
Mount Street, Bonnyrigg Heights 
(incorporating Bonnyrigg Heights, Green Valley, Edensor Park, Abbotsbury, Cecil Hills & Elizabeth Hills) 

Parish Pastoral Centre: 
45 Mount Street, Bonnyrigg Heights, 2177  

Fr Dominic Dinh  
Email:  pp@johnthebaptist.org.au 
Emergency:  0423 420 639 
 

Fr Benjamin Saliba  

Email: Benjamin.saliba@sydneycatholic.org 

MASSES THIS WEEK 
 

PSALTER  WEEK 4 
 
 
 
 
 

Monday  -  No Mass 
St Sharbel Makhluf, priest 

Tuesday  -  8:00am  
St James, apostle 

Wednesday  7:00pm 
St Joachim and Anne, parents 

of Blessed Virgin Mary  
Thursday  -   9:00am 

Friday  -  9:00am 
Saturday  -  9:00am  

Sts Martha, Mary and 
Lazarus 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEXT SUNDAY   
29/30 JULY 

(17th Sunday in Orinary 
Time Year A) 

Saturday Vigil Mass: 
5:30pm 

 

Sunday Masses: 
8:00am, 10:00am & 5:30pm 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

4th Sunday of the Month: 
5:30pm Mass in Tagalog 

 
 
 
 
 

1st Friday of the Month: 
7:00pm Mass in 

Vietnamese 

 
 

Fatima First Saturday  
Rosary 7.45am 

Adoration 8.30am 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Reconciliations:  
Wednesday 7.30pm 

Saturday  4:15—5:00pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
Contact the Parish Office 

or Fr Dominic 0423 420 639 
 

   John the Baptist Catholic Parish 

Office:       9823 2572     
Email:   info@johnthebaptist.org.au 
Website:   www.johnthebaptist.org.au 
 
Office Hours:  Tue- Fri 9.00am to 4pm 
Parish Secretary:  Leanne Lang 
Bookkeeper:  Victoria Baltazar 

 
 
 Things were getting quite noisy in the young couple’s apartment on the fifth 
floor. The neighbours all stood in the hall way, listening to the argument. “He’s          
certainly going to hit her. We better do something.” A woman exclaimed. “Yes, yes. 
And she’s not made out of paper either but it’s none of our business.” Another added. 
There were more bangs and crashes; then everything became very quiet. “We’d better 
call the police. It could be that...” just then old Grandpa, who takes no interest in       
others’ chattering, turned up, “Why don’t you let the 
young couple do what they want to? May be all they’re 
doing is moving the furniture.” “But, Grandpa, I heard a 
groan and a moan.” “So what? All of us groan and moan 
sometimes.” Just then the door opened and a young   
couple came out into the hall, the young lady smiled on 
all the neighbours and seeing so many of them gathered 
said, “we owe you all an apology for all the noise we 
made in our apartment. We were moving the furniture 
around and we knocked over and broke our big 
lampshade, and we’re just going out to buy a new one.” 
Grandpa just smiled as the young couple walked past the neighbours, and then the 
people said: “What a lovely couple the two of them made!” It is very easy for us to 
make a rash judgement according to what we think, and often what we think can be 
very negative and wrong.    

In the Gospel today we find the farmer who has sown good seed in his field 
being amazed at the sight of weeds in the midst of the good plants as they grow. While 
the servants quickly wanted to pull them out: “Do you want us to go and weed them 
out?” the owner was very patient and compassionate, “No, because when you weed 
out the darnel you might pull up the wheat with it. Let them both grow till the harvest...” 
It is true, that we usually condemn and try to eradicate others when what we see as 
wrong and not appropriate according to our judgement, without deepening our         
understanding and knowledge. That is why Jesus wanted us to be perfect as our  
heavenly Father is perfect not perfect as the way we see ourselves. The way in which 
our heavenly Father is perfect is that He sends his rain and his sunshine on the good 
and on the bad alike. He has the same love for the sinner as he has for the saint; the 
only difference is that the saint knows that he is forgiven and loved.  

God is always patient and compassionate with us, let us be aware of what is 
going on in us and let us pray for the strength and courage to change ourselves and 
change the way we see others.  
 

Catechism of the Catholic Church 
827... All members of the church, including her ministers, must acknowledge that they 
are sinners. In everyone, the weeds of sin will still be mixed with the good wheat of 
the gospel until the end of time. Hence the church gathers sinners already caught 
up in Christ’s salvation but still on the way to holiness. 
 

There is so much good in the worst of us, And so much bad in the best of us, 
That it ill behoves any of us, To speak ill of the rest of us. 

                                                                                     R. Stevenson. 

16th Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year A)  
22nd & 23rd July, 2023 



Ministries  
Next Week     
29/30 JULY 

Sat  
5.30 pm 

Sun  
8.00 am 

Sun  
10 am 

Sun  
5:30 pm 

READERS: M Camilleri 
A Pace 

J Poljak 
S Hely 

G Zangari 
M Zangari 

A Vanderwert 
J Lentini 

Extraordinary  
MINISTERS 
EUCHARIST: 

A Pace 
A Jameson 
N LaRosa 

L Agoo 
Delicia Vella 
A Liberatore 

G Dunn 
V Buhajiar 
S D’Cruz 

S Hambrook 

G Vanderwert 
R Imbert 

 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney 
Abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime 
are the police. If you – or anyone you know – have been 
abused, please contact the police.  

Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity 
Office at (02) 9390 5810 or  
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want to speak 
to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. 
The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 

PLANNED GIVING PROGRAM REQUEST FORM 
Would you like to become a regular contributor to the Parish? 

Or would you like to change your contribution method from envelopes to monthly credit card giving? 
If so, please fill in this slip and return it to the Parish Office. Otherwise send an e-mail to Leanne at  
info@johnthebaptist.org.au 
 

Name……………………………………………………………... Telephone No.: …………………………...…. 
 

Address:…………………………………………………………………………...……………………….………… 
 

Email : ……………………………………………………………………………………………………….……….  
 

               I wish to commence Planned Giving Program.  
 
               I wish to change from envelopes to Credit Card monthly giving. Current envelope No:…......  
                                                             

                                                           ( a credit card authority form will need to be completed)              

Feasts of the Week 

Sts Joachim and Anne are the parents of the Virgin 
Mary. There are no mentions of them in the Bible or 
Gospels, what we know comes from Catholic legend 
and the Gospel of James, which is an unsanctioned, 
apocryphal writing from the second century AD.  
Even the early Church fathers expressed scepticism 

about the Gospel of James in their writings. There are about 150  
copies of the ancient manuscript which often have different titles, 
but tell the same story, that Mary was promised to Joachim and 
Anne by an angel, was consecrated to God, and she remained a 
virgin all her life.  Naturally, there is plenty of room for scholarly 
debate about these saints. We have no true primary sources that 
prove they even existed, but certainly we can agree that Mary 
had parents.  Mary had good, faithful parents who raised her 
with a love and devotion to God like none other except Jesus 
Christ Himself.  Joachim and Anne serve as role models for  
parents and both deserve to be honoured and emulated for their 
devotion to God and Our Lady Mary, the  Mother of God.      
Feast Day:  July 26 

 

Jesus Light of the World Communities – Day Retreat 
 

29 July 2023 (Saturday) 9:30 am – 4:30 pm 
“You are VICTORIOUS” 
Marina George - Speaker 

 

A devoted Catholic lady who loves sharing her deep  
relationship with God the Father, the love of Jesus and the Holy Spirit. 
 

St Joseph’s Parish Hall  
Walz St, Rockdale, NSW (Parking Entry at Parker St.) 
 

Booking Essential, FREE Lunch & Afternoon Tea 
 

Enquiries:  Helen – 0433 455 114    Ida – 0424 267 500 
Email: jlowcommunity@gmail.com 

St James 
Nothing is known of St. James the Greater's early 
life.  He is the brother of St John the Evangelist 
(sons of Zebedee and Salome). The title "the      
Greater" was added to St. James' name to help   
distinguish him from the Apostle James "the Less," 

who is believed to have been shorter than James "the Greater."  
Saint James the Greater was one of Jesus' first disciples.  
James was one of only three called by Jesus to witness his 
Transfiguration, and when he and his brother wanted to call fire 
upon a Samaritan town, both were rebuked by Jesus.  Following 
Christ's Ascension, James spread the Gospel across Israel and 
the Roman kingdom as well. He travelled and spread the Word 
for nearly forty years in Spain.  It is said that one day, as he 
prayed, The Blessed Virgin Mary appeared to him and asked 
him to build her a church, which he did.  Later, James returned 
to Jerusalem and was martyred for his faith by King Herod, who 
decapitated him.  He was the first apostle to die. 
Feast Day: July 25 

Sts Martha, Mary and Lazarus  
Martha, Mary, and their brother Lazarus were       
evidently close friends of Jesus. He came to their 
home simply as a welcomed guest.  The sisters feel 
free to call on Jesus at their brother’s death, even 
though a return to Judea at that time seems almost 

certain death.  No doubt  Martha was an active sort of person. 
On one occasion, she prepares the meal for Jesus and possibly 
his fellow guests and forthrightly states the obvious: All hands 
should pitch in to help with the dinner. 
Martha’s great glory is her simple and strong statement of faith in 
Jesus after her brother’s death. “Jesus told her, ‘I am the            
resurrection and the life; whoever believes in me, even if he dies, 
will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will never 
die. Do you believe this?’ She said to him, ‘Yes, Lord. I have 
come to believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the 
one who is coming into the world’” (John 11:25-27) 
Feast Day:  July 29 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word 

What is Children’s Liturgy of the Word? 
 

During Children’s Liturgy of the Word, the children pray together.  They 
hear and respond to the Gospel (simplified for children), in their own 
time and space, with Children’s Liturgy Leaders.  The children then 
return to the Church for the Liturgy of the Eucharist. 
 

All children who are 4-8 years of age are welcome to attend. 
 

4 years old (accompanied) 
5-8 years old (unaccompanied)      
Parents are welcome to go to Children’s Liturgy with their child. 
 

At John the Baptist Catholic Church, Children’s Liturgy of 
the Word takes place during the following Mass times….. 
Saturday 5:30pm 
Sunday 8:00am and 10:00am 
(not during school holidays) 
 

All Children’s Liturgy Leaders have a Working with Children 
Clearance. 

 

mailto:safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org
mailto:Email:%20jlowcommunity@gmail.com


Your Prayers are requested for the  following, for whom Mass will be offered: 
 

Sick:  Errol O’DWYER, Rivan POULS, Gerald BOSOKY, Dominic ATTARD, Antonietta De MARTIN, Olivia TOOLE,                        
Despina JOANNIDES, Benito CARBONE, Leilah DANIEL, Dominic EMPEIGNE, Essa, Pamela MARTIN,                       
Ivy FERNANDES, Royala & Gayle, Michael, Brian AULSEBROOK, Theresa MERCIECA, Avelino San BUENAVENTURA, 
Guiseppina ANDRONACO, Mariola, Rita DALLI, Alexander (Sandy) ANDERSON, Jessie ZAMMIT, John DEMICOLI,               
Judy DIVANI, Lachlan BENSON, Gino BORG, Gung Jec MENG, Cindy CALDEJON, Julia CEFAI, Melda MIZZI, Rita SHAH, 
Virgilio MARIANO, Kristian SERIC, Gary LOMAS, Nolita HERBERT     

    

Recently Deceased:  Tomislav Johny PELIKAN, Dr Blake LOUGHRAN, Cornelia MENDOZA, Frank CEFAI, Francesco FROIO, 
Kathleen RAVEN, Agnes BURKE 

Anniversary:   Edward CARUANA, Casimero CASTOR 
 

Other:  Michael GRIMA, Jimmy FENECH , Marion FENECH, Maryanne FENECH, St Anthony, St Jude, St Rita, All Souls 

Baptisms:  If you wish to Baptise your child please 
contact the parish office to make an appointment with   
Fr Dominic or Fr Ben. 

 

Baptism:                        
This week, we welcome into the Catholic faith:  

Savanah  Karan and Benjamin Pham 
May they always know the love of God and feel His guiding 
hand throughout their lives. 

2023-2024 Planned Giving Envelopes 

 The new Planned Giving Envelopes commencing 1st July 
2023 are now available in the Church foyer.  

 2022/2023 PG Tax receipts 
 Tax receipts for 2022/23 are now available to be 
collected from the Church foyer. There are still some new 
envelopes waiting to be collected. Please ensure you pick 
up your correct envelopes by checking your name and ad-
dress. If you know someone from the neighbourhood, 
please deliver envelop or tax receipt for us.  

If you are not yet a member and would like to join our Planned 
Giving Program with 35% tax deduction, please complete the 
form on this bulletin and return it to the Parish Office or contact 
Leanne at the office on 9823 2572. 
 

MORE UPDATES!!  JB SPRING FAIR  
                                 22nd October 2023 
 

BARISTA wanted parishioners or local  
business. 
We need volunteers - One or two hours of your time to    
volunteer would be greatly appreciated.   
Any entertainers out there? Please contact Fr Dom  
Our Marketing Stalls are slowly coming together.  We have 
Gloria Lorlina Floral & Gifts, Maria handbags and Wattle 
Lane Designs. We need more! Hurry secure your spot! 
International Food stalls are run by our parishioners -    
Holland, Italy, Indian, Philippines, Vietnam, Malaysia,      
Thailand, and Australia.  
We need more parishioners to come forward to showcase 
their country of origin. Spot provided are Free of Charge.  
 

JB Spring Fair Committee is happy to welcome a new mem-
ber, Amanda Newell.  
Any enquiries please contact: Josie 0407203593  

CONFIRMATION 2023 
Confirmation for John the Baptist Parish will be held on 
17

th
 September 2023 at St Mary’s Cathedral.  A parent 

meeting will be held this Tuesday 25
th

 July               
commencing at 7.00pm in the Church with enrolment to 
follow.  Enrolment forms are available from the Parish Office.   
If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact  
Linda on 0409 914 083. 

JB SOCIAL GROUP 
 

Join us as we enjoy the magnificent 
scenery of the lower Hawkesbury on 
the Riverboat Postman cruise on 
Friday 15 September. We will be  travelling by coach to the 
wharf at Brooklyn where we will board the boat for a 2 hour 
cruise. The Hawkesbury mail boat delivers mail and other     
essentials to a number of remote settlements up river from 
Brooklyn.   
 

The cruise will include a morning tea and lunch. Morning tea is        
percolated coffee/tea and homemade Anzac biscuits. Lunch is a 
ploughman’s lunch comprising ham, salad, cheese, Turkish 
rolls, pickles and chutney. 
 

The cost will be $80 which covers the coach and the cruise, and      
includes morning tea and lunch. 

 

We will be departing from the Western Sydney     
Parklands Plough & Harrow entrance off     
Elizabeth Drive. There is plenty of all day car 
parking available. When you enter the        
Parklands you immediately come to a “T”     

intersection, turn right and head towards the car park.  People 
will need to be assembled by 7.45 am as the bus will depart at 
8.00 am. We should return around 3.30pm to 4.00pm. 
 

For all enquiries and to reserve a seat/s, please contact Valerie    
Buhajiar on 0417 244 285 to advise number attending, your 
contact phone number and any dietary requirements by Friday 
25 August. (Please also include the name of the person/s with a 
dietary requirement). 
 

Full payment will be required to be made to Leanne in the parish 
office by Friday 1 September. 
 

Should you wish to attend and are experiencing financial      
hardship please speak with Father Dominic. 

HELP NEEDED 
 

HAVE YOU GOT A “GREEN THUMB”? 
 

The Piety Store will have a Plant Store at the JB Spring Fair this year 
to help raise funds for The Community Care Group.  All profits from 
the sale of plants will help provide assistance to the disadvantaged 
in our immediate and broader community. 
 

However, we need stock! 
Are you able to help us by propagating plants with cuttings from 
your gardens? 
 

We have a number of free pots in the Piety Store which are      
available for your use.  If you are able to assist, we ask that you 
nurture your cuttings until October.  They can then be left outside 
the Piety Store during October so that your donated plants can be 
sold at our Fair. 
 

Your generosity and your time would be greatly appreciated. 

G.L.U.E. 
 

Fr Ben will be at World Youth Day from 21st July - 11th August. 
G.L.U.E. will NOT take place in July. 

We will recommence on Tuesday 29th August. 



Next Sunday:   
17th Sunday in Ordinary Time - (Year A) 

First Reading:  I Kings 3:5, 7-12 
Second Reading:  Romans 8:28-30 

Gospel:  Matthew 13:44-52 

Copyright © 1996-2015 Universalis Publishing Limited: see www.universalis.com. Scripture readings from the 
Jerusalem Bible are published and copyright © 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman & Todd, Ltd and 
Doubleday, a div ision of Random House, Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. Text of the Psalms: 
Copyright © 1963, The Grail (England). Used with permission of A.P. Watt Ltd.  All rights reserved. 

First reading                 Wisdom 12:13, 16-19 
A reading from the prophet Isaiah 

There is no god, other than you, who cares for every thing, 
to whom you might have to prove that you never judged unjustly. 
Your justice has its source in strength, 
your sovereignty over all makes you lenient to all. 
You show your strength when your sovereign power is 

questioned 
and you expose the insolence of those who know it; 
but, disposing of such strength, you are mild in judgement, 
you govern us with great lenience, 
for you have only to will, and your power is there. 
By acting thus you have taught a lesson to your people 
how the virtuous man must be kindly to his fellow men, 
and you have given your sons the good hope 
that after sin you will grant repentance. 
 

The Word of the Lord 
 
 
 
Responsorial Psalm                                      85:5-6, 9-10, 15-16 
Lord, you are good and forgiving. 

O Lord, you are good and forgiving, 
full of love to all who call. 
Give heed, O Lord, to my prayer 
and attend to the sound of my voice. 

Lord, you are good and forgiving. 

All the nations shall come to adore you 
and glorify your name, O Lord: 
for you are great and do marvellous deeds, 
you who alone are God. 

Lord, you are good and forgiving. 

But you, God of mercy and compassion, 
slow to anger, O Lord, 
abounding in love and truth, 
turn and take pity on me. 

Lord, you are good and forgiving. 
 
 
 
Second reading                                      Romans 8:26-27 
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans 

The Spirit comes to help us in our weakness. For when we 
cannot choose words in order to pray properly, the Spirit himself 
expresses our plea in a way that could never be put into words, 
and God who knows everything in our hearts knows perfectly 
well what he means, and that the pleas of the saints expressed 
by the Spirit are according to the mind of God. 
 

The word of the Lord 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gospel Acclamation                                      cf. Matthew 11:25  
Alleluia, alleluia! 
The seed is the word of God, Christ is the sower; 
all who come to him will live for ever. 
Alleluia! 
 
 
 
Gospel                                                             Matthew 13:24-30 
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew 

Jesus put another parable before the crowds: ‘The kingdom of 
heaven may be compared to a man who sowed good seed in his 
field. While everybody was asleep his enemy came, sowed 
darnel all among the wheat, and made off. When the new wheat 
sprouted and ripened, the darnel appeared as well. The owner’s 
servants went to him and said, “Sir, was it not good seed that 
you sowed in your field? If so, where does the darnel come 
from?” “Some enemy has done this” he answered. And the 
servants said, “Do you want us to go and weed it out?” But he 
said, “No, because when you weed out the darnel you might pull 
up the wheat with it. Let them both grow till the harvest; and at 
harvest time I shall say to the reapers: First collect the darnel 
and tie it in bundles to be burnt, then gather the wheat into my 
barn.”’ 

He put another parable before them: ‘The kingdom of heaven 
is like a mustard seed which a man took and sowed in his field. It 
is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the 
biggest shrub of all and becomes a tree so that the birds of the 
air come and shelter in its branches.’ 

He told them another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like 
the yeast a woman took and mixed in with three measures of 
flour till it was leavened all through.’ 

In all this Jesus spoke to the crowds in parables; indeed, he 
would never speak to them except in parables. This was to fulfil 
the prophecy: 

I will speak to you in parables 
and expound things hidden since the foundation of the world. 

Then, leaving the crowds, he went to the house; and his 
disciples came to him and said, ‘Explain the parable about the 
darnel in the field to us.’ He said in reply, ‘The sower of the good 
seed is the Son of Man. The field is the world; the good seed is 
the subjects of the kingdom; the darnel, the subjects of the evil 
one; the enemy who sowed them, the devil; the harvest is the 
end of the world; the reapers are the angels. Well then, just as 
the darnel is gathered up and burnt in the 
fire, so it will be at the end of time. The Son 
of Man will send his angels and they will 
gather out of his kingdom all things that 
provoke offences and all who do evil, and 
throw them into the blazing furnace, where 
there will be weeping and grinding of teeth. 
Then the virtuous will shine like the sun in 
the kingdom of their Father. Listen, 
anyone who has ears!’ 
 

The Gospel of the Lord 
 
 
 

Parish Ministries: 
Parish Pastoral Council Chairman:   Jeff Lai  
Finance Committee:  Rosa Marciano  
Community Care:  Tina Dunn & Sharon Cook  
Readers and Catechists:  Nina Laureti  
Extraordinary Eucharistic Ministers: :  Linda Barilla  
Confirmation:  Linda Barilla  
Reconciliation and First Communion:  Tamara Vella  
Altar Servers - Fr Dominic 

Children’s Liturgy:  Angela Galdas  
Church Linen:  Michelle De Luca  
Church Cleaners:  Ann Goria  
Piety Stall:  Millie Breaden  
Morning Teas:  Teresa Vartuli  
Jordan Youth Group:  Silvana Scamardella  
Housie and Money Counting:  Victoria Baltazar  
Men’s Group:  Branko Poljak  
For any inquiries, please call the parish office. 

Reflection Questions…..      
 For me, the significance of the Master permitting the wheat and 

weeds to co-exist is….. 
 Where I witness God’s kingdom unfolding like a mustard see 

is….. 
 .Some ways I can bring God’s “mastery” (see first reading) into 

my workplace are….. 


