
Mount Street, Bonnyrigg Heights 
(incorporating Bonnyrigg Heights, Green Valley, Edensor Park, Abbotsbury, Cecil Hills & Elizabeth Hills) 

Parish Pastoral Centre: 
45 Mount Street, Bonnyrigg Heights, 2177  

Fr Dominic Dinh  
Email:  pp@johnthebaptist.org.au 
Emergency:  0423 420 639 
 

Fr Benjamin Saliba  

Email: Benjamin.saliba@sydneycatholic.org 

MASSES THIS WEEK 
 

PSALTER  WEEK 4 

 
 

Monday  -  No Mass 
St Hedwig, religious 

St Margaret Mary Alacoque, 
virgin 

Tuesday  -  8:00am  
St Ignatius of Antioch, 

bishop, martyr 
Wednesday  7:00pm 

St Luke, evangelist 
Thursday  -   9:00am 

Sts John de Brebeuf and Isaac 
Jogues, priests, and 

companions, martyrs 
St Paul of the Cross, priest 

Friday  -  9:00am 
Saturday  -  9:00am 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEXT SUNDAY   
21/22 OCTOBER 

(29th Sunday in Ordinary 
Time Year A) 

Saturday Vigil Mass: 
5:30pm 

 

Sunday Masses: 
8:00am, 10:00am & 5:30pm 

 
 

 
 
 
 

4th Sunday of the Month: 
5:30pm Mass in Tagalog 

 
 
 
 
 

1st Friday of the Month: 
7:00pm Mass in 

Vietnamese 

 

 

Fatima First Saturday  
Rosary 7.45am 

Adoration 8.30am 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Reconciliations:  
Wednesday 7.30pm 

Saturday  4:15—5:00pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
Contact the Parish Office 

or Fr Dominic 0423 420 639 

   John the Baptist Catholic Parish 

Office:       9823 2572     
Email:   info@johnthebaptist.org.au 
Website:   www.johnthebaptist.org.au 
 
Office Hours:  Tue- Fri 9.00am to 4pm 
Parish Secretary:  Leanne Lang 
Bookkeeper:  Victoria Baltazar 

 
 

 
 In one city, a tightrope walker was performing his art from a great height. 
As his final attraction he shoved a wheelbarrow across the wire cable. When he 
got safely to the other side, he asked the spectators whether they thought he could 
shove the wheelbarrow back. They all clapped to show their belief that he could. 
So he asked them once more and they clapped approval again. “So you all agree 
that I can shove the wheelbarrow back over the wire?” “Of course!” they all 
screamed and clapped approval. “Okay, “ Said the acrobat, “to prove your faith, 
which one of you is willing to come up and sit in the wheelbarrow while I shove it?” 
No one wanted to get THAT involved; they were contented to remain spectators. 

 The Gospel today tells us that a king gives a feast for his son’s wedding. 
When the invited guests chose not to come the king is furious and he orders his 
servants to go to the crossroads of the town and 
invite everyone to the wedding. So they brought 
in everyone they could find, good and bad alike, 
and the wedding feast was full. It was a custom 
to give a free wedding garment to all attending 
guests to wear at the feast. But when the king 
came in he saw one man who was not wearing 
a wedding garment and he had the man thrown 
out. 
 The story reflects the problems of the 
early Church at the time Matthew was writing. 
They were having problems with some non-
Jews who had joined the early Christian Church 
but who were not even complying with the most 
minimal requirements. So, in the Gospel story the original guests invited were the 
Jews. Those brought in later to take their places were the Gentiles or non Jews. 
But even from these a minimum was required. 

 Let us pray that as followers of Christ may we choose to get involved and 
respond well to God’s call in our every day life.  
 

Catechism of the Catholic Church 

1024  This perfect life with the Most Holy Trinity- this community of life and love 
with the Trinity, with the Virgin Mary, the angels and all the blessed- is called 
‘Heaven’. Heaven is the ultimate end and fulfilment of the deepest human         
longings, the state of supreme definitive happiness. 

 

Prayer thought: The Scriptures often compare the joys 
of heaven to a sumptuous banquet which God offers to his 
friends. As we take part in the Mass today, we pray that we 

may be found worthy to take our place at God’s eternal 
banquet. 

Twenty Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year A)  
14th  & 15th October, 2023 



Ministries  
Next Week     
21/22 OCT 

Sat  
5.30 pm 

Sun  
8.00 am 

Sun  
10 am 

Sun  
5:30 pm 

READERS: J Victorino 
A Vlahadamis 

L Agoo 
T Simpson 

M Hourmozi 
J Mataele 

 

Extraordinary  
MINISTERS 
EUCHARIST: 

A Jameson 
B Empeigne 

T Oraha 

B O’Connor 
D Sullivan 
J FInucane 

G Dunn 
V Buhajiar 
S D’Cruz 

S Hambrook 

 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney 
Abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime 
are the police. If you – or anyone you know – have been 
abused, please contact the police.  

Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity 
Office at (02) 9390 5810 or  
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want to speak 
to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. 
The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 

PLANNED GIVING PROGRAM REQUEST FORM 
Would you like to become a regular contributor to the Parish? 

Or would you like to change your contribution method from envelopes to monthly credit card giving? 
If so, please fill in this slip and return it to the Parish Office. Otherwise send an e-mail to Leanne at  
info@johnthebaptist.org.au 
 

Name……………………………………………………………... Telephone No.: …………………………...…. 
 

Address:…………………………………………………………………………...……………………….………… 
 

Email : ……………………………………………………………………………………………………….……….  
 

               I wish to commence Planned Giving Program.  
 
               I wish to change from envelopes to Credit Card monthly giving. Current envelope No:…......  
                                                             

                                                           ( a credit card authority form will need to be completed)              

Feasts of the Week 

JORDAN YOUTH GROUP 
 

Years 5 & 6 Primary School students & Year 
7 High School students are welcome to join 
the Jordan Youth Group at John the Baptist 
Parish hall.   
 

Our aim is to encourage young people within our community to come 
together to engage, learn, pray, and become involved in spiritual life 
and explore our Catholic faith.  
 

Our next meeting is Saturday, 28th October.    
 

Location: John the Baptist Parish Hall 
Time: 3.00pm-5.00pm 
Cost: Free 
Afternoon tea will be provided. 
 

Dates for the remainder of the year are as follows: 
  
 
 

 
If you have any further queries or would like to volunteer your time and 
assist with the Jordan Youth group, please contact Tina Dunn on       
0439 492 920 or Silvana Scamardella on 0417 197 357. 

Saturday, 18th November 
Saturday 9th December                   

St Igntius of Antioch  
The second Bishop of Antioch,  Syria, this disciple of the 
beloved Disciple John was  consecrated Bishop around 
the year 69 by the Apostle Peter, the first Pope. A holy 
man who was deeply loved by the Christian faithful. In 

107, during the reign of the brutal Emperor Trajan, this holy  
Bishop was wrongfully sentenced to death because he refused 
to renounce the Christian faith. He was taken under guard to 
Rome where he was to be brutally devoured by wild beasts in a 
public spectacle. During his journey, his travels took him through 
Asia Minor and Greece. He made good use of the time by writing 
seven letters of encouragement, instruction and inspiration to the 
Christians in those communities. We still have these letters as a 
great treasure of the Church today. The content of the letters 
addressed the hierarchy and structure of the Church as well as 
the content of the orthodox Christian faith. It was Bishop Ignatius 
who first used the term "catholic" to describe the whole Church. 
These letters connect us to the early Church and the unbroken, 
clear teaching of the Apostles which was given to them directly 
by Jesus Christ. They also reveal the holiness of a man of God 
who became himself a living letter of Christ.                           
Feast Day:  October 17 

Invites you to our October Men's Group special 
Saturday Trilogy event  

 

Saturday 21
st

 October 9am to 3pm        
                            (Morning tea and lunch provided) 

 

This Saturday Trilogy event will be Prayer, A relationship with 
God and we will have the following speakers; 

Marius Biliniewicz – Mass the highest form of prayer 
Charbel Raish - How to make your life a prayer 
Fortunato Foti - Types of Prayer 
 

Hope to see you there, tickets are $25 and can be             

purchased from https://www.trybooking.com/CLFCO    

Together we empower each other to become Christ-like 
role models in our families and community.  

To join the men's group or to find out more, email 

jbmg@johnthebaptist.org.au or call/SMS Daniel on 0411 254 520 

St Luke was born in Syria and trained as a physician.  He 
was also one of the most extensive writers of the New 
Testament.  In addition to his gospels, he also wrote the 
‘Acts of the Apostles.’  He was one of ‘the seventy’ and 
worked with St Paul, travelling to Rome and converting 
Jews and pagans to Christianity.  He was also with Paul 

during several of his confinements.  Luke is also credited with 
being a prolific painter, creating many works of Mary and Jesus.  
He died at age 84 in Boeotia.   
Feast Day:  October 18 

began his life as a slave.  The saint caused a major controversy, includ-

St Paul of the Cross 
St. Paul of the Cross was born at Ovada in the  
Republic of Genoa, January 3, 1694. His infancy and 
youth were spent in great innocence and piety. He 
was inspired from on high to found a congregation; in 
an ecstacy he beheld the habit which he and his    

companions were to wear. After consulting his  director, Bishop 
Gastinara of Alexandria in Piedmont, he reached the conclusion 
that God wished him to establish a congregation in honour of the 
Passion of Jesus Christ. On November 22, 1720, the bishop 
vested him with the habit that had been shown to him in a vision, 
the same that the Passionists wear at the present time. From 
that moment the saint applied himself to repair the Rules of his 
institute; and in 1721 he went to Rome to obtain the                
approbation of the Holy See. At first he failed, but finally  
succeeded when Benedict XIV approved the Rules in 1741 and 
1746. Meanwhile St. Paul built his first monastery near Obitello. 
Sometime later he established a larger community at the Church 
of St. John and Paul in Rome. For fifty years St. Paul remained 
the indefatigable missionary of Italy. God lavished upon him the 
greatest gifts in the supernatural order, but he treated himself 
with the greatest rigor, and believed that he was a useless  
servant and a great sinner. His saintly death occurred 
at Rome in the year 1775, at the age of eighty-one. He was   
canonized by Pope Pius IX in 1867.  Feast Day:  October 20 

mailto:safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org
https://www.trybooking.com/CLFCO
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=465
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=5217
https://www.catholic.org/clife/jesus
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=5473
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=9027
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=968
https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=91
https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=3907
https://www.catholic.org/shopping/?category=10
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=11159
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=10148


Your Prayers are requested for the  following, for whom Mass will be offered: 
 

Sick:  Flossy RODROM, Isaac BOYLEN, Kathy BOWLING, Alex, Levi ONG, Carmen CARUANA, Fernanda CHUNG, 
Errol O’DWYER, Rivan POULS, Gerald BOSOKY, Dominic ATTARD, Antonietta De MARTIN, Olivia TOOLE, Benito 
CARBONE, Leilah DANIEL, Dominic EMPEIGNE, Essa, Pamela MARTIN, Ivy FERNANDES, Royala & Gayle, Michael, 
Brian AULSEBROOK, Theresa MERCIECA, Avelino San BUENAVENTURA, Giuseppina ANDRONACO, Mariola, Rita DALLI, 
Alexander (Sandy) ANDERSON, Jessie ZAMMIT, John DEMICOLI, Judy DIVANI, Lachlan BENSON, Gino BORG, Gung Jec 
MENG, Cindy CALDEJON, Julia CEFAI, Melda MIZZI, Rita SHAH, Virgilio MARIANO, Kristian SERIC, Gary LOMAS, Nolita 
HERBERT       

Recently Deceased:  Azaleayah MIKAERE, Maria Rosa CAPASSO, Peter DUNDOVIC, Paolina TORRESAN 
 

Anniversary:  Antonia Da RIN, Dick JORDAN, Gloria O’BRIEN, Dominico Thang Duy HA 
 

Other:  Clifford FERNANDES, Michael GRIMA, Jimmy FENECH , Marion FENECH, Maryanne FENECH, St Anthony, St Jude and St 
Rita, Holy Souls in Purgatory 

Baptisms:  If you wish to Baptise your child please 
contact the parish office to make an appointment with   
Fr Dominic or Fr Ben. 

 

Baptism:                        
This week, we welcome into the Catholic faith:  

           Connor Peirce 
May he always know the love of God and feel His guiding hand 
throughout his life. 

                      22nd October 2023 
JB SPRING FAIR  

 

DON’T MISS OUT THIS EXCITING DAY OF FUN      
AND LAUGHTER!! 

 
1 SUNDAY TO GO!!  

 
 

Jumping Castles, Popcorn, Fairy floss, Face Painting, for a gold 
coin donation only.  
 

There will be Snow Cones, a Barista for coffee lovers and for 
food lovers an array of cultural food from Italy, Croatia, Australia, 
Assyria, Thailand, Vietnam, India, Malaysia, Philippines and  
Tonga. 
 

To entertain you on the day, we have, West Dance Co, Tongan 
Dancers, Filipino Choir, Singers - St Peter and St Paul Crew, 
Freeman Students - Tasman & friends, and Tammy and Tricia. 
 

Marketing Stalls:  Wattle Lane Designs, Lolina Floral & Gifts, 
Maria’s Handbags, Blessed Creation, Glimaglam, Peach & May 
and Rick’s Candles. 
 

Thank you to all those who have volunteered to help. 
 

We need more Volunteers!! Pleas sign-up by contacting Susan 
0419 606 683 or place your name and contact number on the 
sign-up sheet on the Church noticeboard outside the Church. 
 
 

Contact:  Susan 0419 606 683 (after 3:30pm) or  
Sharon 0410 494 700 (after 5:30pm) 

Fr Ben has a  
podcast!        

Move your phone 
camera over the 
QR code to be 
linked to the 

Youtube page.   

PARISH HOUSIE VOLUNTEERS: 

We are in need of volunteers to help with our 
Parish Housie at the Liverpool Catholic Club 
on Saturdays from 12:00pm to around 
4:45pm on a monthly roster.  If you can  
assist in anyway please see Fr Dominic or 
contact the parish office on 9823 2572.  

JB Social Group Bus Trip 
 

Join us as we meander down the coast to 
Kiama on Friday 24 November. Along the way we will stop at   
Stanwell Tops and Sea Cliff Bridge to enjoy the spectacular scenery. 
We will then continue to Kiama to view the blowhole and light house.  
 

Following this we will lunch in Kiama where there is a selection of 
cafes, fish and chips shops and the Leagues Club from which to 
choose. 
 

The cost will be $30 which covers the coach and morning tea. Lunch 
is at your own expense. 
 

We will be departing from the Western Sydney Parklands, Plough 
and Harrow entrance off Elizabeth Drive. There is plenty of all day 
parking available. When you enter the Parklands you immediately 
come to a “T” intersection, turn right and head towards the car park. 
Everyone will need to be assembled by about 8.20am as the bus will 
depart at 8.30am. We should return around 3.30pm to 4.00pm. 
 

For all enquiries and to reserve a seat/s please contact Valerie 
Buhajiar on 0417 244 285 to advise number attending, names and 
contact phone number by Friday 27 October.  
 

Full payment will be required to be made to Leanne in the parish 
office by Wednesday 8 November. 
 

Should you wish to attend and are experiencing financial hardship 
please speak with Father Dominic. 

Who can educate us in prayer?  
 

The Christian family is the first place of education in prayer. 
Daily family prayer is    particularly recommended because 
it is the first witness to the life of prayer in the Church. Cat-
echesis, prayer groups, and “spiritual direction” constitute a 
school of and a help to prayer. 
What places are conducive to prayer? One can pray       
anywhere but the choice of an appropriate place is not a 
matter of indifference when it comes to prayer. The church 
is the proper place for liturgical prayer and Eucharist      
adoration. Other places also help one to pray, such as a 
‘prayer corner’ at home, a monastery or a shrine.   
         

Compendium of the Catechism of the Catholic Church,            
Australian Catholic Bishops Conference/St Paul’s Publications 
2005: p167 

BISHOP VISIT 
Next week we welcome Bishop Danny Meagher to the 
parish.  Please make him feel welcome. 



Next Sunday:   
29th Sunday in Ordinary Time - (Year A) 

First Reading:  Isaiah 45:1, 4-6 
Second Reading:  1 Thessalonians 1:1-5 

Gospel:  Matthew 22:15-21 

Copyright © 1996-2015 Universalis Publishing Limited: see www.universalis.com. Scripture readings from the 
Jerusalem Bible are published and copyright © 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman & Todd, Ltd and 
Doubleday, a div ision of Random House, Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. Text of the Psalms: 
Copyright © 1963, The Grail (England). Used with permission of A.P. Watt Ltd.  All rights reserved. 

First reading                          Isaiah 25:6-10 
A reading from the prophet Isaiah 

On this mountain, 
the Lord of hosts will prepare for all peoples 
a banquet of rich food, a banquet of fine wines, 
of food rich and juicy, of fine strained wines. 
On this mountain he will remove 
the mourning veil covering all peoples, 
and the shroud enwrapping all nations, 
he will destroy Death for ever. 
The Lord will wipe away 
the tears from every cheek; 
he will take away his people’s shame 
everywhere on earth, 
for the Lord has said so. 
That day, it will be said: See, this is our God 
in whom we hoped for salvation; 
the Lord is the one in whom we hoped. 
We exult and we rejoice 
that he has saved us; 
for the hand of the Lord 
rests on this mountain. 
 

The Word of the Lord 
 
 
 
Responsorial Psalm                                                           22                                                                
I shall live in the house of the Lord all the days of my life. 

The Lord is my shepherd; 
there is nothing I shall want. 
Fresh and green are the pastures 
where he gives me repose. 
Near restful waters he leads me, 
to revive my drooping spirit. 

I shall live in the house of the Lord all the days of my life. 

He guides me along the right path; 
he is true to his name. 
If I should walk in the valley of darkness 
no evil would I fear. 
You are there with your crook and your staff; 
with these you give me comfort. 

I shall live in the house of the Lord all the days of my life. 

You have prepared a banquet for me 
in the sight of my foes. 
My head you have anointed with oil; 
my cup is overflowing. 

I shall live in the house of the Lord all the days of my life. 

Surely goodness and kindness shall follow me 
all the days of my life. 
In the Lord’s own house shall I dwell 
for ever and ever. 

I shall live in the house of the Lord all the days of my life. 
 
 

Second reading                   Philippians 4:12-14, 19-20 
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Philippians 

I know how to be poor and I know how to be rich too. I have 
been through my initiation and now I am ready for anything 
anywhere: full stomach or empty stomach, poverty or plenty. 
There is nothing I cannot master with the help of the One who 
gives me strength. All the same, it was good of you to share 
with me in my hardships. In return my God will fulfil all your 
needs, in Christ Jesus, as lavishly as only God can. Glory to 
God, our Father, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

The word of the Lord 
 
 
Gospel Acclamation                          cf. Ephesians 1:17-18  
Alleluia, alleluia! 
May the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ 
enlighten the eyes of our heart 
that we might see how great is the hope 
to which we are called. 
Alleluia! 
 
 
Gospel                                                          Matthew 22:1-14 
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew 

Jesus began to speak to the chief priests and elders of the 
people in parables: ‘The kingdom of heaven may be compared 
to a king who gave a feast for his son’s wedding. He sent his 
servants to call those who had been invited, but they would not 
come. Next he sent some more servants. “Tell those who have 
been invited” he said “that I have my banquet all prepared, my 
oxen and fattened cattle have been slaughtered, everything is 
ready. Come to the wedding.” But they were not interested: 
one went off to his farm, another to his business, and the rest 
seized his servants, maltreated them and killed them. The king 
was furious. He despatched his troops, destroyed those 
murderers and burnt their town. Then he said to his servants, 
“The wedding is ready; but as those who were invited proved 
to be unworthy, go to the crossroads in the town and invite 
everyone you can find to the wedding.” So these servants 
went out on to the roads and collected together everyone they 
could find, bad and good alike; and the wedding hall was filled 
with guests. When the king came in to 
look at the guests he noticed one man 
who was not wearing a wedding 
garment, and said to him, “How did you 
get in here, my friend, without a 
wedding garment?” And the man was 
silent. Then the king said to the 
attendants, “Bind him hand and foot 
and throw him out into the dark, where 
there will be weeping and grinding of 
teeth.” For many are called, but few 
are chosen.’ 
 

The Gospel of the Lord 
 
 
 

Parish Ministries: 
Parish Pastoral Council Chairman:   Jeff Lai  
Finance Committee:  Rosa Marciano  
Community Care:  Tina Dunn & Sharon Cook  
Readers and Catechists:  Nina Laureti  
Extraordinary Eucharistic Ministers: :  Linda Barilla  
Confirmation:  Linda Barilla  
Reconciliation and First Communion:  Tamara Vella  
Altar Servers - F r Dominic 

Children’s Liturgy:  Angela Galdas  
Church Linen:  Michelle De Luca  
Church Cleaners:  Ann Goria  
Piety Stall:  Millie Breaden  
Morning Teas:  Teresa Vartuli  
Jordan Youth Group:  Silvana Scamardella  
Housie and Money Counting:  Victoria Baltazar  
Men’s Group:  Branko Poljak  
For any inquiries, please call the parish office. 

Reflection Questions…..      
 My typical excuses in face of God’s invitations are….. 
 What helps me realise the seriousness of God’s invitations and 

the foolishness of my excuses is….. 
 I prepare for Eucharist, God’s lavish banquet, by….. 


