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MASSES THIS WEEK 
 

PSALTER  WEEK 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Monday  -  No Mass 
Tuesday  -  8:00am  

Wednesday  7:00pm 
All Saints 

Thursday  -   9:00am 
                        7:00pm 

The Commemoration of all the 
Faithful Departed (All Souls’ 

Day) 
Friday  -  9:00am 

St Martin de Porres, religious 
Saturday  -  9:00am 

Sy Charles Borromeo, bishop 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEXT SUNDAY   
4/5 NOVEMBER 

(31st Sunday in Ordinary 
Time Year A) 

Saturday Vigil Mass: 
5:30pm 

 

Sunday Masses: 
8:00am, 10:00am & 5:30pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

4th Sunday of the Month: 
5:30pm Mass in Tagalog 

 
 
 
 
 

1st Friday of the Month: 
7:00pm Mass in 

Vietnamese 

 

 

Fatima First Saturday  
Rosary 7.45am 

Adoration 8.30am 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Reconciliations:  
Wednesday 7.30pm 

Saturday  4:15—5:00pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
Contact the Parish Office 

   John the Baptist Catholic Parish 

Office:       9823 2572     
Email:   info@johnthebaptist.org.au 
Website:   www.johnthebaptist.org.au 
 
Office Hours:  Tue- Fri 9.00am to 4pm 
Parish Secretary:  Leanne Lang 
Bookkeeper:  Victoria Baltazar 

 
 
 
A young woman is getting married and she is very apprehensive about her 

honeymoon. One of her friends from the youth group in the Church sent her a    
telegram, simply quoting 1John 4:18 (“There is no fear in love. Perfect love drives 
out fear, because fear has to do with punishment. The one who fears is not made 
perfect in love”) But she mistyped and omitted the 1 before John. So it just reads: 
John 4:18 (“For you have had five husbands and the one you have now is not 
your husband…”) 

 The Pharisees asked Jesus in today’s     
Gospel which was the greatest - of the 615 laws. 
Jesus answered: “You must love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all 
your mind - This is the greatest and the first       
commandment. The second resembles it: You must 
love your neighbour as yourself.” In this Jesus was 
not talking about feelings but about a decision to be 
totally for God and then totally for the good of one’s neighbour as one should be 
for one’s own good. I often ask couples who are preparing for marriage “Why do 
you want to get married?” They often answer: “I want to marry this person because 
I love him/her.” If I ask them “Why do you love him/her?” Then usually the answer 
will be: “Because he/she makes me feel good and I am happy when he/she is with 
me!” Jesus reminds us that love is a decision, not simply just a feeling. Husbands 
and wives vow to love one another in good times and in bad, in sickness and in 
health, for the rest of their life. This is a decision, not a feeling. True love means to 
love even during a time when there are no more good feelings, or even negative 
feelings. 

 Dr Scott Peck defines love as, “The will to extend one’s self for the purpose 
of nurturing one’s own or another’s spiritual growth.” (A Road Less Travelled p.85) 
This definition includes self love with love for another. Since we are human, that is 
to love means to love ourselves as well as you. We are incapable of loving another 
unless we love ourselves. 
 The readings today challenge us to continue to love God and others in 
good times and in bad, to achieve this we need a good prayer life. Let us pray that 
we shall continue to grow in love of God and others. May we live this great       
commandment of love in our daily living. 
 

Catechism of the Catholic Church 
1935  The equality of men rests essentially on their dignity as persons and the 
rights that flow from it. Every form of social or cultural discrimination in fundamen-
tal personal rights on the grounds of sex, race, colour, social conditions, language 
or religion, must be curbed and eradicated as incompatible with God’s design. 
 

Love and kindness are never wasted. They always make a difference. 
They bless the one who receives them, and they bless you, the giver.  

Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year A)  
28th  & 29th October, 2023 



Ministries  
Next Week     

4/5 NOV 

Sat  
5.30 pm 

Sun  
8.00 am 

Sun  
10 am 

Sun  
5:30 pm 

READERS: G Turnbull 
M Camilleri 

J Finucane 
L Agoo 

J Mataele 
E Villegas 

V Arbanas 
R Capolupo 

Extraordinary  
MINISTERS 
EUCHARIST: 

T Vartuli 
A Vlahadamis 
N La Rosa 

A Liberatore 
F Foti 

B O’Connor 

J Habib 
N Laureti 
G Dunn 

V Buhajiar 

S Cook 
 R Imbert 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney 
Abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime 
are the police. If you – or anyone you know – have been 
abused, please contact the police.  

Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity 
Office at (02) 9390 5810 or  
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want to speak 
to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. 
The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 

Feasts of the Week 

St Charles Borromeo was born on October 2, 1538 at 
the castle of Arona on Lake Maggiore near Milan.  He 
suffered from a speech impediment that made him     
appear slow to those who did not know him.  Despite 
this challenge, he performed well at school.  He earned 
a doctorate in canon and civil law in 1559.  At the age 
of 22 he was made Archbishop of Milan and became a 

Cardinal of the Church.  Together with Saint Ignatius of Loyola 
and Saint Philip Neri and others, led the effort to fight the 
Protestant   Reformation.  He is credited with the founding of 
seminaries for the education of priests.  He is also celebrated as 
a Saint of learning and the arts.  Feast Day:  November 4 

The Commemoration of all the Faithful Departed  
(All Souls’ Day) 
All Souls Day is a holy day set aside for honouring the 
dead. The day is primarily celebrated in the Catholic 
Church, but it is also celebrated in the Eastern            
Orthodox Church and a few other denominations of 

Christianity.  According to Catholic belief, the soul of a person 
who dies can go to one of three places. The first is heaven, 
where a person who dies in a state of perfect grace and        
communion with God goes. The second is hell, where those who 
die in a state of mortal sin are naturally condemned by their 
choice. The intermediate option is purgatory, which is thought to 
be where most people, free of mortal sin, but still in a state of 
lesser (venial) sin, must go.  Purgatory is necessary so that 
souls can be cleansed and perfected before they enter into 
heaven. There is scriptural basis for this belief. The primary   
reference is in 2 Maccabees, 12:26 and 12:32. "Turning to      
supplication, they prayed that the sinful deed might be fully   
blotted out... Thus made atonement for the dead that they might 
be free from sin."  Feast Day:  November 2 

St Martin de Porres was born in Lima Peru on  
December 9, 1579.   He was the illegitimate son to a 
Spanish gentleman and a freed slave from Panama.  He 
was raised in poverty and bore the stigmas of both his 
illegitimate birth and his mixed race.  He was placed to 
study with a barber-surgeon, where he learned       
bloodletting and the administration of medicines.  

Compassionate and eager to serve, he began to volunteer with 
the Dominicans at age 15 and helped care for the sick in the  
monastery infirmary. He became a Dominican oblate, or lay  
monastic, in 1601.  Although it was not customary then to      
receive a mulatto into a religious order in Peru, Martín was     
considered an exception and became a Dominican lay brother in 
1610. He was noted for his work on behalf of the poor,           
establishing an orphanage and a children’s hospital.  He        
maintained an austere lifestyle, which included fasting and     
abstaining from meat.  He was friends with St Rose of Lima.  He 
died on 3rd November 1639 and many miracles were said to 
have occurred after his death.  Feast Day:  November 3 

                                                   This week Catholic Mission will offer                            
                                                    the opportunity to be part of a life  
                                                   -changing program which aims to        
                                                   address gaps in medical care, and  
                                                   provide families with essential health  
                                                   Care and knowledge, equipping them  
                                                   with the confidence to act and             
                                                   autonomy over their health and        
                                                   well-being.  
                                                   The Maria Auxiliadora Clinic is a 
vital                                            project for the Salesian Sisters and  
                                                   the Church in Venilale. Since its    
establishment, the clinic has provided life-saving treatment for 
families in need, like Petrolina’s, whose daughter Vitoria was 
found to have tuberculosis. But, with an increase in the demand 
for treatment, the Sisters resources can only carry them so far. 
Please give generously today to help continue this life-giving program 
by using the appeal envelope, going online at catholicmission.org.au/
timor, or scanning the QR code. Your gift will also help many other 
similar Church-run mission programs around the world. 

All Saints Day is a solemn holy day of the Catholic 
Church celebrated annually on November 1. The day 
is dedicated to the saints of the Church, that is, all 
those who have attained heaven.  It is also a Holy Day 

of Obligation in the Catholic Church.  Feast Day:   November 1 

Caritas Australia’s Gaza Crisis Appeal 
An estimated 1 million people have been 
displaced in Gaza with immediate food, 
shelter, health, and psychosocial needs.  
 

‘This is a period of incredible turmoil and 
sadness. The escalation of  violence has 

only exacerbated needs for the people in Gaza and West Bank, who 
already live in dire conditions. We are  working with our   partners on 
the ground to provide comprehensive and critical support to over 
17,000 families affected by this devastating conflict.’ 
Sally Thomas, Humanitarian Lead, Caritas Australia 
 

With your support, we will be able to help our partners on the ground to 
assist people displaced and affected by the current conflict.  
 

Please donate to Caritas Australia’s Gaza Crisis     
Appeal. 

You can donate online www.caritas.org.au/gaza   or                    
phone 1800 024 413 

Prayer thought: God always has a 
special care for those who are particularly 
vulnerable: the bewildered stranger, the 

lonely widow or orphan, the sick and 
handicapped. Jesus’ rule is clear-treat 

others as we would treat ourselves. This 
is the crux of the Gospel. 

True treasure is not found in pirate ship, in 
chests of silver and gold. True treasure isn’t     
ruby rings and jewels from long ago.  
You don’t need to use a treasure map and find 
chests beneath the sea. True treasure is simply 
the love and joy found in you and me.  
                              Leigha Dickens, 11  

PARISH HOUSIE VOLUNTEERS: 
We are in need of volunteers to help with our Parish   
Housie at the Liverpool Catholic Club on Saturdays from 
12:00pm to around 4:45pm on a monthly roster.  If you 
can  assist in anyway please see Fr Dominic or contact 
the parish office on 9823 2572.  

Immaculata Mission School 2024: FISHERS OF MEN 
Start the new year by going deeper in God's love through awesome 
speakers on the Catholic faith, daily Mass, Adoration and the Rosary, 
praise and worship, fellowship and more! There are two different     
programs, so there is something for everyone ... 
Youth & adults (14 years & up): 1-6 January 2024 
Married couples & families (specifically designed for married cou-
ples. Includes children's and teens program): 7-10 January 2024 
Special guest speakers: Dan & Stephanie Burke from the USA (co-
founders of the Avila Institute, presenters on EWTN & Dan is an author 
of over 15 books on Catholic spirituality) 
Where: NEGS (New England Girls' School), Armidale NSW 
For costs, additional information and TO REGISTER visit:  
http://www.immaculata.org.au/ims 

mailto:safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Dominican-order
https://www.britannica.com/place/Peru
http://www.caritas.org.au/gaza
http://www.sistersoftheimmaculata.org.au/ims


Your Prayers are requested for the  following, for whom Mass will be offered: 
 

Sick:  Ed & Rita MALAPITAN, Flossy RODROM, Isaac BOYLEN, Kathy BOWLING, Alex, Levi ONG,                    
Carmen CARUANA, Fernanda CHUNG, Rivan POULS, Gerald BOSOKY, Dominic ATTARD, Antonietta De MARTIN, 
Olivia TOOLE, Benito CARBONE, Leilah DANIEL, Dominic EMPEIGNE, Essa, Pamela MARTIN, Ivy FERNANDES,               
Royala & Gayle, Michael, Brian AULSEBROOK, Giuseppina ANDRONACO, Mariola, Rita DALLI,                                         
Alexander (Sandy) ANDERSON, Jessie ZAMMIT, John DEMICOLI, Judy DIVANI, Lachlan BENSON, Gino BORG,                  
Gung Jec MENG, Cindy CALDEJON, Julia CEFAI, Melda MIZZI, Rita SHAH, Virgilio MARIANO, Kristian SERIC, Gary LOMAS 

  

Recently Deceased:  Teresita BORTHWICK, Angelina Carigma CRUZ, Lloyd HOPE, Marilyn PALMER, Azaleayah MIKAERE  
 

Anniversary:   

 

Other:  Michael GRIMA, Jimmy FENECH , Marion FENECH, Maryanne FENECH, St Anthony, St Jude and St Rita, Holy Souls in 
Purgatory 

Baptisms:  If you wish to Baptise your child please 
contact the parish office to make an appointment with   
Fr Dominic or Fr Ben. 

 

Baptism:                        
This week, we welcome into the Catholic faith:  

Grace Bortolazzo 
May she always know the love of God and feel His guiding hand 
throughout her life. 

THANK YOU 
 

Thank you so much to ALL the volunteers for        
generously giving your time to assist in our Spring 

Fair.  Our volunteers are so valuable, and we are so grateful for 
your dedication and commitment .   
 

We thank the following:  
Multicultural Food Stalls - Assyrian/Chaldean, Australia,      
Croatia, Holland, India, Italy, Philippines, Tongan and Vietnam.  
  

Marketing Stalls - Barista, Blessed Creation, Fairy Floss, 
Glimaglam, Hawaiian Snow Cone, Lolina Floral & Gifts,           
M & M Cakes, Maria’s Handbags, Peach & May,                  
Rick’s Candles and Wattle Lane Designs. 
 

Our talented entertainers: Philippine Choir, St Peter & St 
Paul, Tammy & Trish, Tongan Dancers and West Dance Co. 
 

We also thank the Police Force for their support entertaining 
the kids, the Plant Stall for the abundance of beautiful plants, 
the JB Men’s Group, and our MC on the day Guy Zangari.  
 

We especially would like to thank the Committee with our   
deepest gratitude for their commitment to serve and for all their 
hard work and dedication in organizing this great day.  
 

Each one of you brought not only success to the Spring Fair but 
a community togetherness of fun and joy.  Our tummy was full 
of lovely, delicious food from our generous parishioners.  Our 
entertainers added flair, grace and enjoyment especially those 
dancers from 2 years old upwards.  Most of all thank you for all 
those who came to support and join in the 
fun. THANK YOU 

Fr Ben has a  
podcast!        

Move your phone 
camera over the 
QR code to be 
linked to the 

Youtube page.   

JORDAN YOUTH GROUP 
 

Years 5 & 6 Primary School students & Year 7 
High School students are welcome to join the   
Jordan Youth Group at John the Baptist Parish hall.   
 

Our aim is to encourage young people within our community to come 
together to engage, learn, pray, and become involved in spiritual life 
and explore our Catholic faith.  
 

Our next meeting is Saturday, 18th November.    
 

Location: John the Baptist Parish Hall 
Time: 3.00pm-5.00pm 
Cost: Free 
Afternoon tea will be provided. 
 

Our last meeting for the year will be Saturday 9th December. 
 

If you have any further queries or would like to volunteer your time and 
assist with the Jordan Youth group, please contact Tina Dunn on       
0439 492 920 or Silvana Scamardella on 0417 197 357. 

CHARITABLE WORKS FUND (CWF)        
PASTORAL APPEAL. The final Appeal for the 
year will be held next weekend (4-5/11).  The 

CWF is an essential partner in delivering vital social,  
advocacy and training programs in our local Sydney 
communities and we ask for your generous support of 
this appeal.  Thank you. 

ALL SOULS DAY MASS 
 

Thursday 2nd November at 7:00pm 

CATECHIST NEWS 
YOU ARE NEVER TOO OLD OR TOO YOUNG TO SHARE YOUR FAITH. 
Become a Catechist or Helper in 2024.  Half of Catholic children in  
Sydney are in public schools . Here at Bonnyrigg we teach over 1100 
children in 6 different public schools on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and 
Fridays.  
 

Share the hope and joy that Jesus brings with them and become a  
catechist or helper, you'll hand out activity books and help the Catechist 
in class. It is a commitment to teaching half an hour every week.  
 

You will need a WWCC number and attend some training sessions. 
New Recruit training will be held over TWO evening sessions on 
Wednesday 8th and 15th November at the St Augustine Centre 
(demountable behind the Montefano Hall, driveway is opposite the 
Smithfield RSL Club). Time – 6.30PM -8.30PM.  New recruits will need 
to attend both sessions. 
 

Do something of eternal significance- be a Catechist or helper!  We 
invite you to join this ministry and our wonderful JB Catechist Team . 
 

Any enquiries please contact: Nina Laureti 0408 465 149, Vicki Scutella 
0447310204 or Connie Dif  0413 694 007 



Next Sunday:   
31st Sunday in Ordinary Time - (Year A) 

First Reading:  Malachi 1:14-2:2, 8-10 
Second Reading:  1 Thessalonians 2:7-9, 13 

Gospel:  Matthew 23:1-12 

Copyright © 1996-2015 Universalis Publishing Limited: see www.universalis.com. Scripture readings from the 
Jerusalem Bible are published and copyright © 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman & Todd, Ltd and 
Doubleday, a div ision of Random House, Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. Text of the Psalms: 
Copyright © 1963, The Grail (England). Used with permission of A.P. Watt Ltd.  All rights reserved. 

First reading                      Exodus 22:20-26 
A reading from the book of Exodus 

The Lord said to Moses, ‘Tell the sons of Israel this: 
‘“You must not molest the stranger or oppress him, for you 

lived as strangers in the land of Egypt. You must not be 
harsh with the widow, or with the orphan; if you are harsh 
with them, they will surely cry out to me, and be sure I shall 
hear their cry; my anger will flare and I shall kill you with the 
sword, your own wives will be widows, your own children 
orphans. 

‘“If you lend money to any of my people, to any poor man 
among you, you must not play the usurer with him: you must 
not demand interest from him. 

‘“If you take another’s cloak as a pledge, you must give it 
back to him before sunset. It is all the covering he has; it is 
the cloak he wraps his body in; what else would he sleep in? 
If he cries to me, I will listen, for I am full of pity.”’ 
 

The Word of the Lord 
 
 
 
Responsorial Psalm                                          17: 2-4, 47, 51  
I love you, Lord, my strength. 

I love you, Lord, my strength, 
my rock, my fortress, my saviour. 
My God is the rock where I take refuge; 
my shield, my mighty help, my stronghold. 
The Lord is worthy of all praise, 
when I call I am saved from my foes. 

I love you, Lord, my strength. 

Long life to the Lord, my rock! 
Praised be the God who saves me, 
He has given great victories to his king 
and shown his love for his anointed. 

I love you, Lord, my strength. 
 
 
 
 
Second reading                         1 Thessalonians 1:5-10 
A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the 
Thessalonians 

You observed the sort of life we lived when we were with you, 
which was for your instruction, and you were led to become 
imitators of us, and of the Lord; and it was with the joy of the 
Holy Spirit that you took to the gospel, in spite of the great 
opposition all round you. This has made you the great 
example to all believers in Macedonia and Achaia since it 
was from you that the word of the Lord started to spread – 
and not only throughout Macedonia and Achaia, for the news 
of your faith in God has spread everywhere. We do not need 
to tell other people about it: other people tell us how we 
started the work among you, how you broke with idolatry 
when you were converted to God and became servants of 

the real, living God; and how you are now waiting for Jesus, 
his Son, whom he raised from the dead, to come from 
heaven to save us from the retribution which is coming. 
 

The word of the Lord 
 
 
 
Gospel Acclamation                                              John 14:23  
Alleluia, alleluia! 
All who love me will keep my words, 
and my Father will love them and we will come to them. 
Alleluia! 
 
 
 
 
Gospel                                                          Matthew 22:34-40 
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew 

When the Pharisees heard that Jesus had silenced the 
Sadducees they got together and, to disconcert him, one of 
them put a question, ‘Master, which is the greatest 
commandment of the Law?’ Jesus said, ‘You must love the 
Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with 
all your mind. This is the greatest and the first 
commandment. The second resembles it: You must love your 
neighbour as yourself. On these two commandments hang 
the whole Law, and the Prophets also.’ 
 

The Gospel of the Lord 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Parish Ministries: 
Parish Pastoral Council Chairman:   Jeff Lai  
Finance Committee:  Rosa Marciano  
Community Care:  Tina Dunn & Sharon Cook  
Readers and Catechists:  Nina Laureti  
Extraordinary Eucharistic Ministers: :  Linda Barilla  
Confirmation:  Linda Barilla  
Reconciliation and First Communion:  Tamara Vella  
Altar Servers - F r Dominic 

Children’s Liturgy:  Angela Galdas  
Church Linen:  Michelle De Luca  
Church Cleaners:  Ann Goria  
Piety Stall:  Millie Breaden  
Morning Teas:  Teresa Vartuli  
Jordan Youth Group:  Silvana Scamardella  
Housie and Money Counting:  Victoria Baltazar  
Men’s Group:  Branko Poljak  
For any inquiries, please call the parish office. 

Reflection Questions…..      
 The way I understand these two great commandments to be 

related is….. 
 When it comes to loving God, neighbour, and self, I struggle most 

with….. 
 To love God with all, I would need to….. 


