
Mount Street, Bonnyrigg Heights 
(incorporating Bonnyrigg Heights, Green Valley, Edensor Park, Abbotsbury, Cecil Hills & Elizabeth Hills) 

Parish Pastoral Centre: 
45 Mount Street, Bonnyrigg Heights, 2177  

 
Fr Dominic Dinh  
Email:  pp@johnthebaptist.org.au 
Emergency:  0423 420 639 
 

 

MASSES THIS WEEK 
 

PSALTER  WEEK 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Monday  -  No Mass 
Tuesday  -  8:00am 

Wednesday  - 9:00am 
7:00pm 

Ash Wednesday 
Thursday  -   9:00am 
    Friday  -  9:00am 
Saturday  -  9:00am 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEXT SUNDAY   
17/18 FEBRUARY 

(First Sunday of Lent Year B) 
Saturday Vigil Mass: 

5:30pm 
 

Sunday Masses: 
8:00am, 10:00am & 5:30pm 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

4th Sunday of the Month: 
5:30pm Mass in Tagalog 

 
 
 
 
 

1st Friday of the Month: 
7:00pm Mass in 

Vietnamese 

 

 

Fatima First Saturday  
Rosary 7.45am 

Adoration 8.30am 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Reconciliations:  
Wednesday 7.30pm 

Saturday  4:15—5:00pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
Contact the Parish Office 

or Fr Dominic 0423 420 639 
 

     

 

   John the Baptist Catholic Parish 

Office:       9823 2572     
Email:   info@johnthebaptist.org.au 
Website:   www.johnthebaptist.org.au 
 

Office Hours:   
Tues, Wed & Fri - 9.30am to 4:30pm 
Thursday - 9:00am to 4:00pm 
 

Parish Secretary:  Leanne Lang 
Bookkeeper:  Victoria Baltazar 

 
 
On June 4, 1995, Joseph de Veuster, known to the world as Father Damien, 

was beatified in Belgium by Pope John Paul II. The priest who devoted his life to      
serving the exiled victims of Hansen's disease on Moloka'i was, in his day,                
controversial, a scourge to authorities, and an outcast. His leprosy-ravaged face was 
an object of morbid fascination.  

 Father Damien was 33 years old when he landed at 
Kalaupapa in 1873. At the time of his arrival, the Hawaiian 
kingdom was staggering under the impact of contact with the 
outside world. Within a hundred years of the arrival of Captain 
James Cook in 1778, 90 percent of the people were dead of 
measles, cholera, typhus, and even colds. For Hawaiians,    
leprosy was by far the worst of the plagues, for the idea of banishment struck right at 
the heart of their philosophy of aloha, a love that regards each person as holy.          
Hawaiians called the disease mai ho' oko' awale, the separating sickness.  

 "Prepare for Moloka'i as for the grave" was a saying of the day. Kalaupapa was 
a lawless society. The people were bitter, weak, and desperate and had nothing to 
lose. What sentence passed could be worse than the one already handed to them?  

 Immediately Fr. Damien began badgering authorities for building supplies,  
medicine, clothing, food. He slept outside, under a pandanus tree, until every patient 
had shelter. He visited the sick, built coffins, and buried more than 6,000. An excellent 
carpenter, Damien built several churches, the last of which was St. Philomena. Its    
simple but elegant lines and clean surfaces gave the people a focus and ideal for a new 
way of living. In the midst of the horror, Kalaupapa's little St. Philomena Church        
became a place of joy. There were processions, hymns, pomp, and glory. Though    
leprosy attacks the vocal cords, Damien assembled choirs. At times, it took two people 
to play the organ, so that together there would be 10 fingers to make the music.  

 At some point, Damien contracted leprosy. He spoke of it as "a shortcut to 
heaven." When he died, he was buried beneath the tree where he had first slept. He 
was the only helper at Kalaupapa who contracted the disease (90 percent of            
Caucasians are immune). In 1936, amid wails and lamentations, his body was           
exhumed and returned to Belgium.  

 At the beatification ceremony in Brussels, a relic was presented to a delegation 
from Hawaii, some of whom were leprosy patients from Kaluapapa. It was the bones of 
the priest's right hand, the hand that he blessed with. Catholic veneration of relics is 
consistent with Hawaiian belief in the spiritual power of bones. Following Hawaiian  
custom, the bones were wrapped in traditional kapa (bark cloth), then placed in a box of 
native koa wood. The relic was welcomed in Honolulu in state ceremonies at Iolani   
Palace, where Hawaii's kings and queens once reigned. Finally, it came home to       
Kaluapapa and, with great jubilation, was returned to the grave beneath the tree. More 
than 500 people flew in by small plane or hiked down the cliffs for the mass and a visit. 
They recalled the words of the Pope:  

"Holiness is not perfection according to human criteria; it is not reserved to a 
small number of exceptional beings. It is for everyone . . . . In your daily life, you are 
called upon to make choices which sometimes demand extraordinary sacrifices. This is 
the price of happiness."   

     Extract from the bibliography of Saint Damien - patron Saint of the Lepers. 

6th Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year B) 
10th & 11th February, 2024 



Ministries  
Next Week     
17/18 FEB 

Sat  
5.30 pm 

Sun  
8.00 am 

Sun  
10 am 

Sun  
5:30 pm 

READERS: M Camilleri 
A Vlahadamis 

J Finucane 
J Poljak 

M Aulsebrook 
J Mataele 

R Capolupo 
A Vanderwert 

Extraordinary  
MINISTERS 
EUCHARIST: 

A Pace 
D Toma 
T Vartuli 

D Sullivan 
J Finucane 

L Barilla 

N Laureti 
G Dunn 

V Buhajiar 
S D’Cruz 

S Cook 
R Imbert 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney 
Abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime 
are the police. If you – or anyone you know – have been 
abused, please contact the police.  

Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity 
Office at (02) 9390 5810 or  
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want to speak 
to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. 
The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 

OLD PALMS   It is time to prepare for Ash Wednesday on 14th 
February.  We are asking parishioners to bring in their old palms 
from last year to the church by Sunday 11th February so that 
they can be burned on Shrove Tuesday to use as ashes.  Please 
leave them in the baskets at the back of the Church.  Thank you 

PARISH HOUSIE VOLUNTEERS: 
We are in need of volunteers to help with our Parish     
Housie at the Liverpool Catholic Club on Saturdays 
from 12:00pm to around 4:45pm on a monthly 
roster.  If you can assist in anyway please contact 
Valerie Buhajiar on 0417 244 285 

LENT 2024 WITH THE CATHOLIC GUY,  
BRUCE DOWNES 

Lent is a time when we can grow closer to God and       
prepare our hearts for the true meaning of Easter. Be  
inspired. Be refreshed. Be renewed! 
 

For 40 days you will receive a short, practical, and         
inspiring video in your inbox every morning to help you 
make this Lenten journey more powerful and prayerful. 
This program is FREE and you can sign up here:    
https://BruceDownes.org/Lent 
 

Go to BruceDownes.org for more information. 

PROJECT COMPASSION 
SUNDAY 

10th & 11th FEBRUARY 
 

Please take home a Project Compassion 
box or set of donation envelopes to support 
Caritas Australia this Lenten season and 
help support vulnerable people around the 
world, now and for all future generations.  
 

With your support, Caritas Australia has 
been able to  support communities around 
the world to tackle poverty, food security, 
education, water and sanitation and          

                       disaster risk reduction.  
 

Project Compassion 2024 reminds us that the good that 
we do today will extend and impact the lives of              
generations to come. Together, we can help vulnerable 
communities face their challenges today and build a better 
tomorrow for all future generations.  

 

You can donate through Project Compassion 
donation boxes and envelopes available from 
your parish, by visiting  
caritas.org.au/project-compassion 

Stations of  the Cross 
Stations of the Cross will be held during Lent         
commencing Friday 16th February at 7.00pm in 
the Church, on First Friday of the month 1st 
March Stations will be held at 6:00pm. 

Lenten Program 
 Lent begins next week (Ash 
Wednesday 14th February) and this will be 
a great opportunity for us to prepare        
ourselves, through prayer and to            
experience Christ’s Passion more deeply.  
 We have Lenten Companion 

2024 booklet “REPENT AND BELIEVE” Be Filled with the 
Love of God, published by Catholic Archdiocese of Sydney 
available for you to pick up on the table outside. Please feel 
free to use it by yourself, with your family members or     
forming a group. If you would like to join or organise Lenten 
Group this year, please contact Fr Dominic. 

Ash Wednesday Mass times 
 

 9:00am  -  With John the Baptist School  
                      attending 
 

12:00am  -   with Freeman Catholic College                                
                      (Liturgy only)                      

 

                      7:00pm   -  Parish Mass 

FASTING & ABSTINENCE  
Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are days of fast 

and abstinence. The law of fasting binds those who 

have completed their 18
th
 year, until the beginning 

of their 60
th
 year; the law of abstinence (from items made with 

meat - includes all the Fridays of Lent) binds those who have 

completed their 14
th
 year (CCL 97, 1251-52). 

The Season of Lent 

 Lent is the most appropriate time for 
celebrating the Sacrament of Penance.    
Already on Ash Wednesday the people of 
God have heard the solemn invitation, Turn 
away from sin and believe the Good News. It 
is therefore fitting to have several penitential 

celebrations   during Lent, so that all the faithful may have 
an opportunity to be reconciled with God and their     
neighbour and so be able to celebrate the paschal      
mystery in the Easter Triduum with renewed hearts.  
RP13.  The Sacrament of Penance is better celebrated 
before rather than after the Easter Triduum.  ORDO 2016 

Ascension prayer group invites you 
 

 Lenten program begins  
on Thursday 22nd February 2024 

at 7.15 pm in the Parish Hall.  
 

For further details contact Susan 0415 342 672  or 
Trudi on 0414 608 538.    

LENTEN RETREAT 
 

Come experience an abundance of graces from God this 
Lenten season. Couples of Christ are hosting a Lenten 
retreat with Father Roni George from Divine retreat     
centre, Somersby . Bring yourself, friends and family to 
receive his healing touch. There will be worship, healing 
mass and adoration at Good Shepherd Church,              
21 Twentieth Avenue, Hoxton Park on Friday March 22nd 
from 7pm to 9.30 pm. 

LENTEN GROUP 
We are holding a Lenten Group on Monday 19th February 
commencing at 10:30am in the Parish Meeting Room the 
group will run for 6 weeks finishing on 25th March.  For 
more information please contact Josie on 0407 203 593. 

mailto:safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org
https://BruceDownes.org/Lent


Your Prayers are requested for the  following, for whom Mass will be offered: 
 

Sick:  Wilfred TAMAYO, Rosley, Angel & Andrea, Nada BIRKIC, Matthew AZZOPARDI, Gabriella, Peter CASEY,    
Kathy BOWLING, Alex, Levi ONG, Carmen CARUANA, Fernanda CHUNG, Rivan POULS, Antonietta De MARTIN, 
Olivia TOOLE, Benito CARBONE, Leilah DANIEL, Dominic EMPEIGNE, Essa, Pamela MARTIN, Ivy FERNANDES, Michael,                           
Brian AULSEBROOK, Giuseppina ANDRONACO, Mariola,  Rita DALLI, Alexander (Sandy) ANDERSON, Jessie ZAMMIT,      
Judy DIVANI, Lachlan BENSON, Gino BORG, Gung Jec MENG, Cindy CALDEJON, Julia CEFAI, Melda MIZZI, Rita SHAH, 
Virgilio MARIANO, Kristian SERIC, Gary LOMAS 

 

 Recently Deceased:  John BALDI, Rosalinda Marcelo GANDO, Judette HOURMOZI, Michael Wilton AINSWORTH,             
Doris FARRUGIA, Irene CUISIA-RELLOSA, Michael, Geraldine JANSEN, Joseph and Anna FRANCKIEWIOZ 

 

Anniversary:  Courtney TOPIC, Teddy TAMAYO, Cristina Del VALLE, Akram JOSEPH, Margaret JOSEPH 
 

Other:  Kue Soong LEE, Ngo Hair BUAI, Kue Peng KEE, Kue Peng TIA, Kue Peng SIR, Kue Chang GUANG, Kue Jung HONG,    
Kue Miel ANG,  Kue Miel IM, Kue Miel TIAN, Gung Gia JIANG, Gung Jing KIAM, Tung Chil ANG, Jia Arng MUAI, Jue Soak KIM, 
Gung Tia PUNG, Gung Jung PUNG, Gung Hoak PUNG, Gung Gow ARNG, Gung Yeak LANG, Gung Jek CHOANG,            
Michael GRIMA, Jimmy FENECH , Marion FENECH, Maryanne FENECH, St Anthony, St Jude and St Rita & Souls in Purgatory 

Baptisms:  If you wish to Baptise your child please 
contact the parish office to make an appointment with   
Fr Dominic. 

 
CATECHIST NEWS 

 

Thank you to our 6 new Catechists/ Helpers 
who have volunteered to be part of the         
Catechist Ministry. You have answered the call 
to proclaim the Good News to our little children in state 
schools. 
 

DATES for the NEW Recruits TRAINING have 
changed - please note the new dates  

 

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS FROM 6.15 TO 9PM  
IN THE MEETING ROOM NEAR THE CHURCH 

(no meeting on Ash Wednesday) 
 

FEB 21  -  1.1  Safeguarding Induction 
FEB 28    -  1.2  Use of the Approved Curriculum 
MARCH 6  - 1.3 Classroom Management  
 

OUR FIRST CATECHIST MEETING IS ON  
WEDNESDAY 21ST FEBRUARY  

 

Opening Mass at 7pm followed by meeting in the   
Parish Hall.   

 

Vincent will also conduct a Safeguarding  Refresher 
Course which is compulsory for all catechists and 
helpers.  Hope to see you all there. 
 

May 2024 be a wonderful year for us all. 
 

Nina Laureti 

Parish Sacramental Coordinator Position 
 

All Saints Parish Liverpool is seeking a Sacramental  
Coordinator. 
 

Details of the position are available at  
https://www.reachhr.com.au, then click the tag under ‘Featured 
Opportunities’. 

If you know of anyone who can no longer attend 
mass due to illness; or if you have noticed one of our  
parishioners is no longer attending mass, could you 

please let the priests or the office know.  

Catechist Training Dates for Western Region 2024 
 

Liverpool, All Saints  
Mondays:  12 February, 19 February & 26 February  
9:30am-1:00pm  Parking available via Elizabeth St. 
 

Bonnyrigg, John the Baptist  
Wednesday nights:  21 February, 28 February &  
6 March 
6:15pm-9:00pm Parking available 
 

Fairfield, Our Lady of the Rosary 
Friday nights:  16 February, 23 February & 1 March 
9:30am-1:00pm  Parking available 
 

To register email Trevor 
Email:  trevor.dalbroi@ccdsydney.catholic.edu.au 

The Society of Our 
Lady of Lourdes would 
like to invite the  
Parishioners and 
Friends of St John the 
Baptist to join them on 
Sunday 11

th
 February, 

2024 The Feast day 
of Our Lady of 
Lourdes for the Mass 
and Blessing of the 
Sick. Proceedings will 
commence with the 
recitation of the      
Rosary at 2.30pm . 
The Mass & Blessing 
of the Sick will follow 
at 3.00pm.  
All welcome. 

PIETY STORE – VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
 

All the Piety Store profits go towards our Community Care  Fund.  
The fund is there to help people and in some cases charities, 
who are in need. (e.g. Bushfire and Flood relief). 
 

With sufficient interest in this important ministry in our church, we 
are hoping that you would only be rostered, in pairs, once a 
month for approx. half an hour before mass and approx. 20 
minutes after mass.   
 

If you are interested please leave your name and contact details 
with the current volunteers in the Piety Store or phone Leanne in 
the Parish Office on 9823 2572 

CHILDRENS LITURGY VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
 

Children’s Liturgy has begun for 2024 but we are in need of 
a few more helpers for the 10:00am Mass.  If you are able to 
assist please contact Angela Galdas on 0410 964 196. 

           Thank you 

Invites you to our February Men's Group meeting 
Friday 16th February at 7:30pm 
This month, we’ll be having our Gospel reading 
followed by a testimony from one of our own 

men’s group members, Waseem Hermiz.  Hope to see you there! 
Together we empower each other to become Christ-like role models in 
our families and community.  
To join the men’s group or to find our more, email: 
jbmg@johnthebaptist.org.au or call/SMS Daniel on 0411 254 520 



Next Sunday:   
First Sunday of Lent - (Year B) 

First Reading:  Genesis 9:8-15 
Second Reading:  1 Peter 3:18-22 

Gospel:  Mark 1:12-154 

Copyright © 1996-2015 Universalis Publishing Limited: see www.universalis.com. Scripture readings from the 
Jerusalem Bible are published and copyright © 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman & Todd, Ltd and 
Doubleday, a div ision of Random House, Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. Text of the Psalms: 
Copyright © 1963, The Grail (England). Used with permission of A.P. Watt Ltd.  All rights reserved. 

First reading                           Leviticus 13:1-2, 44-46 
A reading from the book of Leviticus 

The Lord said to Moses and Aaron, ‘If a swelling or scab or 
shiny spot appears on a man’s skin, a case of leprosy of the 
skin is to be suspected. The man must be taken to Aaron, the 
priest, or to one of the priests who are his sons. 

‘The man is leprous: he is unclean. The priest must declare 
him unclean; he is suffering from leprosy of the head. A man 
infected with leprosy must wear his clothing torn and his hair 
disordered; he must shield his upper lip and cry, “Unclean, 
unclean.” As long as the disease lasts he must be unclean; 
and therefore he must live apart: he must live outside the 
camp.’ 

 

The Word of the Lord 
 
 
 
 
Responsorial Psalm                                          31 (32):1-2, 5, 11 
I turn to you, Lord, in time of trouble, and you fill me with 
the joy of salvation. 

Happy the man whose offence is forgiven, 
whose sin is remitted. 
O happy the man to whom the Lord 
imputes no guilt, 
in whose spirit is no guile. 

I turn to you, Lord, in time of trouble, and you fill me with the 
joy of salvation. 

But now I have acknowledged my sins; 
my guilt I did not hide. 
I said: ‘I will confess 
my offence to the Lord.’ 
And you, Lord, have forgiven 
the guilt of my sin. 

I turn to you, Lord, in time of trouble, and you fill me with the 
joy of salvation. 

Rejoice, rejoice in the Lord, 
exult, you just! 
O come, ring out your joy, 
all you upright of heart. 

I turn to you, Lord, in time of trouble, and you fill me with the 
joy of salvation. 
 
 
 
 
Second reading                          I Corinthians 10:31-11:1 
 A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians 

Whatever you eat, whatever you drink, whatever you do at 
all, do it for the glory of God. Never do anything offensive to 
anyone – to Jews or Greeks or to the Church of God; just as I 
try to be helpful to everyone at all times, not anxious for my 
own advantage but for the advantage of everybody else, so 

that they may be saved. Take me for your model, as I take 
Christ. 
 

The word of the Lord 
 
 
 
Gospel Acclamation                                                    Luke 7:16 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
A great prophet has appeared among us; 
God has visited his people. 
Alleluia! 
 
 
 
 
Gospel                                                                      Mark 1:40-45 
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Mark 

A leper came to Jesus and pleaded on his knees: ‘If you want 
to’ he said ‘you can cure me.’ Feeling sorry for him, Jesus 
stretched out his hand and touched him. ‘Of course I want to!’ 
he said. ‘Be cured!’ And the leprosy left him at once and he 
was cured. Jesus immediately sent him away and sternly 
ordered him, ‘Mind you say nothing to anyone, but go and 
show yourself to the priest, and make the offering for your 
healing prescribed by Moses as evidence of your recovery.’ 
The man went away, but then started talking about it freely 
and telling the story everywhere, so that Jesus could no 
longer go openly into any town, but had to stay outside in 
places where nobody lived. Even so, people from all around 
would come to him. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Parish Ministries: 
Parish Pastoral Council Chairman:   Jeff Lai  
Finance Committee:  Rosa Marciano  
Community Care:  Tina Dunn & Sharon Cook  
Readers and Catechists:  Nina Laureti  
Extraordinary Eucharistic Ministers: :  Linda Barilla  
Confirmation:  Linda Barilla  
Reconciliation and First Communion:  Tamara Vella  
Altar Servers - F r Dominic 
Children’s Liturgy:  Angela Galdas  

Church Linen:  Michelle De Luca  
Church Cleaners:  Ann Goria  
Piety Stall:  Millie Breaden  
Morning Teas:  Teresa Vartuli  
Jordan Youth Group:  Silvana Scamardella  
Housie:  Valerie Buhajiar / 
Money Counting:  Victoria Baltazar  
Men’s Group:  Branko Poljak  
Ascension Prayer Group:  Susan D’Cruz 
For any inquiries, please call the parish office. 

Reflection Questions…..      
 The healing for which I need to ask Jesus is…..  
 What Jesus wills for me is…..  What I will for others is….. 
 One way I reach our to outcasts is….. 


