looked like. 
But the world may be a little better  

because you were important in the life of a child. 
 

     Margaret Powers. 

 



PARISH SACRAMENT INFORMATION 
 

Baptisms   -  If you wish to Baptise your child here in the 
Parish you will need to make and appointment with either 
Fr Dominic,  Fr Phan or Deacon Mervyn.  A Baptism date 
will then be discussed at the meeting. 
 

 

Contact the Parish Office for more information. 

PARISH HOUSIE:  Every Saturday  
2pm – 4:30pm at the Liverpool Catholic Club. 

Think about your choices. Gambling More, enjoying less? 
For free and confidential information and advice about 

problem gambling, contact Gambling Help 1800 858 858 
www.gamblinghelp.nsw.gov.au 

Ministries  
Next Week     
23/24 DEC 

Sat  
5.30 pm 

Sun  
8.00 am 

Sun  
10 am 

READERS: A Vlahadamis 
E Vella 

T Simpson 
I O’Connor 

C Goodyer 
A Watts 

EXTRA– 
ORDINARY 
MINISTERS: 

B Goria 
M Harvey 
D Rotondo 
A Jameson 

G Rapisarda 
H Fenech 

 

V Tomas 
A Esposito 
M Esposito 

F Foti 
F Bushby 

G Buttell 
N Laureti 
D Oliveri 

N Freeman 
N Dubuisson 

J Habib 

Sun  
5:30 pm 

 

 

COUNTERS:   
CHURCH 
 
 

CLEANERS: 

Group 5 

F Aloe 
 
 

M Newell 
P Newell 

P Arbordo 

 
A Munari 

J Coiera 

 
S Strati 

 
 

R Gentile 
 
 

BIBLE STUDY:  Every Thursday 10am - 
11am Gathers in the Church Meeting 
Room (after the 9:10am Mass and   

Rosary).  For further information please contact 
Meding on 9823 7121 or 0410 177 673. 

You are invited 
The Ascension Prayer Community is 
inviting everyone to our prayer meetings.  
The meetings start with Praise and 

Reflection, followed by teaching/sharing, fellowship 
and much more.  So why not come along and join us, 
to enjoy a time of reflection, teaching, sharing and 
great fellowship.  
When: Thursday 1st February, 2018 @ 7pm  
(Meetings take place every fortnight on a Thursday.) 
Where:  Parish Hall, 45 Mount Street, Bonnyrigg      
              Heights 
Contact:  Susan (02) 9607 5137 or 0415 342 672 

YOU ARE INVITED 
Alpha  -  Thursday evening 

at 7pm - 9:15pm  
in the Parish Hall 

The second Alpha program had come to an end. The 
program was intended to train leaders for the next step 
regarding bringing Christ back to the lost sheep and 
also the those who wish to know Christ. In the last two 
years we achieved many significant expectations such 
as training of leaders and bringing a taste of faith 
encounter1 in this new millennium. Great thanks to all 
participants, leaders and helpers. You guys are 
AWESOME!  
We will have the Alpha Reunion session on the 8th 
March 2018 for members in 2016 and 2017. This is 
also an open invitation to those who want to COME and 
SEE. 
The next step of this program will focus on Bible Study 
and also the sharing of CHRIST ENCOUNTER 
EXPERIENCE.  
If you have any further questions about what the Alpha 
Course is about or would like to become an Alpha 
Helper please contact Elizabeth on 0426 242 600 or 
email elizabeth_dimarco14@hotmail.com 

Youth Alpha  
Every 2nd Wednesday evening at 7.30pm - 8.30pm.  

Next gathering Wednesday 20th December. 
 

Youth Alpha is designed for those who are in years 10, 
11 & 12 and anyone who has recently finished school.  
It is a chance to come together, to share a meal, to   
discuss Jesus and feel connected with God for just one 
hour every two weeks.  
 

After 7pm Mass on Wednesdays we gather in the  
Meeting Room at 7:30pm. If you’re keen, please bring 
$5 to help cover pizza and drink cost.   
 

Please keep this in mind if you are trying to make more 
room for God in your life but are struggling to do so. 
This is something suitable for young people and is  
always fun and engaging.  Hope to see you there! ☺  

ATTENTION READERS:  The new roster is now   
available and please take home your copy of “Break 
Open the Word” which is located in the Church alcove.  

ST VINCENT DE PAUL  
CHRISTMAS HAMPERS 

 

Please return all boxes to the Parish 
Meeting Room no later than next     

Sunday 17th December.  We thank you for your  
generosity at this time of year. 
 

We will be packing boxes in the Parish Meeting Room on       
Monday 18th December at 7:00pm.  If you are able to    
assist please contact the Parish Office on 9823 2572.   

CHRISTMAS EVE CHILDRENS MASS 
 

The second rehearsal will be held on Thursday 
21st December at 3:30pm in the Church. 
 
 

Any questions please contact Rosalie  
0404 276 332 or Silvana 0417 197 357.  Thank you. 

ATTENTION EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS:  The new 
Roster is now available for collection after all Masses 
this weekend. 

 



RAISE YOUR VOICES! 
 

Entrance Antiphon:  Rejoice in the Lord always; again I say, rejoice.  Indeed, the Lord is near. 
 

Responsorial Psalm:  My soul rejoices in my God. 
 

Gospel Acclamation:  Alleluia, alleluia!  The Spirit of the Lord is upon me; he sent me to bring Good News to the 

poor.  Alleluia! 
 

Communion Antiphon:  Say to the fain of heart: Be strong and do not fear.  Behold, our God will come, and he 

will save us. 

 

Next Sunday:   

Fourth Sunday of Advent (Year B) 

First Reading:  2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8-12, 14, 16 

Second Reading:  Romans 16:22-27 

Gospel:  Luke 1:26-38 

Advent TriviaAdvent TriviaAdvent TriviaAdvent Trivia    

 Advent comes from the Latin word "Adventus", 
which means coming. It is symbolized by the Advent 
wreath.  
It consists of a circular support of green branches,   
without flowers called the wreath, on which four candles 
are placed.  The 4 candles symbolize the four weeks of 
Advent and are progressively lit on each of the Sundays 
to symbolize the expectation and hope surrounding our 
Lord’s first coming into the world (fulfilled prophecies) 
and the anticipation of His second coming to judge the 
living and the dead. (unfulfilled prophecies). 
The circle of the wreath, which has no beginning or end, 
symbolizes the eternity of God, the immortality of the 
soul, and the everlasting life found in Christ. It is made 
of various evergreens like laurel signifies victory over 
persecution and suffering; pine, holly, and yew,         
immortality; and cedar, strength and healing. The prickly 
leaves of the Holly reminds us of the crown of thorns.   
 
Candles symbolizes Christ as “the Light that came into 
the world”  Three candles are purple and one is rose. 
The purple candles symbolize the prayer, penance, and 
preparatory sacrifices and goods works undertaken at 
this time. The rose candle is lit on the third Sunday, 
called Gaudete Sunday which is the Sunday of rejoicing, 
because the faithful have arrived at the midpoint of  
Advent.  
The first candle, called Prophet’s candle, means Hope. 
It signifies the hope of Jesus’ coming.  
The second is called the Bethlehem in honor of the city 
of Christ's birth, which symbolizes Peace.  
The third candle is the shepherds' candle which        
symbolizes Joy.  
The final candle is the angels’ candle, which symbolizes 
the angelic proclamation of joy and love at Christ's birth. 

 
 

 

 

Reflection QuestionsR..      
♦ My “voice”, the audible revelation of myself sounds 

likeR.. 
♦ What brings me to cry out isR..  What brings me to 

cry out my conviction about Christ isR..             
♦ The “desert” of my life looks likeR..has led me toR.. 
 

 

  THE SACRAMENTSTHE SACRAMENTSTHE SACRAMENTSTHE SACRAMENTS 
 Little Johnny was learning a lot in his catechism 
classes. One day, he came back 
home quite excited and said: 
”Daddy, today we learned about 
the Sacraments, and teacher 
taught us that there are seven 
Sacraments.” “What are they?” 
asked his father. 
“They are: Baptism, Confirmation, 
Penance, Holy Eucharist,        
Matrimony, Holy Orders, and 
Anointing of the Sick.” 
Daddy shook his head. “No my son, there are not seven 
but only two Sacraments. First comes Matrimony and 
after that comes Penance!” 
 
What actually is a Sacrament? The classical definition is: 
A Sacrament is an outward sign of inward grace,  
instituted by Jesus Christ for our salvation. The outward 
sign in Baptism is water. Since water washes and makes 
clean, water in Baptism cleans and purifies the soul from 
original sin and infuses grace through the infinite power 
of Christ. This is achieved automatically, called in       
theological terms “ex opera operato”, so that, even if the 
minister was unworthy or in sin, the Baptism would be 
valid. Likewise, in the Holy Eucharist, even if the priest 
was unworthy or in sin (to give an example) the Mass 
would be valid, and we would have the real Presence in 
this Sacrament. 
 
Baptism, therefore, should not be delayed too long so 
that the child may receive grace as soon as possible and 
become a member of the mystical Body of Christ and a 
spiritual child of God with the right to heaven and the  
vision of God. 
 
FOR THE PARENTS: please don’t wait too long to have 
your child baptised, and see the priest or deacon in good 
time for the preparations. Baptism of the child implies 
that the parents will try their best to be faithful in the 
practice of the faith.    

 


