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Fr Dominic Dinh  
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MASSES THIS WEEK 
 

PSALTER  WEEK 2  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Monday  -  No Mass 
Tuesday  -  8:00am  

Wednesday  7:00pm 
St Anthony, abbot 

Thursday  -   9:00am 
    Friday  -  9:00am 
Saturday  -  9:00am 

St Fabian, pope, martyr 
St Sebastian, martyr 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEXT SUNDAY   
20/21 JANUARY 

(3rd Sunday in Ordinary 
Time Year B) 

Saturday Vigil Mass: 
5:30pm 

 

Sunday Masses: 
8:00am, 10:00am & 5:30pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4th Sunday of the Month: 
5:30pm Mass in Tagalog 

 
 
 
 
 

1st Friday of the Month: 
7:00pm Mass in 

Vietnamese 

 
 

Fatima First Saturday  
Rosary 7.45am 

Adoration 8.30am 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Reconciliations:  
Wednesday 7.30pm 

Saturday  4:15—5:00pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
Contact the Parish Office 

or Fr Dominic 0423 420 639 

   John the Baptist Catholic Parish 

Office:       9823 2572     
Email:   info@johnthebaptist.org.au 
Website:   www.johnthebaptist.org.au 
 
Office Hours:  Tue- Fri 9.00am to 4pm 
Parish Secretary:  Leanne Lang 
Bookkeeper:  Victoria Baltazar 

 
 
 

A young man was in front of me coming out of the Church one Sunday, and 
as always the priest was standing at the door shaking hands as the congregation 
departed. He grabbed this young man by the hand and pulled him aside. The 
priest said to him, “You need to join the army of the Lord!” the man replied, “I’m 
already in the army of the Lord, Father.” The priest questioned, “How come I don’t 
see you here except for Christmas and Easter?” He whispered back, “I’m in the 
secret service.” 

 In today’s Gospel we hear 
Jesus question his disciples “What 
do you want?” and his call, “Come 
and see.“ Jesus invites his  

disciples to the way, the inner truth 
and life that is in him and comes 
through him. “They came and saw 
where he stayed and they stayed 
with him that day.” The disciples 
visited Jesus physically, and after 
they experienced where he was 
interiorly and to some degree shared in his light, and life. And they responded to 
His call to the service of his gospel. The question of vocations is causing alarm in 
certain Church circles. The average age of the priesthood is rising steadily while 
the number of those entering the seminary continues to decline. Some speculate 
that if the present trends continue, large areas of the Church will be deprived of the 
services of a priest in the next few decades. I have no doubt that God calls  

everyone in some way or other. There is no shortage of vocations if we understand 
it in a broaden mean - a new call to live and witness to the Good News. 

 Let us pray that we all will grow closer to the person of Christ and may we 
commit ourselves to live His Good News to the full. 
 
Catechism of the Catholic Church 

1694  Incorporated into Christ by Baptism, Christians are ‘dead to sin and alive to 
God in Christ Jesus’ and so participate in the life of the Risen Lord. Following 
Christ and united with him, Christians can strive to be ‘imitators of God as beloved 
children, and walk in love’ by conforming their thoughts, words and actions to the 
‘mind… which is yours in Christ Jesus’, and by following his example. 
 

Bible Trivia 
1. Where did Job live? 
2. How soon after his birth was Jesus given his name? 
3. How many years did it take for Solomon to build his own palace? 

2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year B) 
13th & 14th January, 2024 



Ministries  
Next Week     
20/21 JAN 

Sat  
5.30 pm 

Sun  
8.00 am 

Sun  
10 am 

Sun  
5:30 pm 

READERS: G Turnbull 
M Camilleri 

J Finucane 
L Agoo 

J Mataele 
E Villegas 

V Arbanas 
R Capolupo 

Extraordinary  
MINISTERS 
EUCHARIST: 

A Jameson 
A Pace 
D Toma 

L Barilla 
L Agoo 

Delicia Vella 

S Hambrook 
E Villegas 
C Porreca 

M Aulsebrook 

G Vanderwert 
R Imbert 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney 
Abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime 
are the police. If you – or anyone you know – have been 
abused, please contact the police.  

Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity 
Office at (02) 9390 5810 or  
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want to speak 
to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. 
The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 

Feasts of the Week 

PARISH HOUSIE VOLUNTEERS: 
We are in need of volunteers to help with our Parish     
Housie at the Liverpool Catholic Club on Saturdays from 
12:00pm to around 4:45pm on a monthly roster.  If you 
can assist in anyway please contact Valerie Buhajiar on 
0417 244 285 

St Sebastian was born in Narbonne, France in 256AD.  
He was a captain in the Praetorian Guard.  An early 
Christian saint and martyr, he was sentenced to die via 
bow and arrow for being a Christian.  Left for dead he 
eventually healed only to be martyred again by the  
emperor, beaten to death by clubs and thrown into the 

sewers.  His body was recovered by a Christian woman, named 
Lucina, and she secretly buried him in the catacombs beneath 
Rome.  Nearly 80 years after his death, around 367, his remains 
were moved to a basilica in Rome.  His body, or at least some 
relics from his body were reportedly removed and shared with a 
community of monks in France.  His cranium was sent to a    
German monastery where it was placed in a special silver case 
in 934.  The relics remains in its case today in a special reliquary 
in Ebersberg. 
Feast Day:  January 20 

St Anthony the Abbot was born in Egypt in the 3rd    
century AD.  Following the death of his parents when 
he was about 20, Anthony insured that his sister     
completed her education, then he sold his house,    
furniture, and the land he owned and gave the        
proceeds to the poor.  He was a very spiritual person 
who believed in living the Jesus life.  He became a 

hermit and lived alone.  When people eventually found him, he 
moved even further away, eating only bread and water, praying, 
fasting and wearing skins as clothing.  Wise men from as far 
away as Greece sought his guidance.  Some were healed    
physically, many were comforted by his words and  others 
stayed to learn from him.  He founded two monasteries on the 
Nile.  He lived until 105 years of age, becoming the most famous 
monk of ancient Christendom, a noble example of an ascetic life 
of  austerity, sacrifice and extreme solitude. 
Feast Day:  January 17 

Conscience: the heroic vocation 

In all walk of life there are dramatic situations when Christians 
believe that they are called by God to witness to the truth. This 
often involves a serious issue of right or wrong, when someone 
is confronted by what is known as a question of conscience. 
The person is challenged to take a stand, to make a dramatic 
choice between good and evil. In that kind of situation people 
find that they are called in conscience to witness to truth. They 
are called to be just, even at the risk of losing their own        
freedom, or their lives.  

It is a special vocation to be ‘prophet’, that is, a servant-leader 
of others . This is evident in the lives of men and women who 
’give up everything’ and leave their 
own country to serve people        
suffering from poverty and injustice 
in some distant land. Often times  
people are confronted by a great 
need. They find themselves in a  
critical situation that challenges 
them. They either respond or run 
away. 

Vocation and daily life 

Not all are called to a heroic       
vocation or challenged to become 
martyrs. Most of us do not live in an 
oppressive society under fear and 
pressure. Daily life is comparatively 
easy for many in a democratic, 
prosperous society. There is plenty to eat, with opportunities for 
recreation and entertainment. 

Because life is comfortable for many, it is easy to lose sight of 
meaning and purpose in life, and just drift along with the flow, 
having a good time. But according to a Christian outlook, life is 
meant to be lived to the full in a way that is open to others. 
When daily life includes a sense of plan and purpose, life can 
only become better. A healthy sense of ’I know where I’m going’ 
also helps people with personal problems, or who face        
challenges at home or heath issues. At the same time, a good 
life involves some tough decisions, and that requires making  
sacrifices.  
There are many obvious examples of people who make voca-
tional and life sacrifices: champions at sport, skilled musicians, 
good parents, successful business people. They all give up 
something in order to go forward in life. Ant student who wants 
to do well has to make some sacrifices, by cutting back televi-
sion or internet and organising a daily timetable for study. This 
is how any young person can develop a mature approach to life. 

It is a question of attitude! Attitudes reveal whether a    
person has a vocational understanding of life or not. One 
key to this is the      
attitude people take 
about making choices. 
Since childhood we 
have been reminded 
about good choices. A 
sense of vocation in 
life requires not    
evading choices but 
making wise ones. 
Sometimes this will 
also involve taking a 
risk, even the risk of failure. 

Our competitive free-market society does not favour 
someone who has ’failed in business’. But people grow 
and learn, not only by making mistakes, but even by    
failing. Sometimes they discovered that finding one’s    
vocation in life means much more than success or failure 
in terms of money, image, style or fame. Vocation is not 
only finding what you are meant to do in life, but who you 
are meant to be.  
To Know, Worship and Love, Catholic Studies for Senior 
Secondary Students p. 124-126.  

Reflect on the Statement ‘God has created me to do 
Him some definite service’. What does this mean to 
you ? 

St Fabian Pope Fabian born in 200AD in Rome,  Italy.  
He was the bishop of Rome from 10 January 236 to 
his death on 20 January 250. He is famous for the 
miraculous nature of his election, in which a dove is 
said to have descended on his head to mark him as 
the Holy Spirit's unexpected choice to become the next 

pope.  Being reminded of the Baptism of our Lord, the council 
elected Fabian Pope.                                                                                        
Feast Day: January 20 

mailto:safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org


Your Prayers are requested for the  following, for whom Mass will be offered: 
 

Sick:  Rosalinda Marcelo GANDO, Nada BIRKIC, Remedios BALANSAY, Matthew AZZOPARDI, Gabriella, Alexandra, 
Charles, Robert and Michael, Peter CASEY, Ed & Rita MALAPITAN, Kathy BOWLING, Alex, Levi ONG,  

    Carmen CARUANA, Fernanda CHUNG, Rivan POULS, Antonietta De MARTIN, Olivia TOOLE, Benito CARBONE,  
    Leilah DANIEL, Dominic EMPEIGNE, Essa, Pamela MARTIN, Ivy FERNANDES, Royala & Gayle, Michael, Brian AULSEBROOK, 

Giuseppina ANDRONACO, Mariola, Rita DALLI, Alexander (Sandy) ANDERSON, Jessie ZAMMIT, Judy DIVANI,  
    Lachlan BENSON, Gino BORG, Gung Jec MENG, Cindy CALDEJON, Julia CEFAI, Melda MIZZI, Rita SHAH,  
    Virgilio MARIANO, Kristian SERIC, Gary LOMAS 
 

 Recently Deceased:  Basil SAMANDAR, Consuelo DEL VALLE, Rita Jimenez OLANO, Francis AGIUS, Brendan BLAHA, Vittoria 
ZADRO 

Anniversary:  Charlie SALIBA, Sam FENECH 
 

Other:  Clifford FERNANDES, Gloria O’BRIEN, Michael GRIMA, Jimmy FENECH , Marion FENECH, Maryanne FENECH,  

Baptisms:  If you wish to Baptise your child please 
contact the parish office to make an appointment with   
Fr Dominic. 

 

Bible Trivia 
1. Uz (Job 1:1) 
2. 8 days (Luke 2:21) 
3. 13 years (1Kings 7:1) 

RECONCILIATION & COMMUNION SACRAMENT PROGRAM 2024 
 

Enrolment for the Sacrament Program for Reconciliation and           
Communion is now open.  Children who have been Baptised and are in 
Year 4 or above in 2024 are welcome to enrol. 
 

LESSON INFORMATION 
Reconciliation Lessons - 4 weeks in Term 1, 2024 (1hr each week 
held in the Church) ending in March. 
 

Communion Lessons - 4 weeks in Term 2, 2024 (1hr each week held 
in the Church) ending in June. 
 

Enrolment Information Evening will be held on Tuesday 6  
February 2024 at 7pm in the Church.  Parents can select their lesson 
times in early February 2024.  
 

To enrol complete the form by visiting 
https://www.trybooking.com/CNAHI 
 

Any questions please call Tamara 0424 166 248 

LIVERPOOL CEMETERY MONTHLY MASS 
 

The monthly Mass for those interred at Liverpool  
Cemetery has returned to the Cemetery.  The Mass is held 
on the third (3rd) Wednesday of the month at 10:30am in the 
Padre Pio Chapel.  The next Mass will be held on  
Wednesday, 17th January at 10:30am in the  
Padre Pio Chapel.  Morning tea will be served after the 
Mass. 

An agitated patient was stomping around the  
psychiatrist’s office, running his hands through his hair, 
almost in tears. “Doctor, my memory’s gone. Gone! I 
can’t remember my wife’s name. Can’t remember my 
children’s names. Can’t remember what kind of car I 
drive. Can’t remember where I work.” “Calm down. Calm 
down. How long have you been like this?”   “Like 
what?” 

                PARISH SUPPERS 
Our Parish is in need of volunteers to assist with  
suppers after the Saturday 5:30pm Mass. 

 

If you are interested in helping please call Teresa Vartuli our 
coordinator on 0413 835 250 and you will be placed on a 
roster once a month.  
Thank you. 

John the Baptist Men’s Group 
Invites you to our January meeting. 
FRIDAY 19TH JANUARY at 7.30pm 
 

Is part of your New Year’s Resolution to 
grow as a person? If it is, consider taking the inspiring     
journey of deepening your faith with other men. 
 

This month, we’ll be having our Gospel reading followed by  
coffee and an informal chat.  Hope to see you there! 
 

Together we empower each other to become Christ-like role 
models in our families and community. 
 

To join the men’s group or to find out more, email 
jbmg@johnthebaptist.org.au or call/SMS Daniel on  
0411 254 520. 

If you know of anyone who can no longer attend 
mass due to illness; or if you have noticed one of 
our parishioners is no longer attending mass, 
could you please let the priests or the office know.  

THANKSGIVING MASS AND FAREWELL DINNER  -  Friday 19th January 2024 
 

Name:  ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Number attending:  ________                                            Phone: _______________________________ 
 
Email:  ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

VOLUNTEERS THANK YOU MASS AND DINNER 
 

As the members of John the Baptist parish, we all enjoy the  
benefits of voluntary work. You are selfless people who work out 
of the goodness of your heart. We would like you to know how 
much we appreciate you. Hence I would like to take this  
opportunity to invite you to the Volunteers’ Gathering, which is 
being held on Friday 19th January 2024. 

 

Thanksgiving Mass at 6:00pm 
Followed by Dinner at 7:00pm 

 

If you wish to attend please complete the tear of 
slip below with your name, number of  people 
attending and contact details for catering  
purposes and hand to Fr Dominic or the parish 
office by Sunday 14th January 2024. 



Next Sunday:   
3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time - (Year B) 

First Reading:  Jonah 3:1-5, 10 
Second Reading:  1 Corinthians 7:29-31 

Gospel:  Mark 1:14-20 

Copyright © 1996-2015 Universalis Publishing Limited: see www.universalis.com. Scripture readings from the 
Jerusalem Bible are published and copyright © 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman & Todd, Ltd and 
Doubleday, a div ision of Random House, Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. Text of the Psalms: 
Copyright © 1963, The Grail (England). Used with permission of A.P. Watt Ltd.  All rights reserved. 

First reading                                1 Samuel 3:3-10, 19 
A reading from the first book of Samuel 

Samuel was lying in the sanctuary of the Lord, where the ark 
of God was, when the Lord called, ‘Samuel! Samuel!’ He 
answered, ‘Here I am.’ Then he ran to Eli and said, ‘Here I 
am, since you called me.’ Eli said, ‘I did not call. Go back and 
lie down.’ So he went and lay down. Once again the Lord 
called, ‘Samuel! Samuel!’ Samuel got up and went to Eli and 
said, ‘Here I am, since you called me.’ He replied, ‘I did not 
call you, my son; go back and lie down.’ Samuel had as yet 
no knowledge of the Lord and the word of the Lord had not 
yet been revealed to him. Once again the Lord called, the 
third time. He got up and went to Eli and said, ‘Here I am, 
since you called me.’ Eli then understood that it was the Lord 
who was calling the boy, and he said to Samuel, ‘Go and lie 
down, and if someone calls say, “Speak, Lord, your servant is 
listening.”’ So Samuel went and lay down in his place. 

The Lord then came and stood by, calling as he had done 
before, ‘Samuel! Samuel!’ Samuel answered, ‘Speak, Lord, 
your servant is listening.’ 

Samuel grew up and the Lord was with him and let no word 
of his fall to the ground. 

 

The Word of the Lord 
 
 
 
Responsorial Psalm                                                 39:2, 4, 7-10 
Here am I, Lord; I come to do your will. 

I waited, I waited for the Lord 
and he stooped down to me; 
he heard my cry. 
He put a new song into my mouth, 
praise of our God. 

Here am I, Lord; I come to do your will. 

You do not ask for sacrifice and offerings, 
but an open ear. 
You do not ask for holocaust and victim. 
Instead, here am I. 

Here am I, Lord; I come to do your will. 

In the scroll of the book it stands written 
that I should do your will. 
My God, I delight in your law 
in the depth of my heart. 

Here am I, Lord; I come to do your will. 

Your justice I have proclaimed 
in the great assembly. 
My lips I have not sealed; 
you know it, O Lord. 

Here am I, Lord; I come to do your will. 
 
 
 

Second reading                    I Corinthians 6:13-15, 17-20 
 A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians 

The body is not meant for fornication: it is for the Lord, and 
the Lord for the body. God, who raised the Lord from the 
dead, will by his power raise us up too. 

You know, surely, that your bodies are members making 
up the body of Christ; do you think I can take parts of Christ’s 
body and join them to the body of a prostitute? Never! But 
anyone who is joined to the Lord is one spirit with him. 

Keep away from fornication. All the other sins are 
committed outside the body; but to fornicate is to sin against 
your own body. Your body, you know, is the temple of the 
Holy Spirit, who is in you since you received him from God. 
You are not your own property; you have been bought and 
paid for. That is why you should use your body for the glory 
of God. 

 

The word of the Lord 
 
 
Gospel Acclamation                                              John 1:41, 17 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
We have found the Messiah: 
Jesus Christ, who brings us truth and grace. 
Alleluia! 
 
 
Gospel                                                                     John 1:35-42 
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to John 

As John stood with two of his disciples, Jesus passed, and 
John stared hard at him and said, ‘Look, there is the lamb of 
God.’ Hearing this, the two disciples followed Jesus. Jesus 
turned round, saw them following and said, ‘What do you 
want?’ They answered, ‘Rabbi,’ – which means Teacher – 
‘where do you live?’ ‘Come and see’ he replied; so they went 
and saw where he lived, and stayed with him the rest of that 
day. It was about the tenth hour. 

One of these two who became followers of Jesus after 
hearing what John had said was Andrew, the brother of 
Simon Peter. Early next 
morning, Andrew met his 
brother and said to him, ‘We 
have found the Messiah’ – 
which means the Christ – and 
he took Simon to Jesus. 
Jesus looked hard at him and 
said, ‘You are Simon son of 
John; you are to be called 
Cephas’ – meaning Rock. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parish Ministries: 
Parish Pastoral Council Chairman:   Jeff Lai  
Finance Committee:  Rosa Marciano  
Community Care:  Tina Dunn & Sharon Cook  
Readers and Catechists:  Nina Laureti  
Extraordinary Eucharistic Ministers: :  Linda Barilla  
Confirmation:  Linda Barilla  
Reconciliation and First Communion:  Tamara Vella  
Altar Servers - F r Dominic 

Children’s Liturgy:  Angela Galdas  
Church Linen:  Michelle De Luca  
Church Cleaners:  Ann Goria  
Piety Stall:  Millie Breaden  
Morning Teas:  Teresa Vartuli  
Jordan Youth Group:  Silvana Scamardella  
Housie:  Valerie Buhajiar / 
Money Counting:  Victoria Baltazar  
Men’s Group:  Branko Poljak  
For any inquiries, please call the parish office. 

Reflection Questions…..      
 I have heard God’s call when….. What God has called me to 

is….. 
 I have been helped to discern God’s call by….. 
 Responding to God’s call has changed my life in that….. 


