
Mount Street, Bonnyrigg Heights 
(incorporating Bonnyrigg Heights, Green Valley, Edensor Park, Abbotsbury, Cecil Hills & Elizabeth Hills) 

Parish Pastoral Centre: 
45 Mount Street, Bonnyrigg Heights, 2177  

Fr Dominic Dinh  
Email:  pp@johnthebaptist.org.au 
Emergency:  0423 420 639 
 

Fr Benjamin Saliba  

Email: Benjamin.saliba@sydneycatholic.org 

MASSES THIS WEEK 
 

PSALTER  WEEK 3 
 
 
 
 

Monday  -  No Mass 
Tuesday  -  8:00am  

The Most Holy Name of 
Mary 

Wednesday  7:00pm 
St John Chrysostom 

Thursday  -   9:00am 
The Exaltation of the Holy 

Cross 
Friday  -  9:00am 

Our Lady of Sorrows 
Saturday  -  9:00am 

Sts Cornelius, pope, martyr 
and Cyprian, bishop, martyr 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEXT SUNDAY   
16/17  SEPTEMBER 

(24th Sunday in Ordinary 
Time Year A) 

Saturday Vigil Mass: 
5:30pm 

 

Sunday Masses: 
8:00am, 10:00am & 5:30pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

4th Sunday of the Month: 
5:30pm Mass in Tagalog 

 
 
 
 
 

1st Friday of the Month: 
7:00pm Mass in 

Vietnamese 

 

 

Fatima First Saturday  
Rosary 7.45am 

Adoration 8.30am 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Reconciliations:  
Wednesday 7.30pm 

Saturday  4:15—5:00pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
Contact the Parish Office 

or Fr Dominic 0423 420 639 

   John the Baptist Catholic Parish 

Office:       9823 2572     
Email:   info@johnthebaptist.org.au 
Website:   www.johnthebaptist.org.au 
 
Office Hours:  Tue- Fri 9.00am to 4pm 
Parish Secretary:  Leanne Lang 
Bookkeeper:  Victoria Baltazar 

 
 

 
The boss called one of his employees into the office. “Bob” he said, 

“You’ve been with the company for a year. You started off in the Post Room, one 
week later you were promoted to a sales position and one month after that you 
were promoted to District Manager of the Sales Department. Just six short months 
later, you were promoted again to Vice-Chairman. Now it’s time for me to retire 
and I want you to take over the company. What do you say to that?” “Thanks” said 
the young man. “Thanks?” the boss replied “Is that all you can say?” “I suppose 
not” the employee said. “Thanks dad.” 

 Everyday parents are faced with correcting their children, I’m glad that this 
role is no longer relied on the father but is shared 
between both father and mother. Confronting and 
correcting the one who has done wrong sounds 
easy, but it is far from it. The matter of trying to   
correct the behaviour of another which seems to be 
wrong and destructive is a very difficult and        
sensitive task. Parental correction can be seen as 
submissive to authority. As a result it may lead to a 
build up deep down in the person of anger and     
defiance, and acted out with an attitude of           
excessive independence or even rebelliousness. 

 The Gospel today calls us to go and talk to 
the person that is causing the hurt. We should stop 
talking about the person but talk to the person. 
There is a risk here and it calls for courage and sincerity. The spirit in which the 
correction takes place is very important. It must not be done in anger. It must be 
done out of loving concern to help the other person and not to appease our own 
wounded pride or out of a desire to get even. If the person does not respond to 
private correction in love then the Gospel says it is time to get the advice and help 
of others in the community. This must be done with gentleness and sensitivity for 
the deep hurts and feelings on all concerned. Jesus encouraged us that “Where 
two or three are gathered in my name. I shall be with them.” 

As we celebrate Fathers’ day last weekend, let us pray for all the parents, 
may they correct and confront their children with love and patience. And for       
ourselves when we pray to God, not so much to change others but to change the 
way we see others. 
 

Catechism of the Catholic Church 
2526  So-called moral permissiveness rests on an erroneous conception of human 
freedom; the necessary precondition for the development of true freedom is to let 
oneself be educated in the moral law. Those in charge of education can              
reasonably be expected to give young people instruction respectful of the truth, the 
qualities of the heart, and the moral and spiritual dignity of man. 

Twenty Third Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year A)  
9th & 10th September, 2023 



Ministries  
Next Week     
16/17 SEPT 

Sat  
5.30 pm 

Sun  
8.00 am 

Sun  
10 am 

Sun  
5:30 pm 

READERS: M Camilleri 
A Vlahadamis 

J Finucane 
J Poljak 

E Villegas 
J Mataele 

R Capolupo 
A Vanderwert 

Extraordinary  
MINISTERS 
EUCHARIST: 

A Vladahamis 
T Oraha 

M Camilleri 

D Sullivan 
J Finucane 

L Barilla 

J Habib 
N Laureti 

V Buhajiar 
S D’Cruz 

G Vanderwert 
C Vella 

 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney 
Abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime 
are the police. If you – or anyone you know – have been 
abused, please contact the police.  

Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity 
Office at (02) 9390 5810 or  
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want to speak 
to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. 
The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 

PLANNED GIVING PROGRAM REQUEST FORM 
Would you like to become a regular contributor to the Parish? 

Or would you like to change your contribution method from envelopes to monthly credit card giving? 
If so, please fill in this slip and return it to the Parish Office. Otherwise send an e-mail to Leanne at  
info@johnthebaptist.org.au 
 

Name……………………………………………………………... Telephone No.: …………………………...…. 
 

Address:…………………………………………………………………………...……………………….………… 
 

Email : ……………………………………………………………………………………………………….……….  
 

               I wish to commence Planned Giving Program.  
 
               I wish to change from envelopes to Credit Card monthly giving. Current envelope No:…......  
                                                             

                                                           ( a credit card authority form will need to be completed)              

Feasts of the Week 
St John Chryssostom   
St. John, named Chrysostom (golden-mouthed) on  
account of his eloquence, came into the world of    
Christian parents, about the year 344. He studied     
rhetoric under Libanius, a pagan, the most famous    

orator of the age.  In 374, he began to lead the life of an        
anchorite in the mountains near Antioch, but in 386 the poor 
state of his health forced him to return to Antioch, where he was 
ordained a priest.  In 398, he was elevated to the See of       
Constantinople and became one of the greatest lights of the 
Church. But he had enemies in high places.  His most powerful 
enemy, however, was the empress Eudoxia, who was offended 
by the apostolic freedom of his discourses. Several accusations 
were brought against him in a pseudo-council, and he was sent 
into exile.  In the midst of his  sufferings, like the apostle, St. 
Paul, whom he so greatly admired, he found the greatest peace 
and happiness. He had the consolation of knowing that the Pope 
remained his friend, and did for him what lay in his power. His 
enemies were not satisfied with the sufferings he had already 
endured, and they banished him still further, to Pythius, at the 
very extremity of the Empire. He died on his way there on      
September 14, 407.  Feast Day:  September 13 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word 

What is Children’s Liturgy of the Word? 
 

During Children’s Liturgy of the Word, the children pray together.  They 
hear and respond to the Gospel (simplified for children), in their own 
time and space, with Children’s Liturgy Leaders.  The children then 
return to the Church for the Liturgy of the Eucharist. 
 

All children who are 4-8 years of age are welcome to attend. 
 

4 years old (accompanied) 
5-8 years old (unaccompanied)      
Parents are welcome to go to Children’s Liturgy with their child. 
 

At John the Baptist Catholic Church, Children’s Liturgy of 
the Word takes place during the following Mass times….. 
Saturday 5:30pm 
Sunday 8:00am and 10:00am 
(not during school holidays) 
 

All Children’s Liturgy Leaders have a Working with Children 
Clearance. 

The Exaltation of the Holy Cross 
The universal symbol of the Christian faith, the 
cross represents Christ's victory over death. The feast 
celebrates the redemptive transformation of a barbaric 
instrument of torture into a divine “tree of life” that 

brings hope to humankind.  Feast Day:  September 14 

Invites you to our September Men's Group    
meeting Friday 15

th
 September at 7:30pm 

 

This month, we’ll be having our Gospel    
reading followed by Anthony Cutelli’s testimony, one of our 
Men’s Group members.  Hope to see you there! 
 

Together we empower each other to become Christ-like role 
models in our families and community.  
 

To join the men's group or to find out more, email 
jbmg@johnthebaptist.org.au or call/SMS Daniel on 0411 254 520 

2024 COLUMBAN ART CALENDARS FOR SALE $10 

Sts Cornelius and Cyprian were 3rd century Christians. 
St. Cornelius was a pope. At the time, many Christians 
were being martyred. Some renounced their faith and 
then later repented. A priest named Novatian said that 
these Christians should not be allowed back in the 

Church. Pope St. Cornelius successfully opposed Novatian’s 
position.  St. Cyprian was a bishop who also opposed Novatian’s 
views. He offered support and encouragement to Cornelius. He 
also encouraged him to grow in holiness.  Both of these men 
were martyred for their beliefs.  
Feast Day:  September 16 

Our Lady of Sorrows  
The feast of Our Lady of Sorrows commemorates the 
seven great sorrows which Mary lived in relation to Her 
Son, as they are recorded in the Gospels or through 
Tradition.  Traditionally, this suffering was not limited to 
the passion and death event; rather, it comprised “the 
seven dolors” or “seven sorrows” of Mary, which were 

foretold by the Priest Simeon  In all, the prophesy of Simeon that 
a sword would pierce our Blessed Mother’s heart was fulfilled in 
these events.  For this reason, Mary is sometimes depicted with 
her heart exposed and with seven swords piercing it.  More     
importantly, each new suffering was received with the courage, 
love, and trust that   echoed her fiat, “let it be done unto me   
according to Thy word,” first uttered at the Annunciation.       
Feast Day:  September 15 

mailto:safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=2927
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=7101
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=3297
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=7103
https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwj67bSg0KLdAhVTQN4KHWbuAUsQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.catholic.org%2Fsaints%2Fsaint.php%3Fsaint_id%3D64&psig=AOvVaw1f1bwsxE5ouYTpm3yG9WCW&ust=15361
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Your Prayers are requested for the  following, for whom Mass will be offered: 
 

Sick:  Alex, Levi ONG, Carmen CARUANA, Fernanda CHUNG, Errol O’DWYER, Rivan POULS, Gerald BOSOKY,      
Dominic ATTARD, Antonietta De MARTIN, Olivia TOOLE, Benito CARBONE, Leilah DANIEL, Dominic EMPEIGNE, 
Essa, Pamela MARTIN, Ivy FERNANDES, Royala & Gayle, Michael, Brian AULSEBROOK, Theresa MERCIECA,                            
Avelino San BUENAVENTURA, Guiseppina ANDRONACO, Mariola, Rita DALLI, Alexander (Sandy) ANDERSON,                 
Jessie ZAMMIT, John DEMICOLI, Judy DIVANI, Lachlan BENSON, Gino BORG, Gung Jec MENG, Cindy CALDEJON,            
Julia CEFAI, Melda MIZZI, Rita SHAH, Virgilio MARIANO, Kristian SERIC, Gary LOMAS, Nolita HERBERT     

  

Recently Deceased:  Despina JOANNIDES, Reynaldo MERCADO, Carmen VELLA (Malta) 
 

Anniversary:  Rose VELLA, Rose AZZOPARDI, Aurora LAGAN, Josie HOPE, Giovanna CAMILLERI 
 

Other:  Michael GRIMA, Jimmy FENECH , Marion FENECH, Maryanne FENECH, St Anthony, St Jude and St Rita, Holy Souls in 
Purgatory 

Baptisms:  If you wish to Baptise your child please 
contact the parish office to make an appointment with   
Fr Dominic or Fr Ben. 

 

Baptism:                        
This week, we welcome into the Catholic faith:  

Levi Ong 
May he always know the love of God and feel His guiding hand 
throughout his life. 

                                    

22nd October 2023 
JB SPRING FAIR  

 

DON’T MISS OUT THIS EXCITING DAY OF FUN AND   
LAUGHTER!! 

6SUNDAYS TO GO!!  
 

Jumping Castles, Popcorn, Fairy floss, Face Painting, for a gold 
coin donation only.  
 

There will be Snow Cones, a Barista for coffee lovers and for 
food lovers an array of cultural food from Italy, Croatia, Australia, 
Holland, Thailand, Vietnam, India, Malaysia, Philippines, and 
Tonga!! 
 

To entertain you on the day, we have, Studio 5 School of Dance, 
West Dance Co, Philippines and Tongan Choir, a Singer, and a 
Pianist.  
 

WANTED More Volunteers!! If you can help please place your 
name and contact number on the sign up sheets on the Church 
noticeboard outside the Church r contact Susan 0419 606 683.  
 

Middle East, Assyria, Mauritius parishioners why not come    
forward to share your cultural cuisine.  
 

Contact:  Susan 0419 606 683 (after 3:30pm) or Sharon 0410 
494 700 (after 5:30pm)) 

JORDAN YOUTH GROUP 
 

Years 5 & 6 Primary School students & Year 7 High 
School students are welcome to join the Jordan Youth Group at 
John the Baptist Parish hall.   
 

Our aim is to encourage young people within our community to 
come together to engage, learn, pray, and become involved in 
spiritual life and explore our Catholic faith.  
 

Our next meeting is Saturday 23rd September  
Location: John the Baptist Parish Hall 
Time: 3.00pm-5.00pm 
Cost: Free 
 

If you have any further queries or would like to volunteer your 
time and assist with the Jordan Youth group, please contact Tina 
Dunn on 0439 492 920 or Silvana Scamardella on 0417 197 357. 

Catholic Men's Conference - BE NOT AFRAID 
The Inaugural, ‘Catholic Men’s Conference’, – BE NOT AFRAID is 
a one-day conference for men (18 yrs. plus) at St Mary's          
Cathedral Hall from 8 am to 4.30 pm. 
The conference will include breakfast, coffee/tea, guest speakers, 
a Q&A Panel, adoration, confession, mass in St Mary’s Cathedral, 
lunch and fellowship.  See Church noticeboard for more. 

Community Care   
Do you need help at the moment? 
We Can Help! 
Do you need help at the moment or know someone else 
who needs help? 
Please let us know.  
Contact Leanne at the Parish Office 9823 2572 or via 

email info@johnthebaptist.org.au or ring Fr Dominic on 
0423 420 639 or Fr Ben email                                        

benjamin.saliba@sydneycatholic.org  if you need any           
assistance.  

Mention My Name 
Please join us for this special 

Prayer Service 
to remember those who have lost their lives through 

suicide and pray 
for their grieving family, friends, caregivers and first responders. 

           7.30pm Tuesday 12th September 2023 
            All Saints Catholic Church 

            48 George Street, Liverpool 
For further information please contact the 

Grief Care Team or 02 9646 6908 or  
email team@griefcare.com.au 

This weekend, the Catholic 
Church in Australia marks  
Safeguarding Sunday, on 
which we pray for those who 
have been abused, their      
families and supporters. We 
recognise and apologise for the 

harm done by priests, religious and lay people in Church       
settings. Rebuilding trust and confidence in the Church requires 
constant work and vigilance. We recommit to cultural change 
that will help the Church be a place that builds and supports 
safe communities for all people. 

You can find out more about the Church’s work in this area at: 

www.catholic.au/s/article/safeguardingsunday2023 

PARISH HOUSIE VOLUNTEERS:  

We are in need of volunteers to help with our Parish 
Housie at the Liverpool Catholic Club on Saturdays 
from 12:00pm to around 4:45pm on a monthly        
roster.  If you can assist in anyway please see         

                  Fr Dominic or contact the Parish.    

THANK YOU to everyone who generously gave to the 
Priests Retirement Fund Appeal last weekend. 

AUSSIE FRIENDS OF THE POOR 
 

Thank you to all who contributed to this very important 
cause.  The missionary team raised $4086 at the masses last 
weekend (through donations and sale of icons) which will go 
directly to children in poverty in Cebu, Philippines.  There will be 
21 people going on this mission on the 22nd September.  

Please keep the Aussie Friends of the Poor in your prayers. 

mailto:info@johnthebaptist.org.au
mailto:team@griefcare.com.au


Next Sunday:   
24th Sunday in Ordinary Time - (Year A) 

First Reading:  Sirach 27:30-28:7 
Second Reading:  Romans 14:7-9 

Gospel:  Matthew 18:21-35 

Copyright © 1996-2015 Universalis Publishing Limited: see www.universalis.com. Scripture readings from the 
Jerusalem Bible are published and copyright © 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman & Todd, Ltd and 
Doubleday, a div ision of Random House, Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. Text of the Psalms: 
Copyright © 1963, The Grail (England). Used with permission of A.P. Watt Ltd.  All rights reserved. 

First reading                             Ezekiel 33:7-9 
A reading from the prophet Ezekiel 

The word of the Lord was addressed to me as follows: ‘Son 
of man, I have appointed you as sentry to the House of 
Israel. When you hear a word from my mouth, warn them in 
my name. If I say to a wicked man: Wicked wretch, you are to 
die, and you do not speak to warn the wicked man to 
renounce his ways, then he shall die for his sin, but I will hold 
you responsible for his death. If, however, you do warn a 
wicked man to renounce his ways and repent, and he does 
not repent, then he shall die for his sin, but you yourself will 
have saved your life.’ 
 

The Word of the Lord 
 
 
 
Responsorial Psalm                                                   94:1-2, 6-9 
O that today you would listen to his voice! Harden not 
your hearts. 

Come, ring out our joy to the Lord; 
hail the rock who saves us. 
Let us come before him, giving thanks, 
with songs let us hail the Lord. 

O that today you would listen to his voice! Harden not your 
hearts. 

Come in; let us bow and bend low; 
let us kneel before the God who made us: 
for he is our God and we 
the people who belong to his pasture, 
the flock that is led by his hand. 

O that today you would listen to his voice! Harden not your 
hearts. 

O that today you would listen to his voice! 
‘Harden not your hearts as at Meribah, 
as on that day at Massah in the desert 
when your fathers put me to the test; 
when they tried me, though they saw my work.’ 

O that today you would listen to his voice! Harden not your 
hearts. 
 
 
 
Second reading                                      Romans 13:8-10 
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans 

Avoid getting into debt, except the debt of mutual love. If you 
love your fellow men you have carried out your obligations. 
All the commandments: You shall not commit adultery, you 
shall not kill, you shall not steal, you shall not covet, and so 
on, are summed up in this single command: You must love 
your neighbour as yourself. Love is the one thing that cannot 
hurt your neighbour; that is why it is the answer to every one 
of the commandments. 
 

The word of the Lord 

Gospel Acclamation                                     2 Corinthians 5:19  
Alleluia, alleluia! 
God was in Christ, to reconcile the world to himself; 
and the Good News of reconciliation he has entrusted to us. 
Alleluia! 
 
 
 
 
Gospel                                                             Matthew 18:15-20 
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘If your brother does something 
wrong, go and have it out with him alone, between your two 
selves. If he listens to you, you have won back your brother. 
If he does not listen, take one or two others along with you: 
the evidence of two or three witnesses is required to sustain 
any charge. But if he refuses to listen to these, report it to the 
community; and if he refuses to listen to the community, treat 
him like a pagan or a tax collector. 

‘I tell you solemnly, whatever you bind on earth shall be 
considered bound in heaven; whatever you loose on earth 
shall be considered loosed in heaven. 

‘I tell you solemnly once again, if two of you on earth agree 
to ask anything at all, it will be granted to you by my Father in 
heaven. For where two or three meet in my name, I shall be 
there with them.’ 
 

The Gospel of the Lord 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Parish Ministries: 
Parish Pastoral Council Chairman:   Jeff Lai  
Finance Committee:  Rosa Marciano  
Community Care:  Tina Dunn & Sharon Cook  
Readers and Catechists:  Nina Laureti  
Extraordinary Eucharistic Ministers: :  Linda Barilla  
Confirmation:  Linda Barilla  
Reconciliation and First Communion:  Tamara Vella  
Altar Servers - F r Dominic 

Children’s Liturgy:  Angela Galdas  
Church Linen:  Michelle De Luca  
Church Cleaners:  Ann Goria  
Piety Stall:  Millie Breaden  
Morning Teas:  Teresa Vartuli  
Jordan Youth Group:  Silvana Scamardella  
Housie and Money Counting:  Victoria Baltazar  
Men’s Group:  Branko Poljak  
For any inquiries, please call the parish office. 

Reflection Questions…..      
 For me, giving or receiving correction is like….. 
 What motivates me to correct another is….. 
 Correcting another is most effective when….. 

If you know of anyone who can no longer attend 
mass due to illness; or if you have noticed one of 
our parishioners is no longer attending mass, 
could you please let the priests or the office know.  


