
Mount Street, Bonnyrigg Heights 
(incorporating Bonnyrigg Heights, Green Valley, Edensor Park, Abbotsbury, Cecil Hills & Elizabeth Hills) 

Parish Pastoral Centre: 
45 Mount Street, Bonnyrigg Heights, 2177  

Fr Dominic Dinh  
Email:  pp@johnthebaptist.org.au 
Emergency:  0423 420 639 
 

Fr Benjamin Saliba  

Email: Benjamin.saliba@sydneycatholic.org 

MASSES THIS WEEK 
 

PSALTER  WEEK 4 
 
 
 
 
 

Monday  -  No Mass 
St Pius X, pope 

Tuesday  -  8:00am  
The Queenship of the Blessed 

Virgin Mary 
Wednesday  7:00pm 
St Rose of Lima, virgin 
Thursday  -   9:00am 
St Batholomew, apostle 

Friday  -  9:00am 
St Louis 

St Joseph Calasanz, priest 
Saturday  -  9:00am 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEXT SUNDAY   
26/287AUGUST 

(21st Sunday in Ordinary 
Time Year A) 

Saturday Vigil Mass: 
5:30pm 

 

Sunday Masses: 
8:00am, 10:00am & 5:30pm 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4th Sunday of the Month: 
5:30pm Mass in Tagalog 

 
 
 
 
 

1st Friday of the Month: 
7:00pm Mass in 

Vietnamese 

 
 

Fatima First Saturday  
Rosary 7.45am 

Adoration 8.30am 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Reconciliations:  
Wednesday 7.30pm 

Saturday  4:15—5:00pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
Contact the Parish Office 

or Fr Dominic 0423 420 639 

   John the Baptist Catholic Parish 

Office:       9823 2572     
Email:   info@johnthebaptist.org.au 
Website:   www.johnthebaptist.org.au 
 
Office Hours:  Tue- Fri 9.00am to 4pm 
Parish Secretary:  Leanne Lang 
Bookkeeper:  Victoria Baltazar 

 
 

 
When Augustine was living a reckless and immoral life, his      

devout mother (St Monica) came to ask for help of St. Ambrose. “It is impossible,” 
he said to her, “that the child of such prayer and tears should perish.” Monica’s 
prayer was answered Augustine later converted and became a saint. 

The Gospel today tells us about the love of a mother who persists in her 
plead to Jesus. “Sir, Son of David, take pity on me.” But Jesus seems                 
unresponsive and declares he is here only for the lost children of Israel. “I was 
sent only to the lost sheep of the House of Israel.” It is only when the woman     
insists and even compares herself to a house dog that Jesus grants her requests. 
“Ah, yes, sir; but even house-dogs can eat the scraps that fall from their master’s 
table.” The point of this story is not however to 
make this woman seem small, and that her     
request is granted. What is being shown is her 
complete trust in Jesus because of her faith and 
the love for her child. She is not put off by the 
first setback. Jesus then praises her great faith. 
“Woman you have great faith. Let your wish be 
granted.” Jesus’ initial response is designed to 
bring out the great faith and love that this woman 
possessed. 

When we feel setbacks and it seems that 
our prayers and petitions are not being granted 
we should take courage from the example of this 
Canaanite woman. It is her great faith that is 
praised and it is her faith which leads her to    
persevere in her request which is granted. The 
story today shows us that God’s salvation moves beyond the kingdom of Israel 
and becomes more universal. Matthew’s Gospel was written for an audience who 
were Jewish before and were now Christians, the universalising of the message of 
salvation was thus very important to them, as they considered the issues of how to 
welcome the new gentile members to their Christian community. 

Let us pray that like the Canaanite woman we will trust the Lord with our 
troubles and problems and persist in our prayers. 
 

Catechism of the Catholic Church 

1384  The Lord addresses an invitation to us urging us to receive him in the       
sacrament of the Eucharist: ‘Truly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son 
of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you.’ 

Pope Francis' Prayer : A church open to everyone We pray for the church, ever 
faithful to, and courageous in preaching the gospel, may the church be a           
community of solidarity, fraternity and welcome, always living in an atmosphere of 
synodality.  

Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year A)  
19th & 20th August, 2023 



Ministries  
Next Week     
26/27 AUG 

Sat  
5.30 pm 

Sun  
8.00 am 

Sun  
10 am 

Sun  
5:30 pm 

READERS: G Turnbull 
A Vlahadamis 

S Hely 
T Simpson 

S Ives 
M hourmozi 

 

Extraordinary  
MINISTERS 
EUCHARIST: 

A Pace 
A Jameson 

T Oraha 

B O’Connor 
D Sullivan 
J Finucane 

M Aulsebrook 
R Hibbs 
J Habib 

N Laureti 

 

 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney 
Abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime 
are the police. If you – or anyone you know – have been 
abused, please contact the police.  

Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity 
Office at (02) 9390 5810 or  
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want to speak 
to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. 
The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 

PLANNED GIVING PROGRAM REQUEST FORM 
Would you like to become a regular contributor to the Parish? 

Or would you like to change your contribution method from envelopes to monthly credit card giving? 
If so, please fill in this slip and return it to the Parish Office. Otherwise send an e-mail to Leanne at  
info@johnthebaptist.org.au 
 

Name……………………………………………………………... Telephone No.: …………………………...…. 
 

Address:…………………………………………………………………………...……………………….………… 
 

Email : ……………………………………………………………………………………………………….……….  
 

               I wish to commence Planned Giving Program.  
 
               I wish to change from envelopes to Credit Card monthly giving. Current envelope No:…......  
                                                             

                                                           ( a credit card authority form will need to be completed)              

Feasts of the Week 

The Queenship of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Pope Pius XII established this feast in 1954.  On     
August 22, the Roman Catholic Church celebrates a 
memorial in honor of the Queenship of Mary. This   
memorial is placed an octave, that is, eight days after 
celebrating Mary's Assumption into Heaven. The 

Queenship can be considered a prolongation of the celebration of 
the Assumption.  Feast Day:  August 22 

St Pius X   On June 2, 1835, Giuseppe Melchiorre Sarto 
saw the light of earth at Riesi, Province of Treviso, in  
Venice; on August 20, 1914, he saw the light of heaven; 
and on May 29, 1954, he who had become the two     
hundred fifty-ninth pope was canonized St. Pius X.  Two 
of the most outstanding accomplishments of this saintly 
Pope were the inauguration of the liturgical renewal and 

the restoration of frequent communion  from childhood. He also 
waged an unwavering war against the heresy and evils of  
Modernism, gave great impetus to biblical studies, and brought 
about the codification of Canon Law. His overriding concern was to 
renew all things in Christ.  Above all, his holiness shone forth               
conspicuously. From St. Pius X we learn again that "the folly of the 
Cross", simplicity of life, and humility of heart are still the  highest 
wisdom and the indispensable conditions of a perfect Christian life, 
for they are the very source of all apostolic fruitfulness.  His 
last will and testament bears the striking sentence: "I was born 
poor, I have lived in poverty, and I wish to die poor." 
Feast Day: August 21 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word 

What is Children’s Liturgy of the Word? 
 

During Children’s Liturgy of the Word, the children pray together.  They 
hear and respond to the Gospel (simplified for children), in their own 
time and space, with Children’s Liturgy Leaders.  The children then 
return to the Church for the Liturgy of the Eucharist. 
 

All children who are 4-8 years of age are welcome to attend. 
 

4 years old (accompanied) 
5-8 years old (unaccompanied)      
Parents are welcome to go to Children’s Liturgy with their child. 
 

At John the Baptist Catholic Church, Children’s Liturgy of 
the Word takes place during the following Mass times….. 
Saturday 5:30pm 
Sunday 8:00am and 10:00am 
(not during school holidays) 
 

All Children’s Liturgy Leaders have a Working with Children 
Clearance. 

St Bartholomew  
All that is known of him with certainty is that he is  
mentioned in the synoptic gospels and Acts as one of 
the twelve apostles. His name, a patronymic, means 
"son of Tolomai" and scholars believe he is the same as 
Nathanael mentioned in John, who says he is from  
Cana and that Jesus called him an “Israelite...incapable 

of deceit." The Roman Martyrology says he preached in Indiaand 
Greater Armenia, where he was flayed and beheaded by King  
Astyages. Tradition has the place as Abanopolis on the west 
coast of the Caspian Sea and that he also preached in            
Mesopotamia, Persia, and Egypt. The Gospel  of Bartholomew is 
apochryphal and was condemned in the decree of Pseudo-
Gelasius.   Feast Day:  August 24 

St Rose of Lima was born in 1586 in Lima, Peru to  
Spanish colonists, and named Isabel Flores de Olivia, 
she was exceptionally beautiful. At her Confirmation in 
1597, she officially took the name of Rose.  From an 
early age, Rose wanted to become a nun. She often 
prayed and fasted in secret. Her parents opposed her 
plan to take a vow of chastity. Her father eventually   

relented and gave her a room to herself.  St. Rose kept herself 
cloistered in her room, spending long periods in prayer. It was 
said she slept only two hours per night so as to have more time 
for prayer.  St. Rose died on August 25, 1617, at the age of 31. 
According to legend, she accurately predicted the date of her 
death. Her funeral was a major event  attended by all the city's 
authorities.  Pope Clement IX beatified her in 1667 and Pope   
Clement X recognized her as a saint, canonizing her in 1671.  
Feast Day:  August 23 

Marriage Enrichment Weekend 
An opportunity for you to learn to become the best 
version of yourselves together and live your best 

life in love! 
 

Come and join us on  
27-29 October 2023  

at a Marriage Encounter Weekend in a Covid safe environment  
at Mt Carmel Retreat Centre, Varroville, NSW  

a stunning & tranquil oasis on the edge of Sydney. 
 

Book online at  www.wwme.org.au  or contact Christine & Terry  
Mahony on 0490 774 419 or Email: nswbookings@wwme.org.au 

2024 COLUMBAN ART CALENDARS FOR SALE $10 

mailto:safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=4876
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=2481
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=5813
https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=313
https://www.catholic.org/bible/book.php?id=27
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=2927
https://www.catholic.org/bible/book.php?id=27
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=12332
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=2453
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=3710
http://www.wwme.org.au/


Your Prayers are requested for the  following, for whom Mass will be offered: 
 

Sick:  Carmen CARUANA, Fernanda CHUNG, Errol O’DWYER, Rivan POULS, Gerald BOSOKY, Dominic ATTARD,                          
Antonietta De MARTIN, Olivia TOOLE, Despina JOANNIDES, Benito CARBONE, Leilah DANIEL,                      
Dominic EMPEIGNE, Essa, Pamela MARTIN, Ivy FERNANDES, Royala & Gayle, Michael, Brian AULSEBROOK,                  
Theresa MERCIECA, Avelino San BUENAVENTURA, Guiseppina ANDRONACO, Mariola, Rita DALLI,                                      
Alexander (Sandy) ANDERSON, Jessie ZAMMIT, John DEMICOLI, Judy DIVANI, Lachlan BENSON, Gino BORG,                    
Gung Jec MENG, Cindy CALDEJON, Julia CEFAI, Melda MIZZI, Rita SHAH, Virgilio MARIANO, Kristian SERIC, Gary LOMAS, 
Nolita HERBERT     

  

Recently Deceased:  Carmen VELLA (Malta), Mary O’MARA, Ivan BABAN 
 

Anniversary:  Frank BARILLA, Nancy PRINCI, Kenneth JIANG, Stanley & Stella DUFF, Jozef TOMASZEWSKI, Severina ESCANO 
 

Other:  Grace MENDOZA, Michael GRIMA, Jimmy FENECH , Marion FENECH, Maryanne FENECH, St Anthony, St Jude and        
St Rita 

Baptisms:  If you wish to Baptise your child please 
contact the parish office to make an appointment with   
Fr Dominic or Fr Ben. 

 

Baptism:                        
This week, we welcome into the Catholic faith:  

Cannon Vo, Connor Vo, Cooper Vo & Chloe Vo 
May they always know the love of God and feel His guiding 
hand their lives. 

 

2022/2023  
PG Tax receipts 

 

If you did not collect 
your tax receipt for 
2022/2023 from the 
Church they are now 
available for collection at 
the Parish Office. 
 

If you are not yet a 
member and would like 
to join our Planned   
Giving Program with 
35% tax deduction, 
please complete the 
form on this bulletin and 
return it to the Parish    
Office or contact Leanne 
at the office on         
9823 2572. 

                                    

22nd October 2023 
JB SPRING FAIR  

 

DON’T MISS OUT THIS EXCITING DAY OF FUN AND   
LAUGHTER!! 

9 SUNDAYS TO GO!!  
 

Jumping Castles, Popcorn, Fairy floss, Face Painting, for a gold 
coin donation only.  
 

There will be Snow Cones, a Barista for coffee lovers and for 
food lovers an array of cultural food from Italy, Croatia, Australia, 
Holland, Thailand, Vietnam, India, Malaysia, Philippines, and 
Tonga!! 
 

To entertain you, we have, Studio 5 School of Dance, Philippines 
and Tongan Choir, a Singer, and a Pianist to entertain you on the 
day.  We are still looking for more talents of any age.  
 

WANTED More Volunteers!! Please sign-up contact Susan 
0419 606 683.  
 

Middle East, Assyria, Mauritius parishioners why not come    
forward to share your cultural cuisine.  
 

Contact:  Susan 0419 606 683 (after 3:30pm) or Sharon 0410 
494 700 (after 5:30pm)) 

JORDAN YOUTH GROUP 
 

Years 5 & 6 Primary School students & Year 7 High 
School students are welcome to join the Jordan Youth Group at 
John the Baptist Parish hall.   
 

Our aim is to encourage young people within our community to 
come together to engage, learn, pray, and become involved in 
spiritual life and explore our Catholic faith.  
 

Our next meeting is Saturday 26th August  
Location: John the Baptist Parish Hall 
Time: 3.00pm-5.00pm 
Cost: Free 
 

If you have any further queries or would like to volunteer your 
time and assist with the Jordan Youth group, please contact Tina 
Dunn on 0439 492 920 or Silvana Scamardella on 0417 197 357. 

HELP NEEDED 
 

HAVE YOU GOT A “GREEN THUMB”? 
 

The Piety Store will have a Plant Store at the JB Spring Fair this year 
to help raise funds for The Community Care Group.  All profits from 
the sale of plants will help provide assistance to the disadvantaged 
in our immediate and broader community. 
 

However, we need stock! 
Are you able to help us by propagating plants with cuttings from 
your gardens? 
 

We have a number of free pots in the Piety Store which are      
available for your use.  If you are able to assist, we ask that you 
nurture your cuttings until October.  They can then be left outside 
the Piety Store during October so that your donated plants can be 
sold at our Fair. 
 

Your generosity and your time would be greatly appreciated. 

CWF Parish Appeal  
The Charitable Works Fund (CWF)  
 

On behalf of this parish, we sincerely thank 
you for supporting the Charitable Works Fund (CWF) 
August Appeal.  Through your generous gift, we are 
able to continue to keep alive the vital ministries of the 
Church in service to those who need it most. In hospitals, 
churches, schools, communities and families, your donation 
is making our world a loving, caring and compassionate 
place. Give generously. Your tax-deductible gift changes 
lives. Thank you!  
Donate at www.ourfaithourworks/give-to-cwf  
All donations contribute to our Parish target.  

A number of parishioners have been approached by 
scammers who have identified themselves as Fr Dominic 
and requested the purchase of Gift cards for which he will 

reimburse them.  Fr Dominic would never do this and he asks that if 
you receive one of these texts that you IGNORE it.  Please do not 
give these  people Gift Cards or money! 

BURIAL PLOTS at Forest Lawn, Leppington (Private sale) - Two burial 
plots, side by side, are available in the Catholic Section Forest Lawn.  The 
price is $6,500 for the lot.  If interested please call Isabella 0492 925 978. 



Next Sunday:   
21st Sunday in Ordinary Time - (Year A) 

First Reading:  Isaiah 22:19-23 
Second Reading:  Romans 11:33-36 

Gospel:  Matthew 16:13-20 

Copyright © 1996-2015 Universalis Publishing Limited: see www.universalis.com. Scripture readings from the 
Jerusalem Bible are published and copyright © 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman & Todd, Ltd and 
Doubleday, a div ision of Random House, Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. Text of the Psalms: 
Copyright © 1963, The Grail (England). Used with permission of A.P. Watt Ltd.  All rights reserved. 

First reading                           Isaiah 56:1, 6-7 
A reading from the prophet Isaiah 

Thus says the Lord: Have a care for justice, act with integrity, 
for soon my salvation will come and my integrity be manifest. 

Foreigners who have attached themselves to the Lord to 
serve him and to love his name and be his servants – all who 
observe the sabbath, not profaning it, and cling to my 
covenant – these I will bring to my holy mountain. I will make 
them joyful in my house of prayer. Their holocausts and their 
sacrifices will be accepted on my altar, for my house will be 
called a house of prayer for all the peoples. 
 

The Word of the Lord 
 
 
 
Responsorial Psalm                                               66:2-3, 5-6, 8 
O God, let all the nations praise you! 

O God, be gracious and bless us 
and let your face shed its light upon us. 
So will your ways be known upon earth 
and all nations learn your saving help. 

O God, let all the nations praise you! 

Let the nations be glad and exult 
for you rule the world with justice. 
With fairness you rule the peoples, 
you guide the nations on earth. 

O God, let all the nations praise you! 

Let the peoples praise you, O God; 
let all the peoples praise you. 
May God still give us his blessing 
till the ends of the earth revere him. 

O God, let all the nations praise you! 
 
 
 
Second reading                         Romans 11:13-15, 29-32 
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans 

Let me tell you pagans this: I have been sent to the pagans 
as their apostle, and I am proud of being sent, but the 
purpose of it is to make my own people envious of you, and 
in this way save some of them. Since their rejection meant 
the reconciliation of the world, do you know what their 
admission will mean? Nothing less than a resurrection from 
the dead! God never takes back his gifts or revokes his 
choice. 

Just as you changed from being disobedient to God, and 
now enjoy mercy because of their disobedience, so those 
who are disobedient now – and only because of the mercy 
shown to you – will also enjoy mercy eventually. God has 
imprisoned all men in their own disobedience only to show mercy 
to all mankind. 
 

The word of the Lord 
 

Gospel Acclamation                                             Matthew 4:23  
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Jesus preached the Good News of the kingdom 
and healed all who were sick. 
Alleluia! 
 
 
 
 
Gospel                                                             Matthew 15:21-28 
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew 

Jesus left Gennesaret and withdrew to the region of Tyre and 
Sidon. Then out came a Canaanite woman from that district 
and started shouting, ‘Sir, Son of David, take pity on me. My 
daughter is tormented by a devil.’ But he answered her not a 
word. And his disciples went and pleaded with him. ‘Give her 
what she wants,’ they said ‘because she is shouting after us.’ 
He said in reply, ‘I was sent only to the lost sheep of the 
House of Israel.’ But the woman had come up and was 
kneeling at his feet. ‘Lord,’ she said ‘help me.’ He replied, ‘It 
is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the house
-dogs.’ She retorted, ‘Ah yes, sir; but even house-dogs can 
eat the scraps that fall from their master’s table.’ Then Jesus 
answered her, ‘Woman, you have great faith. Let your wish 
be granted.’ And from that moment her daughter was well 
again. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord 
 

 

If you know of anyone who can no longer attend 
mass due to illness; or if you have noticed one of 
our parishioners is no longer attending mass, could 
you please let the priests or the office know.  
 
 
 
 

Parish Ministries: 
Parish Pastoral Council Chairman:   Jeff Lai  
Finance Committee:  Rosa Marciano  
Community Care:  Tina Dunn & Sharon Cook  
Readers and Catechists:  Nina Laureti  
Extraordinary Eucharistic Ministers: :  Linda Barilla  
Confirmation:  Linda Barilla  
Reconciliation and First Communion:  Tamara Vella  
Altar Servers - Fr Dominic 

Children’s Liturgy:  Angela Galdas  
Church Linen:  Michelle De Luca  
Church Cleaners:  Ann Goria  
Piety Stall:  Millie Breaden  
Morning Teas:  Teresa Vartuli  
Jordan Youth Group:  Silvana Scamardella  
Housie and Money Counting:  Victoria Baltazar  
Men’s Group:  Branko Poljak  
For any inquiries, please call the parish office. 

Reflection Questions…..      
 What helps me persist in my faith, as the Canaanite woman did 

is….. 
 A surprising model of faith for me has been….. 
 My next step toward “great faith” is….. 


