
Mount Street, Bonnyrigg Heights 
(incorporating Bonnyrigg Heights, Green Valley, Edensor Park, Abbotsbury, Cecil Hills & Elizabeth Hills) 

Parish Pastoral Centre: 
45 Mount Street, Bonnyrigg Heights, 2177  

Fr Dominic Dinh  
Email:  pp@johnthebaptist.org.au 
Emergency:  0423 420 639 
 

Fr Benjamin Saliba  

Email: Benjamin.saliba@sydneycatholic.org 

MASSES THIS WEEK 
 

PSALTER  WEEK 4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Monday  -  No Mass 
St Joseph the Worker 
Tuesday  -  8:00am  

St Athanasius, bishop, doctor 
Wednesday  7:00pm  

Sts Philip and James, apostles 
Thursday  -   9:00am 

Friday  -  9:00am 
Saturday  -  9:00am  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEXT SUNDAY   
6/7 MAY 

(Fifth Sunday of Easter) 
Saturday Vigil Mass: 

5:30pm 
 

Sunday Masses: 
8:00am, 10:00am & 5:30pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4th Sunday of the Month: 
5:30pm Mass in Tagalog 

 
 
 
 
 

1st Friday of the Month: 
7:00pm Mass in 

Vietnamese 

 
 

Fatima First Saturday  
Rosary 7.45am 

Adoration 8.30am 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Reconciliations:  
Wednesday 7.30pm 

Saturday  4:15—5:00pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
Contact the Parish Office 

or Fr Dominic 0423 420 639 
 

     

   John the Baptist Catholic Parish 

Office:       9823 2572     
Email:   info@johnthebaptist.org.au 
Website:   www.johnthebaptist.org.au 
 
Office Hours:  Tue- Fri 9.00am to 4pm 
Parish Secretary:  Leanne Lang 
Bookkeeper:  Victoria Baltazar 

   

   

             

A man goes to the doctor, “Doc”, he says pointing to different parts of his 
body. “When I touch my arm it hurts. When I touch my neck it hurts. When I touch 
my stomach it hurts. Every part of my body I touch, it hurts. Is there something 
wrong with me?” “No” the doctor replied after thoroughly checking his patient, 
“There is nothing wrong with you, but you have got a broken finger.” 

 Every part of the body makes up the whole 
body. Today’s Gospel - The Good Shepherd Sunday 
reminds us that Jesus considers each one of us as his 
own. His love and concern for us is always personal. 
“He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out.” 
He knows all of us by name. There must be a true  
mutuality between shepherds and sheep. Good  
Shepherds know their own, and their own know them. 
Between them is mutual trust, mutual openness,     
mutual care and mutual love. Jesus calls himself the 
Good Shepherd to show the great intimacy that must 
exist between leaders and those entrusted to them. 
Without such intimacy, leadership easily becomes   
oppressive. The Gospel invites us to be leaders - 
shepherds in various roles. Such as parents, teachers, 
older siblings, pastors, directors etc. Whatever our   
position in life may be, we are called to be             
compassionate leaders to those who are under our 
care. May we continue building up better relationships and better understanding 
and better functioning families and community to which we are called to serve and 
to love. 

 Let us pray for the grace to realise that Jesus guides and inspires us      
always. May we who are shepherds in our own right, truly have the heart, the love 
and the concern of Jesus- the Good Shepherd. 
 

Catechism of the Catholic Church 

754  The Church is, accordingly, a sheepfold, the sole and necessary gateway to 
which is Christ. It is also the flock of which God himself foretold that he would be 
the shepherd, and whose sheep, even though governed by human shepherds, are 
unfailingly nourished by Christ himself, the Good Shepherd and Prince of        
Shepherds, who gave his life for his sheep. 
 

Hope means to keep living amid desperation 
And to keep humming in the darkness. 

As long as there is still hope, there will also be prayer… 
And you will be held in God’s hands. 

Fourth Sunday of  Easter (Year A)  
29th & 30th April, 2023 



Ministries  
Next Week     

6/7 May 

Sat  
5.30 pm 

Sun  
8.00 am 

Sun  
10 am 

Sun  
5:30 pm 

READERS: A Vlahadamis 
J Victorino 

S Davies 
L Barilla 

I Namo 
V Buhajiar 

J Lentini 
V Arbanas  

Extraordinary  
MINISTERS 
EUCHARIST: 

T Vella 
F Bushby 
A Severi 

L Barilla 
L Agoo 

Delicia Vella 

S D’Cruz 
S Hambrook 

E Villegas 

R Imbert 
M Abdal  
S Cook 

  Feasts of the Week 

JB Social Group 
 

We have planned a relaxing day trip for 
Thursday 18 May to the Nan Tien 

(Buddhist) temple at Wollongong. We will be 
travelling by coach, stopping along the way at a 
scenic    lookout for morning tea. 
At the temple there will be plenty of time to      
leisurely explore the various pavilions and stroll 
the expansive gardens. 

Following our visit we will proceed to the nearby Fraternity Club 
for lunch. The club bistro menu caters for a variety of food 
tastes.   
The cost will be $25 per person for the coach and morning tea. 
Lunch is at your own expense. 
We will be departing from the Western Sydney Parklands 
Plough & Harrow entrance off Elizabeth Drive. There is plenty 
of all day car parking available. When you enter the Parklands 
you immediately come to a “T” intersection, turn right and head 
towards the car park.  People will need to be assembled by 
8.45 am as the bus will depart at 9.00am. We should return 
around 3.30pm to 4.00pm. 
For all enquiries and to ensure we have the numbers to        
proceed can you please contact Valerie Buhajiar on            
0417 244 285, and advise number attending and your contact 
phone number by Tuesday 9 May. 
Full payment will be required to be made to Leanne in the     
parish office by Friday 12 May.  

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney 
Abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a 
crime are the police. If you – or anyone you know – 
have been abused, please contact the  police.  

Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial 
Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or  
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want 
to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support 
and guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report 
crimes to the police. 

St Philip and James  
Why do we celebrate the feasts of St. Philip and St. 
James the Less on the same day?  
Because they were both apostles? No, we  
celebrate them on the same day because their   
relics were brought to Rome together on the same 
day in early May. 

James the lesser was, chosen by Jesus Christ to be one of the 
twelve pillars of the Church. We find him listed in the gospels as 
James the son of Alphaeus. 
We know Philip best from the Gospel of John, chapter one.   
Jesus himself calls Philip, saying, “Follow me.” And Philip did 
follow. He heard the call Jesus issues to each of us and          
followed. 
Feast Day:  May 3 

St Joseph the Worker 
To foster deep devotion to Saint Joseph among 
Catholics, and in response to the “May Day”       
celebrations for workers sponsored by              
Communists, Pope Pius XII instituted the feast of 
Saint Joseph the Worker in 1955. This feast       

extends the long relationship between Joseph and the cause of 
workers in both Catholic faith and devotion. Beginning in the  
Book  of Genesis, the dignity of human work has long been    
celebrated as a participation in the creative work of God. By 
work, humankind both fulfills the command found in Genesis to 
care for the earth (Gn 2:15) and to be productive in their labors. 
Saint Joseph, the carpenter and foster father of Jesus, is but one 
example of the holiness of human labor. 
Jesus, too, was a carpenter. He learned the trade from Saint 
Joseph and spent his early adult years working side-by-side in 
Joseph’s carpentry shop before leaving to pursue his ministry as 
preacher and healer.     
Feast Day: May 1 

St Athanasius also known as Athanasius the Great 
and Athanasius the Confessor, was a    bishop and 
doctor of the church. He is called the "Father of 
Orthodoxy," the "Pillar of the Church" and 
"Champion of Christ's Divinity." Much of his life was 
a testimony to the divinity of Jesus Christ. 
Feast Day:  May 2 

The Sydney Archdiocese Committee, of the World  
Apostolate of Fatima invite you to our May  

Celebration in St. Mary's Cathedral on  
Saturday May, 13

th
  

Honouring our Lady and intercede for peace in the World 
and the welfare of Australia.  To commence at 11.30am 
with entrance procession (inside the Cathedral) with the 
Pilgrim    Virgin Statue of Our Lady of Fatima (with the 
Immaculate Heart) Rosary, Litany of Loreto & Act of    
Consecration to the Immaculate Heart of Mary followed by 
Holy Mass at Noon.  We look forward to you joining us in 
Prayer. For further enquiries please contact us on -
0403578994. 

Feast of Our Lady of Fatima procession:  
St Mary’s Cathedral 
 

As we prepare for World Youth Day Lisbon, August 2023 
 

Saturday 13 May 
Mass at 6pm 
 

Procession afterwards at cathedral forecourt 

Pope Francis’ Mother surprised by His  
Vocation 
 In an interview for a Spanish-language newspaper, 
Pope Francis’ only living sibling, Maria Elena Bergoglio,        
recounts how their mother discovered he was interested in the 
Priesthood. 
 At age 19, young Jorge Bergoglio initially felt that he 
wanted to study medicine. Wanting him to have a quiet place to 
study, his mother prepared a special room for him by cleaning 
out a cluttered room in the family’s terrace. 
 One day, the future pope’s mum entered the room to 
clean it. But she ran into a surprise: books of theology. The 
pope’s sister, the only one of his five siblings still alive,          
recounted the conversation between mother and son: “Jorge, 
come here. You told me that you were going to study medicine.” 
“Yes, mother.” “Why did you lie to me?” “No, I did not lie to you 
mother; I am going to study the medicine of the soul.”  
 Surprised by the news, his mother wept, because she 
understood he would have to leave home to study. His father, 
however, rejoiced in his son’s vocation. Eventually the entire 
family embraced his call to the priesthood. Jorge Bergoglio was 
ordained a priest in 1969 and elected Pope in 2013. 

CWF Parish Appeal  
The Charitable Works Fund (CWF) May 2023      
Appeal will be happening on 6 and 7 May and we 
need your help. Please keep alive the vital          

ministries of the Church in service to those who need it most. In 
hospitals, churches, schools, communities and families, your 
donation is making our world a loving, caring and  
compassionate place. Give generously. Your tax-deductible gift 
changes lives. Thank you! Donate at www.ourfaithourworks/
give-to-cwf or complete the parish envelope and return next 
weekend.. All donations contribute to our Parish target.  

mailto:safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org
http://thecatholiccatalogue.com/misc-10-things-i-wish-everyone-knew-about-jesus/


Your Prayers are requested for the  following, for whom Mass will be offered: 

 

Sick:  Despina JOANNIDES, Benito CARBONE, Leilah DANIEL, Dominic EMPEIGNE, Essa, Pamela MARTIN,              
Ivy FERNANDES, Royala & Gayle, Michael, Brian AULSEBROOK, Theresa MERCIECA,     

   Avelino San BUENAVENTURA, Guiseppina ANDRONACO, Mariola, Rita DALLI, Alexander (Sandy) ANDERSON,                 
Jessie ZAMMIT, John DEMICOLI, Judy DIVANI, Lachlan BENSON, Gino BORG, Gung Jec MENG, Cindy CALDEJON,            
Julia CEFAI, Melda MIZZI, Rita SHAH, Virgilio MARIANO, Kristian SERIC, Gary LOMAS, Nolita HERBERT     

    

Recently Deceased:  Peter AWIT, Ann KARAKATSANIS, Patrick LEE, Billy POMARE, Toni Di MARTINO, John JOANNIDES, 
Teresa SAID, Rolando QUIJANO 

 

Anniversary:  Eve JOANNIDES, Frank ZERAFA 
 

Other:  Josephine ZERAFA, Frederick Takyi BOSU, Grandparents, All Souls, Francis Xavier, Maria, Michael GRIMA, Marion 
FENECH, Jimmy FENECH and Maryanne FENECH,  St Anthony, St Jude and  St Rita  

Baptisms:  If you wish to Baptise your child please 
contact the parish office to make an appointment with    
Fr Dominic or Fr Ben. 

 

Baptism:                        
This week, we welcome into the Catholic faith:  

Charlotte Smithers & Georgia Coridas 
May they always know the love of God and feel His guiding 
hand throughout their life. 

PARISH SUPPERS 
 

Our Parish is in need of volunteers to assist with  
suppers after the Saturday5:30pm Mass. 
 

If you are interested in helping please call Teresa Vartuli our  
coordinator on 0413 835 250 and you will be placed on a roster 
once a month.  Thank you. 

JORDAN YOUTH GROUP 
  
Years 5 & 6 Primary School students & Year 
7 High School students are welcome to join 
the Jordan Youth Group at John the Baptist Parish hall.   
 

Our aim is to encourage young people within our community to come 
together to engage, learn, pray, and become involved in spiritual life 
and explore our Catholic faith.  
 

Our next meeting is Saturday, 27th May 2023. 
 
Details and Dates for 2023 are listed below: 
 

Location: John the Baptist Parish Hall 
Time: 3.00pm-5.00pm 
Cost: Free 
Afternoon tea will be provided. 
  
Saturday, 27th May                        
Saturday, 24th June 
Saturday 22nd July              
Saturday, 26th August  
 

If you have any further queries or would like to volunteer your time and 
assist with the Jordan Youth group, please contact Tina Dunn on       
0439 492 920 or Silvana Scamardella on 0417 197 357. 

Saturday, 23rd September 
Saturday, 28th October    
Saturday, 18th November 
Saturday 9th December                   

SAVE THE DATE – 22nd October 2023  
JB Spring Fair 
Your Parish! Your Fair! – offers food, fun, 
FREE jumping castle, music, market stalls and 
entertainment bringing the Parish Community and their 
families together after Covid. This Fair is designed for our 
community and celebrates the delights of our Parish. 
 
WANTED: Volunteers over 18-year-olds are very       
welcome. One or two hours of your time to volunteer 
would be greatly appreciated. 
 
FOOD: Currently confirmed food stalls by our              
Parishioners are Holland, Italy, Philippines, and Vietnam. 
We need more food stallholders. 
Are you interested in Marketing your service or products 
at our Fair. Stall $25 per spot. 
Please contact: Sharon 0410 494 700 (after 5:30pm) 
or Susan 0419 606 683 (after 3pm). 

Men put faith on display. To join the men’s 
group or to find out more, email 
jbmg@johnthebaptist.org.au or call/SMS 
Daniel on 0411 254 520. 

CONFIRMATION 2023 
 

Confirmation will be held on Sunday 17th September at 
St Mary’s Cathedral at 3:30pm. 
Please keep watching this space for further details as 

they become available. 
For any enquiries please contact Linda Barilla on 0409 914 083. 

Mother’s Day Cake/Biscuit Stall 
 

The piety Store is organizing a cake/biscuit 
stall on the weekend of 13/14 May. 

 

All items are home make by the ladies of our 
parish. 

 

Monies raised through this, goes to support 
the poor and disadvantaged of our             

community. 



Next Sunday:   
Fifth Sunday of Easter - (Year A) 

First Reading:  Acts 6:1-7 
Second Reading:  1 Peter 2:4-9 

Gospel:  John 14:1-12 

Copyright © 1996-2015 Universalis Publishing Limited: see www.universalis.com. Scripture readings from the 
Jerusalem Bible are published and copyright © 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman & Todd, Ltd and 
Doubleday, a div ision of Random House, Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. Text of the Psalms: 
Copyright © 1963, The Grail (England). Used with permission of A.P. Watt Ltd.  All rights reserved. 

First reading                         Acts 2:14, 36-41 
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 

On the day of Pentecost Peter stood up with the Eleven and 
addressed the crowd in a loud voice: ‘The whole House of Israel 
can be certain that God has made this Jesus whom you crucified 
both Lord and Christ.’ 

Hearing this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and 
the apostles, ‘What must we do, brothers?’ ‘You must repent,’ 
Peter answered ‘and every one of you must be baptised in the 
name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you 
will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. The promise that was made 
is for you and your children, and for all those who are far away, 
for all those whom the Lord our God will call to himself.’ He 
spoke to them for a long time using many arguments, and he 
urged them, ‘Save yourselves from this perverse generation.’ 
They were convinced by his arguments, and they accepted what 
he said and were baptised. That very day about three thousand 
were added to their number. 
 

The Word of the Lord 
 
 
Responsorial Psalm                                                          22:1-6 
The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 

The Lord is my shepherd; 
there is nothing I shall want. 
Fresh and green are the pastures 
where he gives me repose. 
Near restful waters he leads me, 
to revive my drooping spirit. 

The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 

He guides me along the right path; 
he is true to his name. 
If I should walk in the valley of darkness 
no evil would I fear. 
You are there with your crook and your staff; 
with these you give me comfort. 

The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 

You have prepared a banquet for me 
in the sight of my foes. 
My head you have anointed with oil; 
my cup is overflowing. 

The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 

Surely goodness and kindness shall follow me 
all the days of my life. 
In the Lord’s own house shall I dwell 
for ever and ever. 

The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 
 
 
Second reading                                         1 Peter 2:20-25 
A reading from the first letter of St Peter 

The merit, in the sight of God, is in bearing punishment patiently 
when you are punished after doing your duty. 

This, in fact, is what you were called to do, because Christ 

suffered for you and left an example for you to follow the way he 
took. He had not done anything wrong, and there had been no 
perjury in his mouth. He was insulted and did not retaliate with 
insults; when he was tortured he made no threats but he put his 
trust in the righteous judge. He was bearing our faults in his own 
body on the cross, so that we might die to our faults and live for 
holiness; through his wounds you have been healed. You had 
gone astray like sheep but now you have come back to the 
shepherd and guardian of your souls. 
 

The word of the Lord 
 
 
Gospel Acclamation                                                 John 10:14 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Lord Jesus, make your word plain to us: 
make our hearts burn with love when you speak. 
Alleluia! 
 
 
Gospel                                                                     John 10:1-10 
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to John 

Jesus said: 
‘I tell you most solemnly, anyone who does not enter the 

sheepfold through the gate, but gets in some other way is a thief 
and a brigand. The one who enters through the gate is the 
shepherd of the flock; the gatekeeper lets him in, the sheep hear 
his voice, one by one he calls his own sheep and leads them 
out. When he has brought out his flock, he goes ahead of them, 
and the sheep follow because they know his voice. They never 
follow a stranger but run away from him: they do not recognise 
the voice of strangers.’ 

Jesus told them this parable but they failed to understand 
what he meant by telling it to them. 

So Jesus spoke to them again: 

‘I tell you most solemnly, 
I am the gate of the sheepfold. 
All others who have come 
are thieves and brigands; 
but the sheep took no notice of 

them. 
I am the gate. 
Anyone who enters through me 

will be safe: 
he will go freely in and out 
and be sure of finding pasture. 
The thief comes 
only to steal and kill and destroy. 
I have come 
so that they may have life and 

have it to the full.’ 
 

The Gospel of the Lord 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parish Ministries: 
Parish Pastoral Council Chairman:   Jeff Lai  
Finance Committee:  Rosa Marciano  
Community Care:  Tina Dunn & Sharon Cook  
Readers and Catechists:  Nina Laureti  
Extraordinary Eucharistic Ministers: :  Linda Barilla  
Confirmation:  Linda Barilla  
Reconciliation and First Communion:  Tamara Vella  
Altar Servers - Fr Dominic 

Children’s Liturgy:  Angela Galdas  
Church Linen:  Michelle De Luca  
Church Cleaners:  Ann Goria  
Piety Stall:  Millie Breaden  
Morning Teas:  Teresa Vartuli  
Jordan Youth Group:  Silvana Scamardella  
Housie and Money Counting:  Victoria Baltazar  
Men’s Group:  Branko Poljak  
For any inquiries, please call the parish office. 

Reflection Questions…..      
 The significance to me of Jesus describing himself as a gate 

is….. 
 Jesus, as a gate, opens me up to….. Jesus, as a gate, separates 

me from….. 
 Advertising always promises a bigger, better, newer life.  The 

abundant life that I have found in Christ is…..….. 


