
Mount Street, Bonnyrigg Heights 
(incorporating Bonnyrigg Heights, Green Valley, Edensor Park, Abbotsbury, Cecil Hills & Elizabeth Hills) 

Parish Pastoral Centre: 
45 Mount Street, Bonnyrigg Heights, 2177  

Fr Dominic Dinh  
Email:  pp@johnthebaptist.org.au 
Emergency:  0423 420 639 
 

Fr Benjamin Saliba  

Email: Benjamin.saliba@sydneycatholic.org 

MASSES THIS WEEK 
 

PSALTER  WEEK 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Monday  -  No Mass 
Tuesday  -  8:00am  

Wednesday  7:00pm  
St John de Avila, priest, 

doctor 
Thursday  -   9:00am 

Friday  -  9:00am 
Sts Nereus and Achilleus, 

martyrs 
St Pancras, martyr 

Saturday  -  9:00am  
Our Lady of Fatima 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEXT SUNDAY   
13/14 MAY 

(Sixth Sunday of Easter) 
Saturday Vigil Mass: 

5:30pm 
 

Sunday Masses: 
8:00am, 10:00am & 5:30pm 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

4th Sunday of the Month: 
5:30pm Mass in Tagalog 

 
 
 
 
 

1st Friday of the Month: 
7:00pm Mass in 

Vietnamese 

 
 

Fatima First Saturday  
Rosary 7.45am 

Adoration 8.30am 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Reconciliations:  
Wednesday 7.30pm 

Saturday  4:15—5:00pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
Contact the Parish Office 

or Fr Dominic 0423 420 639 

   John the Baptist Catholic Parish 

Office:       9823 2572     
Email:   info@johnthebaptist.org.au 
Website:   www.johnthebaptist.org.au 
 
Office Hours:  Tue- Fri 9.00am to 4pm 
Parish Secretary:  Leanne Lang 
Bookkeeper:  Victoria Baltazar 

 

 
  

 A Priest walked into a pub and said to the men, “Those who want to go to 
heaven please come around.” All the men stood up and gathered around the 
priest. He started to talk about the Good News but he noticed a man still drinking 
in a corner of the pub. He walked up to him, “Mr Murphy, do you want to go to 
heaven?” “No, I don’t Father,” he replied. The priest looked him right in the eye, 
and said, “You mean to tell me that when you die you don’t want to go to heaven?” 
Murphy smiled, “Oh when I die, yes Father. I thought you were getting a group  
together to go right now.” 

 In today’s Gospel we 
heard that Jesus is about to 
leave his disciples. There is   
always a sense of sadness 
when we are separated. Jesus 
knows that so he wanted to 
comfort his disciples. “Do not let 
your heart be troubled.” His 
words bring solace to his         
apprehensive and fearful disciples. Jesus declares himself “I am the way and the 
truth and the life.” Those who believe in Him will find meaning, direction and     
eternal life with God. Jesus reveals the truth that life is continuous, earthly life 
opening to a share in divine life, infinity. Being the way, he teaches his disciples 
not just with words but by action as well. He himself had gone through the painful 
process of passion, death and resurrection. The process reveals the truth in every 
one of us as humans, we all will die one day but death is not the end. God’s love 
has endured everything for our sake. Jesus offers us genuine human renewal and 
intimate communion with the divine, through his life, passion, death and             
resurrection. 

 Let us pray that our faith will be deepened so that during trial and difficult 
times we can experience comfort, healing and hope. 
 
Catechism of the Catholic Church 

1696  The way of Christ ‘leads to life’; a contrary way ‘leads to destruction’. The 
gospel parable of the two ways remains ever present in the catechism of the 
church; it shows the importance of moral decisions for our salvation: ‘There are 
two ways, the one of life, the other of death; but between the two, there is a great 

difference.’ 
 

Three things in life that you should never lose - 
Hope, Peace and Honesty. 

Three things in life that are most valuable - 
Love, Family & friends, Kindness. 

Fifth Sunday of  Easter (Year A)  
6th & 7th May, 2023 



Ministries  
Next Week     
13/14 May 

Sat  
5.30 pm 

Sun  
8.00 am 

Sun  
10 am 

Sun  
5:30 pm 

READERS: A Pace 
M Camilleri 

J Poljak 
S Hely 

G Zangari 
M Zangari 

A Vanderwert 
R Capolupo 

Extraordinary  
MINISTERS 
EUCHARIST: 

T Vartuli 
A Vlahadamis 

D Vella 

A Liberatore 
F Foti 

B O’Connor 

C Porreca 
T Nguyen 

M Aulsebrook 

M Mai 
G Vanderwert 

D Pham 

 

PLANNED GIVING PROGRAM REQUEST FORM 
Would you like to become a regular contributor to the Parish? 

Or would you like to change your contribution method from envelopes to monthly credit card giving? 
If so, please fill in this slip and return it to the Parish Office. Otherwise send an e-mail to Leanne at  
info@johnthebaptist.org.au 
 

Name……………………………………………………………... Telephone No.: …………………………...…. 
 

Address:…………………………………………………………………………...……………………….………… 
 

Email : ……………………………………………………………………………………………………….……….  
 

               I wish to commence Planned Giving Program.  
 
               I wish to change from envelopes to Credit Card monthly giving. Current envelope No:…......  
                                                             

                                                           ( a credit card authority form will need to be completed)              

  Feasts of the Week 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney 
Abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a 
crime are the police. If you – or anyone you know – 
have been abused, please contact the  police.  

Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial 
Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or  
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want 
to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support 
and guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report 
crimes to the police. 

St Pancras  
We have no reliable historical information about this martyr. 
Legend tells us he was born at the end of the third century 
and brought up by an uncle in Rome after the death of his 
parents. Both he and his uncle became Christians. Pancras 
was beheaded in 304 during Diocletian's persecution. He 
was only 14 years old. 
Pancras is especially venerated in England because       
Augustine of Canterbury dedicated his first church to Pan-

cras and his relics were presented as a gift to the king of Northumber-
land. A district in London is named St. Pancras after him. 
Feast Day:  May 12 

St John de Avila 
The Apostle of Andalusia and the spiritual advisor of 
St. Teresa, St. Francis Borgia, St. John of the 
Cross, St. Peter of Alcantara, and others. He was 
born on January 6, 1499, at Almodovar del Campo, 
Spain. After studying law at the University of       
Salamanca, he left the university to be a hermit. He 

then went to Alcala, where he was ordained. John drew great 
crowds with his fiery denunciations of evil and his many          
sermons. A brief imprisonment by the Inquisition in Seville made 
him even more popular. His missionary efforts were centered on 
Andalusia, and his letters and other writings have become   
Spanish classics. John was canonized in 1970.  
Feast Day: May 10 

Sts Nereus and Achilleus were soldiers in the Roman 
army where they helped carry out the persecution of 
Christians. They probably had nothing against Christians 
and didn't carry for the bloody slaughter they were     
commanded to perform, but they obeyed these cruel  
orders out of fear of dying themselves. After all, that was 
what soldiers have always been expected to do. 

We are not told how they were converted, only that it was a "miracle of 
faith." After this miracle, they threw down their weapons and escaped 
from their camp, discarding armor and arms as they went toward their 
new life in Christ. As participants in the persecution they knew       per-
haps better than any other Christian what pain awaited them. Faith, 
however, had triumphed over fear of death and the victory of faith was 
the sweetest they had known. 
Feast Day:  May 12 

PROCESSION FOR THE FEAST OF  
MARY HELP OF CHRISTIANS  

(Patroness of Australia) 
SATURDAY 20 MAY 2023 

Peace through Prayer with Bishop Daniel Meagher 
 
10am Mass at St Peter’s Surry Hills 
Followed by Pilgrims Blessing by Bishop Daniel Meagher.  Then 
join us as he leads us on a street procession to St Mary’s Cathe-
dral 
 

12pm Mas at St Mary’s Cathedral 
In Honour of Mary Help of Christians 

CWF Parish Appeal  
The Charitable Works Fund 
(CWF) May 2023       
The appeal will be happening this 
weekend and we need your help. 
Please keep alive the vital          
ministries of the Church in service 

to those who need it most. In hospitals, churches, schools, 
communities and families, your donation is making our world 
a loving, caring and compassionate place. Give generously. 
Your tax-deductible gift changes lives. Thank you! Donate at 
www.ourfaithourworks/give-to-cwf or complete the parish 
envelope and return next weekend. All donations contribute 
to our Parish target.  

Our Lady of Fatima is a Catholic title of Mary, mother of 
Jesus based on the Marian apparitions reported in 1917       
by three shepherd children at the Cova da Iria, in Fátima, 
Portugal. The three children were Lúcia dos Santos and 

her cousins Francisco and Jacinta Marto.  
Feast Day: May 13 

ANNUAL SCHOENSTATT MARIAN PILGRIMAGE 
SUNDAY 21 May 2023 

230 Fairlight Road Mulgoa 
 

 9:30am    Sacrament of Reconciliation available (Familiy Hall) 
10:15am   Pilgrim’ Prayer and Welcome 
10:30am   Pontifical Mass with Bishop Vincent Long OFM Conv. 
 2:00pm    Eucharistic Procession, Anointing of the Sick (shrine)  
                 Final Benediction 
 

THIS IS AN OUTDOOR EVENT - PLEASE BRING YOU OWN CHAIRS 
LUNCH - Hot food, tea & coffee available for sale or BYO 

mailto:safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=2502
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=9934
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=933
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=729
https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=5358
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=6916
https://www.catholic.org/bible/book.php?id=50
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=9187
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=7101
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=2927
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Catholic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mary,_mother_of_Jesus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marian_apparition
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/F%C3%A1tima,_Portugal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Francisco_and_Jacinta_Marto


Your Prayers are requested for the  following, for whom Mass will be offered: 

 

Sick:  Olivia TOOLE, Despina JOANNIDES, Benito CARBONE, Leilah DANIEL, Dominic EMPEIGNE, Essa,           
Pamela MARTIN, Ivy FERNANDES, Royala & Gayle, Michael, Brian AULSEBROOK, Theresa MERCIECA,     

   Avelino San BUENAVENTURA, Guiseppina ANDRONACO, Mariola, Rita DALLI, Alexander (Sandy) ANDERSON,                 
Jessie ZAMMIT, John DEMICOLI, Judy DIVANI, Lachlan BENSON, Gino BORG, Gung Jec MENG, Cindy CALDEJON,            
Julia CEFAI, Melda MIZZI, Rita SHAH, Virgilio MARIANO, Kristian SERIC, Gary LOMAS, Nolita HERBERT     

    

Recently Deceased:  Sr Shirley AGOO ICM, Peter AWIT, Ann KARAKATSANIS, Patrick LEE, Billy POMARE, Toni Di 
MARTINO, John JOANNIDES, Teresa SAID, Rolando QUIJANO 

 

Anniversary:  John Da RIN, Giuseppe PIGNATARO,  Esther MUSCAT 
 

Other:  Michael GRIMA, Marion FENECH, Jimmy FENECH and Maryanne FENECH,  St Anthony, St Jude and  St Rita  

Baptisms:  If you wish to Baptise your child please 
contact the parish office to make an appointment with    
Fr Dominic or Fr Ben. 

 

PARISH SUPPERS 
 

Our Parish is in need of volunteers to assist with  
suppers after the Saturday5:30pm Mass. 
 

If you are interested in helping please call Teresa Vartuli our  
coordinator on 0413 835 250 and you will be placed on a roster 
once a month.  Thank you. 

JORDAN YOUTH GROUP 
  
Years 5 & 6 Primary School students & Year 
7 High School students are welcome to join 
the Jordan Youth Group at John the Baptist Parish hall.   
 

Our aim is to encourage young people within our community to come 
together to engage, learn, pray, and become involved in spiritual life 
and explore our Catholic faith.  
 

Our next meeting is Saturday, 27th May 2023. 
 
Details and Dates for 2023 are listed below: 
 

Location: John the Baptist Parish Hall 
Time: 3.00pm-5.00pm 
Cost: Free 
Afternoon tea will be provided. 
  
Saturday, 27th May                        
Saturday, 24th June 
Saturday 22nd July              
Saturday, 26th August  
 

If you have any further queries or would like to volunteer your time and 
assist with the Jordan Youth group, please contact Tina Dunn on       
0439 492 920 or Silvana Scamardella on 0417 197 357. 

Saturday, 23rd September 
Saturday, 28th October    
Saturday, 18th November 
Saturday 9th December                   

SAVE THE DATE – 22nd October 2023  
JB Spring Fair 
Your Parish! Your Fair! – offers food, fun, 
FREE jumping castle, music, market stalls and 
entertainment bringing the Parish Community and their 
families together after Covid. This Fair is designed for our 
community and celebrates the delights of our Parish. 
 
WANTED: Volunteers over 18-year-olds are very       
welcome. One or two hours of your time to volunteer 
would be greatly appreciated. 
 
FOOD: Currently confirmed food stalls by our              
Parishioners are Holland, Italy, Philippines, and Vietnam. 
We need more food stallholders. 
Are you interested in Marketing your service or products 
at our Fair. Stall $25 per spot. 
Please contact: Sharon 0410 494 700 (after 5:30pm) 
or Susan 0419 606 683 (after 3pm). 

Men put faith on display. To join the men’s 
group or to find out more, email 
jbmg@johnthebaptist.org.au or call/SMS 
Daniel on 0411 254 520. 

CONFIRMATION 2023 
 

Confirmation will be held on Sunday 17th September at 
St Mary’s Cathedral at 3:30pm. 
Please keep watching this space for further details as 

they become available. 
For any enquiries please contact Linda Barilla on 0409 914 083. 

Mother’s Day Cake/Biscuit Stall 
 

The piety Store is organizing a cake/biscuit 
stall on the weekend of 13/14 May. 

 

All items are home made by the ladies of our 
parish. 

 

Monies raised through this, goes to support 
the poor and disadvantaged of our             

community. 



Next Sunday:   
Sixth Sunday of Easter - (Year A) 

First Reading:  Acts 8:5-8, 14-17 
Second Reading:  1 Peter 3:15-18 

Gospel:  John 14:15-21 

Copyright © 1996-2015 Universalis Publishing Limited: see www.universalis.com. Scripture readings from the 
Jerusalem Bible are published and copyright © 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman & Todd, Ltd and 
Doubleday, a div ision of Random House, Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. Text of the Psalms: 
Copyright © 1963, The Grail (England). Used with permission of A.P. Watt Ltd.  All rights reserved. 

First reading                                      Acts 6:1-7 
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 

About this time, when the number of disciples was increasing, the 
Hellenists made a complaint against the Hebrews: in the daily 
distribution their own widows were being overlooked. So the Twelve 
called a full meeting of the disciples and addressed them, ‘It would 
not be right for us to neglect the word of God so as to give out food; 
you, brothers, must select from among yourselves seven men of 
good reputation, filled with the Spirit and with wisdom; we will hand 
over this duty to them, and continue to devote ourselves to prayer 
and to the service of the word.’ The whole assembly approved of 
this proposal and elected Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy 
Spirit, together with Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, 
and Nicolaus of Antioch, a convert to Judaism. They presented 
these to the apostles, who prayed and laid their hands on them. 

The word of the Lord continued to spread: the number of disciples 
in Jerusalem was greatly increased, and a large group of priests 
made their submission to the faith. 
 

The Word of the Lord 
 
 
Responsorial Psalm                                             32:1-2, 4-5, 18-19 
Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place our trust in you. 

Ring out your joy to the Lord, O you just; 
for praise is fitting for loyal hearts. 
Give thanks to the Lord upon the harp, 
with a ten-stringed lute sing him songs. 

Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place our trust in you. 

For the word of the Lord is faithful 
and all his works to be trusted. 
The Lord loves justice and right 
and fills the earth with his love. 

Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place our trust in you. 

The Lord looks on those who revere him, 
on those who hope in his love, 
to rescue their souls from death, 
to keep them alive in famine. 

Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place our trust in you. 
 
 
Second reading                                                1 Peter 2:4-9 
A reading from the first letter of St Peter 

The Lord is the living stone, rejected by men but chosen by God and 
precious to him; set yourselves close to him so that you too, the holy 
priesthood that offers the spiritual sacrifices which Jesus Christ has 
made acceptable to God, may be living stones making a spiritual 
house. As scripture says: See how I lay in Zion a precious 
cornerstone that I have chosen and the man who rests his trust on it 
will not be disappointed. That means that for you who are believers, 
it is precious; but for unbelievers, the stone rejected by the builders 
has proved to be the keystone, a stone to stumble over, a rock to 
bring men down. They stumble over it because they do not believe 
in the word; it was the fate in store for them. 

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a consecrated 
nation, a people set apart to sing the praises of God who called you 
out of the darkness into his wonderful light. 
 

The word of the Lord 
 

Gospel Acclamation                                                         John 14:6 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
I am the way, the truth, and the life, says the Lord; 
no one comes to the Father, except through me. 
Alleluia! 
 
 
Gospel                                                                          John 14:1-12 
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to John 

Jesus said to his disciples: 

‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. 
Trust in God still, and trust in me. 
There are many rooms in my Father’s house; 
if there were not, I should have told you. 
I am going now to prepare a place for you, 
and after I have gone and prepared you a place, 
I shall return to take you with me; 
so that where I am 
you may be too. 
You know the way to the place where I am going.’ 

Thomas said, ‘Lord, we do not know where you are going, so how 
can we know the way?’ Jesus said: 

‘I am the Way, the Truth and the Life. 
No one can come to the Father except through me. 
If you know me, you know my Father too. 
From this moment you know him and have seen him.’ 

Philip said, ‘Lord, let us see the Father and then we shall be 
satisfied.’ ‘Have I been with you all this time, Philip,’ said Jesus to 
him ‘and you still do not know me? 

‘To have seen me is to have seen the Father, 
so how can you say, “Let us see the Father”? 
Do you not believe 
that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? 
The words I say to you I do not speak as from myself: 
it is the Father, living in me, who is doing this work. 
You must believe me when I say 
that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; 
believe it on the evidence of this work, if for no other reason. 
I tell you most solemnly, 
whoever believes in me 
will perform the same works as I 

do myself, 
he will perform even greater 

works, 
because I am going to the Father.’ 
 

The Gospel of the Lord 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Parish Ministries: 
Parish Pastoral Council Chairman:   Jeff Lai  
Finance Committee:  Rosa Marciano  
Community Care:  Tina Dunn & Sharon Cook  
Readers and Catechists:  Nina Laureti  
Extraordinary Eucharistic Ministers: :  Linda Barilla  
Confirmation:  Linda Barilla  
Reconciliation and First Communion:  Tamara Vella  
Altar Servers - Fr Dominic 

Children’s Liturgy:  Angela Galdas  
Church Linen:  Michelle De Luca  
Church Cleaners:  Ann Goria  
Piety Stall:  Millie Breaden  
Morning Teas:  Teresa Vartuli  
Jordan Youth Group:  Silvana Scamardella  
Housie and Money Counting:  Victoria Baltazar  
Men’s Group:  Branko Poljak  
For any inquiries, please call the parish office. 

Reflection Questions…..      
 As I understand it, that which is “new” in Jesus’ commandment to 

love is….. 
 The extent to which Jesus is my norm for loving others is….. 
 The difference in my relationships when I love as Jesus loves 

is…..….. 


