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MASSES THIS WEEK 
 

PSALTER 4 
‘Prayer of the Church’  

Morning Prayer is prayed 
at St John the Baptist   
10 minutes prior to  

weekday morning Masses 
 

Monday  -  No Mass 
Tuesday  -  9:10am 

Wednesday  -  7:00pm 
Thursday  -  9:10am 

Friday  -  9:10am 
Saturday  -  9:10am 
St Patrick, bishop 

 
NEXT SUNDAY   

SUNDAY 17/18MARCH 
(Fifth Sunday of Lent  

Year B) 
 

Saturday Vigil Mass:  
5:30pm 

Sunday Masses: 
8:00am, 10:00am and 

5:30pm 
 

4th Sunday of the Month: 
5:30pm Mass in Tagalog 

 
1st Friday of the Month: 

7:00pm Mass in 
Vietnamese 

 
Reconciliations:  

Saturdays — 4:15—5:00pm 

St. John the Baptist Catholic 

Michael Toohey 

Candidate for Permanent Deaconate 

Parish Pastoral Centre: 
45 Mount Street, Bonnyrigg Heights, 2177 

Office:       9823 2572  Fax: 9822 9954   
Email:   info@johnthebaptist.org.au 
Website:   www.johnthebaptist.org.au 

 

Office Hours:  Tue- Fri 10.30am to 4pm 
Parish Secretary:  Leanne Lang 
Bookkeeper:  Yvonne Smolinski 

The Fourth Sunday of Lent (Year B)  
10th and 11th March, 2018 

 

 
 

 

 

 
A little four year old girl was dying of a very rare 

disease. Her one hope was in having a blood transfusion, and the only possible person 
who could give matching blood was her six year old brother. The paediatrician handling 
the case talked very sensitively to the little boy. “Your little sister is very sick” she said, 
“and we think that if we can take out some of your blood and put it into her it might 
make her better. Would you be willing to let us take it?” the little boy paused for a 
moment and then nodded his head in consent. A few days later, when the little boy 
came back with his parents to visit his sister they met the paediatrician. She said to 
him, “It is so wonderful! Your blood saved your sister, she is going to be all right now.” 
but the little boy’s eyes filled with tears and he burst out crying. The doctor asked him 
what was wrong? “when,” he asked her, “Am I going to die?” all the time he had 
believed that he himself was going to die in giving his blood for his little sister but he 
had been willing to do it! 
 Today’s Gospel tells us of this kind of love, “God loved the world so much that 
he gave his only Son that whoever believes in him may not be lost, but may have 
eternal life.” Believing in that Son and in that Father is not always easy. Particularly for 
those who lose their family members, even children in death, for those who suffer some 
kind of terminal illness; it is indeed very hard to see God’s love and goodness behind it 
all. But God so loved the world that he sent his own son to be part of the world’s 
conditions and he himself suffered grievously.  It is through Jesus’ life, death and 
resurrection that has given us hope and assurance when we are faced with difficulties 
and challenges in our life. 

Jesus came into the world as a light—”but people loved the darkness rather 
than the light because their deeds were evil. For whoever does wrong hates the light 
and avoids it, for fear his actions should be exposed; but the man who lives by the truth 
comes out into the light, so that it may be plainly seen that what he does is done in 
God.” The great, mysterious truth of God needs to be brought into the light. It is always 
there like the sunlight behind the clouds. It is often hard for us to believe in the sunlight 
during a typhoon, so too it is often hard for us to believe in God’s love in times of 
calamity. 

Let us pray that our faith will help us not so much to see different things, but to 
see everything differently especially in times of trial. 

 

Catechism of the Catholic Church 
540  Jesus’ temptation reveals the way in which the Son of God is Messiah, contrary to 
the way Satan proposes to him and the way men wish to attribute to him. This is why 
Christ vanquished the Tempter for us: ‘For we have not a high priest who is unable to 
sympathise with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tested as we 
are, yet without sinning. ‘By the solemn forty days of Lent the church unites herself 
each year to the mystery of Jesus in the desert. 
 

BIBLE TRIVIA 

1. How many parables did Jesus tell in the book of Matthew? 
2. What is the meaning of Peter’s name? 
3. What is the fifth commandment? 



Your Prayers are requested for the  Your Prayers are requested for the  Your Prayers are requested for the  Your Prayers are requested for the  
following, for whom Mass will be following, for whom Mass will be following, for whom Mass will be following, for whom Mass will be 
offered:offered:offered:offered:    
 

Sick:  Pamela LEVERS, Horace O’DWYER, Nancy VARTULI, 
Doug ANDERSON, Jessie ZAMMIT, Ronald & Ruben SAPIN 

 

Recently Deceased:  Mario LAMY, Slava STEGU.              
    Concetta GIAMPIETRO, Saviour BUGEJA, Carmello 

CAUCHI, Sava PREDIC, Alex GLENISTER,  
    John THWAITES, Marco MADELEINE 
     
Death Anniversary:  Anna SULLIVAN-CASTAGNETTI 
 

ANNOINTING OF THE SICK 
If you have a family member or know of    
anyone who is sick and needs anointing 
please contact the Parish office on         
9823 2572 or in an emergency please     
contact Fr Dominic on 0423 420 639. 

You are invited – LENTEN REFLECTION 
The Ascension Prayer Community is 
inviting everyone for an evening of Praise 
and Worship, Lenten reflection using 

Wollongong booklet, fellowship and much more.  Why 
not come along and join us, to enjoy a time of worship, 
teaching, sharing and great fellowship.  This is a great 
opportunity, so come and be inspired, refreshed. 
When:  Thursday 15th March, 2018 @ 7pm 
(Meetings take place every fortnight on a Thursday) 
Where:  John the Baptist Parish Hall 
Contact:  Susan (02) 9607 5137 or 0415 342 672 

MT CARMEL RETREAT CENTRE  -  MARCH RETREATS 
Please see Church noticeboard for more information 

WOMEN GROUP 
 

Do you come to church and see other  
women and  wonder who they are? 
 

I do and would like to get the women in this parish     
together for a social group so that we can make new 
friends and get to know each other on an ongoing basis. 
 

I was thinking that in 3 weeks we could get together and 
have a dinner.  That would be on Tuesday the 27th 
March at The Tafe at Wetherill Park starting at 6:30pm.  
They finish between 8:30 and 9:00pm so it won’t be a 
late night.  They do a 3 course meal for $30.00 drinks 
extra.  I can vouch that it is very good and we could 
have the restaurant to ourselves depending on numbers. 
 

If you are young or a more mature woman we would 
love to see you.  Bring a friend. 
 

We could also work out car pooling if you are not  
comfortable to drive at night. 
 

Please contact Mary Fraser on 0403 647 399 as soon 
as possible so I can work out numbers. 
 

Thank you 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend – 
relationship enrichment for married couples 
27th – 29th April at Mt Carmel Retreat Centre, 

Varroville, NSW   
Bookings online at  www.wwme.org.au  or  
Adrian and Janet Sullivan: on 0490 774 419 or  
adrian.janet1@bigpond.com  

AFTERNOON FOR COUPLES HOPING TO CONCEIVE: 

Married couples (Catholic or otherwise) who are hoping 
for children, struggling to conceive, or who wish to better 
understand what the Church offers and promotes in   
regard to fertility awareness and assistance are invited 
to an afternoon of information and discussion.  It is also 
an important opportunity for fellowship with other  
couples facing similar difficulties.   
WHERE: Dooleys Waterview Club, Silverwater Road,   
                Silverwater.   
WHEN:   Saturday 17 March 2018, 2:00pm - 4:30pm.  
Please direct RSVPs and inquiries to  
LMFevents@sydneycatholic.org or  
phone (02) 9307 8404. 

ft|Çà Éy à{x jxx~ft|Çà Éy à{x jxx~ft|Çà Éy à{x jxx~ft|Çà Éy à{x jxx~    
St Patrick 
St. Patrick of Ireland is one of the world's most 
popular saints. He was born in Roman Britain 
and when he was fourteen or so, he was  
captured by Irish pirates during a raiding party 
and taken to Ireland as a slave to herd and 
tend sheep.  Patrick's captivity lasted until he 
was twenty, when he escaped after having a 

dream from God in which he was told to leave Ireland by    
going to the coast. There he found some sailors who took him 
back to Britain and was reunited with his family. 
     A few years after returning home, Patrick saw a vision. The 
vision prompted his studies for the priesthood. He was       
ordained by St. Germanus, the Bishop of Auxerre, whom he 
had studied under for years, and was later ordained a bishop 
and sent to take the Gospel to Ireland.  He often used  
shamrocks to explain the Holy Trinity and entire kingdoms 
were eventually converted to Christianity after hearing  
Patrick's message. 
     Patrick preached and converted all of Ireland for 40 years. 
He worked many miracles and wrote of his love for God in 
Confessions. After years of living in poverty, traveling 
and  enduring much suffering he died March 17, 461. 
 

Feast day:  March 17 
Patron of Ireland 

ST FRANCIS XAVIER’S CAR BOOT SALE 
71 Webster Road, Lurnea 

Saturday 7th April     9am - 2pm 
 

Donation to the Parish 
$50 entry per car which will buy 2 car spaces 
(one for your car and the other for your goods)  
or $50 per table. 
 

Bring along anything you would like to sell.  Create 
your own garage sale using the Parish grounds.  What-
ever money you make you may keep. 
 

Food and drink my be purchased on the day. 
 

Please join in this fundraiser to raise much needed 
funds to complete our Church. 
 

If you would like to be part of this day, please contact 
the Parish office on 9607 8760 or  
email: admin@sfxlurnea.org.au and give your details to 
RESERVE YOUR SPOT. 



ATTENTION READERS:  The new roster is now 
available and please take home your copy of “Break 
Open the Word” which is located in the Church  

alcove.  Thank you. 

ATTENTION EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS:  The 
new Roster is now available for collection after all 
Masses this weekend. 

PARISH SACRAMENT INFORMATION 
 

Baptisms   -  If you wish to Baptise your child 
here in the Parish you will need to attend 
10:00am Mass on Sunday 1st April. 
Following Mass Fr Dominic and Deacon 
Mervyn will meet with you in the Parish Meeting 
Room. 

 

First Holy Communion  -  Saturday 9th and 
Sunday 10th June, Saturday 16th and Sunday 
17th June and Saturday 23rd and Sunday 24th 
June. 
 

Reconciliation  -  There will be NO Sacramental 
Program for Reconciliation this year.  The 
Reconciliation Sacramental program will 
recommence in November 2019 for children                         

                 Year 3 and above. 
  

Confirmation  -  Saturday 29th and Sunday 30th 
September. 
 

 

 

Please keep watching this space for changes and updates 
or contact the Parish Office for more information. 

Ministries  
Next Week     
17/18 MAR 

Sat  
5.30 pm 

Sun  
8.00 am 

Sun  
10 am 

Sun  
5:30 pm 

READERS: M Camilleri 
E Vela 

T Simpson 
I O’Connor 

N Dubuisson 
R Camilleri 

 

EXTRA– 
ORDINARY 
MINISTERS: 

A Vlahadamis 
D Vella 
A Vella 

D Tomic 
L Tononcelli 
G Siciliano 

D Triganza 
L Barilla 
P Vujica 

R Morellini 
S Xuereb 

G Zangari 
R Hibbs 

M Aulsebrook 
J Burxgx 

C Porreca 
A Pinto 

 

COUNTERS:   
CHURCH 
___________________ 
 

CLEANERS: 
Group 1 

G Adam 
 
 

V Baltazar 

E Villegas 
 
 

J Mavizo 

 
 
 

B Roy 

 
 
 

R Agius 

18/3/2018 25/3/2018 27/03/2018 28/03/2018 

Michelle 
De Luca 

Denise 
Triganza 

Stella 
Leonello 

Anna 
Portolesi 

ALTAR  
SOCIETY 
ROSTER 

LENTEN TALK 

“Man shall not live by bread alone, 
but by every word that proceeds from 
the mouth of God” (Mt 4:4).  
Undoubtedly we are called to read and meditate on 

the word of God.  

Before we begin our Easter Triduum Saturday 24th 
March, Fr John Sullivan a former Spiritual  
Director of St Patrick Seminary Manly is our 
guest speaker, please keep this date free. 
 

The talk begins at 9.45am and finish with light 
lunch. (tea and coffee will be provided ). 

: "Father John Sullivan has been a priest in Sydney 
for 53 years, and during that time has been in  
Parishes, Chaplain to Hospitals, and in other roles, 
including Spiritual Director at the Seminary for  
training priests, He now leads Retreats, has people 
for Spiritual Direction, fills in in Parishes, has a  
Scripture group, plays tennis and golf, goes for the 
Wests Tigers... the 2018 Champions!!!" 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT 
Evangeline is strengthening Aboriginal culture 
while making a living and creating opportunities 
for her community.  Featured in Project  
Compassion 2016, Evangeline went from  

seeking employment to being a Senior Artsworker and an 
inspirational leader for youth.  Her work at the non-profit 
Djilpin Arts Aboriginal Corporation has supported the  
organisation’s growth and it is now a major employer for 
young people in the remote Northern Territory community. 
Please donate to Project Compassion 2018 and    
help provide employment and training for First  
Australians, allowing them to remain on country and 
keep their culture alive, essential for a just future. 
A just future starts with your support!  You can donate 
through Parish boxes and envelopes, by visiting 
www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion or phoning  
1800 024 413. 

LENTLENTLENTLENT    

Stations of the Cross During Lent 
Friday at John the Baptist Church  
commencing at 7:00pm. 

SINGERS FOR 10AM CHOIR WANTED PLEASE 
If you would like to share the gift of your singing voice with our 
parish, then please consider joining the Sunday 10am Choir.  
Due to people moving parishes and other church commitments 
we are in need of new talent-younger or older, it matters NOT. 
Just pop up and join in with us to have a sing one Sunday  
morning.  We would love to have you enrich our Masses with the 
gift of your voice.  We play on the first, second and third Sundays 
of the month.  Enquiries - Tina on 0439 492 920. 

EASTER WORKING BEE 
Please come and join us for lunch followed 
by a working Bee to prepare the Church and 
grounds for Easter. 

We require as many helpers as possible from 1pm -
5pm on Saturday 24th March.  
Please put your name on the sign up sheets outside the 
church or contact Grant Dunn on 9823 4704 to let us 
know that you can help.  

PALMS 

We are in need of palms for Palm Sunday.  We 
need large palm leaves for decoration of the 
Church and smaller palm leaves for distribution 
during Palm Sunday Masses.  Can you please 
drop off any palm leaves to the Church on  
Saturday 24th March prior to 2pm. 

TREE LOPPING 

We are in urgent need of a Tree Lopper for a 
small job in the Church.  If we have anyone that 
could volunteer their services please contact 
Grant Dunn on 0409 958 744. 



RAISE YOUR VOICES! 
 

Entrance Antiphon:  Rejoice, Jerusalem, and all who love her.  Be joyful, all who were in mourning; exult and 

be satisfied at her consoling breast. 
 

Communion Antiphon:  Jerusalem is built as a city bonded as one together.  It is there that the tribes go up, the 

tribes of the Lord, to praise the name of the Lord. 

Next Sunday:   

Fifth Sunday of Lent (Year B) 

First Reading:  Jeremiah 31:31-34 

Second Reading:  Hebrews 5:7-9 

Gospel:  John 12:20-33 

Reflection QuestionsR..      
♦ I am prone to “prefer [ ] darkness” whenR.. Who 

and what lead me back to the Light areR..  
♦ I come to deeper belief in Jesus throughR.. I help 

others come to believe in Jesus byR.. 
♦ Right now, the verdict on my life isR.. 

First reading             2 Chronicles 36:14-16, 19-23 
A reading from the second book of Chronicles 

  All the heads of the priesthood, and the people too, added 
infidelity to infidelity, copying all the shameful practices of the 
nations and defiling the Temple that the Lord had 
consecrated for himself in Jerusalem. The Lord, the God of 
their ancestors, tirelessly sent them messenger after 
messenger, since he wished to spare his people and his 
house. But they ridiculed the messengers of God, they 
despised his words, they laughed at his prophets, until at last 
the wrath of the Lord rose so high against his people that 
there was no further remedy. 

They burned down the Temple of God, demolished the 
walls of Jerusalem, set fire to all its palaces, and destroyed 
everything of value in it. The survivors were deported by 
Nebuchadnezzar to Babylon; they were to serve him and his 
sons until the kingdom of Persia came to power. This is how 
the word of the Lord was fulfilled that he spoke through 
Jeremiah, ‘Until this land has enjoyed its sabbath rest, until 
seventy years have gone by, it will keep sabbath throughout 
the days of its desolation.’ 

And in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, to fulfil the 
word of the Lord that was spoken through Jeremiah, the Lord 
roused the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia to issue a 
proclamation and to have it publicly displayed throughout his 
kingdom: ‘Thus speaks Cyrus king of Persia, “the Lord, the 
God of heaven, has given me all the kingdoms of the earth; 
he has ordered me to build him a Temple in Jerusalem, in 
Judah. Whoever there is among you of all his people, may 
his God be with him! Let him go up.”’ 
 

The Word of the Lord 
 
 
Responsorial Psalm                      136:1-6 
Let my tongue be silenced, if I ever forget you! 

By the rivers of Babylon there we sat and wept, remembering 
Zion; on the poplars that grew there 
we hung up our harps. 
 

Let my tongue be silenced, if I ever forget you! 

For it was there that they asked us, our captors, for songs, 
our oppressors, for joy. ‘Sing to us,’ they said, 
‘one of Zion’s songs.’ 
 

Let my tongue be silenced, if I ever forget you! 

O how could we sing the song of the Lord 
on alien soil? If I forget you, Jerusalem, 
let my right hand wither! 
 

Let my tongue be silenced, if I ever forget you! 

O let my tongue cleave to my mouth if I remember you not, 
if I prize not Jerusalem above all my joys! 
 

Let my tongue be silence, if I ever forget you! 

Second reading              Ephesians 2:4-10 
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Ephesians 

  God loved us with so much love that he was generous with 
his mercy: when we were dead through our sins, he brought 
us to life with Christ – it is through grace that you have been 
saved – and raised us up with him and gave us a place with 
him in heaven, in Christ Jesus. 

This was to show for all ages to come, through his 
goodness towards us in Christ Jesus, how infinitely rich he is 
in grace. Because it is by grace that you have been saved, 
through faith; not by anything of your own, but by a gift from 
God; not by anything that you have done, so that nobody can 
claim the credit. We are God’s work of art, created in Christ 
Jesus to live the good life as from the beginning he had 
meant us to live it. 

 

The Word of the Lord 
 
Gospel Acclamation         John 3:16 
Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 
God loved the world so much, he gave us his only Son, 
that all who believe in him might have eternal life. 
Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 
 
Gospel                                                   John 3:14-21 
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to John 

Jesus said to Nicodemus: 

‘The Son of Man must be lifted up as Moses lifted up the 
serpent in the desert, so that everyone who believes may 
have eternal life in him. Yes, God loved the world so much 
that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in 
him may not be lost but may have eternal life.  For God sent 
his Son into the world not to condemn the world, but so that 
through him the world might be saved.  No one who believes 
in him will be condemned; but whoever refuses to believe is 
condemned already, because he has refused to believe in 
the name of God’s only Son.  On these grounds is sentence 
pronounced: that though the light has come into the world 
men have shown they prefer darkness to the light because 
their deeds were evil.  And indeed, everybody who does 
wrong hates the light and avoids it, for fear his actions should 
be exposed; but the man who lives by the truth comes out 
into the light, so that it may be plainly seen that what he does 
is done in God.’ 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 
 

TRIVIA ANSWERS 

1. 22 (Matthew 1) 
2. Rock ( John 1:42) 
3. Honour your father and mother. 
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