
Mount Street, Bonnyrigg Heights 
(incorporating Bonnyrigg Heights, Green Valley, Edensor Park, Abbotsbury, Cecil Hills & Elizabeth Hills) 

Parish Pastoral Centre: 
45 Mount Street, Bonnyrigg Heights, 2177  

Fr Dominic Dinh  
Email:  pp@johnthebaptist.org.au 
Emergency:  0423 420 639 
 

Fr Benjamin Saliba  

Email: Benjamin.saliba@sydneycatholic.org 

MASSES THIS WEEK 
 

PSALTER  WEEK 4 
 
 
 
 

Monday  -  No Mass 
Tuesday  -  8:00am  

St Januarius, bishop, martyr 
Wednesday  7:00pm 

Sts Andrew Kim Tae-gon, 
priest, martyr, Paul Chong 
Ha-sang & Companions, 

martyrs 
Thursday  -   9:00am 
St Matthew, apostle, 

evangelist 
Friday  -  9:00am 

Saturday  -  9:00am 
St Pius of Pietrelcina, priest 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEXT SUNDAY   
23/24 SEPTEMBER 

(25th Sunday in Ordinary 
Time Year A) 

Saturday Vigil Mass: 
5:30pm 

 

Sunday Masses: 
8:00am, 10:00am & 5:30pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

4th Sunday of the Month: 
5:30pm Mass in Tagalog 

 
 
 
 
 

1st Friday of the Month: 
7:00pm Mass in 

Vietnamese 

 

 

Fatima First Saturday  
Rosary 7.45am 

Adoration 8.30am 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Reconciliations:  
Wednesday 7.30pm 

Saturday  4:15—5:00pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
Contact the Parish Office 

or Fr Dominic 0423 420 639 

   John the Baptist Catholic Parish 

Office:       9823 2572     
Email:   info@johnthebaptist.org.au 
Website:   www.johnthebaptist.org.au 
 
Office Hours:  Tue- Fri 9.00am to 4pm 
Parish Secretary:  Leanne Lang 
Bookkeeper:  Victoria Baltazar 

    FORGIVENESS 
 At Grace Lutheran Church in Atlanta, worshippers annually celebrate the 
end of the old year and the beginning of the new one with what they call a “burning 
service”. Each member of the congregation brings to the altar a paper on which he 
or she has written failures and mistakes, plus changes to be made during the new 
year. The paper is dropped into a flaming urn. One year, two men who had once 
been friends, but had quarrelled over a business deal stood side by side at the  
altar. After dropping their papers into the urn, they got up, faced each other and 
shook hands.  

 In today’s Gospel, the insecure Peter asks: “Lord, how often must I forgive 
my brother if he wrongs me? As often as seven times?” Seven times seemed to be 
a very generous number and he expected a pat on the back for it because he 
knew that Jesus put a high priority on forgiveness. But Jesus answered, “Not    
seven, I tell you, but seventy-seven times.” And he went on to tell a parable story 
about a king who decided to settle accounts with his servants.  
 

 I often meet people who ask why should I forgive others for the wrongs 
they did to me? We forgive because we have been forgiven and in being forgiven 
we know that we are loved. When we know that we are loved we can love others 
and we in turn show it by forgiving them. The person who finds it hard to forgive is 
because he/she does not feel loved. Peter and Judas both were the great          
examples of this principle. Peter failed again and again, and particularly at the trial 
he denied Jesus three times. Yet when Jesus met him after the resurrection he 
accepted him in love and just said “Peace be with you.” And when Jesus asked 
him, “Do you love me?” Peter responded “You know that I love you.” It was as if he 
wanted to say that I love you because I know that you love me, and I know that 
from the way in which you forgave me. In contrast to Judas who also betrayed   
Jesus, but he could not accept forgiveness and committed suicide. Everyone who 
can not accept forgiveness locks him/herself into the past. They carry with them 
the guilt, the burdens, the hurts of the past and they can’t accept the joys of the 
present moment.  
 

 Let us pray that we can get in touch with our own weakness and sinfulness 
but always trust in God’s compassion and forgiveness. And may we reach out to 
show forgiveness to those who have wronged us particularly those whom we see 
everyday. 
 

Catechism of the Catholic Church 

2843  Thus the Lord’s words on forgiveness, the love that loves to the end,         
become a living reality. The parable of the merciless servant, which crowns the 
Lord’s teaching on ecclesial communion, ends with the words: ‘So also my     
heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother from 
the heart. ‘It is there, in fact, ‘in the depths of the heart’, that everything is bound 
and loosed. It is not in our power not to feel, or to forget, an offence; but the heart 
that offers itself to the Holy Spirit turns injury into compassion and purifies the 
memory in transforming the hurt into intercession. 
 

Twenty Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year A)  
16th & 17th September, 2023 



Ministries  
Next Week     
23/24 SEPT 

Sat  
5.30 pm 

Sun  
8.00 am 

Sun  
10 am 

Sun  
5:30 pm 

READERS: L Krslovic 
A Pace 

L Agoo 
J Poljak 

N Laureti 
V Buhajiar 

 

Extraordinary  
MINISTERS 
EUCHARIST: 

A Pace 
A Jameson 
N La Rosa 

L Agoo 
Delicia Vella 
A Liberatore 

S Hambrook 
E Villegas 
C Porreca 

M Aulsebrook 

S Cook 
R Imbert 

 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney 
Abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime 
are the police. If you – or anyone you know – have been 
abused, please contact the police.  

Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity 
Office at (02) 9390 5810 or  
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want to speak 
to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. 
The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 

PLANNED GIVING PROGRAM REQUEST FORM 
Would you like to become a regular contributor to the Parish? 

Or would you like to change your contribution method from envelopes to monthly credit card giving? 
If so, please fill in this slip and return it to the Parish Office. Otherwise send an e-mail to Leanne at  
info@johnthebaptist.org.au 
 

Name……………………………………………………………... Telephone No.: …………………………...…. 
 

Address:…………………………………………………………………………...……………………….………… 
 

Email : ……………………………………………………………………………………………………….……….  
 

               I wish to commence Planned Giving Program.  
 
               I wish to change from envelopes to Credit Card monthly giving. Current envelope No:…......  
                                                             

                                                           ( a credit card authority form will need to be completed)              

Feasts of the Week 
St Januarius was born in Italy and was bishop of   
Benevento during the Emperor Diocletion               
persecution. Bishop Januarius went to visit two     
deacons and two laymen in prison. He was then also 
imprisoned along with his deacon and lector. They 
were thrown to the wild beasts, but when the animals 

did not attack them, they were beheaded. What is believed to be 
Januarius' blood is kept in Naples, as a relic. It liquifies and     
bubbles when exposed in the cathedral. Scientists have not 
been able to explain this miracle to date. St. Januarius lived and 
died around 305 A.D.  Feast Day:  September 19 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word 

What is Children’s Liturgy of the Word? 
 

During Children’s Liturgy of the Word, the children pray together.  They 
hear and respond to the Gospel (simplified for children), in their own 
time and space, with Children’s Liturgy Leaders.  The children then 
return to the Church for the Liturgy of the Eucharist. 
 

All children who are 4-8 years of age are welcome to attend. 
 

4 years old (accompanied) 
5-8 years old (unaccompanied)      
Parents are welcome to go to Children’s Liturgy with their child. 
 

At John the Baptist Catholic Church, Children’s Liturgy of 
the Word takes place during the following Mass times….. 
Saturday 5:30pm 
Sunday 8:00am and 10:00am 
(not during school holidays) 
 

All Children’s Liturgy Leaders have a Working with Children Clearance. 

Sacraments of Healing 
Reconciliation and Anointing of the Sick are the sacraments of 
healing that can be received more than once. These sacraments 
are a sign that God is present and active in difficult times, such as 
when we need to be forgiven or are challenged by illness. Through 
these sacraments Jesus continues to forgive and heal us. 

2024 COLUMBAN ART CALENDARS FOR SALE $10 

St Pius of Pietrelcina was born on 25 May 1887 in 
Pietrelcina (Italy). Died on this day in 1968 at San       
Giovanni Rotondo (Italy). Raised in a deeply religious 
rural home, Francesco Forgione became Padre Pio when 
he was ordained in the Capuchin order in 1910. A mystic 

who received the marks of the stigmata in 1918, a renowned 
holy man, and a charity worker who founded a hospital (the 
House for the Relief of Suffering). His ascetic life of pain led to 
special compassion for the suffering. Remembered as an       
extraordinary confessor and spiritual director. 
Feast Day:  September 23 

St Matthew 
Little is known about St. Matthew, except that he was 
the son of Alpheus, and he was likely born in Galilee. 
He worked as a tax collector, which was a hated      
profession during the time of Christ. According to the 
Gospel, Matthew was working at a collection booth in 
Capernaum when Christ came to him and asked, 

"Follow me." With this simple call, Matthew became a disciple of 
Christ.  From Matthew we know of the many doings of Christ and 
the message Christ spread of salvation for all who come to God 
through Him. The Gospel account of Matthew tells the same 
story as that found in the other three Gospels, so scholars are 
certain of its authenticity. His book is the first of the four Gospels 
in the New Testament.  Many years following the death of Christ, 
around 41 and 50 AD, Matthew wrote his gospel account. He 
wrote the book in Aramaic in the hope that his account would 
convince his fellow people that Jesus was the Messiah and that 
His kingdom had been fulfilled in a spiritual way. It was an      
important message at a time when almost everyone was       
expecting the return of a militant messiah brandishing a sword.  
Nothing is recorded of Matthew’s passing.  We do not know how 
he died, if his death was natural or if he was martyred.          
Feast Day:  September 21 

Sts Andrew Kim Tae-gon and Paul Chong Ha-sang 
Andrew Kim Taegon was the first Korean priest and 
Paul Chong Hasang a catechist and lay apostle.  
After more than two centuries of lay leadership, the 

Church in Korea was subject to fierce persecutions between 
1839 and 1867. This feast commemorates 103 of the numerous 
Korean martyrs, representatives from all walks of life: men and 
women, married and unmarried, the elderly, teenagers and    
children, missionary bishops and presbyters. Remembered for 
their fearless witness in the face of torture and death.            
Feast Day:  September 20 

CONFIRMATION:  We congratulate all the children who 
will be Confirmed this weekend.  Please keep the      
children and their families in your prayers. 

mailto:safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=6217
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=1918
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=1918
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=3690
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=8016
https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=355


Your Prayers are requested for the  following, for whom Mass will be offered: 
 

Sick:  Alex, Levi ONG, Carmen CARUANA, Fernanda CHUNG, Errol O’DWYER, Rivan POULS, Gerald BOSOKY,      
Dominic ATTARD, Antonietta De MARTIN, Olivia TOOLE, Benito CARBONE, Leilah DANIEL, Dominic EMPEIGNE, 
Essa, Pamela MARTIN, Ivy FERNANDES, Royala & Gayle, Michael, Brian AULSEBROOK, Theresa MERCIECA,                            
Avelino San BUENAVENTURA, Guiseppina ANDRONACO, Mariola, Rita DALLI, Alexander (Sandy) ANDERSON,                 
Jessie ZAMMIT, John DEMICOLI, Judy DIVANI, Lachlan BENSON, Gino BORG, Gung Jec MENG, Cindy CALDEJON,            
Julia CEFAI, Melda MIZZI, Rita SHAH, Virgilio MARIANO, Kristian SERIC, Gary LOMAS, Nolita HERBERT     

  

Recently Deceased:  Matthew BENTLEY, Despina JOANNIDES, Reynaldo MERCADO, Carmen VELLA (Malta) 
 

Anniversary:  Ghazwan KOREAL, Joan JORDAN, Fr John LANGTRY, Giovanna CAMILLERI 
 

Other:  Hazem KOREAL, Gazala KOREAL, Goro KHAMMO, Hani KHAMMO, Hanna MANSOR, Ghardani MANSOR,               
Saro MANSOR, Jehad MANSOR, Margo MANSOR, Varto MANSOR , Hezni MANSOR, Michael GRIMA, Jimmy FENECH , 
Marion FENECH, Maryanne FENECH, St Anthony, St Jude and St Rita, Holy Souls in Purgatory 

Baptisms:  If you wish to Baptise your child please 
contact the parish office to make an appointment with   
Fr Dominic or Fr Ben. 

 

Baptism:                        
This week, we welcome into the Catholic faith:  

Charlotte Camilleri 
May she always know the love of God and feel His guiding hand 
throughout her life. 

                                    

22nd October 2023 
JB SPRING FAIR  

 

DON’T MISS OUT THIS EXCITING DAY OF FUN AND   
LAUGHTER!! 

5SUNDAYS TO GO!!  
 

Jumping Castles, Popcorn, Fairy floss, Face Painting, for a gold 
coin donation only.  
 

There will be Snow Cones, a Barista for coffee lovers and for 
food lovers an array of cultural food from Italy, Croatia, Australia, 
Holland, Thailand, Vietnam, India, Malaysia, Philippines, and 
Tonga!! 
 

To entertain you on the day, we have, Studio 5 School of Dance, 
West Dance Co, Philippines and Tongan Choir, a Singer, and a 
Pianist.  
 

THANK YOU to those who have come forward, volunteering to 
help at our fair.  Susan will be in touch with you soon.  We still 
need more Volunteers!! If you can help please place your name 
and contact number on the sign up sheets on the Church       
noticeboard outside the Church r contact Susan 0419 606 683.  
 

Middle East, Assyria, Mauritius parishioners why not come    
forward to share your cultural cuisine.  
 

Contact:  Susan 0419 606 683 (after 3:30pm) or Sharon 0410 
494 700 (after 5:30pm)) 

JORDAN YOUTH GROUP 
 

Years 5 & 6 Primary School students & Year 7 High 
School students are welcome to join the Jordan Youth Group at 
John the Baptist Parish hall.   
 

Our aim is to encourage young people within our community to 
come together to engage, learn, pray, and become involved in 
spiritual life and explore our Catholic faith.  
 

Our next meeting is Saturday 23rd September  
Location: John the Baptist Parish Hall 
Time: 3.00pm-5.00pm 
Cost: Free 
 

The Youth Group Sessions for the remainder of the year are: 
Saturday, 28th October 
Saturday 18th November 
Saturday, 9th December 
 

If you have any further queries or would like to volunteer your 
time and assist with the Jordan Youth group, please contact Tina 
Dunn on 0439 492 920 or Silvana Scamardella on 0417 197 357. 

What does Jesus mean to me? 
 

*Jesus died on the cross to show how lovely and how caring he 
is to everyone. To show him that we thank him we can be kind 
to people and be helpful to people and to help the community.                                                                
Noah – 7 years old 
 

*To me Jesus is our saviour because he sacrificed himself to 
save us from our sins. He is also means the light of the world. 
Since Jesus is within us through all times good and bad       
according to the Scriptures technically we are Jesus.                                                       
Madison – 10 years old 
 

*Jesus to me is the light of the world, the symbol of warmth, 
justice and everlasting love. He is the one that we turn to   
whenever in doubt or for encouragement. We praise him for his 
amazing selfless qualities for he sacrificed himself be the      
influence of his Father and his own considerate motive which 
was to care for us. He gave His life for us to relieve all humans 
from original sin and to show us human show much we mean to 
Him. So in my lifetime I want to try and do my best to become a 
better server and follower of Christ to show Him how much He 
means to me because to me He means the world.                                                                                
Michaela – 12 years old. 
 

* Jesus is a reminder of the ultimate sacrifice. The reminder of 
True Love and Compassion. He is also a great reminder of  
forgiveness which, for me, is one of the hardest acts to        
overcome. Our heavenly Father sacrifice his only son to redeem 
us from our wrong doings and Jesus Christ-to give up his own 
life and in such a violent and terrifying way, what an               
extraordinary show of selflessness. This is an act of                  
Unconditional love. This was all done in the hope that, as     
Christians, we would interpret, reflect or mirror this type of    
Unconditional Love, compassion, empathy and forgiveness in 
our everyday life, hence “Spreading the word of God.”      
                                                                                 Naima 

PARISH HOUSIE VOLUNTEERS:  

We are in need of volunteers to help with our Parish 
Housie at the Liverpool Catholic Club on Saturdays 
from 12:00pm to around 4:45pm on a monthly        
roster.  If you can assist in anyway please see         

                  Fr Dominic or contact the Parish.    

Caristas Australia’s Emergency 
Appeals—Morocco/Libya 
 

Caritas Australia needs your   
support to respond to the  
devastating earthquake in        
Morocco and floods in Libya.  
Thousands of people have died 
and others have been injured.  
Communities need shelter, food, 
water and medical assistance.   
 

Please support 
Caritas Australia’s 
emergency  
appeals.   
Donate at 
www.caritas.org 



Next Sunday:   
25th Sunday in Ordinary Time - (Year A) 

First Reading:  Isaiah 55:6-9 
Second Reading:  Philippians 1:20-24, 27 

Gospel:  Matthew 20:1-16 

Copyright © 1996-2015 Universalis Publishing Limited: see www.universalis.com. Scripture readings from the 
Jerusalem Bible are published and copyright © 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman & Todd, Ltd and 
Doubleday, a div ision of Random House, Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. Text of the Psalms: 
Copyright © 1963, The Grail (England). Used with permission of A.P. Watt Ltd.  All rights reserved. 

First reading                       Sirach 27:30-28:7 
A reading from the book of Ecclesiasticus 

Resentment and anger, these are foul things, 
and both are found with the sinner. 
He who exacts vengeance will experience the vengeance of 
the Lord, 
who keeps strict account of sin. 
Forgive your neighbour the hurt he does you, 
and when you pray, your sins will be forgiven. 
If a man nurses anger against another, 
can he then demand compassion from the Lord? 
Showing no pity for a man like himself, 
can he then plead for his own sins? 
Mere creature of flesh, he cherishes resentment; 
who will forgive him his sins? 
Remember the last things, and stop hating, 
remember dissolution and death, and live by the 
commandments. 
Remember the commandments, and do not bear your 
neighbour ill-will; 
remember the covenant of the Most High, and overlook the 
offence. 
 

The Word of the Lord 
 
 
 
Responsorial Psalm                                               102:1-4, 9-12 
The Lord is kind and merciful: slow to anger, and rich in 
compassion. 

My soul, give thanks to the Lord 
all my being, bless his holy name. 
My soul, give thanks to the Lord 
and never forget all his blessings. 

The Lord is kind and merciful: slow to anger, and rich in 
compassion. 

It is he who forgives all your guilt, 
who heals every one of your ills, 
who redeems your life from the grave, 
who crowns you with love and compassion. 

The Lord is kind and merciful: slow to anger, and rich in 
compassion. 

His wrath will come to an end; 
he will not be angry for ever. 
He does not treat us according to our sins 
nor repay us according to our faults. 

The Lord is kind and merciful: slow to anger, and rich in 
compassion. 

For as the heavens are high above the earth 
so strong is his love for those who fear him. 
As far as the east is from the west 
so far does he remove our sins. 
The Lord is kind and merciful: slow to anger, and rich in 
compassion 

Second reading                                        Romans 14:7-9 
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans 

The life and death of each of us has its influence on others; if 
we live, we live for the Lord; and if we die, we die for the 
Lord, so that alive or dead we belong to the Lord. This 
explains why Christ both died and came to life: it was so that 
he might be Lord both of the dead and of the living. 
 

The word of the Lord 
 
 
 

Gospel Acclamation                                                 John 13:34  
Alleluia, alleluia! 
I give you a new commandment: 
love one another as I have loved you. 
Alleluia. 
 
 
 
 

Gospel                                                             Matthew 18:21-35 
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew 

Peter went up to Jesus and said, ‘Lord, how often must I 
forgive my brother if he wrongs me? As often as seven 
times?’ Jesus answered, ‘Not seven, I tell you, but seventy-
seven times. 

‘And so the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king 
who decided to settle his accounts with his servants. When 
the reckoning began, they brought him a man who owed ten 
thousand talents; but he had no means of paying, so his 
master gave orders that he should be sold, together with his 
wife and children and all his possessions, to meet the debt. 
At this, the servant threw himself down at his master’s feet. 
“Give me time” he said “and I will pay the whole sum.” And 
the servant’s master felt so sorry for him that he let him go 
and cancelled the debt. Now as this servant went out, he 
happened to meet a fellow servant who owed him one 
hundred denarii; and he seized him by the throat and began 
to throttle him. “Pay what you owe me” he said. His fellow 
servant fell at his feet and implored him, saying, “Give me 
time and I will pay you.” But the other would not agree; on the 
contrary, he had him thrown into prison till he should pay the 
debt. His fellow servants were deeply distressed when they 
saw what had happened, and they went to their master and 
reported the whole affair to him. Then the master sent for 
him. “You wicked servant,” he said “I cancelled all that debt of 
yours when you appealed to me. Were you not bound, then, 
to have pity on your fellow servant just as I had 
pity on you?” And in his anger the master 
handed him over to the torturers till he should 
pay all his debt. And that is how my heavenly 
Father will deal with you unless you each 
forgive your brother from your heart.’ 
 

The Gospel of the Lord 
 
 
 

Parish Ministries: 
Parish Pastoral Council Chairman:   Jeff Lai  
Finance Committee:  Rosa Marciano  
Community Care:  Tina Dunn & Sharon Cook  
Readers and Catechists:  Nina Laureti  
Extraordinary Eucharistic Ministers: :  Linda Barilla  
Confirmation:  Linda Barilla  
Reconciliation and First Communion:  Tamara Vella  
Altar Servers - F r Dominic 

Children’s Liturgy:  Angela Galdas  
Church Linen:  Michelle De Luca  
Church Cleaners:  Ann Goria  
Piety Stall:  Millie Breaden  
Morning Teas:  Teresa Vartuli  
Jordan Youth Group:  Silvana Scamardella  
Housie and Money Counting:  Victoria Baltazar  
Men’s Group:  Branko Poljak  
For any inquiries, please call the parish office. 

Reflection Questions…..      
 I struggle with forgiving when….. Because….. 
 I experience God’s compassionate forgiveness when….. I off this 

compassionate forgiveness to others when….. 
 I have been surprised by the gift of forgiveness when….. This has 

drawn me to….. 


