
Mount Street, Bonnyrigg Heights 
(incorporating Bonnyrigg Heights, Green Valley, Edensor Park, Abbotsbury, Cecil Hills & Elizabeth Hills) 

Parish Pastoral Centre: 
45 Mount Street, Bonnyrigg Heights, 2177  

Fr Dominic Dinh  
Email:  pp@johnthebaptist.org.au 
Emergency:  0423 420 639 
 

Fr Benjamin Saliba  

Email: Benjamin.saliba@sydneycatholic.org 

MASSES THIS WEEK 
 

PSALTER  WEEK 1 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Monday  -  No Mass 
St John of Capistrano, priest 

Tuesday  -  8:00am  
St Anthony Claret, bishop 

Wednesday  7:00pm 
Thursday  -   9:00am 

Friday  -  9:00am 
Saturday  -  9:00am 

Sts Simon and Jude, apostles 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEXT SUNDAY   
28/29 OCTOBER 

(30th Sunday in Ordinary 
Time Year A) 

Saturday Vigil Mass: 
5:30pm 

 

Sunday Masses: 
8:00am, 10:00am & 5:30pm 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4th Sunday of the Month: 
5:30pm Mass in Tagalog 

 
 
 
 
 

1st Friday of the Month: 
7:00pm Mass in 

Vietnamese 

 
 

Fatima First Saturday  
Rosary 7.45am 

Adoration 8.30am 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Reconciliations:  
Wednesday 7.30pm 

Saturday  4:15—5:00pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
Contact the Parish Office 

or Fr Dominic 0423 420 639 
 

     

   John the Baptist Catholic Parish 

Office:       9823 2572     
Email:   info@johnthebaptist.org.au 
Website:   www.johnthebaptist.org.au 
 
Office Hours:  Tue- Fri 9.00am to 4pm 
Parish Secretary:  Leanne Lang 
Bookkeeper:  Victoria Baltazar 

 
 
 
A young guy walked into a liquor store with a shotgun and demanded all 

the cash from the cash drawer. After the cashier put the cash in a bag, the robber 
saw a bottle of scotch that he wanted behind the counter on the shelf. He told the 
cashier to put it the bag as well, but he refused and said, “Because I don’t believe 
you are over 18.” The robber said he was, but the cashier still refused to give it to 
him because he did not believe him. At this point the robber took out his driver    
licence from his wallet and gave it to the cashier. The cashier looked it over, and 
agreed that the man was in fact over 18 so he put the bottle of scotch in the       
robber’s bag. The robber then ran from the store with his loot. The cashier     
promptly called the police and he gave them the name and address of the robber 
that he got off his driver licence. The police ar-
rested the robber two hours later at his home 
drunk. He had to give back what he took except 
the bottle of scotch which he had already      
consumed. 

 “Give to Caesar what belongs to Caesar 
and to God what belongs to God.” Jesus’       
answer to the Pharisees who wanted to trick 
him by asking: “Is it lawful to pay the census tax 
to Caesar or not?” If he said that taxes shouldn’t be paid to Caesar, then he will be 
denounced by the Romans. But if he said that the taxes should be paid, then he 
would be denounced by the strict Jews. Jesus’ words encouraged us to live our 
convictions. We stand up for our faith and our way of life even when this puts us in 
opposition to the material world. We should not be concerned if we are the only 
ones who make time to worship and praising God and make time for family      
prayers since these are important to our faith and our relationship with God and 
others. By showing the coin with Caesar’s image on it, Jesus reminds us that we 
ourselves have God’s image impressed on us, and we must return to God what 
belongs to God, that is our entire being. 

 Let us pray that we will have the courage to live our faith in every sphere of 
life, in business, in our civic duty and in our personal lives so that God always is 
the centre of our life . 
 

Catechism of the Catholic Church 

2242 The citizen is obliged in conscience not to follow the directives of civil authorities 
when they are contrary to the demands of the moral order, to the fundamental 
rights of persons or the teachings of the gospel. Refusing obedience to civil   
authorities, when their demands are contrary to those of an upright conscience, 
finds its justification in the distinction between serving God and serving the      
political community. ‘Render therefore to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s 
and to God the things that are God’s.’ We must obey God rather than men. 

 

      When you awake alive in the morning, thank GOD for it. 

Twenty Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year A)  
21st  & 22nd October, 2023 



Ministries  
Next Week     
28/29 OCT 

Sat  
5.30 pm 

Sun  
8.00 am 

Sun  
10 am 

Sun  
5:30 pm 

READERS: A Pace 
L Krslovic 

L Barilla 
J Poljak 

S Ives 
M Aulsebrook 

R Capolupo 
V Arbanas 

Extraordinary  
MINISTERS 
EUCHARIST: 

F Bushby 
T Vella 
D Toma 

L Barilla 
L Agoo 

Delicia Vella 

E Villegas 
C Porreca 

M Aulsebrook 
R Hibbs 

S Cook 
C Vella 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney 
Abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime 
are the police. If you – or anyone you know – have been 
abused, please contact the police.  

Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity 
Office at (02) 9390 5810 or  
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want to speak 
to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. 
The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 

PLANNED GIVING PROGRAM REQUEST FORM 
Would you like to become a regular contributor to the Parish? 

Or would you like to change your contribution method from envelopes to monthly credit card giving? 
If so, please fill in this slip and return it to the Parish Office. Otherwise send an e-mail to Leanne at  
info@johnthebaptist.org.au 
 

Name……………………………………………………………... Telephone No.: …………………………...…. 
 

Address:…………………………………………………………………………...……………………….………… 
 

Email : ……………………………………………………………………………………………………….……….  
 

               I wish to commence Planned Giving Program.  
 
               I wish to change from envelopes to Credit Card monthly giving. Current envelope No:…......  
                                                             

                                                           ( a credit card authority form will need to be completed)              

Feasts of the Week 

JORDAN YOUTH GROUP 
 

Years 5 & 6 Primary School students & Year 
7 High School students are welcome to join 
the Jordan Youth Group at John the Baptist 
Parish hall.   
 

Our aim is to encourage young people within our community to come 
together to engage, learn, pray, and become involved in spiritual life 
and explore our Catholic faith.  
 

Our next meeting is Saturday, 28th October.    
 

Location: John the Baptist Parish Hall 
Time: 3.00pm-5.00pm 
Cost: Free 
Afternoon tea will be provided. 
 

Dates for the remainder of the year are as follows: 
  
 
 

 
If you have any further queries or would like to volunteer your time and 
assist with the Jordan Youth group, please contact Tina Dunn on       
0439 492 920 or Silvana Scamardella on 0417 197 357. 

Saturday, 18th November 
Saturday 9th December                   

 

St Anthony Claret   
Claretian archbishop and founder. Anthony was born in      
Salient in Catalonia, Spain, in 1807, the son of a weaver. 
He took up weaving but then studied for the priesthood, 

desiring to be a Jesuit. Ill health prevented his entering the Order, 
and he served as a secular priest. In 1849, he    founded the Mis-
sionary Sons of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, known today as the 
Claretians, and the Apostolic Training     Institute of the Immacu-
late Conception, Claretian nuns. From 1850 to 1857, Anthony 
served as the archbishop of Santiago de Cuba, Cuba. He returned 
to the court of Queen Isabella II as confessor, and went into exile 
with her in 1868. In 1869 and 1870, Anthony participated in the 
First Vatican Council. He died in the Cistercian monastery of 
Fontfroide in southern France on October 24, 1870. Anthony 
Mary Claret had the gift of prophecy and performed many mira-
cles. He was opposed by the liberal forces 
of Spain and Cuba and endured many trials.  
Feast Day:  October 24 

began his life as a slave.  The saint caused a major controversy, includ-

Sts Simon and Jude 
 

St. Simon the Apostle is often named St. Simon the  
Zealot, to distinguish him from St. Peter and St. Simeon. 
St. Simon was a Galilean, born at Cana in Galilee. He 
was called Simon the Zealot because of his great zeal to 
honour God and for purity of religion. The Zealots during 
this time were known for assassinating the noble and 

filling the temple with bloodshed and profanities.  
 

He was one of the original followers of Christ.  After his conversion 
and his call, there is no further mention of him in the Gospels. He 
became zealous for Christ and for the duties of Christianity. After 
receiving the gifts of the Holy Spirit, he went out to evangelize with 
great zeal and fidelity. He was martyred by the idolatrous priests 
and many say that he was crucified. His relics are with St. Jude’s in 
St. Peter’s basilica and the Cathedral of Toulouse. 

 
St Jude 
St Jude, known as Thaddaeus was the brother of the 
apostle St James the Lesser and a relative of Our Lord, 
nephew to the Blessed Virgin Mary.  He was also one of 
the Twelve, an Apostle of Jesus.  One of the canonical 
epistles of the New Testament is attributed to St Jude, 
which has many common characteristics with the second 

letter of St Peter.  St. Jude (Thaddeus) is one of the most popular 
saints because of the numerous heavenly favours that he grants to 
his devotees who pray to him with faith, especially when seeking a 
job or a house. Ancient writers tell us that he preached the Gospel 
in Judea, Samaria, Idumaea, Syria, Mesopotamia, and Lybia. Ac-
cording to Eusebius, he returned to Jerusalem in the year 62, and 
assisted at the election of his brother, St. Simeon, as  
Bishop of Jerusalem.  Saints Simon and Jude zealously preached 
to the nations and met with each other again in Persia. According 
to ancient tradition, they were martyred together - St. Simon was 
sawed in half and St. Jude was beheaded with an axe. Following 
his death, St. Jude's body was brought to Rome and left in a crypt 
in St. Peter's Basilica. Today his bones can be found in the left 
transept of St. Peter's Basilica under the main altar of St. Joseph in 
a tomb he shares with the remains of the apostle Simon the Zealot. 
 

Feast Day:  October 28 

With Timor-Leste’s fragile               
infrastructure, reliance on local health 
practices, and limited access to     
medical care, many health conditions 
only worsen, and sadly can result in 
death. 
 

Next week Catholic Mission will 
offer you the opportunity to partner 
with in Venilale, Timor-Leste, where 
your gift can help continue a life-
saving program to help address 
this reality. 
 
We hope you will take next week’s         
opportunity to make an incredible  
impact for those in need. 

mailto:safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=1015
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=1015
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=10978
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=3548


Your Prayers are requested for the  following, for whom Mass will be offered: 
 

Sick:  Ed & Rita MALAPITAN, Flossy RODROM, Isaac BOYLEN, Kathy BOWLING, Alex, Levi ONG,                    
Carmen CARUANA, Fernanda CHUNG, Rivan POULS, Gerald BOSOKY, Dominic ATTARD, Antonietta De MARTIN, 
Olivia TOOLE, Benito CARBONE, Leilah DANIEL, Dominic EMPEIGNE, Essa, Pamela MARTIN, Ivy FERNANDES,               
Royala & Gayle, Michael, Brian AULSEBROOK, Giuseppina ANDRONACO, Mariola, Rita DALLI,                                         
Alexander (Sandy) ANDERSON, Jessie ZAMMIT, John DEMICOLI, Judy DIVANI, Lachlan BENSON, Gino BORG,                  
Gung Jec MENG, Cindy CALDEJON, Julia CEFAI, Melda MIZZI, Rita SHAH, Virgilio MARIANO, Kristian SERIC, Gary LOMAS, 
Nolita HERBERT     

 Recently Deceased:  Angelina Carigma CRUZ, Lloyd HOPE, Azaleayah MIKAERE, Maria Rosa CAPASSO, Peter DUNDOVIC, 
Marilyn PALMER 

Anniversary:   

Other:  Michael GRIMA, Jimmy FENECH , Marion FENECH, Maryanne FENECH, St Anthony, St Jude and St Rita, Holy Souls in 
Purgatory 

Baptisms:  If you wish to Baptise your child please 
contact the parish office to make an appointment with   
Fr Dominic or Fr Ben. 

 

JB SPRING FAIR TODAY! 
 

COME ONE COME ALL 
 
 

FREE Jumping Castles for Kids and Adults!!! 
 

A gold coin donation for a drink, Popcorn, Fairy 
Floss and Face painting!! 

 

Entry $5.00 per plate! 
 

Let’s welcome Bishop Danny and our local priests 
to our awesome fair. 

 

This is the day the Lord has made let us rejoice and 
be glad in it!! 

Fr Ben has a  
podcast!        

Move your phone 
camera over the 
QR code to be 
linked to the 

Youtube page.   

PARISH HOUSIE VOLUNTEERS: 

We are in need of volunteers to help with our 
Parish Housie at the Liverpool Catholic Club 
on Saturdays from 12:00pm to around 
4:45pm on a monthly roster.  If you can  
assist in anyway please see Fr Dominic or 
contact the parish office on 9823 2572.  

JB Social Group Bus Trip 
 

Join us as we meander down the coast to 
Kiama on Friday 24 November. Along the way we will stop at   
Stanwell Tops and Sea Cliff Bridge to enjoy the spectacular scenery. 
We will then continue to Kiama to view the blowhole and light house.  
 

Following this we will lunch in Kiama where there is a selection of 
cafes, fish and chips shops and the Leagues Club from which to 
choose. 
 

The cost will be $30 which covers the coach and morning tea. Lunch 
is at your own expense. 
 

We will be departing from the Western Sydney Parklands, Plough 
and Harrow entrance off Elizabeth Drive. There is plenty of all day 
parking available. When you enter the Parklands you immediately 
come to a “T” intersection, turn right and head towards the car park. 
Everyone will need to be assembled by about 8.20am as the bus will 
depart at 8.30am. We should return around 3.30pm to 4.00pm. 
 

For all enquiries and to reserve a seat/s please contact Valerie 
Buhajiar on 0417 244 285 to advise number attending, names and 
contact phone number by Friday 27 October.  
 

Full payment will be required to be made to Leanne in the parish 
office by Wednesday 8 November. 
 

Should you wish to attend and are experiencing financial hardship 
please speak with Father Dominic. 

Caritas Australia’s Gaza Crisis Appeal 
An estimated 1 million people have been displaced in Gaza with       
immediate food, shelter, health, and psychosocial needs.  
 

‘This is a period of incredible turmoil and sadness. The escalation of 
violence has only exacerbated needs for the people in Gaza and West 
Bank, who already live in dire conditions. We are working with our   
partners on the ground to provide comprehensive and critical support to 
over 17,000 families affected by this devastating conflict.’ 
Sally Thomas, Humanitarian Lead, Caritas Australia 
 

With your support, we will be able to help our partners on the ground to 
assist people displaced and affected by the current conflict.  
 

Please donate to Caritas Australia’s Gaza Crisis Appeal. 

You can donate online            

www.caritas.org.au/gaza                       
phone 1800 024 413 

Prayer thought: Give to God 
what Belongs to God. 

Our loving God holds power over 
all earthly rulers. While we serve 

the needs of our own society 
and country we must allow nothing to      

compromise our commitment to love and 
serve God above everything else. 

Each morning when I open my eyes I say to    
myself: “I, not events, have the power to make 
me happy or unhappy today. I can choose which 
it shall be. Yesterday is dead, tomorrow hasn’t 
arrived yet. I have just one day, today, and I’m 
going to be happy in it.”         Groucho Marx. 

http://www.caritas.org.au/gaza


Next Sunday:   
30th Sunday in Ordinary Time - (Year A) 

First Reading:  Exodus 22:20-26 
Second Reading:  1 Thessalonians 1:5-10 

Gospel:  Matthew 22:34-40 

Copyright © 1996-2015 Universalis Publishing Limited: see www.universalis.com. Scripture readings from the 
Jerusalem Bible are published and copyright © 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman & Todd, Ltd and 
Doubleday, a div ision of Random House, Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. Text of the Psalms: 
Copyright © 1963, The Grail (England). Used with permission of A.P. Watt Ltd.  All rights reserved. 

First reading                         Isaiah 45:1, 4-6 
A reading from the prophet Isaiah 

Thus says the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, 
whom he has taken by his right hand 
to subdue nations before him 
and strip the loins of kings, 
to force gateways before him 
that their gates be closed no more: 

‘It is for the sake of my servant Jacob, 
of Israel my chosen one, 
that I have called you by your name, 
conferring a title though you do not know me. 
I am the Lord, unrivalled; 
there is no other God besides me. 
Though you do not know me, I arm you 
that men may know from the rising to the setting of the sun 
that, apart from me, all is nothing.’ 
 

The Word of the Lord 
 
 
 
Responsorial Psalm                                          95:1, 3-3, 7-10                                                               
Give the Lord glory and honour. 

O sing a new song to the Lord, 
sing to the Lord all the earth. 
Tell among the nations his glory 
and his wonders among all the peoples. 

Give the Lord glory and honour. 

The Lord is great and worthy of praise, 
to be feared above all gods; 
the gods of the heathens are naught. 
It was the Lord who made the heavens, 

Give the Lord glory and honour. 

Give the Lord, you families of peoples, 
give the Lord glory and power; 
give the Lord the glory of his name. 
Bring an offering and enter his courts. 

Give the Lord glory and honour. 

Worship the Lord in his temple. 
O earth, tremble before him. 
Proclaim to the nations: ‘God is king.’ 
He will judge the peoples in fairness. 

Give the Lord glory and honour. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Second reading                           1 Thessalonians 1:1-5 
A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the 
Thessalonians 

From Paul, Silvanus and Timothy, to the Church in 
Thessalonika which is in God the Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ; wishing you grace and peace from God the Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

We always mention you in our prayers and thank God for 
you all, and constantly remember before God our Father how 
you have shown your faith in action, worked for love and 
persevered through hope, in our Lord Jesus Christ. 

We know, brothers, that God loves you and that you have 
been chosen, because when we brought the Good News to 
you, it came to you not only as words, but as power and as 
the Holy Spirit and as utter conviction. 
 

The word of the Lord 
 
 
 
Gospel Acclamation                                Philippians 2:15-16  
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Shine on the world like bright stars; 
you are offering it the word of life. 
Alleluia! 
 
 
 
Gospel                                                          Matthew 22:15-21 
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew 

The Pharisees went away to work out between them how to 
trap Jesus in what he said. And they sent their disciples to 
him, together with the Herodians, to say, ‘Master, we know 
that you are an honest man and teach the way of God in an 
honest way, and that you are not afraid of anyone, because a 
man’s rank means nothing to you. Tell us your opinion, then. 
Is it permissible to pay taxes to Caesar or not?’ But Jesus 
was aware of their malice and 
replied, ‘You hypocrites! Why do 
you set this trap for me? Let me 
see the money you pay the tax 
with.’ They handed him a 
denarius, and he said, ‘Whose 
head is this? Whose name?’ 
‘Caesar’s’ they replied. He then 
said to them, ‘Very well, give 
back to Caesar what belongs to 
Caesar – and to God what 
belongs to God.’ 
 

The Gospel of the Lord 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parish Ministries: 
Parish Pastoral Council Chairman:   Jeff Lai  
Finance Committee:  Rosa Marciano  
Community Care:  Tina Dunn & Sharon Cook  
Readers and Catechists:  Nina Laureti  
Extraordinary Eucharistic Ministers: :  Linda Barilla  
Confirmation:  Linda Barilla  
Reconciliation and First Communion:  Tamara Vella  
Altar Servers - F r Dominic 

Children’s Liturgy:  Angela Galdas  
Church Linen:  Michelle De Luca  
Church Cleaners:  Ann Goria  
Piety Stall:  Millie Breaden  
Morning Teas:  Teresa Vartuli  
Jordan Youth Group:  Silvana Scamardella  
Housie and Money Counting:  Victoria Baltazar  
Men’s Group:  Branko Poljak  
For any inquiries, please call the parish office. 

Reflection Questions…..      
 What “belongs to God” in my life is….. 
 I demonstrate that “what belongs to God” is more important to me 

than “what belongs to Caesar” by….. 
 When people look at me and my life the “image” and “inscription” 

they see is…..….. 


