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MASSES THIS WEEK 
 

PSALTER  WEEK 4 

 
 
 
 

Monday  -  No Mass 
Tuesday  -  8:00am  

Wednesday  7:00pm 
St Albert the Great, bishop, 

doctor 
Thursday  -   9:00am 

St Margaret of Scotland 
St Gertrude, virgin 

    Friday  -  9:00am 
St Elizabeth of Hungary, 

religious 
Saturday  -  9:00am 

Dedication of the Basilicas of 
Sts Peter and Paul, apostles 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEXT SUNDAY   
18/19 NOVEMBER 

(33rd Sunday in Ordinary 
Time Year A) 

Saturday Vigil Mass: 
5:30pm 

 

Sunday Masses: 
8:00am, 10:00am & 5:30pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

4th Sunday of the Month: 
5:30pm Mass in Tagalog 

 
 
 
 
 

1st Friday of the Month: 
7:00pm Mass in 

Vietnamese 

 

 

Fatima First Saturday  
Rosary 7.45am 

Adoration 8.30am 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Reconciliations:  
Wednesday 7.30pm 

Saturday  4:15—5:00pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
Contact the Parish Office 

or Fr Dominic 0423 420 639 

   John the Baptist Catholic Parish 

Office:       9823 2572     
Email:   info@johnthebaptist.org.au 
Website:   www.johnthebaptist.org.au 
 
Office Hours:  Tue- Fri 9.00am to 4pm 
Parish Secretary:  Leanne Lang 
Bookkeeper:  Victoria Baltazar 

 
 
 
They said he had died. One morning in 1888 Alfred Nobel, the         

inventor of dynamite, who had amassed a fortune manufacturing and selling    
weapons of destruction, awoke to read his own obituary in the newspaper. Actually, 
it was his brother who had died, but a reporter mistakenly wrote Alfred’s obituary. 
For the first time Alfred Nobel saw himself as the world saw him: “The dynamite 
king” and nothing more. Nothing was mentioned about his efforts breaking down 
barriers between people and ideas. He was simply a merchant of death, and he 
would be remembered for that alone. 

Alfred was horrified. He determined that 
the world would know the true purpose of his 
life. So he wrote his last will and testament and 
left his fortune to establish that most valued of 
all prizes: the Nobel Peace Prize. Now the world 
has forgotten his dynamite legacy and            
remembers Nobel’s Peace prize, which was 
wisely created while Alfred was still alive. 
 Jesus gave us today’s Gospel story to warn us to choose wisely what to do 
when we still have time, before God calls us. There was “ten bridesmaids took their 
lamps and went to meet the bridegroom.” Five of the young ladies were wise and 
five were foolish. Five brought oil with which to refill their lamps and five did not. 
The bridegroom comes and there is frantic preparation. The foolish have no oil for 
their lamps. The wise tell them to go and buy some, and in the meantime the bride-
groom comes. The wise go into the celebration and the foolish are left outside. The 
message is: “stay awake, because you do not know either the day or the hour.”     
 Let us pray that we will live our life to the full and will try to do what we are 
supposed to do before it’s too late, and always be ready to learn from our mistakes 
so that we can be a better person. 
   

Parents Prayer 
Our children are little only once Lord. Grant me the wisdom and patience to teach 

them 
to follow in your footsteps and prepare them for what is to come. 

They are little only once Lord. Make me take the time to play pretend, to pray, to 
read or tell a story; to cuddle. Don’t let me for one minute think anything is more  

important than the school play, 
the recital, the big game, fishing, or the quiet walk hand in hand. 

All too soon Lord they will grow away and there is no turning back. 
Let me have my memories with no regrets. 

Please help me to be a good parent, Lord. When I must discipline - let me do it in 
love, 

let me be firm, but fair; let me correct and explain with patience. 
They are growing away Lord. While I have the chance let me do my best for them. 

For the rest of our lives, please Lord, let me be their very best friend. 

Thirty Second Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year A)  
11th  & 12th November, 2023 



Ministries  
Next Week     
18/19 NOV 

Sat  
5.30 pm 

Sun  
8.00 am 

Sun  
10 am 

Sun  
5:30 pm 

READERS: M Camilleri 
L Krslovic 

J Poljak 
L Agoo 

M Zangari 
G Zangari 

R Capolupo 
V Arbanas 

Extraordinary  
MINISTERS 
EUCHARIST: 

F Bushby 
M Camilleri 

M Finn 

L Agoo 
Delicia Vella 
A Liberatore 

 

M Aulsebrook 
R Hibbs 
J Habib 

N Laureti 

S Cook 
G Vanderwert 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney 
Abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime 
are the police. If you – or anyone you know – have been 
abused, please contact the police.  

Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity 
Office at (02) 9390 5810 or  
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want to speak 
to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. 
The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 

Feasts of the Week 

St Elizabeth of Hungary was born in Hungary in 1207.  
The daughter of the King of Hungary.  Elizabeth chose a 
life of penance and asceticism when a life of leisure and 
luxury could easily have been hers.  This choice         
endeared her in the hearts of the common people 
throughout Europe.  At the age of 14, she married  Louis 

of Thuringia, whom she deeply loved.  They had three children.  
Under the spiritual direction of a Franciscan friar, she led a life of 
prayer, sacrifice, and service to the poor and sick.  Seeking to 
become one with the poor, she wore simple clothing.  Daily she 
would take bread to hundreds of the poorest in the land who 
came to her gate.  After six years of marriage, her husband died 
in the Crusades, and Elizabeth was grief-stricken.  Her husbands        
family looked upon her as squandering the royal purse, and  
mistreated her, finally throwing her our of the palace.  The return 
of her husband’s allies from the Crusades resulted in her being 
reinstated, since her son was legal heir to the throne.  In 1228, 
Elizabeth joined the Secular Franciscan Order, spending the 
remaining few years of her life caring for the poor in a hospital 
which she founded in honour of St Francis of Assisi.  Elizabeth’s 
health declined, and she died before her 24th birthday in 1231.  
Her great popularity resulted in her canonization four years later.  
Feast Day:  November 17 

St Albert the Great Albert was born is Swabia - a   
region that now contains Stuttgart, Germany around 
1200.  He studied at the Universities of Padua and 
Paris, which then was the intellectual centre of     
western Europe.  He joined the Dominican Order and 
became the first German Dominican friar to receive a 
master of theology degree.  Albert became one of the 

great scholars of his age.  He led the way introducing the      
writings of Aristotle to Western thought.  He pioneered the use of 
the inductive method of reasoning.  Albert was also a renowned 
scholar and researcher in natural sciences studying animals, 
bird, insects, plants and minerals.  His 40 volumes of writings 
served as an encyclopedia of human knowledge at the time in 
physics, geography, astronomy, mineralogy, chemistry, biology,          
mathematics, scripture, philosophy and theology.  His              
contemporaries called him “Albert the Great” (“Albertus          
Magnus”) and “universal doctor”.  Thomas Aquinas was his pupil 
in Cologne, who would also become a doctor of the Church and 
a saint.  Albert preached throughout the German and Bohemian 
regions, becoming one of the most famous preachers of western 
Europe.  In 1256, he became papal theologian in Rome. Many of 
his writings focused on Mary, Mother of Jesus.  He died in 1280.  
In 1931, Pope Pius XI proclaimed him a saint and doctor of the 
church.  In 1941, Pope Pius XII proclaimed him patron saint of all 
natural scientists.  Feast Day:  November 15 

St Margaret of Scotland or Margaret of Wessex, 
was an English princess born in Hungary to      
Princess Agatha of Hungary and English Prince 
Edward the Exile around 1045. Margaret's family 

fled from William the Conqueror after his victory at the Battle of 
Hastings in 1066. Her widowed mother set out to take her     
children north to Northumbria. She married King Malcom and 
became Queen. She was well-known for her deep life of prayer 
and piety.  She had new churches built and she promoted the 
arts and education in Scotland. She encouraged Church synods 
and was involved in efforts to correct the religious abuses      
involving Bishops, priests and laypeople. Her impact in Scotland 
led her to being referred to as, "The Pearl of Scotland." Margaret 
passed away four days after her husband, on November 16, 
1093. In 1250, Pope Innocent IV canonized Margaret as a Saint,          
acknowledging her life of holiness and extraordinary virtue. She 
was honoured for her work for reform of the Church and her    
personal holiness  Feast Day:  November 16 

                                                   We would like to thank you again for     
                                                   your generosity, whether it be a one- 
                                                   off gift or through your commitment as  
                                                   a Mission Partner, through the recent 
                                                   Catholic Mission Appeal. 
      

                                                   Your generosity and prayers are  
                                                   supporting life-changing mission   
                                                   programs like the Maria Auxiliadora 
                                                   Clinic in Venilale, Timor-Leste,     
                                                   where they are addressing critical                            
                                                   health issues such as tuberculosis,  
                                                   malnutrition and maternal mortality.    

To learn more about the impact of your support, visit                     
catholicmission.org.au/our-work, where you can also sign-up for our 
regular newsletter.   
 

If you have missed your opportunity to learn abour this vital mission 
program, or want to give a gift in support please go to                
catholicmission.org.au/timor today. 

PARISH HOUSIE VOLUNTEERS: 
We are in need of volunteers to help with our Parish   
Housie at the Liverpool Catholic Club on Saturdays from 
12:00pm to around 4:45pm on a monthly roster.  If you 
can  assist in anyway please see Fr Dominic or contact 
the parish office on 9823 2572.  

St Gertrude was born in Eiselben in Saxony.  At the age 
of 5, she was placed in the care of the Benedictine 
Nuns and later became a nun in the same order.  She 

enjoyed a good education and wrote and composed 
in Latin. She died in 1302.  Feast Day:  November 16 

Invites you to our November  
Men's Group meeting 

Friday 17
th

 November at 7:30pm 
 

This month, we’ll be having our Gospel reading followed by 
David Harrison’s testimony, David formerly led the Catholic 
Archdiocese of Sydney’s “Life, Marriage & Family” Office. 
Hope to see you there! 
 

Together we empower each other to become Christ-like role 
models in our families and community.  
 

To join the men's group or to find out more, email 

jbmg@johnthebaptist.org.au or call/SMS Daniel on               
0411 254 520 

JORDAN YOUTH GROUP 
 

Years 5 & 6 Primary School students & Year 7 
High School students are welcome to join the   
Jordan Youth Group at John the Baptist Parish hall.   
 

Our aim is to encourage young people within our community to come 
together to engage, learn, pray, and become involved in spiritual life 
and explore our Catholic faith.  
 

Our next meeting is Saturday, 18th November.    
 

Location: John the Baptist Parish Hall 
Time: 3.00pm-5.00pm 
Cost: Free 
Afternoon tea will be provided. 
 

Our last meeting for the year will be Saturday 9th December. 
 

If you have any further queries or would like to volunteer your time and 
assist with the Jordan Youth group, please contact Tina Dunn on       
0439 492 920 or Silvana Scamardella on 0417 197 357. 

mailto:safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org


Your Prayers are requested for the  following, for whom Mass will be offered: 
 

Sick:  Ed & Rita MALAPITAN, Flossy RODROM, Isaac BOYLEN, Kathy BOWLING, Alex, Levi ONG,                    
Carmen CARUANA, Fernanda CHUNG, Rivan POULS, Gerald BOSOKY, Dominic ATTARD, Antonietta De MARTIN, 
Olivia TOOLE, Benito CARBONE, Leilah DANIEL, Dominic EMPEIGNE, Essa, Pamela MARTIN, Ivy FERNANDES,               
Royala & Gayle, Michael, Brian AULSEBROOK, Giuseppina ANDRONACO, Mariola, Rita DALLI,                                         
Alexander (Sandy) ANDERSON, Jessie ZAMMIT, John DEMICOLI, Judy DIVANI, Lachlan BENSON, Gino BORG,                  
Gung Jec MENG, Cindy CALDEJON, Julia CEFAI, Melda MIZZI, Rita SHAH, Virgilio MARIANO, Kristian SERIC, Gary LOMAS 

 

 Recently Deceased:  Rufina REIS, Marija DRENOVAC, Silvana MAIOLO, Teresita BORTHWICK, Angelina Carigma CRUZ, 
Lloyd HOPE, Marilyn PALMER 

 

Anniversary:  Bishop William (Bill) WRIGHT, Leah R FERNANDEZ, Paolo PAIANO, Agatino SACCA, Andre De SOUSA,         
Joan LOUIS 

Other:  Michael GRIMA, Jimmy FENECH , Marion FENECH, Maryanne FENECH, St Anthony, St Jude and St Rita, Holy Souls in 
Purgatory 

Baptisms:  If you wish to Baptise your child please 
contact the parish office to make an appointment with   
Fr Dominic or Fr Ben. 

 

Baptism:                        
This week, we welcome into the Catholic faith:  

Gianna  Ferraro 
May she always know the love of God and feel His guiding hand 
throughout her life. 

Fr Ben has a  
podcast!       

 

Move your phone 
camera over the 
QR code to be 
linked to the 

Youtube page.   

CHARITABLE WORKS FUND (CWF)  
PASTORAL APPEAL.                             
Thank you to everyone who so gave so generously 
to the Appeal to the vital ministries of the Church in 

service to those who need it most. In hospitals, churches, 
schools, communities and families, your donation is making our 
world a loving, caring and compassionate place.  
Your tax-deductible gift changes lives. Thank you!   

THANK YOU 
 

Thank you so much to ALL the volunteers for        
generously giving your time to assist in our Spring 

Fair.  Our volunteers are so valuable, and we are so grateful for 
your dedication and commitment .   
 

We especially would like to thank the Committee members: 
Sharon Cook, Josie Barilla, Amanda Newell, Maria Giglio and 
Susan Ives including Caterina Quiroga and Malcolm Ives with 
our deepest gratitude for their commitment to serve and for all 
their hard work and dedication in organizing this great day.  
 

Thank you to our JB Primary School Principal Brendan  
O’Connor for the use of the school grounds and Freeman  
Catholic College for their support. 
 

Each one of you brought not only success to the Spring Fair but 
a community togetherness of fun and joy.  Our tummy was full 
of lovely, delicious food from our generous parishioners.  Our  
entertainers added flair, grace and enjoyment especially those 
dancers from 2 years old upwards.  Most of all thank you for all 
those who came to support and join in the fun.  
THANK YOU 
 

A BIG THANK YOU to all of you who lovingly nurtured      
cuttings to donate to the Plant Stall at our Spring Fair.  Thanks 
also to Brendan O’Connor, our Primary School Principal, who 
made it possible for plants that were not sold on the day to be 
sold the following week to teachers and parents. 
All money raised, at total of $1008, went to the Community Care 
Fund. 
We are most grateful to you for helping us raise this money not 
only by your donations, but by giving so much of your time to 
help us stock our stall.  We are equally grateful to you for the 
smiles, you put on people’s faces when they purchased your 
beautiful plants at a bargain price. 
The Community Care Group is keen to put funds 
towards worthy causes. 
If you know anyone in need, either financially, or 
emotionally, please let Fr Dominic know. 

RECONCILIATION & COMMUNION SACRAMENT PROGRAM 2024 
 

Enrolment for the Sacrament Program for Reconciliation and           
Communion is now open.  Children who have been Baptised and are in 
Year 4 or above in 2024 are welcome to enrol. 
 

LESSON INFORMATION 
Reconciliation Lessons - 4 weeks in Term 1, 2024 (1hr each week 
held in the Church) ending in March. 
 

Communion Lessons - 4 weeks in Term 2, 2024 (1hr each week held 
in the Church) ending in June. 
 

Enrolment Information Evening will be held on Tuesday 6  
February 2024 at 7pm in the Church.  Parents can select their lesson 
times in early February 2024.  
 

To enrol complete the form by vising 
https://www.trybooking.com/CNAHI 
 

Any questions please call Tamara 0424 166 248 

In November we pray for the dead.  If you would like your 
loved ones names printed in our November Book of             
Remembrance please contact the parish office or write their 
names on the November Mass Offering envelopes provided in 

the Church and either place it onto the plate at Mass or pop it into 
the parish office.  If you would like us to pray for your loved one and 
do not wish their names to be published please let us know. Thanks 



Next Sunday:   
33nd Sunday in Ordinary Time - (Year A) 

First Reading:  Proverbs 31:10-13, 19-20, 30-31 
Second Reading:  1 Thessalonians 5:1-6 

Gospel:  Matthew 25:14-30 

Copyright © 1996-2015 Universalis Publishing Limited: see www.universalis.com. Scripture readings from the 
Jerusalem Bible are published and copyright © 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman & Todd, Ltd and 
Doubleday, a div ision of Random House, Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. Text of the Psalms: 
Copyright © 1963, The Grail (England). Used with permission of A.P. Watt Ltd.  All rights reserved. 

First reading                       Wisdom 6:12-16 
A reading from the book of Wisdom  

Wisdom is bright, and does not grow dim. 
By those who love her she is readily seen, 
and found by those who look for her. 
Quick to anticipate those who desire her, she makes herself 

known to them. 
Watch for her early and you will have no trouble; 
you will find her sitting at your gates. 
Even to think about her is understanding fully grown; 
be on the alert for her and anxiety will quickly leave you. 
She herself walks about looking for those who are worthy of 

her 
and graciously shows herself to them as they go, 
in every thought of theirs coming to meet them. 
 

The Word of the Lord 
 
 
 
Responsorial Psalm                                                       62:2-8 
My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God. 

O God, you are my God, for you I long; 
for you my soul is thirsting. 
My body pines for you 
like a dry, weary land without water. 

My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God. 

So I gaze on you in the sanctuary 
to see your strength and your glory. 
For your love is better than life, 
my lips will speak your praise. 

My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God. 

So I will bless you all my life, 
in your name I will lift up my hands. 
My soul shall be filled as with a banquet, 
my mouth shall praise you with joy. 

My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God. 

On my bed I remember you. 
On you I muse through the night 
for you have been my help; 
in the shadow of your wings I rejoice. 

My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God. 
 
 
 
 
Second reading                       1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 
A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the 
Thessalonians 

We want you to be quite certain, brothers, about those who 
have died, to make sure that you do not grieve about them, 
like the other people who have no hope. We believe that 
Jesus died and rose again, and that it will be the same for 

those who have died in Jesus: God will bring them with him. 
We can tell you this from the Lord’s own teaching, that any of 
us who are left alive until the Lord’s coming will not have any 
advantage over those who have died. At the trumpet of God, 
the voice of the archangel will call out the command and the 
Lord himself will come down from heaven; those who have 
died in Christ will be the first to rise, and then those of us who 
are still alive will be taken up in the clouds, together with 
them; to meet the Lord in the air. So we shall stay with the 
Lord for ever. With such thoughts as these you should 
comfort one another. 
 

The word of the Lord 
 
 
 
Gospel Acclamation                                  Matthew 24:42, 44  
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Be watchful and ready: 
you know not when the Son of Man is coming. 
Alleluia. 
 
 
 
Gospel                                                            Matthew 25:1-13 
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew 

 Jesus told this parable to his disciples: ‘The kingdom of 
heaven will be like this: Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and 
went to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish and 
five were sensible: the foolish ones did take their lamps, but 
they brought no oil, whereas the sensible ones took flasks of 
oil as well as their lamps. The bridegroom was late, and they 
all grew drowsy and fell asleep. But at midnight there was a 
cry, “The bridegroom is here! Go out and meet him.” At this, 
all those bridesmaids woke up and trimmed their lamps, and 
the foolish ones said to the sensible ones, “Give us some of 
your oil: our lamps are going out.” But they replied, “There 
may not be enough for us and for you; you had better go to 
those who sell it and buy some for yourselves.” They had 
gone off to buy it when the 
bridegroom arrived. Those who 
were ready went in with him to the 
wedding hall and the door was 
closed. The other bridesmaids 
arrived later. “Lord, Lord,” they said 
“open the door for us.” But he 
replied, “I tell you solemnly, I do 
not know you.” So stay awake, 
because you do not know either 
the day or the hour.’ 
 

The Gospel of the Lord 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parish Ministries: 
Parish Pastoral Council Chairman:   Jeff Lai  
Finance Committee:  Rosa Marciano  
Community Care:  Tina Dunn & Sharon Cook  
Readers and Catechists:  Nina Laureti  
Extraordinary Eucharistic Ministers: :  Linda Barilla  
Confirmation:  Linda Barilla  
Reconciliation and First Communion:  Tamara Vella  
Altar Servers - F r Dominic 

Children’s Liturgy:  Angela Galdas  
Church Linen:  Michelle De Luca  
Church Cleaners:  Ann Goria  
Piety Stall:  Millie Breaden  
Morning Teas:  Teresa Vartuli  
Jordan Youth Group:  Silvana Scamardella  
Housie and Money Counting:  Victoria Baltazar  
Men’s Group:  Branko Poljak  
For any inquiries, please call the parish office. 

Reflection Questions…..      
 I “sleep away” opportunities to encounter Christ when I….. 
 The second coming of Christ has an impact on the way I live daily 

in that….. 
 What is means to me to be “wise” during the “long delay” of the 

Bridegroom’s coming is….. 


