
Mount Street, Bonnyrigg Heights 
(incorporating Bonnyrigg Heights, Green Valley, Edensor Park, Abbotsbury, Cecil Hills & Elizabeth Hills) 

Parish Pastoral Centre: 
45 Mount Street, Bonnyrigg Heights, 2177  

Fr Dominic Dinh  
Email:  pp@johnthebaptist.org.au 
Emergency:  0423 420 639 
 

Fr Benjamin Saliba  

Email: Benjamin.saliba@sydneycatholic.org 

MASSES THIS WEEK 
 

PSALTER  WEEK 3 
 
 
 
 
 

Monday  -  No Mass 
St Maximilian Mary Kolbe, 

priest, martyr 
Tuesday  -  9:00am  

7:00pm 
The Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary 

Wednesday  7:00pm 
St Stephen of Hungary 
Thursday  -   9:00am 

Friday  -  9:00am 
Saturday  -  9:00am 
St John Eudes, priest  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEXT SUNDAY   
19/20AUGUST 

(20th Sunday in Ordinary 
Time Year A) 

Saturday Vigil Mass: 
5:30pm 

 

Sunday Masses: 
8:00am, 10:00am & 5:30pm 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4th Sunday of the Month: 
5:30pm Mass in Tagalog 

 
 
 
 
 

1st Friday of the Month: 
7:00pm Mass in 

Vietnamese 

 
 

Fatima First Saturday  
Rosary 7.45am 

Adoration 8.30am 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Reconciliations:  
Wednesday 7.30pm 

Saturday  4:15—5:00pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
Contact the Parish Office 

or Fr Dominic 0423 420 639 

   John the Baptist Catholic Parish 

Office:       9823 2572     
Email:   info@johnthebaptist.org.au 
Website:   www.johnthebaptist.org.au 
 
Office Hours:  Tue- Fri 9.00am to 4pm 
Parish Secretary:  Leanne Lang 
Bookkeeper:  Victoria Baltazar 

 
 
 

A couple brought their son, a six years old boy to a baptismal preparation. 
The young boy couldn’t quite grasp the concept of godparents. When his mother 
explained to him that her friend’s husband will be his godfather, he became quite 
puzzled. Stomping his foot he exclaimed, “No, I do not want another good father, I 
already have a good father - Daddy!” 

 It is not always easy for us to accept new ideas, concepts and anything out 
of the normal ordinary daily living. In today’s Gospel, Peter was overwhelmed by 
the sight of Jesus walking on the water. He assumed that he too can do the same. 
“Lord if it is you, tell me to come to you across the water.” Then letting go of his fear 
he stepped out of the boat onto the water and walked toward Jesus. But when his 
focus shifted from Jesus to himself and his ability to walk on water, he started to 
sink. It is the same for all of us if we try to walk on water we will certainly sink. We 
often wish that we should be doing great things, working miracles, curing the sick, 
walking on water, whereas what God wanted us to be is just to be ordinary but   
remain our focus on Him. It is up to God to do 
what he wished with our ordinary efforts.        
Matthew told this story to encourage us not to 
give up hope. If we have faith in Jesus we too 
can walk on water. 

Letting go of our desire to be great is one 
of the first requirements in following Jesus. There 
are times I felt helpless when facing people with 
the incurable sickness, terminal    illness or     
dying. I feel bad for I don’t know what to say or 
ought to do. But I find if I can let go of my 
thoughts and desires in faith and trust in God’s 
grace and will, then I feel much at peace, and a sense of hope in any situation. 

 The decision to walk on the water with faith in Jesus is the one which we 
have to make every day of our lives. It is about doing the best of our ability and 
leave the rest in God’s hand. It is a submission to a belief that there is a bigger plan 
and a good God beyond our superficial observations. Let us pray that we can let go 
of our fear, doubt and completely put our trust in Jesus. 

 

Matthew’s gospel was written in a period of settling down for the  
Christian community. The Jewish Christians had separated from their 
fellow Jews, and they no longer attended synagogue as they had in the 
earlier years of Christianity. The threat of immediate persecution had 
passed, but there may have been conflict in the community between 
Jewish Christians and Gentile Christians. In this settling down period, 

the early Church was beginning to put together what it believed about its life and mission. 
One of the first Trinitarian formulas in the New Testament is given to us in Matthew’s    
gospel, probably a formula used in baptism in this early Christian community. “Go therefore 
and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit.” (Matthew 28:19)   

Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year A)  
12th & 13th August, 2023 



Ministries  
Next Week     
19/20 AUG 

Sat  
5.30 pm 

Sun  
8.00 am 

Sun  
10 am 

Sun  
5:30 pm 

READERS: J Victorino 
M Camilleri 

J Finucane 
L Agoo 

J Mataele 
E Villegas 

V Arbanas 
R Capolupo 

Extraordinary  
MINISTERS 
EUCHARIST: 

A Vlahadamis 
M Camilleri 

M Finn 

Delicia Vella 
A Liberatore 

F Foti 

S D’Cruz 
S Hambrook 

E Villegas 
C Porreca 

G Vaderwert 
R Imbert 

 

 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney 
Abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime 
are the police. If you – or anyone you know – have been 
abused, please contact the police.  

Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity 
Office at (02) 9390 5810 or  
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want to speak 
to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. 
The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 

PLANNED GIVING PROGRAM REQUEST FORM 
Would you like to become a regular contributor to the Parish? 

Or would you like to change your contribution method from envelopes to monthly credit card giving? 
If so, please fill in this slip and return it to the Parish Office. Otherwise send an e-mail to Leanne at  
info@johnthebaptist.org.au 
 

Name……………………………………………………………... Telephone No.: …………………………...…. 
 

Address:…………………………………………………………………………...……………………….………… 
 

Email : ……………………………………………………………………………………………………….……….  
 

               I wish to commence Planned Giving Program.  
 
               I wish to change from envelopes to Credit Card monthly giving. Current envelope No:…......  
                                                             

                                                           ( a credit card authority form will need to be completed)              

Feasts of the Week 

The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
This significant feast day recalls the spiritual and 
physical departure of the mother of Jesus Christ from 
earth, when both her soul and her body were taken 
into heaven to live with her son Jesus Christ for ever.  
Human beings having to wait until the end of time for 
their bodily resurrection, but Mary’s body was able to 

go straight to heaven because her soul hadn’t been tainted by 
original sin.  Catholics celebrate the Feast of the Assumption of 
the Virgin Mary on August 15 each year.  The Feast is also a 
Holy Day of Obligation.  Feast Day:  August 15 

St Maximilian Mary Kolbe was born as  Raymund 
Kolbe on January 8, 1894, in the Kingdom of Poland, 
part of the Russian Empire. He was a Polish         
Conventual Franciscan friar and a martyr in the      
German death Camp of Auschwitz during World War 

II. St. Maximilian Kolbe was very active in promoting the        
Immaculate Virgin Mary and is known as the Apostle of         
Consecration to Mary.  Much of his life was strongly influenced 
by a vision he had of the Virgin Mary when he was 12.  Kolbe 
founded monasteries in Japan and India. To this day the        
monastery in Japan remains prominent in the Roman Catholic 
Church in Japan. On February 17,1941 Kolbe was arrested by 
the German Gestapo and taken to the Pawiak prison. Three 
months later, he was transferred to Auschwitz. It is said during 
the last days of his life Kolbe led prayers to Our Lady with the 
prisoners and remained calm.  St. Maximilian Kolbe died on  
August 14 and his remains were cremated on August 15, the 
same day as the Assumption of Mary feast day.                   
Feast Day: August 14 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word 

What is Children’s Liturgy of the Word? 
 

During Children’s Liturgy of the Word, the children pray together.  They 
hear and respond to the Gospel (simplified for children), in their own 
time and space, with Children’s Liturgy Leaders.  The children then 
return to the Church for the Liturgy of the Eucharist. 
 

All children who are 4-8 years of age are welcome to attend. 
 

4 years old (accompanied) 
5-8 years old (unaccompanied)      
Parents are welcome to go to Children’s Liturgy with their child. 
 

At John the Baptist Catholic Church, Children’s Liturgy of 
the Word takes place during the following Mass times….. 
Saturday 5:30pm 
Sunday 8:00am and 10:00am 
(not during school holidays) 
 

All Children’s Liturgy Leaders have a Working with Children 
Clearance. 

St John Eudes was a Roman Catholic priest and 
founder of the Order of Our Lady of Charity and The 
Eudists (Congregation of Jesus and Mary).He was 
born on November 14 1601 in the village of Ri, Nor-
mandy, France.  He died on August 19 1680 at the 
age of 78 years in Caen, Normandy, France. 

Feast Day:  August 19 

G.L.U.E. 
We will recommence on Tuesday 29th August. 

St Stephen of Hungary  
St. Stephen the Great (977-1038), was the son of the 
Magyar chieftain Geza. Stephen succeeded him as 
leader in 997. Already raised a Christian, in 996 he 
wed the daughter of Duke Henry II of Bavaria and  
devoted much of his reign to the promotion of the 

Christian faith. He gave his patronage to Church leaders, helped 
build churches, and was a proponent of the rights of the Holy 
See.  Stephen also crushed the pagan counterreaction to     
Christianity, forcibly converting the so-called Black Hungarians 
after their failed rebellion. In recognition of his efforts, Stephen 
was anointed king of Hungary in 1000, receiving the cross and 
crown from Pope Sylvester II. The remainder of his reign was 
taken up with the consolidation of the Christian hold on the    
region. His crown and regalia became beloved symbols of the 
Hungarian nation, and Stephen was venerated as the ideal      
Christian king. Canonized in 1083 by Pope St. Gregory VII, he     
became the patron saint of Hungary.  Feast Day:  August 16 

LIVERPOOL CEMETERY MONTHLY MASS 
The monthly Mass for those interred at Liverpool Cemetery has        
returned to the Cemetery.  The Mass is held on the third (3rd)   
Wednesday of the month at 10:30am in the Padre Pio Chapel.  The 
next Mass will be held on Wednesday, 16 August at 10:30am in the 
Padre Pio Chapel.  Morning tea will be served after the Mass. 

MASS FOR THE FEAST OF THE ASSUMPTION 
On Tuesday 15th August there will be no 8:00am Mass instead 
Mass will be celebrated at 9:00am with the school and at 
7:00pm in the evening. 

mailto:safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=5654
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=2927
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=8888
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=5973
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=2927
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=9903
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=2927


Your Prayers are requested for the  following, for whom Mass will be offered: 
 

Sick:  Carmen CARUANA, Fernanda CHUNG, Errol O’DWYER, Rivan POULS, Gerald BOSOKY, Dominic ATTARD,                          
Antonietta De MARTIN, Olivia TOOLE, Despina JOANNIDES, Benito CARBONE, Leilah DANIEL,                      
Dominic EMPEIGNE, Essa, Pamela MARTIN, Ivy FERNANDES, Royala & Gayle, Michael, Brian AULSEBROOK,                  
Theresa MERCIECA, Avelino San BUENAVENTURA, Guiseppina ANDRONACO, Mariola, Rita DALLI,                                      
Alexander (Sandy) ANDERSON, Jessie ZAMMIT, John DEMICOLI, Judy DIVANI, Lachlan BENSON, Gino BORG,                    
Gung Jec MENG, Cindy CALDEJON, Julia CEFAI, Melda MIZZI, Rita SHAH, Virgilio MARIANO, Kristian SERIC, Gary LOMAS, 
Nolita HERBERT     

 Recently Deceased:  Mary O’MARA, Ivan BABAN, Tomislav Johny PELIKAN, Dr Blake LOUGHRAN 
Anniversary:  Chona Santiago VICTORINO, Les PACE 
Other:  Jacinto De SOUSA, Francisco Kim Van NGUYEN, John Kim Vinh NGUYEN, Maria Kim An NGUYEN, Joseph Vinh TRAN,  

Anna Ly TRAN, Elizabeth Linh TRAN and other Family Members, Michael GRIMA, Jimmy FENECH , Marion FENECH, Maryanne 
FENECH, St Anthony, St Jude and St Rita, St Anthony & St Jude Thanksgiving, Holy Souls in Purgatory 

Baptisms:  If you wish to Baptise your child please 
contact the parish office to make an appointment with   
Fr Dominic or Fr Ben. 

 

Baptism:                        
This week, we welcome into the Catholic faith:  

Sadie Bell 
May she always know the love of God and feel His guiding hand 
her life. 

 

2022/2023 PG Tax receipts 
           If you did not collect your tax receipt for 2022/2023 from 
the Church they are now available for collection at the Parish 
Office. 
 

 If you are not yet a member and would like to join our 
Planned Giving Program with 35% tax deduction, please       
complete the form on this bulletin and return it to the Parish    
Office or contact Leanne at the office on 9823 2572. 

                                   JB SPRING FAIR  
                                 22nd October 2023 
 
 

10 SUNDAYS TO GO!! Jumping Castles, 
Popcorn, Fairy floss and much more, and for a gold 
coin donation only. 
 

WANTED More Volunteers!! Please sign-up contact 
Susan 0419 606 683.  
 

Can you sing and/or dance? Have you entertained 
family and/or friends as a magician?  Are you a DJ? 
Are you a Choir looking to showcase your group’s 
talents? Why not perform at our Spring Fair! Any age 
welcome. 
 

Come and savour our parishioners’ cultural food – Italy, 
Croatia, Holland, Thailand, Vietnam, India, Philippines, 
and Tonga. We are looking for Middle East, Assyria, 
Mauritius parishioners to come forward.  
 

Contact: Susan 0419606683 (after 3:30pm) or Sharon 
0410494700 (after 5:30pm) 

JORDAN YOUTH GROUP 
 

Years 5 & 6 Primary School students & Year 7 High 
School students are welcome to join the Jordan Youth Group at 
John the Baptist Parish hall.   
 

Our aim is to encourage young people within our community to 
come together to engage, learn, pray, and become involved in 
spiritual life and explore our Catholic faith.  
 

Our next meeting is Saturday 26th August  
Location: John the Baptist Parish Hall 
Time: 3.00pm-5.00pm 
Cost: Free 
 

If you have any further queries or would like to volunteer your 
time and assist with the Jordan Youth group, please contact Tina 
Dunn on 0439 492 920 or Silvana Scamardella on 0417 197 357. 

HELP NEEDED 
 

HAVE YOU GOT A “GREEN THUMB”? 
 

The Piety Store will have a Plant Store at the JB Spring Fair this year 
to help raise funds for The Community Care Group.  All profits from 
the sale of plants will help provide assistance to the disadvantaged 
in our immediate and broader community. 
 

However, we need stock! 
Are you able to help us by propagating plants with cuttings from 
your gardens? 
 

We have a number of free pots in the Piety Store which are      
available for your use.  If you are able to assist, we ask that you 
nurture your cuttings until October.  They can then be left outside 
the Piety Store during October so that your donated plants can be 
sold at our Fair. 
 

Your generosity and your time would be greatly appreciated. 

CWF Parish Appeal  
The Charitable Works Fund (CWF)  
August 2023       
The appeal will be happening this weekend and 

we need your help. Please keep alive the vital ministries of 
the Church in service to those who need it most. In hospitals, 
churches, schools, communities and families, your donation 
is making our world a loving, caring and compassionate 
place. Give generously. Your tax-deductible gift changes 
lives. Thank you! Donate at www.ourfaithourworks/give-to-
cwf or complete the parish envelope and return next       
weekend. All donations contribute to our Parish target.  

Invites you to our August Men's Group meeting 
 

Friday 18
th

 August at 7:30pm 
 

This month, we’ll be having our Gospel 
reading followed by talk on Our Lady, by our very own         
Fortunato Foti. 
 

Hope to see you there! 
 

Together we empower each other to become Christ-like 
role models in our families and community.  
 

To join the men's group or to find out more, email 
jbmg@johnthebaptist.org.au or call/SMS Daniel on      
0411 254 520 

SCAM ALERT!  
Over the past week a number of parishioners 
have been approached by scammers who 
have identified themselves as Fr Dominic 
and requested the purchase of Gift cards for 

which he will reimburse them.  Fr Dominic would never do this 
and he asks that if you receive on of these texts that you      
IGNORE it.  Please do not give these people Gift Cards or 
money! 



Next Sunday:   
20th Sunday in Ordinary Time - (Year A) 

First Reading:  Isaiah 56:1, 6-7 
Second Reading:  Romans 11:13-15, 29-32 

Gospel:  Matthew 15:21-28 

Copyright © 1996-2015 Universalis Publishing Limited: see www.universalis.com. Scripture readings from the 
Jerusalem Bible are published and copyright © 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman & Todd, Ltd and 
Doubleday, a div ision of Random House, Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. Text of the Psalms: 
Copyright © 1963, The Grail (England). Used with permission of A.P. Watt Ltd.  All rights reserved. 

First reading                   1 Kings 19:0, 11-13 
A reading from the first book of Kings 

When Elijah reached Horeb, the mountain of God, he went 
into the cave and spent the night in it. Then he was told, ‘Go 
out and stand on the mountain before the Lord.’ Then the 
Lord himself went by. There came a mighty wind, so strong it 
tore the mountains and shattered the rocks before the Lord. 
But the Lord was not in the wind. After the wind came an 
earthquake. But the Lord was not in the earthquake. After the 
earthquake came a fire. But the Lord was not in the fire. And 
after the fire there came the sound of a gentle breeze. And 
when Elijah heard this, he covered his face with his cloak and 
went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. 
 

The Word of the Lord 
 
 
 
Responsorial Psalm                                                        84:9-14 
Lord, show us your mercy and love, and grant us your 
salvation. 

I will hear what the Lord God has to say, 
a voice that speaks of peace. 
His help is near for those who fear him 
and his glory will dwell in our land. 

Lord, show us your mercy and love, and grant us your 
salvation. 

Mercy and faithfulness have met; 
justice and peace have embraced. 
Faithfulness shall spring from the earth 
and justice look down from heaven. 

Lord, show us your mercy and love, and grant us your 
salvation. 

The Lord will make us prosper 
and our earth shall yield its fruit. 
Justice shall march before him 
and peace shall follow his steps. 

Lord, show us your mercy and love, and grant us your 
salvation. 
 
 
 
Second reading                                         Romans 9:1-5 
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans 

What I want to say now is no pretence; I say it in union with 
Christ – it is the truth – my conscience in union with the Holy 
Spirit assures me of it too. What I want to say is this: my 
sorrow is so great, my mental anguish so endless, I would 
willingly be condemned and be cut off from Christ if it could 
help my brothers of Israel, my own flesh and blood. They 
were adopted as sons, they were given the glory and the 
covenants; the Law and the ritual were drawn up for them, 
and the promises were made to them. They are descended 
from the patriarchs and from their flesh and blood came 

Christ who is above all, God for ever blessed! Amen. 
 

The word of the Lord 
 
 
 
Gospel Acclamation                                             Ps 129:5  
Alleluia, alleluia! 
I hope in the Lord, 
I trust in his word. 
Alleluia! 
 
 
 
 
Gospel                                                             Matthew 14:22-33 
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew 

Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead 
to the other side while he would send the crowds away. After 
sending the crowds away he went up into the hills by himself 
to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, while the 
boat, by now far out on the lake, was battling with a heavy 
sea, for there was a head-wind. In the fourth watch of the 
night he went towards them, walking on the lake, and when 
the disciples saw him walking on the lake they were terrified. 
‘It is a ghost’ they said, and cried out in fear. But at once 
Jesus called out to them, saying, ‘Courage! It is I! Do not be 
afraid.’ It was Peter who answered. ‘Lord,’ he said ‘if it is you, 
tell me to come to you across the water.’ ‘Come’ said Jesus. 
Then Peter got out of the boat and started walking towards 
Jesus across the water, but as soon as he felt the force of the 
wind, he took fright and began to sink. ‘Lord! Save me!’ he 
cried. Jesus put out his hand at once and held him. ‘Man of 
little faith,’ he said ‘why did you doubt?’ And as they got into 
the boat the wind dropped. The men in the boat bowed down 
before him and said, ‘Truly, you are the Son of God.’ 
 

The Gospel of the Lord 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Parish Ministries: 
Parish Pastoral Council Chairman:   Jeff Lai  
Finance Committee:  Rosa Marciano  
Community Care:  Tina Dunn & Sharon Cook  
Readers and Catechists:  Nina Laureti  
Extraordinary Eucharistic Ministers: :  Linda Barilla  
Confirmation:  Linda Barilla  
Reconciliation and First Communion:  Tamara Vella  
Altar Servers - Fr Dominic 

Children’s Liturgy:  Angela Galdas  
Church Linen:  Michelle De Luca  
Church Cleaners:  Ann Goria  
Piety Stall:  Millie Breaden  
Morning Teas:  Teresa Vartuli  
Jordan Youth Group:  Silvana Scamardella  
Housie and Money Counting:  Victoria Baltazar  
Men’s Group:  Branko Poljak  
For any inquiries, please call the parish office. 

Reflection Questions…..      
 My “little faith” is most like Peter’s in that….. 
 Jesus has “stretched out his hand” and saved me from….. 
 The mighty deeds that continually lead me to worship Jesus as 

the “Son of God” are….. 


