
Mount Street, Bonnyrigg Heights 

(incorporating Bonnyrigg Heights, Green Valley, Edensor Park, Abbotsbury, Cecil Hills & Elizabeth Hills) 

Parish Priest: Rev Fr Dominic Dinh 
Email:  pp@johnthebaptist.org.au 
 

Assistant:   Rev Fr Phan Nguyen 
Email:  curate@johnthebaptist.org.au 
 

Deacon:   Rev Mervyn Francis 
Email:  info@johnthebaptist.org.au 

MASSES THIS WEEK 
 

PSALTER 1  
‘Prayer of the Church’  

Morning Prayer is prayed 
at St John the Baptist   
10 minutes prior to  

weekday morning Masses 
 

Monday  -  No Mass 
The Baptism of the Lord 
Tuesday  -  9:10am 

Wednesday  -  7:00pm 
Thursday  -  9:10am 

Friday  -  9:10am 
Saturday  -  9:10am 
St Hilary, bishop, doctor 

 
NEXT SUNDAY   

SUNDAY 13/14 JANUARY 

(2nd Sunday in Ordinary 
Time Year B) 

 
Saturday Vigil Mass:  

5:30pm 
Sunday Masses: 

8:00am, 10:00am and 
5:30pm 

 
4th Sunday of the Month: 
5:30pm Mass in Tagalog 

 
1st Friday of the Month: 

7:00pm Mass in 
Vietnamese 

 
Reconciliations:  

Saturdays — 4:15—5:00pm 

St. John the Baptist Catholic 

Parish Pastoral Centre: 
45 Mount Street, Bonnyrigg Heights, 2177 

Office:       9823 2572  Fax: 9822 9954   
Email:   info@johnthebaptist.org.au 
Website:   www.johnthebaptist.org.au 

 

Office Hours:  Tue- Fri 10.30am to 4pm 
Parish Secretary:  Leanne Lang 
Bookkeeper:  Yvonne Smolinski 

The Epiphany of the Lord (Year B)  
6th and 7th January, 2018 

 
 

“Arise, shine out Jerusalem, for your light has come, the glory of the Lord is 

rising on you, though the night still covers the earth and darkness the 

people” (Cf. Is 60: 1) 

 

Today we celebrate a solemn feast of the Epiphany, a special event in which the 

Magi followed the star to Bethlehem to adore and worship the Lord. Hence, it for 

today celebration is all about seeing, about vision, about what holds our attention 

and captures our concerns and especially about what being revealed to us according 

to our capacity of understanding. 
 

Our former Pope Benedict XVI beautifully describes the motivation of this 

celebration as followed: “The light that shone in the night at Christmas illuminating 

the Bethlehem Grotto, where Mary, Joseph and the shepherds remained in silent 

adoration, shines out today and is manifested to all. The Epiphany is a mystery of 

light, symbolically suggested by the star that guided the Magi on their journey. The 

true source of light, however, the "sun that rises from on high" (cf. Lk 1: 78), is 

Christ”. 
 

It is true that the Magi somehow recognized ‘the infant king of the Jews’ had come 

when they saw the light. So what is the light and how can we see the light? 
 

To answer these questions we may seek what Saint John has taught us (1Jn 1:5) that 

“God is light; in him there is no darkness”. And thus, indeed, in able to see the light, 

we have to get out of the cave and look for the light. For St John also warns us that 

“The light came into the world, but men loved darkness rather than light because 

their deeds were wicked” (Jn 3: 19). 
 

And the searching for the Light of the Magi helps us to understand the mystery of 

Christmas that “the Light is now with us”. And “the mystery of the Epiphany, 

therefore, alongside an expanding outward movement, a movement of attraction 

towards the center is expressed which brings to completion the movement already 

written in the Old Covenant. The source of this dynamism is God, One in Three 

Persons, who draws all things and all people to himself” (cf. Eph 1: 9-10), Pope 

Benedict XVI explained. 
 

Indeed, the mystery of love has been revealed and the glory of God has shone out to 

all of us as we gathered here. Let us with minds and hearts, followed the steps of the 

Magi, arise to worship our Lord, because “for your light has come, the glory of the 

Lord is rising on you” (Cf. Is 60: 1).  



PARISH SACRAMENT INFORMATION 
 

Baptisms   -  If you wish to Baptise your child here in 
the Parish you will need to make and appointment with 
either Fr Dominic,  Fr Phan or Deacon Mervyn.  A 
Baptism date will then be discussed at the meeting. 
 

 

Contact the Parish Office for more information. 

Your Prayers are requested for the  Your Prayers are requested for the  Your Prayers are requested for the  Your Prayers are requested for the  
following, for whom Mass will be following, for whom Mass will be following, for whom Mass will be following, for whom Mass will be 
offered:offered:offered:offered:    
 

Sick:  Nancy VARTULI, Doug ANDERSON, Jessie ZAMMIT 
 

Recently Deceased: Lewis VELLA, Fr Brian ROONEY, 
Librada Guinto LEONES, Fransi BOMBAC 

 

Death Anniversary:    
 

Other:  Special Intention 
 

ANNOINTING OF THE SICK 
If you have a family member or know of    
anyone who is sick and needs anointing 
please contact the Parish office on         
9823 2572 or in an emergency please     
contact Fr Dominic on 0423 420 639. 

St Hilary 
They didn't know who they were." This is how 
Hilary summed up the problem with the Arian her-
etics of the fourth century. 
 
Hilary, on the other hand, knew very well who he 
was -- a child of a loving God who had inherited 

eternal life through belief in the Son of God. He hadn't been 
raised as a Christian but he had felt a wonder at the gift of life 
and a desire to find out the meaning of that gift. He first discard-
ed the approach of many people who around him, who believed 
the purpose of life was only to satisfy desires. He knew he wasn't 
a beast grazing in a pasture. The philosophers agreed with him. 
Human beings should rise above desires and live a life of virtue, 
they said. But Hilary could see in his own heart that humans 
were meant for even more than living a good life. 
 
If he didn't lead a virtuous life, he would suffer from guilt and be 
unhappy. His soul seemed to cry out that wasn't enough to justify 
the enormous gift of life. So Hilary went looking for the giftgiver. 
He was told many things about the divine -- many that we still 
hear today: that there were many Gods, that God didn't exist but 
all creation was the result of random acts of nature, that God 
existed but didn't really care for his creation, that God was in 
creatures or images. One look in his own soul told him these 
images of the divine were wrong. God had to be one because no 
creation could be as great as God. God had to be concerned 
with God's creation -- otherwise why create it? 
Feast Day January 13 
Patron against snake bites 

ft|Çà Éy à{x jxx~ft|Çà Éy à{x jxx~ft|Çà Éy à{x jxx~ft|Çà Éy à{x jxx~    

 



PARISH HOUSIE:  Every Saturday  
2pm – 4:30pm at the Liverpool Catholic Club. 

Think about your choices. Gambling More, enjoying less? 
For free and confidential information and advice about 

problem gambling, contact Gambling Help 1800 858 858 
www.gamblinghelp.nsw.gov.au 

Ministries  
Next Week     
13/14 JAN 

Sat  
5.30 pm 

Sun  
8.00 am 

Sun  
10 am 

Sun  
5:30 pm 

READERS: A Vlahadamis 

J Victorino 
T Simpson 

J Poljak 
C Porreca 

M Aulsebrook 
J Sullivan 
G Colusso 

EXTRA– 
ORDINARY 
MINISTERS: 

D Tomic 
L Tononcelli 
G Sciciliano 
A Portolesi 

S Rapisarda 
J Oliveri 

L Barilla 
P Vujica 

R Morellini 
S Xuereb 
M Borgia 

A Pinto 
J Papaleo 
G Buttell 
N Laureti 
D Oliveri 

N Freeman 

 

COUNTERS:   
CHURCH 
 
 

CLEANERS: 

Group 8 

J Oliveri 
 
 

N Khosho  
I Hanna 

V Baltazar 

 
A Essa 

Younart 

 
W al-Safar 

R Demasi 

 
C Lazar 

 
 

7/1/2018 14/1/2018 21/1/2018 28/1/2018 

Michelle De 
Luca 

Connie 
Monteleone 

Jacquie 
Sultana 

Marianna 
Caruso 

ALTAR  
SOCIETY 
ROSTER 

‘COME AND SIT WITH THE LORD’  
CHRISTIAN MEDITATION  

Every Monday and Tuesday at 8pm 
Give 20 minutes of your busy day to Jesus 

and experience the difference in your life.  Held in the 
Church chapel.  Duration time is approximately 30 
minutes.  For further information, contact Frances on 
0438 213 313. 

BIBLE STUDY:  Every Thursday 10am - 
11am Gathers in the Church Meeting 
Room (after the 9:10am Mass and   

Rosary).  For further information please contact 
Meding on 9823 7121 or 0410 177 673. 

You are invited 
The Ascension Prayer Community is 
inviting everyone to our prayer meetings.  
The meetings start with Praise and 

Reflection, followed by teaching/sharing, fellowship 
and much more.  So why not come along and join us, 
to enjoy a time of reflection, teaching, sharing and 
great fellowship.  
When: Thursday 1st February, 2018 @ 7pm  
(Meetings take place every fortnight on a Thursday.) 
Where:  Parish Hall, 45 Mount Street, Bonnyrigg      
              Heights 
Contact:  Susan (02) 9607 5137 or 0415 342 672 

ATTENTION READERS:  The new roster is now   
available and please take home your copy of “Break 
Open the Word” which is located in the Church al-
cove.  Thank you. 

ATTENTION EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS:  The 
new Roster is now available for collection after all 
Masses this weekend. 

Youth Corner 

Hi guys, 
 

We would love to hear your feedback on what you 
would like to see happen with the youth in the       
Parish.   
You are welcome to write to the parish office tell-
ing us what activities you would like to do and 
what you would like to see in the youth corner of 
this bulletin. 
 

Our postal address is 45 Mount Street, Bonnyrigg 
Heights, NSW, 2177 or you can email us at: 
info@johnthebaptist.org.au 
 

We thank you for your time and look forward to  
hearing your suggestions. 

We congratulate the family of Ava D’ANTONE 
who will be baptised here this Sunday 7th 
January.

 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY 
 

We are in need of new leaders and helpers if you are 
interested in joining our team please contact Angela (9606 
8403 or 0410 964  196). 
 

Please let Angela or your co-ordinator know (as soon as  
possible) whether you would like to continue being a     
Children’s Liturgy Leader in 2018. 
 

Please leave your folder and photocopies for 2017 in the 
Church Meeting Room or the Children’s Liturgy cupboard. 
 

                                                                          Thank you,  
                                                                          Angela Galdas                                                                                                       

 



RAISE YOUR VOICES! 
 

Entrance Antiphon:  Behold, the Lord, the Mighty One, has come; and kingship is in his grasp, and power and 

dominion. 
 

Communion Antiphon:  We have seen his star in the East, and have come with gifts to adore the Lord. 

Copyright © 1996-2015 Universalis Publishing Limited: see www.universalis.com. Scripture readings from the 

Jerusalem Bible are published and copyright © 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman & Todd, Ltd and 

Doubleday, a division of Random House, Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. Text of the Psalms: 

Copyright © 1963, The Grail (England). Used with permission of A.P. Watt Ltd.  All rights reserved. 

Next Sunday:   

Second Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year B) 

First Reading:  1 Samuel 3:3-10, 19 

Second Reading:  1 Corinthians 6:13-15, 17-20 

Gospel:  John 1:35-42 

Reflection QuestionsL..      
♦ Like the magi, I diligently search for Christ byL.. 

WhenL.. 
♦ Some events or people that have guided my search for 

Jesus have beenL.. What/who sometimes thwarts my 
search isL..         

♦ I am the light leading others to Christ whenL.. 

First reading            Isaiah 60:1-6 
A reading from the prophet Isaiah 

Arise, shine out, Jerusalem, for your light has come, 
the glory of the Lord is rising on you, 
though night still covers the earth 
and darkness the peoples. 

Above you the Lord now rises 
and above you his glory appears. 
The nations come to your light 
and kings to your dawning brightness. 

Lift up your eyes and look round: 
all are assembling and coming towards you, 
your sons from far away 
and your daughters being tenderly carried. 

At this sight you will grow radiant, 
your heart throbbing and full; 
since the riches of the sea will flow to you, 
the wealth of the nations come to you; 

camels in throngs will cover you, 
and dromedaries of Midian and Ephah; 
everyone in Sheba will come, 
bringing gold and incense 
and singing the praise of the Lord. 
 

The Word of the Lord 
 
Responsorial Psalm              71:1-2, 7-8, 10-13 
Lord, every nation on earth will adore you. 

O God, give your judgement to the king, 
to a king’s son your justice, 
that he may judge your people in justice 
and your poor in right judgement. 
 

Lord, every nation on earth will adore you. 

In his days justice shall flourish 
and peace till the moon fails. 
He shall rule from sea to sea, 
from the Great River to earth’s bounds. 
 

Lord, every nation on earth will adore you. 

The kings of Tarshish and the sea coasts 
shall pay him tribute. 
The kings of Sheba and Seba 
shall bring him gifts. 
Before him all kings shall fall prostrate, 
all nations shall serve him. 
 

Lord, every nation on earth will adore you. 

For he shall save the poor when they cry 
and the needy who are helpless. 
He will have pity on the weak 
and save the lives of the poor. 
 

Lord, every nation on earth will adore you. 

Second reading                         Ephesians 3:2-3, 5-6 
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Ephesians 

You have probably heard how I have been entrusted by God 
with the grace he meant for you, and that it was by a 
revelation that I was given the knowledge of the mystery. This 
mystery that has now been revealed through the Spirit to his 
holy apostles and prophets was unknown to any men in past 
generations; it means that pagans now share the same 
inheritance, that they are parts of the same body, and that the 
same promise has been made to them, in Jesus Christ, 
through the gospel. 
 

The Word of the Lord 
 
Gospel Acclamation           Matthew 2:2 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
We have seen his star in the East;  
and have come to adore the Lord.  
Alleluia! 
 
Gospel                                                      Matthew 2:1-12 
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew 

After Jesus had been born at Bethlehem in Judaea during the 
reign of King Herod, some wise men came to Jerusalem from 
the east. ‘Where is the infant king of the Jews?’ they asked. 
‘We saw his star as it rose and have come to do him homage.’ 
When King Herod heard this he was perturbed, and so was 
the whole of Jerusalem. He called together all the chief priests 
and the scribes of the people, and enquired of them where the 
Christ was to be born. ‘At Bethlehem in Judaea,’ they told him 
‘for this is what the prophet wrote: 

And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
you are by no means least among the leaders of Judah, 
for out of you will come a leader 
who will shepherd my people Israel.’ 

Then Herod summoned the wise men to see him privately. He 
asked them the exact date on which the star had appeared, 
and sent them on to Bethlehem. ‘Go and find out all about the 
child,’ he said ‘and when you have found him, let me know, so 
that I too may go and do him homage.’ Having listened to what 
the king had to say, they set out. And there in front of them 
was the star they had seen rising; it went forward, and halted 
over the place where the child was. The sight of the star filled 
them with delight, and going into the house they saw the child 
with his mother Mary, and falling to their knees they did him 
homage. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts 
of gold and frankincense and myrrh. But they were warned in 
a dream not to go back to Herod, and returned to their own 
country by a different way. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord 
 
 


