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MASSES THIS WEEK  

 

PSALTER WEEK 3 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Monday  -  No Mass 
Tuesday  -  8:00am  

Wednesday  7:00pm  
Thursday  -   9:00am 

Friday  -  9:00am 
St Patrick, bishop 

Saturday  -  9:00am 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEXT SUNDAY   
17/18 MARCH 

(Fourth Sunday of Lent  
Year A) 

Saturday Vigil Mass: 
5:30pm 

 

Sunday Masses: 
8:00am, 10:00am & 5:30pm 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4th Sunday of the Month: 
5:30pm Mass in Tagalog 

 
 
 
 
 

1st Friday of the Month: 
7:00pm Mass in 

Vietnamese 

 
 

Fatima First Saturday  
Rosary 7.45am 

Adoration 8.30am 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Reconciliations:  
Wednesday 7.30pm 

Saturday  4:15—5:00pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
Contact the Parish Office 

or Fr Dominic 0423 420 639 
 

     

 
 

   John the Baptist Catholic Parish 

Office:       9823 2572     
Email:   info@johnthebaptist.org.au 
Website:   www.johnthebaptist.org.au 
 
Office Hours:  Tue- Fri 9.00am to 4pm 
Parish Secretary:  Leanne Lang 
Bookkeeper:  Victoria Baltazar 

     
  

                      
An old European Monastery is perched high on a 500 foot cliff. Visitors ride 

up in a big basket to the top with a ragged old rope. Halfway up, a passenger  
nervously asked, “How often do you change the rope?” The monk in charge       
replied “Whenever after the old one breaks.”  

In today’s Gospel we read about the meeting between Jesus and a          
Samaritan woman at the well. One of the most broken women in the whole Bible 
meets the most whole man in all history and healing takes place. The woman 
wants to avoid meeting people by drawing water at noon. She feels unloved, 
shame, guilt. She had tried to find love in relationships with at least six men but it 
did not work, “For although you have had five, the 
one you have now is not your husband.” Meeting 
Jesus had changed her life because he sees a 
beautiful human being and he reaches out in love 
to recreate her. He begins by asking her for     
water, he creates in her a feeling of worth. She is 
taken back by this gesture because the Jews had 
no dealings with Samaritans, and a man and a 
woman would not converse in public. Jesus said, 
“If you only knew what God is offering and who it 
is that is saying to you.” After listening to Jesus’ 
words her dignity and self worth is restored, she 
no longer feels shame, afraid but courageously 
went back to town and told everyone about her experience.  

 This Samaritan woman is a real woman and a symbolic woman. She is a 
symbol of what is in all of us: loneliness, broken relationships, fear, anger, guilt, 
incapable to forgive and so incapable to love. “If we only knew the gift of God” that 
is within us we would gradually be healed from this pain and brokenness. “The  
water that I shall give will turn into a spring inside him, welling up to eternal life.” 

 Let us pray that we will experience God’s gift by praying, meditating and 
reaching out to do God’s will. 
 

Catechism of the Catholic Church 
694 The symbolism of water signifies the Holy Spirit’s action in baptism, since 

after the invocation of the Holy Spirit it becomes the efficacious sacramental 
sign of new birth: just as the gestation of our first birth took place in water, so 
the water of baptism truly signifies that our birth into the divine life is given to 
us in the Holy Spirit… Thus the Spirit is also personally the living water    
welling up from Christ crucified as its source and welling up in us to 
eternal life. 

 
People often want the front of the bus, the back of the 
church, and the centre of attention!  

Third Sunday of  Lent (Year A)  
11th & 12th March, 2023 



Ministries  
Next Week     
18/19 March 

Sat  
5.30 pm 

Sun  
8.00 am 

Sun  
10 am 

Sun  
5:30 pm 

READERS: G Turnbull 
A Pace 

S Hely 
J Finucane 

J Mataele 
M Hourmozi 

J Lentini 
A Vanderwert 

Extraordinary  
MINISTERS 
EUCHARIST: 

A Vlahadamis 
D Vella 

M Camilleri 

L Barilla 
L Agoo 

Delicia Vella 

E Villegas 
C Porreca 
T Nguyen 

R Imbert 
M Abdal  
S Cook 

  Feasts of the Week 

In his message for Lent 2023, Pope Francis encouraged      
Catholics to listen to what Jesus wants to tell them through the 
Scriptures and through others. 

Using the story of Jesus’ Transfiguration as a launching point, 
Francis addressed both the journey of Lent and the Catholic 
Church’s ongoing Synod on Synodality in the message released 
Feb. 17. 

The pope recalled “the command that God the Father addresses 
to the disciples on Mount Tabor as they contemplate Jesus  
transfigured. The voice from the cloud says: ‘Listen to him.’” 

“The first proposal, then, is very clear: We need to listen to      
Jesus,” he said. “Lent is a time of grace to the extent that we   
listen to him as he speaks to us.” “During this liturgical season,” 
he continued, “the Lord takes us with him to a place apart. While 
our ordinary commitments compel us to remain in our usual   
places and our often repetitive and sometimes boring routines, 
during Lent we are invited to ascend ‘a high mountain’ in the 
company of Jesus and to live a particular experience of spiritual 
discipline — ascesis — as God’s holy people.” 

Pope Francis said one of the ways Jesus speaks to us is through 
the Word of God, which we can hear at Mass. 

But if one cannot attend Mass during the week, it is a good idea 
to still read the daily readings of the liturgy, the pope encouraged. 

“In addition to the Scriptures, the Lord speaks to us through our 
brothers and sisters, especially in the faces and the stories of 
those who are in need,” he added. 

Francis’ second suggestion for Lent was to confront the            
difficulties of ordinary life remembering that Lent is a period that 

leads to Easter. 

Stations of  the Cross 
Stations of the Cross will be held during Lent at 7.00pm in 
the Church. 

FASTING & ABSTINENCE  
Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are days of fast 

and abstinence. The law of fasting binds those who 

have completed their 18
th
 year, until the beginning of 

their 60th year; the law of abstinence (from items 

made with meat - includes all the Fridays of Lent) binds those 

who have completed their 14
th
 year (CCL 97, 1251-52). 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney 
Abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a 
crime are the police. If you – or anyone you know – 
have been abused, please contact the  police.  

Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial 
Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or  
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want 
to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support 
and guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report 
crimes to the police. 

THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT 
11TH & 12TH MARCH 

 
 

Priscilla lives in the Hwange district in          
Zimbabwe with her husband, Charles, and their 
two grandsons. Climate change continues to 
bring unprecedented challenges for people   
living in the most vulnerable and remote       
communities in Zimbabwe.  

With the support of Caritas Hwange, Priscilla 
learnt conservation farming skills to grow drought
-resistant crops to support her family during the 
current food crisis. Priscilla was able to produce 

a bumper harvest in her first year of practising conservation 
farming. Priscilla used the funds from her harvest to start poultry 
farming, which enabled her to sell eggs to pay for her            
grandchildren’s school fees, books and stationery. The poultry 
farming provides a safety net for Priscilla and her family during 
times of hardship, like the current drought. 
 

While the situation in Zimbabwe and across eastern Africa     
remains dire, the work of Caritas Hwange means that Priscilla 
can learn the skills she needs. 

  

Please donate to Project Compassion 2023. 
 

Together, we can help vulnerable communities 
face their challenges today and build a better 
tomorrow For All Future Generations.  

 

You can donate through Project Compassion 
donation boxes and envelopes available from 

your parish, by visiting caritas.org.au/project-compassion, or by 
calling 1800 024 413. 

 

Photo: Richard Wainwright/Caritas Australia 

Marriage Enrichment Weekend 

Learn to live your best life in love! 

Join us on 14-16 April 2023 

At Mt Carmel Retreat Centre, Varroville, NSW 
a stunning & tranquil oasis on the edge of Sydney. 

Book online at  www.wwme.org.au 

or contact Christine & Terry Mahony on  

0490 774 419 

or Email: nswbookings@wwme.org.au  

Lenten group starting 
The parish are holding a Lenten Group on  
Thursday evenings during Lent at 7:00pm in the 
parish meeting room.  If you would like to join the 
group or would like more information please  
contact Giovanna Rapisarda on 0408 705 613. 

St Patrick   
One of the world’s most popular saints.  Enslaved as a 
young teen by pagans and Druids, her returned to 
God while in captivity.  Escaping at age 20, he        
returned to his family and began studying for the 
priesthood.  He preached throughout Ireland            
converting many for 40 years.  He died at Saul, site of 

the first Church he built. 
                 Feast Day:  March 17 

Walk the Stations of the Cross with Father Ben- Thursday 30th 
March from 10.30am (Walk to start at 11am) 
 

On Thursday 30th March, parents, parishioners and friends of our 
Community are invited to attend a pilgrimage to St Joseph          
Conference Centre, 30 Tyson Road Bringelly. The 10 hectares of 
beautifully landscaped and natural bushland offer us a place to     
unwind, a place to breathe and be filled with the presence of the   
Holy Spirit.  
 

Together with other local parishes, we will pray at the Stations of the 
Cross (also known as the Way of the Cross) at the life-sized marble 
statues that depict Jesus’ suffering, Death and Resurrection. The 
Stations of the Cross is a Lenten devotion that offers witness to   
Jesus’ Passion and Death. At each station we will reflect prayerfully, 
allowing ourselves to experience the visual images and Christ’s love 
for us.  
 

Meet at 10.30am, stations to commence at 11am followed by a   
picnic lunch- please bring along your own lunch and remember a hat 
and sunscreen. The path is concreted and accessible for         
wheelchairs and prams. ALL ARE WELCOME. 
 

Sign on sheets are outside Mass and Contact is Tina Dunn (Family 
Educator at the primary school) on 0439492920. 

mailto:safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org
http://www.wwme.org.au/
mailto:nswbookings@wwme.org.au


Your Prayers are requested for the  following, for whom Mass will be offered: 

 

Sick:  Leilah DANIEL, Dominic EMPEIGNE, Essa, Pamela MARTIN, Ivy FERNANDES, Royala & Gayle, Michael,        
Brian AULSEBROOK, Theresa MERCIECA, Avelino San BUENAVENTURA, Guiseppina ANDRONACO, Mariola,     
Rita DALLI, Alexander (Sandy) ANDERSON, Jessie ZAMMIT, John DEMICOLI, Judy DIVANI, Lachlan BENSON, Gino BORG,                  
Gung Jec MENG, Cindy CALDEJON, Julia CEFAI, Melda MIZZI, Rita SHAH, Virgilio MARIANO, Kristian SERIC, Gary LOMAS, 
Nolita HERBERT     

    

Recently Deceased:  Emanuele GULLO, Bozana VUKOV 
 

Anniversary:  Giuseppe OCCHIUTO, Joseph Psi Sing LAY, IA Song Hor 
 

Other:  Phanxico Xavie, Maria, Caterina, Michael GRIMA, Marion FENECH, Jimmy FENECH and Maryanne FENECH, St Anthony, 
St Jude and   St Rita and for all the Souls in Purgatory 

 

Baptisms:  If you wish to Baptise your child please contact the parish office to 
make an appointment with Fr Dominic or Fr Ben. 

 

Baptism:                        
This week, we welcome into the Catholic faith:  

Lincoln Mutton 
May he always know the love of God and feel His guiding hand throughout his life. 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY: We 
are in need of volunteers to 
help out with our Children’s 
Liturgy at 10:00am Mass.  The 
commitment would be once a 

month.  Please contact  Angela on   
9606 8403 or 0410 964 196 if you can 
help. 

Jordan Youth Group - 
Volunteers Needed 
Jordan Youth Group 
invites Yrs 5-7 students 

to come together to learn, engage and 
pray as a community . The group will 
meet once a month in the Parish hall 
on a Saturday between 3:30pm - 
5:00pm  . If there is anyone in the 
community who is interested in      
running or assisting this group please 
contact Silvana on 0417197357 or 
Tina 0439492920 . All training,      
lessons and resources will be         
provided.  Letters to students          
attending John the Baptist and our 
local  public schools will be sent out 
shortly with additional information 
about this group. It  is hoped the first 
group meeting will take place on 
March the 25th . 
Thankyou 
Youth Group Coordinators 

Men put faith on display. 
To join the men’s group 
or to find out more, email  

jbmg@johnthebaptist.org.au or call/
SMS Daniel on 0411 254 520 

World Youth Day is a worldwide event that includes the presence of the Pope and is a unique opportunity to    
experience the universality of the church whilst being able to share it with other young people across the world. 
This year it is being held in Lisbon, Portugal with the theme that “Mary arose and went with haste” which           
encouraged us to do the same and go on this journey.  

I was first introduced to World Youth Day last year where I had the opportunity to participate in the Christ the King 
Celebration at St Mary's Cathedral in November 2022. This gave me the opportunity to talk with previous pilgrims 
and priests also was able to immerse myself into the Portuguese culture by eating Portuguese food and          
experiencing traditional music and dance.  

Leading up to World Youth Day I have had an involvement with my parish and school which has led to my overall 
commitment. I have been altar-serving both at school masses and my local parish and I have started my journey 
of becoming an Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion and Catechist in a local public school to strengthen my 
faith and be able to become more active within the community.  

To help fund my trip to Lisbon in July, Sydney Catholic Schools has organised a raffle which 
has just started and concludes on the 3rd of May. The tickets are $5 and go into the chance 
to win the first place prize of a Mazda 2 2022 Model followed by $3,000 and $2,000 visa 
cards for 2nd and 3rd   respectively. This raffle is accessed via either a URL or QR Code for 
each specific pilgrim, the unique seller code indicating which student you are helping where 
a large portion of the money goes to. My QR code and URL are listed below. Your support 
would be greatly appreciated.  

Thank You Madelyne Finn 



Next Sunday:   
Fourth Sunday of Lent - (Year A) 

First Reading:  1 Samuel 16:1, 6-7, 10-13 
Second Reading:  Ephesians 5:8-14 

Gospel:  John 9:1-41 

Copyright © 1996-2015 Universalis Publishing Limited: see www.universalis.com. Scripture readings from the 
Jerusalem Bible are published and copyright © 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman & Todd, Ltd and 
Doubleday, a div ision of Random House, Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. Text of the Psalms: 
Copyright © 1963, The Grail (England). Used with permission of A.P. Watt Ltd.  All rights reserved. 

First reading                                     Exodus 17:3-7 
A reading from the book of Exodus 

Tormented by thirst, the people complained against Moses. ‘Why did you 
bring us out of Egypt?’ they said. ‘Was it so that I should die of thirst, my 
children too, and my cattle?’ 

Moses appealed to the Lord. ‘How am I to deal with this people?” he said. 
‘A little more and they will stone me!’ the Lord said to Moses, ‘Take with you 
some of the elders of Israel and move on to the forefront of the people; take 
in your hand the staff with which you struck the river, and go. I shall be 
standing before you there on the rock, at Horeb. You must strike the rock, 
and water will flow from it for the people to drink.’ This is what Moses did, in 
the sight of the elders of Israel. The place was named Massah and Meribah 
because of the grumbling of the sons of Israel and because they put the Lord 
to the test by saying, ‘Is the Lord with us, or not?’ 
 

The Word of the Lord 
 
 
Responsorial Psalm                                                                      94:1-2, 6-9  
If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts. 

Come, ring out our joy to the Lord; 
hail the rock who saves us. 
Let us come before him, giving thanks, 
with songs let us hail the Lord. 

If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts. 

Come in; let us bow and bend low; 
let us kneel before the God who made us: 
for he is our God and we 
the people who belong to his pasture, 
the flock that is led by his hand. 

If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts. 

O that today you would listen to his voice! 
‘Harden not your hearts as at Meribah, 
as on that day at Massah in the desert 
when your fathers put me to the test; 
when they tried me, though they saw my work.’ 

If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts. 
 
 
Second reading                                                            Romans 5:1-2, 5-8 
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, by faith we are judged righteous and at 
peace with God, since it is by faith and through Jesus that we have entered 
this state of grace in which we can boast about looking forward to God’s 
glory. And this hope is not deceptive, because the love of God has been 
poured into our hearts by the Holy Spirit which has been given us. We were 
still helpless when at his appointed moment Christ died for sinful men. It is 
not easy to die even for a good man – though of course for someone really 
worthy, a man might be prepared to die – but what proves that God loves us 
is that Christ died for us while we were still sinners. 
 

The word of the Lord 
 
 
Gospel Acclamation                                                            cf John 4:42, 15 
Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ! 
Lord, you are truly the Saviour of the world; 
give me living water, that I may never thirst again. 
Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ! 
 
 
Gospel                                                                                          John 4:5-42 
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to John 

Jesus came to the Samaritan town called Sychar, near the land that Jacob 
gave to his son Joseph. Jacob’s well is there and Jesus, tired by the journey, 
sat straight down by the well. It was about the sixth hour. When a Samaritan 
woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, ‘Give me a drink.’ His 

disciples had gone into the town to buy food. The Samaritan woman said to 
him, ‘What? You are a Jew and you ask me, a Samaritan, for a drink?’ – 
Jews, in fact, do not associate with Samaritans. Jesus replied: 

‘If you only knew what God is offering and who it is that is saying to you:  
Give me a drink, you would have been the one to ask, and he would have 
given you living water.’ 

‘You have no bucket, sir,’ she answered ‘and the well is deep: how could you 
get this living water? Are you a greater man than our father Jacob who gave 
us this well and drank from it himself with his sons and his cattle?’ Jesus 
replied: 

‘Whoever drinks this waterwill get thirsty again; but anyone who drinks the 
water that I shall give will never be thirsty again: the water that I shall give 
will turn into a spring inside him, welling up to eternal life.’ 

‘Sir,’ said the woman ‘give me some of that water, so that I may never get 
thirsty and never have to come here again to draw water.’ ‘Go and call your 
husband’ said Jesus to her ‘and come back here.’ The woman answered, ‘I 
have no husband.’ He said to her, ‘You are right to say, “I have no husband”; 
for although you have had five, the one you have now is not your husband. 
You spoke the truth there.’ ‘I see you are a prophet, sir’ said the woman. ‘Our 
fathers worshipped on this mountain, while you say that Jerusalem is the 
place where one ought to worship.’ Jesus said: 

‘Believe me, woman, the hour is coming when you will worship the Father 
neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. You worship what you do not 
know; we worship what we do know:  for salvation comes from the Jews.  
But the hour will come – in fact it is here already – when true worshippers will 
worship the Father in spirit and truth:  that is the kind of worshipper the 
Father wants.  God is spirit, and those who worship must worship in spirit 
and truth.’ 

The woman said to him, ‘I know that Messiah – that is, Christ – is coming; 
and when he comes he will tell us everything.’ ‘I who am speaking to you,’ 
said Jesus ‘I am he.’ 

At this point his disciples returned, and were surprised to find him 
speaking to a woman, though none of them asked, ‘What do you want from 
her?’ or, ‘Why are you talking to her?’ The woman put down her water jar 
and hurried back to the town to tell the people. ‘Come and see a man who 
has told me everything I ever did; I wonder if he is the Christ?’ This brought 
people out of the town and they started walking towards him. 

Meanwhile, the disciples were urging him, ‘Rabbi, do have something to 
eat; but he said, ‘I have food to eat that you do not know about.’ So the 
disciples asked one another, ‘Has someone been bringing him food?’ But 
Jesus said: 

‘My food is to do the will of the one who sent me, and to complete his work.  
Have you not got a saying:  Four months and then the harvest?  Well, I tell 
you:  Look around you, look at the fields; already they are white, ready for 
harvest!  Already the reaper is being paid his wages, already he is bringing in 
the grain for eternal life, and thus sower and reaper rejoice together.  For 
here the proverb holds good:  one sows, another reaps; I sent you to reap a 
harvest you had not worked for.  Others 
worked for it; and you have come into the 
rewards of their trouble.’ 

Many Samaritans of that town had believed in 
him on the strength of the woman’s testimony 
when she said, ‘He told me all I have ever 
done’, so, when the Samaritans came up to 
him, they begged him to stay with them. He 
stayed for two days, and when he spoke to 
them many more came to believe; and they 
said to the woman, ‘Now we no longer believe 
because of what you told us; we have heard 
him ourselves and we know that he really is 
the saviour of the world.’ 
 

The Gospel of the Lord 
 
 
 
 

Parish Ministries: 
Parish Pastoral Council Chairman:   Jeff Lai  
Finance Committee:  Rosa Marciano  
Community Care:  Tina Dunn & Sharon Cook  
Readers and Catechists:  Nina Laureti  
Extraordinary Eucharistic Ministers: :  Linda Barilla  
Confirmation:  Linda Barilla  
Reconciliation and First Communion:  Tamara Vella  
Altar Servers - Fr Dominic 

Children’s Liturgy:  Angela Galdas  
Church Linen:  Michelle De Luca  
Church Cleaners:  Ann Goria  
Piety Stall:  Millie Breaden  
Morning Teas:  Teresa Vartuli  
Jordan Youth Group:  Silvana Scamardella  
Housie and Money Counting:  Victoria Baltazar  
Men’s Group:  Branko Poljak  
For any inquiries, please call the parish office. 

Reflection Questions…..      
 Examples of when I, like the Samaritan woman, have come to 

recognise Jesus’ identity more clearly are….. 
 Ways that I am helping my loved ones on this journey of greater 

recognition of Jesus are….. 
 The marketing industry exploits my “thirst” by…..what it means to 

me to believe that Jesus will ultimately satisfy my “thirst” is….. 


