
Mount Street, Bonnyrigg Heights 

(incorporating Bonnyrigg Heights, Green Valley, Edensor Park, Abbotsbury, Cecil Hills & Elizabeth Hills) 

Parish Priest: Rev Fr Dominic Dinh 
Email:  pp@johnthebaptist.org.au 
 

Assistant:   Rev Fr Phan Nguyen 
Email:  curate@johnthebaptist.org.au 
 

Deacon:   Rev Mervyn Francis 
Email:  info@johnthebaptist.org.au 

MASSES THIS WEEK 
 

PSALTER 4  
‘Prayer of the Church’  

Morning Prayer is prayed 
at St John the Baptist   
10 minutes prior to  

weekday morning Masses 
 

Monday  -  No Mass 
Tuesday  -  9:10am 

Wednesday  -  7:00pm 
St John Bosco, priest 
Thursday  -  9:10am 

Friday  -  9:10am 
The Presentation of the Lord 

Saturday  -  9:10am 
St Blaise, bishop, martyr 

St Ansgar, bishop 
 

NEXT SUNDAY   
SUNDAY 3/4 FEBRUARY 

(5th Sunday in Ordinary 
Time Year B) 

 
Saturday Vigil Mass:  

5:30pm 
Sunday Masses: 

8:00am, 10:00am and 
5:30pm 

 
4th Sunday of the Month: 
5:30pm Mass in Tagalog 

 
1st Friday of the Month: 

7:00pm Mass in 
Vietnamese 

 
Reconciliations:  

Saturdays — 4:15—5:00pm 

St. John the Baptist Catholic 

Michael Toohey 

Candidate for Permanent Deaconate 

Parish Pastoral Centre: 
45 Mount Street, Bonnyrigg Heights, 2177 

Office:       9823 2572  Fax: 9822 9954   
Email:   info@johnthebaptist.org.au 
Website:   www.johnthebaptist.org.au 

 

Office Hours:  Tue- Fri 10.30am to 4pm 
Parish Secretary:  Leanne Lang 
Bookkeeper:  Yvonne Smolinski 

The Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year B)  
27th and 28th January, 2018 

 

 
 

 

  CHOOSE YOUR WORDS 
Suffering from a bad case of the flu, the outraged patient yelled, ”Three 

weeks??? The doctor can’t see me for three weeks? I could well be dead by then.” 
Calmly the voice at the other end of the line replied, “If so, would you have your 
wife call to cancel the appointment.” 
 We often use words to teach, to convince, to console, to heal and to 
encourage or we can use words to deceive, to fight etc. In today’s Gospel we see 
the very first miracle recorded by Mark, Jesus is interrupted while teaching in the 
synagogue by the shouts of a possessed man, a man who is controlled by an evil 
power. “What do you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy 
us?” Jesus’ words command the power that dominates the man’s life to leave him 
alone.” At once the man becomes freed by the authority of Jesus’ words. “And the 
unclean spirit threw the man into convulsions and a loud cry went out of him.” 
During election periods, we always listen well to the candidates for president or 
prime minister, whose words give people some hope for a better economy, better 
services etc. It is good for us to think about what we can do within our community, 
our family, for our neighbours and our children, by the use of our words. 
 God’s word is indefinitely more powerful than anything human beings can 
ever conceive of. God speaks and the world comes into being. His word creates 
life. Likewise Jesus’ word draws people to faith. It heals people of their sickness 
and drives away demons. It forgives and gives life. 
 Let us pray that we may always use our words wisely, so that what we say 
would bring about better results. 
  
Catechism of the Catholic Church 
888 Bishops, with priests as co-workers, have as their task ‘to preach the gospel 

of God to all men’, in keeping with the Lord’s command. They are ‘heralds of 
faith, who draw new disciples to Christ; they are authentic teachers’ of the 
apostolic faith ‘endowed with the authority of Christ’ 

************ 

  'True laughing offers one of the most powerful and natural healing methods 
without any side effects.  When you laugh, it lowers stress hormones  

and relieves stress.   
Laughter also boosts the immune system, protects the heart, and improves overall 
health. It keeps you squarely in the present moment. It helps you to reframe and 

feel thankful and helps you to see negative events in a more positive light.  
There's not a single bad thing laughter will do for your body and mind.'     

                                                                                                     Dr Don Corbert 

Bible TriviaBible TriviaBible TriviaBible Trivia    
 

1.   What event does the Jewish Passover recall and celebrate? 
2.   Which three gospels imply that the Last Supper of Jesus was a     
      Passover Meal? 

Fr Dominic Dinh 
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Your Prayers are requested for the  Your Prayers are requested for the  Your Prayers are requested for the  Your Prayers are requested for the  
following, for whom Mass will be following, for whom Mass will be following, for whom Mass will be following, for whom Mass will be 
offered:offered:offered:offered:    
 

Sick:  Nancy VARTULI, Doug ANDERSON, Jessie ZAMMIT, 
Ronald & Ruben SAPIN 

 

Recently Deceased:  Rosita Guinto ROMEY,                  
Cathy SALGATAR, Lorraine JASON, Speraza CAMILLERI, 
Lewis VELLA, Fransi BOMBAC, Librada Guinto LEONES 

 

Death Anniversary:   Dominic BASTIANS 
 

Other:  Special Intention 

ANNOINTING OF THE SICK 
If you have a family member or know of    
anyone who is sick and needs anointing 
please contact the Parish office on         
9823 2572 or in an emergency please     
contact Fr Dominic on 0423 420 639. 

St John Bosco 
Saint John Bosco (Italian: Giovanni Melchiorre 
Bosco; 16 August 1815 – 31 January 1888),  
popularly known as Don Bosco, was an Italian 
Roman Catholic priest, educator and writer of the 
19th century. While working in Turin, where the 
population suffered many of the effects of           
industrialization and urbanization, he dedicated 

his life to the betterment and education of street children, 
juvenile delinquents, and other disadvantaged youth. He   
developed teaching methods based on love rather than    
punishment, a method that became known as the Salesian 
Preventive System. 
 

A follower of the spirituality and philosophy of Saint Francis 
de Sales, Bosco was an ardent Marian devotee of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary under the title Mary Help of Christians. 
He later dedicated his works to De Sales when he founded 
the Salesians of Don Bosco, based in Turin.Together with 
Maria Domenica Mazzarello, he founded the Institute of the 
Daughters of Mary Help of Christians, a religious               
congregation of nuns dedicated to the care and education of 
poor girls. He taught Dominic Savio, of whom he wrote a 
biography that helped the young boy be canonized. 
 

On 18 April 1869, one year after the construction of the    
Basilica of Mary Help of Christians in Turin, Don Bosco         
established the Association of Mary Help of Christians.  
 

In 1876 Bosco founded a movement of laity, the Association 
of Salesian Cooperators, with the same educational mission 
to the poor. In 1875, he began to publish the Salesian       
Bulletin. The Bulletin has remained in continuous publication, 
and is currently published in 50 different editions and 30       
languages. 
 

Bosco established a network of organizations and centres to 
carry on his work. Following his beatification in 1929, he was 
canonized as a saint in the Roman Catholic Church by Pope 
Pius XI in 1934. 
 

Feast day: January 31 
Patron of apprentices, editors and publishers, schoolchil-
dren, magicians, and juvenile delinquents 

St Blaise 
Saint Blaise was the bishop of Sebastea in     
historical Armenia (modern Sivas, Turkey) and a 
doctor. The first known record of the saint's life 
comes from the medical writings of Aëtius       
Amidenus, where he is recorded as helping with 
patients suffering from objects stuck in their 

throat. Many of the miraculous aspects of St. Blaise's life are 
written of 400 years after his martyrdom in the "Acts of St. 
Blaise." 
Saint Blaise is believed to begin as a healer then, eventually, 
became a "physician of souls." He then retired to a cave, 
where he remained in prayer. People often turned to Saint 
Blaise for healing miracles. 
In 316, the governor of Cappadocia and of Lesser Armenia, 
Agricola, arrested then-bishop Blaise for being a Christian. 
On their way to the jail, a woman set her only son, who was 
chocking to death on a fish bone, at his feet. 
Blaise cured the child, and though Agricola was amazed, he 
could not get Blaise to renounce his faith. Therefore, Agricola 
beat Blaise with a stick and tore at his flesh with iron combs 
before beheading him. 
 

Feast day:  February 3 
Patron of throat illnesses, animals, wool combers, and wool 
trading. 

St Ansgar 
Ansgar was born of a noble family near Amiens. 
He became a monk at Old Corbie monastery in 
Picardy and later at New Corbie in Westphalia. 
He accompanied King Harold to Denmark when 
the exiled King returned to his native land and 
engaged in missionary work there. Ansgar's    
success caused King Bjorn of Sweden to invite 
him to that country, and he built the first Christian 
Church in Sweden. He became Abbot of New 
Corbie and first Archbishop of Hamburg about 

831, and Pope Gregory IV appointed him Legate to the  
Scandinavian countries. He laboured at his missionary works 
for the next fourteen years but saw all he had accomplished 
destroyed when invading pagan Northmen in 845 destroyed 
Hamburg and overran the Scandinavian countries, which 
lapsed into paganism. He was appointed first Archbishop of 
Bremen about 848, and the See was united with that of  
Hamburg by Pope Nicholas I. Ansgar again returned to  
Denmark and Sweden in 854 and resumed his missionary 
activities, converting Erik, King of Jutland. Ansgar's success 
was due to his great preaching ability, the austerity and  
holiness of his life, and the miracles he is reputed to have 
performed. Though called "the Apostle of the North" and the 
first Christian missionary in Scandinavia, the whole area 
lapsed into paganism again after his death at Bremen on  
February 3rd. His name is also spelled Anskar. 
 

Feast day: February 3 
Patron of Scandinavia 

2 February – The Presentation of the Lord. 
Feast. 
 
Feast originated in Jerusalem before the fifth 
century and was adopted in Rome during the 
seventh century. Celebrated forty days after 
Christmas, commemorating the prescribed 
Mosaic ritual following the birth of a child, and 
recalling the encounter of Jesus with Simeon 

and Anna in the temple. Christ is "the light to enlighten all  
nations", and so candles are blessed during the introductory 
rites and carried in the entrance procession. 



PARISH SACRAMENT INFORMATION 
 

Baptisms   -  If you wish to Baptise your child here in the 
Parish you will need to make and appointment with either 
Fr Dominic,  Fr Phan or Deacon Mervyn.  A Baptism date 
will then be discussed at the meeting. 
 

 

Contact the Parish Office for more information. ‘COME AND SIT WITH THE LORD’  
CHRISTIAN MEDITATION  

Every Monday and Tuesday at 8pm 
Give 20 minutes of your busy day to Jesus 

and experience the difference in your life.  Held in the 
Church chapel.  Duration time is approximately 30 
minutes.  For further information, contact Frances on 
0438 213 313. 

BIBLE STUDY:  Every Thursday 10am - 
11am Gathers in the Church Meeting 
Room (after the 9:10am Mass and   

Rosary).  For further information please contact 
Meding on 9823 7121 or 0410 177 673. 

You are invited 
The Ascension Prayer Community is 
inviting everyone to our prayer meetings.  
The meetings start with Praise and 

Reflection, followed by teaching/sharing, fellowship 
and much more.  So why not come along and join us, 
to enjoy a time of reflection, teaching, sharing and 
great fellowship.  
When: Thursday 1st February, 2018 @ 7pm  
(Meetings take place every fortnight on a Thursday.) 
Where:  Parish Hall, 45 Mount Street, Bonnyrigg      
              Heights 
Contact:  Susan (02) 9607 5137 or 0415 342 672 

ATTENTION READERS:  The new roster is now available 
and please take home your copy of “Break Open the Word” 

which is located in the Church alcove.  Thank you. 

ATTENTION EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS:  The new 
Roster is now available for collection after all Masses this 

Hi guys, 
 

We would love to hear your feedback on what you 
would like to see happen with the youth in the       
Parish.   
You are welcome to write to the parish office    
telling us what activities you would like to do and 
what you would like to see in the youth corner of 
this bulletin. 
 

Our postal address is 45 Mount Street, Bonnyrigg 
Heights, NSW, 2177 or you can email us at: 
info@johnthebaptist.org.au 
 

We thank you for your time and look forward to  
hearing your suggestions. 

Youth Corner 

LAST SUNDAY OF THE MONTH 
MORNING TEA 

Please stay to enjoy a cup of tea or  
coffee with your community.  

Ministries  
Next Week     
3/4 FEB 

Sat  
5.30 pm 

Sun  
8.00 am 

Sun  
10 am 

Sun  
5:30 pm 

READERS: A Pace 
L Krslovic 

J Finucane 
T Simpson 

N Dubuisson 
E Villegas 

 

EXTRA– 
ORDINARY 
MINISTERS: 

T Micali 
B Empeigne 
M Camilleri 

A Pace 
A Demasi 
A Watts 

G Vanderwert 
N Bevan 
J Gilan 

D Sullivan 
Delicia Vella 

J Burxgx 
C Porreca 

A Pinto 
J Papaleo 
G Buttell 
N Laureti 

 

COUNTERS:   
CHURCH 
___________________ 
 

CLEANERS: 

Group 3 

M Davies 
 
 

A Goria 
C Rositano 

 
 

T Nascimben 

 
 

B McNamara 

 
 

R Kory 

4/2/2018 11/2/2018 18/2/2018 25/2/2018 

Denise 
Triganza  

Michelle 
De Luca 

Sara  
Peters 

Salin  
Shabo 

ALTAR  
SOCIETY 
ROSTER 

LENTEN GROUPS:  If any parishioners are 
interested in leading a Lenten Group or you 
wish to join a Lenten Group please contact 
the parish office so that we can order the  
appropriate Lenten resources.  Thank you 

DEVOTIONS TO HONOUR OUR LADY OF 
LOURDES 

Mass and Blessing of the Sick will be held at 
Our Lady of Lourdes Grotto, Earlwood, on  
Sunday 11th February, 2018 (Behind Our  
Lady of Lourdes Church) entrance via St James 

Avenue, commencing with recitation of the Rosary at 
2:30pm, followed by Mass and the Blessing of the Sick at 
3:00pm.  The principal celebrant will be Bishop Anthony 
Randazzo. 
Some parking for disabled people is available in the school 
grounds and general parking in the nearby council car park. Trivia AnswersTrivia AnswersTrivia AnswersTrivia Answers    

 

1.It recalls the Exodus, the Pasch and it      
celebrates the deliverance of the Israelites 
from the slavery of Egypt. 
 
2.   The synoptic gospels Matthew, Mark and 
Luke present the Last Supper that Jesus Christ 
shared with his disciples as a Passover meal. 

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL MEETING 
The next PPC Meeting will be held on Tuesday 6th 
February commencing at 7:00pm. 

LENTEN TALK 

“Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that 
proceeds from the mouth of God” (Mt 4:4). Undoubtedly we 
are called to read and meditate on the word of God. Before 
we begin our Lent, Fr Dominic will facilitate meditation on 

the Word, commences on Saturday 
10/2/18 at 10am-11am (after morning 

Mass). Everyone are invited to attend 

especially all our ministers, an      
opportunity to renewing your ministries. 



RAISE YOUR VOICES! 
 

Entrance Antiphon:  Save us, O Lord our God!  And gather us from the nations, to give thanks to your holy 

name, and make it our glory to praise you. 
 

Communion Antiphon:  Let your face shine on your servant.  Save me in your merciful love.  O Lord, let me 

never be put to shame, for I call on you. 

Next Sunday:   

Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year B) 

First Reading:  Job 7:1-4, 6-7 

Second Reading:  1 Corinthians 9:16-19, 22-23 

Gospel:  Mark 1:29-39 

Reflection QuestionsP..      
♦ That Jesus is “the Holy One of God” says to meP.. 

That I am the holy one of God means to meP.. 
♦ Jesus speaks to me with authority aboutP.. He 

gives me authority toP..         
♦ The evil within me that I must work to banish isP.. 

The evil in the work I must work to banish isP.. 

First reading       Deuteronomy 18:15-20 
A reading from the book of Deuteronomy  

Moses said to the people: ‘The Lord your God will raise 
up for you a prophet like myself, from among 
yourselves, from your own brothers; to him you must 
listen. This is what you yourselves asked of the Lord 
your God at Horeb on the day of the Assembly. “Do not 
let me hear again” you said “the voice of the Lord my 
God, nor look any longer on this great fire, or I shall die”; 
and the Lord said to me, “All they have spoken is well 
said. I will raise up a prophet like yourself for them from 
their own brothers; I will put my words into his mouth 
and he shall tell them all I command him. The man who 
does not listen to my words that he speaks in my name, 
shall be held answerable to me for it. But the prophet 
who presumes to say in my name a thing I have not 
commanded him to say, or who speaks in the name of 
other gods, that prophet shall die.”’ 
 

The Word of the Lord 
 
Responsorial Psalm              94:1-2, 6-9 
If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts. 

Come, ring out our joy to the Lord; 
hail the rock who saves us. 
Let us come before him, giving thanks, 
with songs let us hail the Lord. 
 

If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts. 

Come in; let us bow and bend low; 
let us kneel before the God who made us: 
for he is our God and we 
the people who belong to his pasture, 
the flock that is led by his hand. 
 

If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts. 

O that today you would listen to his voice! 
‘Harden not your hearts as at Meribah, 
as on that day at Massah in the desert 
when your fathers put me to the test; 
when they tried me, though they saw my work.’ 
 

If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts. 
 
 
Second reading                  1 Corinthians 7:32-35 
A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the 
Corinthians 

I would like to see you free from all worry. An unmarried 

man can devote himself to the Lord’s affairs, all he need 
worry about is pleasing the Lord; but a married man has 
to bother about the world’s affairs and devote himself to 
pleasing his wife: he is torn two ways. In the same way 
an unmarried woman, like a young girl, can devote 
herself to the Lord’s affairs; all she need worry about is 
being holy in body and spirit. The married woman, on 
the other hand, has to worry about the world’s affairs 
and devote herself to pleasing her husband. I say this 
only to help you, not to put a halter round your necks, 
but simply to make sure that everything is as it should 
be, and that you give your undivided attention to the 
Lord. 
 

The Word of the Lord 
 
Gospel Acclamation          Matthew 4:16 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
A people in darkness have seen a great light: 
a radiant dawn shines on those lost in death. 

Alleluia! 
 
Gospel                                           Mark 1:14-20 
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Mark 

Jesus and his followers went as far as Capernaum, and 
as soon as the sabbath came he went to the synagogue 
and began to teach. And his teaching made a deep 
impression on them because, unlike the scribes, he 
taught them with authority. 

In their synagogue just then there was a man 
possessed by an unclean spirit and it shouted, ‘What do 
you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to 
destroy us? I know who you are: the Holy One of God.’ 
But Jesus said sharply, ‘Be quiet! Come out of him!’ And 
the unclean spirit threw the man into convulsions and 
with a loud cry went out of him. The people were so 
astonished that they started asking each other what it all 
meant. ‘Here is a teaching that is new’ they said ‘and 
with authority behind it: he gives orders even to unclean 
spirits and they obey him.’ And his reputation rapidly 
spread everywhere, through all the surrounding Galilean 
countryside. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord 
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